
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Macedonia Lutheran Church 
49 Macedonia Church Road 

Prosperity, SC 29127 
 

Established 1847, 173rd Year of Ministry 

 

YOUR HEALTH AND SAFETY ARE OF  
UTMOST IMPORTANCE TO US!  WE MUST REMAIN IN 

COMPLIANCE WITH SOCIAL DISTANCING GUIDELINES; 
THEREFORE, WE KINDLY REMIND YOU THAT  

IT IS IMPERATIVE TO REMAIN IN YOUR VEHICLE FOR THE 
ENTIRE DURATION OF THE WORSHIP SERVICE. 

UPON CONCLUSION OF THE SERVICE, PLEASE FOLLOW 
THE DIRECTIONS OF OUR PARKING LOT ATTENDANTS 

FOR A SAFE AND TIMELY EXIT SO THAT WE MAY ALL DO 
OUR PARTS TO FLATTEN THE CURVE! 

GOD BLESS! 
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October 11, 2020 - 9:30 am 
19th Sunday after Pentecost 

 
 

Quiet Gathering, Silent Prayer and Prelude 
 

 
Welcome and Announcements 

 
 

HYMN ”Blessed Assurance” 
 
1 Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine!  Oh, what a foretaste of glory divine! 

 Heir of salvation, purchase of God, born of his Spirit, washed in his 
blood. 

 
Refrain 

 This is my story, this is my song, praising my Savior, all the day long: 
 this is my story, this is my song, praising my Savior all the day long. 

 
2 Perfect submission, perfect delight, visions of rapture now burst on my 

sight; 
 angels descending bring from above  echoes of mercy, whispers of 

love.  Refrain 

 
3 Perfect submission, all is at rest; I in my Savior am happy and blest, 

 watching and waiting, looking above, filled with his goodness, lost in his 
love.  Refrain 

 
 

Confession and Forgiveness  

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose 

mercy endures forever.  Amen. 

 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

 

Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot 
free ourselves.  We have sinned against you in thought, word, and 
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deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone.  We 
have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 

neighbors as ourselves.  For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we 

may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your 
holy name.  Amen. 

 
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, 

and for his sake God forgives us all our sins. 
As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, 

and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all 

your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 

 
 

Prayer of the Day 
Lord of the feast, you have prepared a table before all peoples and poured 

out your life with abundance. Call us again to your banquet. Strengthen us 
by what is honorable, just, and pure, and transform us into a people of 

righteousness and peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

 

 

First Reading: Isaiah 25:1-9 

After a hymn of praise acknowledging God as a shelter for the poor, the 
prophet portrays a wonderful victory banquet at which death—which in 

ancient Canaan was depicted as a monster swallowing up everyone—will be 

swallowed up forever. The prophet urges celebration of this victory of 
salvation. 

 1O LORD, you are my God; 
  I will exalt you, I will praise your name; 

 for you have done wonderful things, 
  plans formed of old, faithful and sure. 
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 2For you have made the city a heap, 
  the fortified city a ruin; 

 the palace of aliens is a city no more, 
  it will never be rebuilt. 

 3Therefore strong peoples will glorify you; 
  cities of ruthless nations will fear you. 

 4For you have been a refuge to the poor, 
  a refuge to the needy in their distress, 

  a shelter from the rainstorm and a shade from the heat. 
 When the blast of the ruthless was like a winter rainstorm, 

  5the noise of aliens like heat in a dry place, 
 you subdued the heat with the shade of clouds; 

  the song of the ruthless was stilled. 
 

 6On this mountain the LORD of hosts will make for all peoples 

  a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged wines, 
  of rich food filled with marrow, of well-aged wines strained clear. 

 7And he will destroy on this mountain 
  the shroud that is cast over all peoples, 

  the sheet that is spread over all nations; 
  8he will swallow up death forever. 

 Then the Lord GOD will wipe away the tears from all faces, 
  and the disgrace of his people he will take away from all the earth, 

  for the LORD has spoken. 
 9It will be said on that day, 

  Lo, this is our God; we have waited for him, so that he might save us. 
  This is the LORD for whom we have waited; 

  let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation. 
 
