
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Macedonia Lutheran Church 
49 Macedonia Church Road 

Prosperity, SC 29127 
 

Established 1847, 173rd Year of Ministry 

 

YOUR HEALTH AND SAFETY ARE OF  
UTMOST IMPORTANCE TO US!  WE MUST REMAIN IN 

COMPLIANCE WITH SOCIAL DISTANCING GUIDELINES; 
THEREFORE, WE KINDLY REMIND YOU THAT  

IT IS IMPERATIVE TO REMAIN IN YOUR VEHICLE FOR 
THE ENTIRE DURATION OF THE WORSHIP SERVICE. 

UPON CONCLUSION OF THE SERVICE, PLEASE FOLLOW 
THE DIRECTIONS OF OUR PARKING LOT ATTENDANTS 

FOR A SAFE AND TIMELY EXIT SO THAT WE MAY ALL DO 
OUR PARTS TO FLATTEN THE CURVE! 

GOD BLESS! 



2 

 

November 8, 2020 - 9:30 am 

23rd Sunday after Pentecost 

 

Altar Flowers – To the glory of God and in memory of  

Leo & Gladys Amick and Manley & Terry Bedenbaugh 

by Tony & Gay Rawls, Greg & Amy Dorroh & family, Neal & Ava 

Rawls, Ann Bedenbaugh, Toby & Karen Bedenbaugh & family, and 

Brian & Laura Lathrop & family. 

 

 

Quiet Gathering, Silent Prayer and Prelude 

 
 

Welcome and Announcements 
 

 

HYMN “O God, Our Help in Ages Past” 

 
1 O God, our help in ages past, our hope for years to come, 

 our shelter from the stormy blast, and our eternal home: 
 

2 Under the shadow of your throne your saints have dwelt secure; 
 sufficient is your arm alone, and our defense is sure. 

 
3 Before the hills in order stood or earth received its frame, 

 from everlasting you are God, to endless years the same. 

 
4 A thousand ages in your sight are like an evening gone, 

 short as the watch that ends the night before the rising sun. 
 

5 Time, like an ever-rolling stream, bears all our years away; 
 they fly forgotten, as a dream dies at the op'ning day. 

 
6 O God, our help in ages past, our hope for years to come, 

 still be our guard while troubles last and our eternal home. 
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Confession and Forgiveness 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, in whose image we are made, 

who claims us and calls us beloved.  Amen. 
 
Holy One, we confess that we are not awake for you.  We are not 

faithful in using your gifts.  We forget the least of our siblings.  
We do not see your beautiful image in one another.  We are 

infected by sin that divides your beloved community.  Open our 
hearts to your coming, open our eyes to see you in our neighbor, 

open our hands to serve your creation.  Amen. 
 
Beloved, we are God’s children, and Jesus, our Beloved, opens the door 

to us.  Through ☩ Jesus you are forgiven, by Jesus you are welcome, in 

Jesus you are called to rejoice!  Let us live in the promises prepared for 
us from the foundation of the world.  Amen. 

 

 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 
of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  And also with you. 

 
 

Prayer of the Day 

O God of justice and love, you illumine our way through life with the 

words of your Son. Give us the light we need, and awaken us to the 
needs of others, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

 

First Reading:  Amos 5:18-24 

In the days of Amos, people thought that the day of the LORD would be 

a time of great victory, but Amos announced that it would be a day of 
darkness, not light. He said liturgy is no substitute for obedience. The 

LORD demands justice and righteousness in the community. 
 18Alas for you who desire the day of the LORD!  Why do you want the 

day of the LORD?  It is darkness, not light; 19as if someone fled from a 
lion, and was met by a bear; or went into the house and rested a hand 

against the wall, and was bitten by a snake.  20Is not the day of the LORD 
darkness, not light, and gloom with no brightness in it? 
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 21I hate, I despise your festivals, and I take no delight in your solemn 
assemblies.  22Even though you offer me your burnt offerings and grain 

offerings, I will not accept them; and the offerings of well-being of your 
fatted animals I will not look upon.  23Take away from me the noise of 

your songs; I will not listen to the melody of your harps.  24But let justice 
roll down like waters, and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream. 
 
The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Psalmody:  Psalm 70 
(Sing in Unison) 

You are my helper and my deliverer; O LORD, do not tarry. (Ps. 70:5) 

 1Be pleased, O God, to de- | liver me; 
  O LORD, make | haste to help me. 

