
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Macedonia Lutheran Church 
49 Macedonia Church Road 

Prosperity, SC 29127 
 

Established 1847, 173rd Year of Ministry 
 

YOUR HEALTH AND SAFETY ARE OF  
UTMOST IMPORTANCE TO US!  WE MUST REMAIN IN 

COMPLIANCE WITH SOCIAL DISTANCING GUIDELINES; 
THEREFORE, WE KINDLY REMIND YOU THAT  

IT IS IMPERATIVE TO REMAIN IN YOUR VEHICLE FOR 
THE ENTIRE DURATION OF THE WORSHIP SERVICE. 

UPON CONCLUSION OF THE SERVICE, PLEASE FOLLOW 
THE DIRECTIONS OF OUR PARKING LOT ATTENDANTS 

FOR A SAFE AND TIMELY EXIT SO THAT WE MAY ALL DO 
OUR PARTS TO FLATTEN THE CURVE! 

GOD BLESS! 
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September 27, 2020- 9:30 am 
17th Sunday after Pentecost 

 
 
Quiet Gathering, Silent Prayer and Prelude 
 
 
Welcome and Announcements 
 
 
HYMN “O God, My Faithful God” 
 
1 O God, my faithful God, true fountain ever flowing, 
 without whom nothing is, all perfect gifts bestowing: 
 give me a healthy frame, and may I have within 
 a conscience free from blame, a soul unstained by sin. 
 
2 Give me the strength to do with ready heart and willing 
 whatever you command, my calling here fulfilling-- 
 to do it when I ought, with all my might--and bless 
 whatever I have wrought,  for you must give success. 
 
3 Keep me from saying words that later need recalling; 
 guard me, lest idle speech may from my lips be falling; 
 but when, within my place, I must and ought to speak, 
 then to my words give grace, lest I offend the weak. 
 
4 When dangers gather round, oh, keep me calm and fearless; 
 help me to bear the cross when life seems dark and cheerless; 
 help me, as you have taught, to love both great and small, 
 and, by your Spirit's might, to live at peace with all. 
 
 
Confession and Forgiveness 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who creates, redeems, and 
sustains us and all of creation.  Amen. 
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Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

 
Faithful God, have mercy on us.  We confess that we are captive to 
sin and cannot free ourselves.  We turn from your loving embrace 
and go our own ways.  We pass judgment on one another before 
examining ourselves.  We place our own needs before those of 
our neighbors.  We keep your gift of salvation to ourselves.  Make 
us humble, cast away our transgressions, and turn us again to 
life in you through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
 
God hears the cries of all who call out in need, and through his death and 
resurrection, Christ has made us his own.  Hear the truth that God 
proclaims:  Your sins are forgiven in the name of ☩ Jesus Christ.  Led by 
the Holy Spirit, live in freedom and newness to do God’s work in the 
world.  Amen. 
 
 
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 
of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  And also with you. 
 
 
 
Prayer of the Day 
God of love, giver of life, you know our frailties and failings. Give us your 
grace to overcome them, keep us from those things that harm us, and 
guide us in the way of salvation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord.   
Amen. 
 
 
 
First Reading:  Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32 
Ezekiel challenges those who think they cannot change because of what 
their parents were and did, or who think they cannot reverse their own 
previous behavior. God insistently invites people to turn and live. 
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1The word of the LORD came to me: 2What do you mean by repeating this 
proverb concerning the land of Israel, “The parents have eaten sour 
grapes, and the children’s teeth are set on edge”? 3As I live, says the 
Lord GOD, this proverb shall no more be used by you in Israel. 4Know 
that all lives are mine; the life of the parent as well as the life of the child 
is mine: it is only the person who sins that shall die. 
  25Yet you say, “The way of the Lord is unfair.” Hear now, O house of 
Israel: Is my way unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair? 26When the 
righteous turn away from their righteousness and commit iniquity, they 
shall die for it; for the iniquity that they have committed they shall die. 
27Again, when the wicked turn away from the wickedness they have 
committed and do what is lawful and right, they shall save their life. 
28Because they considered and turned away from all the transgressions 
that they had committed, they shall surely live; they shall not die. 29Yet 
the house of Israel says, “The way of the Lord is unfair.” O house of 
Israel, are my ways unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair? 
  30Therefore I will judge you, O house of Israel, all of you according to 
your ways, says the Lord GOD. Repent and turn from all your 
transgressions; otherwise iniquity will be your ruin. 31Cast away from you 
all the transgressions that you have committed against me, and get 
yourselves a new heart and a new spirit! Why will you die, O house of 
Israel? 32For I have no pleasure in the death of anyone, says the Lord 
GOD. Turn, then, and live. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
Psalmody:  Psalm 25:1-9 
(Sing in Unison) 