The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 
 

Psalmody:  Psalm 23 
(Sing in Unison) 

You prepare a table before me, and my cup is running over. (Ps. 23:5) 
 1The LORD| is my shepherd; 

  I shall not | be in want. 
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 2The LORD makes me lie down | in green pastures 
  and leads me be- | side still waters. 

 3You restore my | soul, O LORD, 
  and guide me along right pathways | for your name’s sake. 

 4Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall | fear 
no evil; 

  for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they | comfort me. R 
 5You prepare a table before me in the presence | of my enemies; 

  you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is | running over. 
 6Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days | of my life, 

  and I will dwell in the house of the | LORD forever. R 
 

 
Second Reading:  Philippians 4:1-9 

Though writing from prison and facing an uncertain future, Paul calls on the 

Philippians to rejoice and give thanks to God no matter what the 
circumstance. God’s peace is with us and binds together our hearts and 

minds in Jesus Christ, especially when things around us do not seem 
peaceful. 
1My brothers and sisters, whom I love and long for, my joy and crown, 
stand firm in the Lord in this way, my beloved. 

  2I urge Euodia and I urge Syntyche to be of the same mind in the Lord. 
3Yes, and I ask you also, my loyal companion, help these women, for they 

have struggled beside me in the work of the gospel, together with Clement 
and the rest of my co-workers, whose names are in the book of life. 

  4Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. 5Let your 
gentleness be known to everyone. The Lord is near. 6Do not worry about 

anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let 
your requests be made known to God. 7And the peace of God, which 

surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in 

Christ Jesus. 
  8Finally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is 

just, whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if 
there is any excellence and if there is anything worthy of praise, think 

about these things. 9Keep on doing the things that you have learned and 
received and heard and seen in me, and the God of peace will be with you. 
 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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Holy Gospel according to Matthew 22:1-14 
Glory to you, O Lord 

Jesus tells a parable indicating that the blessings of God’s kingdom are 
available to all, but the invitation is not to be taken lightly. 
1Once more Jesus spoke to them in parables, saying: 2“The kingdom of 
heaven may be compared to a king who gave a wedding banquet for his 

son. 3He sent his slaves to call those who had been invited to the wedding 
banquet, but they would not come. 4Again he sent other slaves, saying, 

‘Tell those who have been invited: Look, I have prepared my dinner, my 
oxen and my fat calves have been slaughtered, and everything is ready; 

come to the wedding banquet.’ 5But they made light of it and went away, 
one to his farm, another to his business, 6while the rest seized his slaves, 

mistreated them, and killed them. 7The king was enraged. He sent his 
troops, destroyed those murderers, and burned their city. 8Then he said to 

his slaves, ‘The wedding is ready, but those invited were not worthy. 9Go 

therefore into the main streets, and invite everyone you find to the 
wedding banquet.’ 10Those slaves went out into the streets and gathered all 

whom they found, both good and bad; so the wedding hall was filled with 
guests. 

  11“But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a man there 
who was not wearing a wedding robe, 12and he said to him, ‘Friend, how 

did you get in here without a wedding robe?’ And he was speechless. 
13Then the king said to the attendants, ‘Bind him hand and foot, and throw 

him into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of 
teeth.’ 14For many are called, but few are chosen.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord.  

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
 

Sermon 

 
 

Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven 

and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.  We believe in one Lord, 
Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 
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God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, 
not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things were 

made.  For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and became 

truly human.  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he 
suffered death and was buried.  On the third day he rose again in 

accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is 
seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come again in glory 

to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who 

proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the 
Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the 

prophets.  We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.  We 
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We look for 

the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.  

Amen. 
 

 
Prayers of Intercession 

P:  Lord, in your mercy, 
C:  hear our prayer. 

 
 

Words of Institution and Communion 
“In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and 

gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; 
this is my body, given for you.  Do this for remembrance of me.  Again, 

after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 
saying:  This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all 

people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the remembrance of me.”   

 
 

Lord's Prayer 
 

 
Blessing 

Gracious God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you and lead you into 

the way of truth and life.  Amen. 
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HYMN “God Be with You Till We Meet Again” 

1 God be with you till we meet again; by good counsels guide, uphold you, 

 with a shepherd's care enfold you; God be with you till we meet again. 
 