 2Let those who seek my life be put to shame | and confounded; 

  let those who take pleasure in my misfortune draw back and | be 
disgraced. R 

 3Let those who say to me “Aha!” and gloat | over me 
  turn back because | of their shame. 

 4Let all who seek you rejoice and be | glad in you; 
  let those who love your salvation say forever, “Great | is the LORD!” 

 5But as for me, I am poor and needy; come to me quick- | ly, O God. 
  You are my helper and my deliverer; O LORD, | do not tarry. R 

 

 

Second Reading:  1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 

Some of the Thessalonians are worried that dead Christians will be 
excluded from the resurrection to eternal life when Christ comes again. 

Paul reassures them with the word of hope that all Christians, living or 

dead, will be raised into everlasting life with Christ. 
13We do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and sisters, about 

those who have died, so that you may not grieve as others do who have 
no hope. 14For since we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so, 

through Jesus, God will bring with him those who have died. 15For this 
we declare to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive, who 
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are left until the coming of the Lord, will by no means precede those who 
have died. 16For the Lord himself, with a cry of command, with the 

archangel’s call and with the sound of God’s trumpet, will descend from 
heaven, and the dead in Christ will rise first. 17Then we who are alive, 

who are left, will be caught up in the clouds together with them to meet 
the Lord in the air; and so we will be with the Lord forever. 18Therefore 

encourage one another with these words. 
 
The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
(Please stand for the Gospel Acclamation) 

 

 
Gospel Acclamation

 
 

Holy Gospel according to Matthew 25:1-13 

Glory to You, O Lord 
Jesus tells a parable about his own second coming, emphasizing the need 

for readiness at all times. 
[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1“Then the kingdom of heaven will be like 

this. Ten bridesmaids took their lamps and went to meet the bridegroom. 
2Five of them were foolish, and five were wise. 3When the foolish took 

their lamps, they took no oil with them; 4but the wise took flasks of oil 

with their lamps. 5As the bridegroom was delayed, all of them became 
drowsy and slept. 6But at midnight there was a shout, ‘Look! Here is the 

bridegroom! Come out to meet him.’ 7Then all those bridesmaids got up 
and trimmed their lamps. 8The foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us some of 

your oil, for our lamps are going out.’ 9But the wise replied, ‘No! there 
will not be enough for you and for us; you had better go to the dealers 
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and buy some for yourselves.’ 10And while they went to buy it, the 
bridegroom came, and those who were ready went with him into the 

wedding banquet; and the door was shut. 11Later the other bridesmaids 
came also, saying, ‘Lord, lord, open to us.’ 12But he replied, ‘Truly I tell 

you, I do not know you.’ 13Keep awake therefore, for you know neither 
the day nor the hour.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord.  

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

 

Children’s Sermon 

 

 

Sermon 

 

 

Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and 
earth.  I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who 

was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 
buried; he descended to the dead.*  On the third day he rose 

again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of 
the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.  I 

believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of 

the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 

 

Prayers of Intercession 
P:  Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 

 

 

Sharing of the Peace, Offering and Offertory Anthem 
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Offering Prayer 

God of all goodness, generations have turned to you, gathered around 
your table, and shared your abundant blessings.  Number us among 

them that, as we gather these gifts from your abundance, and give 
thanks for your rich blessings, we may feast upon your very self and care 

for all that you have made, through Jesus Christ, our Sovereign and 
Servant.  Amen. 

 

 

Lord's Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 
kingdom come,  thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as 
we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

 

Blessing 

May the God of all creation, in whose image we are made, who claims us 
and calls us beloved, who strengthens us for service, give you reason to 

rejoice and be glad!  The blessing of God, Sovereign, ☩ Savior, and 

Spirit, be with you today and always.  Amen. 

 

 

HYMN “Lift Every Voice and Sing” 

1 Lift ev'ry voice and sing till earth and heaven ring, 
 ring with the harmonies of liberty. 

 Let our rejoicing rise high as the list'ning skies, 
 let it resound loud as the rolling sea. 

 Sing a song full of the faith that the dark past has taught us; 

 sing a song full of the hope that the present has brought us; 
 facing the rising sun of our new day begun, 

 let us march on till victory is won. 

2 Stony the road we trod, bitter the chast'ning rod, 
 felt in the days when hope unborn had died; 
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 yet with a steady beat, have not our weary feet 
 come to the place for which our parents sighed? 

 We have come over a way that with tears has been watered; 
 we have come, treading our path through the blood of the 

slaughtered, 
 out from the gloomy past, till now we stand at last 

 where the white gleam of our bright star is cast. 
 

3 God of our weary years, God of our silent tears, 
 thou who hast brought us thus far on the way; 

 thou who hast by thy might led us into the light, 
 keep us forever in the path, we pray. 

 Lest our feet stray from the places, our God, where we met thee; 
 lest, our hearts drunk with the wine of the world, we forget thee; 

 shadowed beneath thy hand may we forever stand, 

true to our God, true to our native land. 

 

 

Doxology 

 

 

Dismissal 

Beloved of God, go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Thank you for your presence and participation in this worship service!  Love 
offerings are gratefully accepted in the bucket at the exit gates. 
 
 
 

Attendance last week 

9:30 Drive-in Service 188 

Offering $7,946 
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Today’s Helpers 
Ushers & Greeters:  Rudie Tarver, Donald Wise, Timmy Graham 
Receiving Treasurer:  Dean Wise 
Lay Reader:  Dorothy Longshore  
Organist:  Pam Carroll 803-944-2758 pscarroll131@gmail.com  
Music Director:  Julie Livingston 803-295-1791 juliewillingham5@gmail.com 
Church Secretary:  Jeannie Cox 803-364-3786 
macedonialutheranchurch@gmail.com  
Pastor:  The Reverend Terry Hundley, 803-360-5294 
 

 

October Memorials 

In memory of: Given by: 

Lib Adams • Ruthie & Mary Donna Hamm, Jennifer & 

Caroline Ayers to Manna House 
• Richard & Freida Koon to Handbell fund 

Seber Ray Amick • Linda & Ranse Miller 

• Kathy Meade to FLC 
• Dorothy & Pat Longshore 

• Rick & Nancy Richardson to FLC 
• Richard & Freida Koon to FLC 

• Calvin & Virginia Lindler 
• Harold & Ola Mae Fulmer 

• Bill Morris 
• Tony & Gay Rawls 

• Monroe & Juanita Fulmer to ICS 
• Ann Bedenbaugh 

Gerald Brock • Goldies to Handbell fund 

Skip Garrett • Goldies to Handbell fund 

Miriam Hawkins on her 

birthday 

• Edith Hawkins 

Jean Hughey • Fran Hentz to Goldies 

Barbara Lyerly • Fran Hentz to Handbell fund 

• Tony & Gay Rawls 
• Goldies to Handbell fund 

Jeremey Schumpert • Harold & Ola Mae Fulmer 

Cleo & Clarkson Wise • Linda & Ranse Miller to Handbell fund 

Jake & Rachel Wise • Frank Lyerly 
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• Samaritan's Purse Operation Christmas Child Shoeboxes will be 
available in the hallway outside the church office.  Brochures will be 

included in each box. Please return filled boxes by Sunday, November 
15th. Thank you in advance for your support of this wonderful ministry 

to provide a little joy in the lives of children around the world. 
• Due to the Covid-19 pandemic, Grace congregation will not be 

able to hold its annual Free Community Thanksgiving Meal.  Instead, 
they are going to prepare and distribute free Thanksgiving meal boxes 

of traditional fixings to individuals or families who are in need in our 
community.  Free Thanksgiving Meal Boxes will be distributed at Grace 

Lutheran Church, Prosperity, on Sunday, Nov. 22nd from 1-3 pm.  Call 
the church office at 803-364-3331 to reserve your box. Reservations 

will be taken through Monday, Nov. 16th or until all boxes have been 
reserved, whichever comes first. 

• Mt. Pilgrim Lutheran Church is hosting a blood drive Monday, 

November 16th, 1 – 6 pm.  To schedule your appointment, please visit 
redcrossblood.org and enter sponsor code:  MtPilgrim.  Donors will 

receive COVID-19 antibody testing, plus a free Carolina vs. Clemson t-
shirt! 

• Thank you for all the acts of kindness shown to us during the 
sudden loss of our loved one, Jeremey Schumpert.  We appreciate all 

of the prayers, food, cards, and congregational Altar flowers.  We ask 
that you continue to keep us in your prayers during the days ahead.  