Refrain 
 Till we meet, (till we meet,) till we meet, (till we meet again,)  

till we meet at Jesus' feet; (till we meet,)  
till we meet, (till we meet,) till we meet, (till we meet again.) 

 God be with you till we meet again. 
 

2 God be with you till we meet again; holy wings securely hide you, 
 daily manna still provide you; God be with you till we meet again.  

Refrain 
 

3 God be with you till we meet again; when life's perils thick confound 

you, 
 put unfailing arms around you;  God be with you till we meet again.  

Refrain 
 

 
Dismissal 

Go in peace. Remember the poor.  Thanks be to God. 
 

 
Thank you for your presence and participation in this worship service!  Love 

offerings are gratefully accepted in the bucket at the exit gates. 
 

 
Today’s Helpers 

Ushers & Greeters:  Chris Amick, Donnie Amick, Henry Auton 

Receiving Treasurer:  Patrick Hawkins 
Lay Reader:  Julie Livingston 

Organist:  Pam Carroll 803-944-2758 pscarroll131@gmail.com  
Music Director:  Julie Livingston 803-295-1791 

juliewillingham5@gmail.com 
Church Secretary:  Jeannie Cox 803-364-3786 

macedonialutheranchurch@gmail.com  
Interim Pastor:  The Reverend Marion Clark 
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Special welcome to this Lakeshore Service!  You are invited to dress casually and appropriately for 
outdoor worship.  If you would like to become a member, be baptized or receive Holy Communion, 
please contact any Church Council member or the Pastor.  Please ask an usher if you need 

assistance, and thanks so much for being with us today!  Come again soon! 
 
 
 

Attendance last week 

9:30 Drive-in Service 167 

Offering $9,025 

 

 

 

A special thank you to The Reverend Marion Clark for 

serving as our Interim Pastor for the last couple of years.  We 
have enjoyed having him and his wife with us and will miss 

them as part of our church family.  We hope that Pastor & 
Mrs. Clark will return to visit with us in the near future! 

 

 

 
• A special welcome to our Golden Agers on this Homecoming 

Sunday!  Although the pandemic has kept us from having our 
traditional picnic meal and festivities, this is still a special Sunday 

to honor those in our congregation that are 75+ years of age.  We 

look forward to a more traditional Homecoming next year!  We ask 
that all Golden Agers please stay after the Homecoming Service 

today so that we can take your picture.  Due to the continued 
need for social distancing, and in the best interest of everyone’s 

health and safety, we will be taking individual pictures this year in 
the lakeshore chapel, weather permitting.  In the event of 

unfavorable weather, pictures will be taken in the church and you 
will be directed on when and where to enter and exit. 

• We are pleased to announce that Pastor Terry Hundley's first 
Sunday with Macedonia Lutheran Church will be Sunday, October 

18th.  Pastor Terry has served since 2013 at St. Paul's Lutheran 
Church in Mount Pleasant, SC.  We look forward to Pastor Terry 

and his wife, Sharon, joining our church family!  



10 

 

• DON’T STOP NOW!!!  LAKESHORE SERVICES will continue until 
further notice, so please continue to join us for worship by car or boat!  

While present at our drive-in service, you can now tune in to 87.7 FM on 
your radio for a more up-close and personal audio experience!  Also, a 

copy of our weekly bulletin is now available online for those who are 
watching on Facebook or in a boat. Just visit our website at 

macedonialutheran.net, click on the bulletins tab and select the bulletin 
to view it.  As other changes arise, we will announce them here at the 

service, on our Facebook page “Macedonia Lutheran Church – ELCA” and 
on our website macedonialutheran.net.  We are truly blessed to be able 

to come together for drive-in worship, and we sincerely appreciate the 
love and support of our members and this wonderful community!  

• Please complete council ballots and return them to a ballot box at 
the gate as you exit.  You may also return your completed ballot by mail 

to the address on the front of this bulletin.  If you choose to return your 

ballot by mail, please feel free to omit any identifying information such 
as your name and/or address and place the church’s address on the 

return address portion of the envelope as well.   
• Today we honor our Golden Agers! Gifts were given out at the gates 

as you entered for worship.   If you did not receive your gift, or you 
know someone who is not here, please contact a church council member 

and the gift will be delivered.  Thank you! 
• Samaritan's Purse Operation Christmas Child Shoeboxes will be 

available in the hallway outside the church office beginning this Sunday. 
Brochures will be included in each box. Please return filled boxes by 

Sunday, November 15th. Thank you in advance for your support of this 
wonderful ministry to provide a little joy in the lives of children around 

the world. 
• Our sincere sympathies go out to the family and friends of Seber Ray 

Amick with his passing on Saturday, October 3rd.  May you all be 

comforted and supported by the eternal love and promises of our risen 
Christ. 

• The music stands being used this morning by the handbell choir 
are given to the glory of God in memory of Mrs. Barbara Lyerly. 

• Thank you all very much for the thoughts, prayers and cards.  I miss 
being able to come to church and wish I could be here!  -Wayne Fulmer  

• Sincere condolences go out to the family and friends of Elizabeth 
"Lib" Dawkins Adams with her passing on Monday, October 5th.  May you 
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all be comforted and supported by the eternal love and promises of our 
risen Christ. 

• During times of illness and death, the prayers and visits and 
remembrances of loved ones and friends are especially precious. 

They are most gladly and gratefully received. Thank you so very 
much for yours. I am heart-broken, of course. Barbara Alice and I 

made our marriage vows here at “Macedonia” 65 years ago. Please 
keep me in your prayers.  - Frank Lyerly 

 
 

 
 

Prayer Requests - Members 
Dovie Adams Juanita Fulmer Karen Ruff 

Jeannette Ayers Ola Mae Fulmer Joe Sabbagha 

Dorothy Berenbrok Craig & *Tina Hipp Shelby Seibert 
Mickey & Angela Bowers Joye Irons Jimmy Shealy 

Tommy & Janet Brown Richard & Freida Koon Katie Mae Slice 
Christy Bundrick Frank Lyerly Larry Tolbert 

Wayne & Lynn Dowd Dale McCoin Nellie Woods 
JoAnn Fulmer Carrie Pritchard Mickey Yarbrough 

    
 

Prayer Requests - Friends 
Marie Fulmer Johnny Nobles 

Jesse Key Terry Shaver 
Lynnette Lever Onie Wilder 

Geraldine Morris Michael Wise 
 

 

Nursing Home & Hospital Prayer Requests 
Saluda Nursing & Rehab Center, 581 Newberry Hwy., Saluda, SC  29138 

- Judy Kesler, Room 224 

- Wayne Fulmer, Room 214 

 The Heritage at Lowman, PO Box 444, White Rock, SC  29177 

- *Janette Cain, Room 319, Cana Hall 
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October 11, 2020 + 19th Sunday after Pentecost 
 

Justice for All 
 

As we try to make sense of today’s unsettling parable, it helps to recall that 
it was told during the last week of Jesus’ life, as the events leading to the 

crucifixion were already unfolding. The Jews gathered in Jerusalem were 
celebrating Passover, recalling how God had led them from slavery into 

freedom—and yet they were living under the oppressive thumb of the 
Roman occupation. 

 
The wedding banquet of the parable, like the festival of Passover, takes 

place against a backdrop of exclusion, injustice, and escalating violence. 
The king of the parable who sends troops out to wage war on those who 

have spurned his invitation reminds one less of God, who leads us beside 

still waters, than of Lin-Manuel Miranda’s King George III of Hamilton, who 
says, “I will kill your friends and family to remind you of my love.” 

 
And yet, to a people who are oppressed and calling on God to hold the 

powerful to account, it is indeed good news that God will not be silent and 
passive forever. It matters to God how we treat one another. 

 
In the liturgy of Holy Baptism, we are asked three times to renounce sin 

and the devil and all the forces that defy God, rebel against God, and draw 
us away from God. This renunciation can feel awkward to a people steeped 

in grace, yet it is critical to recognize and name the fact that there are 
forces in this world that would pull us into complicity with systems that 

deny life and liberty to our neighbors. 
 

The God of Matthew’s parable is the same God of Psalm 23, the one who 

walks with us through the valley of the shadow of death. Jesus reminds us 
how passionately God resists the powers that deal in fear and death. 

Instead of claiming that God is on our side, we are invited to join God’s side 
through our own dedication to justice for all of God’s people. 
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