Your thoughtfulness is very much appreciated.  -Tommy & Janet Brown 
• Our sincere condolences go out to the family and friends of Geraldine 

Morris with her passing on October 30, 2020.  May you all be comforted 
and supported by the eternal love and promises of our risen Christ. 

• I want to thank all my wonderful church family and friends for 
all the cards, calls, visits and comforting words I have received since 

the death of my baby sister, Eleanor Dunlap, on October 22nd.  It has 

been great to have such a loving and caring church family.  God Bless 
each of you! - Harold Fulmer 

• On behalf of Silverstreet Lutheran Church - To show our love for 
the Christ child, we would like to invite your congregation to a Drive-

Thru Nativity in Nine Living Scenes.  This will be a re-enactment of the 
Christmas story by members of our church on Sunday, December 20th, 

6 - 8 pm. 
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• Goldies survey – please respond by November 22nd – please 
contact Debby Fulmer if:  1.  You would be interested in attending a 

Christmas meal for our group.  2.  Would you be interested in going on 
a trip on the church bus to see the lights at Saluda Shoals?  

 
 

 
Prayer Requests - Members 

Dovie Adams Ola Mae Fulmer Joe Sabbagha 
Jeannette Ayers Craig & *Tina Hipp Shelby Seibert 

Dorothy Berenbrok Joye Irons Jimmy Shealy 
Mickey & Angela Bowers Richard & Freida Koon Katie Mae Slice 

Tommy & Janet Brown Frank Lyerly Larry Tolbert 
Christy Bundrick Dale McCoin Nellie Woods 

Wayne & Lynn Dowd Carrie Pritchard Mickey Yarbrough 

JoAnn Fulmer Bill Rampey  
Juanita Fulmer Karen Ruff  

    
Prayer Requests - Friends 

Marie Fulmer Johnny Nobles 
Jesse Key Terry Shaver 

Lynnette Lever Duke Warren 
Geraldine Morris Michael Wise 

 
Nursing Home & Hospital Prayer Requests 

Saluda Nursing & Rehab Center, 581 Newberry Hwy., Saluda, SC  29138 
- Judy Kesler, Room 224 

- Wayne Fulmer, Room 214 
 The Heritage at Lowman, PO Box 444, White Rock, SC  29177 

- *Janette Cain, Room 319, Cana Hall 

      
 

 
    

Special welcome to this Lakeshore Service!  You are invited to dress casually and appropriately 
for outdoor worship.  If you would like to become a member, be baptized or receive Holy 
Communion, please contact any Church Council member or the Pastor.  Please ask an usher if you 

need assistance, and thanks so much for being with us today!  Come again soon! 
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November 8, 2020 + 23rd Sunday after Pentecost 
 

Invitation to Grace 
 

The parable of the ten bridesmaids easily draws our attention to the 
differences in their levels of preparation. Some have enough oil to 

welcome the bridegroom; others do not. The ability of each bridesmaid 
to control her fate finds ready ears in a culture that favors independence 

and individual effort. Every day we see the consequences—good or bad—
of our actions. 

 
The early part of the parable speaks to a commonality among the 

bridesmaids. As they wait for the bridegroom, all of them become drowsy 
and fall asleep. Then comes the cry, “Here is the bridegroom! Come out 

to meet him.” We might hear this as a command. We certainly have 

commands from God throughout Scripture. However, what if we heard 
the cry as an invitation? 

 
God’s commands are a gift that invites us to live into the reality of the 

ever-present and ever-coming kingdom. God does not force or compel us 
to follow, to be obedient, or to love. It is always framed as an invitation. 

The psalmists invite us to praise God. God invites the people of Israel 
into covenantal relationship. Jesus invites all who are weary to come to 

him and find rest. 
 

If the kingdom of heaven is close to us now, of course our actions will 
have consequences. Whether we choose to love or hate, share or hoard, 

work for peace or not—all of these choices impact the people around us. 
And yet, God’s command that we live into a way of love is not coercive, 

but rather an invitation to life. 

 
In worship we gather around the sacraments of baptism and the 

eucharist. Neither is forced; neither is required. Both are invitations to 
experience what Augustine called visible signs of God’s invisible grace, a 

gift given for each and every one of us. 
 
From sundaysandseasons.com. 
Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 