Remember, O LORD, your compassion and love. (Ps. 25:6) 
 1To | you, O LORD, 
  I lift | up my soul. 
 2My God, I put my trust in you; let me not be | put to shame, 
  nor let my enemies triumph | over me. 
 3Let none who look to you be | put to shame; 
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  rather let those be put to shame | who are treacherous. 
 4Show me your | ways, O LORD, 
  and teach | me your paths. R 
 5Lead me in your | truth and teach me, 
  for you are the God of my salvation; in you have I trusted all | the 
day long. 
 6Remember, O LORD, your compas- | sion and love, 
  for they are from | everlasting. 
 7Remember not the sins of my youth and | my transgressions; 
  remember me according to your steadfast love and for the sake of 
your good- | ness, O LORD. 
 8You are gracious and up- | right, O LORD; 
  therefore you teach sinners | in your way. 
 9You lead the low- | ly in justice 
  and teach the low- | ly your way. R 
 
 
 
Second Reading:  Philippians 2:1-13 
As part of a call for harmony rather than self-seeking, Paul uses a very 
early Christian hymn that extols the selflessness of Christ in his obedient 
death on the cross. Christ’s selfless perspective is to be the essential 
perspective we share as the foundation for Christian accord. 
1If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from love, 
any sharing in the Spirit, any compassion and sympathy, 2make my joy 
complete: be of the same mind, having the same love, being in full 
accord and of one mind. 3Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but 
in humility regard others as better than yourselves. 4Let each of you look 
not to your own interests, but to the interests of others. 5Let the same 
mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 6who, though he was in the form 
of God, did not regard equality with God as something to be exploited, 
 7but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, being born in human 
likeness.  And being found in human form, 8he humbled himself and 
became obedient to the point of death—even death on a cross. 
 
 9Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave him the name that is 
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above every name, 10so that at the name of Jesus every knee should 
bend, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11and every tongue 
should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 
 
  12Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only 
in my presence, but much more now in my absence, work out your own 
salvation with fear and trembling; 13for it is God who is at work in you, 
enabling you both to will and to work for his good pleasure. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
Holy Gospel according to Matthew 21:23-32 
Glory to You, O Lord 
After driving the moneychangers out of the temple (21:12), Jesus begins 
teaching there. His authority is questioned by the religious leaders, who 
are supposed to be in charge of the temple. 
23When [Jesus] entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of 
the people came to him as he was teaching, and said, “By what authority 
are you doing these things, and who gave you this authority?” 24Jesus 
said to them, “I will also ask you one question; if you tell me the answer, 
then I will also tell you by what authority I do these things. 25Did the 
baptism of John come from heaven, or was it of human origin?” And they 
argued with one another, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will say to us, 
‘Why then did you not believe him?’ 26But if we say, ‘Of human origin,’ 
we are afraid of the crowd; for all regard John as a prophet.” 27So they 
answered Jesus, “We do not know.” And he said to them, “Neither will I 
tell you by what authority I am doing these things. 
  28“What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and 
said, ‘Son, go and work in the vineyard today.’ 29He answered, ‘I will 
not’; but later he changed his mind and went. 30The father went to the 
second and said the same; and he answered, ‘I go, sir’; but he did not 
go. 31Which of the two did the will of his father?” They said, “The first.” 
Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and the 
prostitutes are going into the kingdom of God ahead of you. 32For John 
came to you in the way of righteousness and you did not believe him, 
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but the tax collectors and the prostitutes believed him; and even after 
you saw it, you did not change your minds and believe him.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord.  
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 
 
Sermon 
 
 
 
Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead.* 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 
 
 
Prayers of Intercession 
P:  Lord, in your mercy, 
C:  hear our prayer. 
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Lord's Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those 
  who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever.  Amen. 
 
 
 
Blessing 
Gracious God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you and lead you 
into the way of truth and life.   
Amen. 
 
 
 
HYMN “Just As I Am, without One Plea” 
 
1 Just as I am, without one plea, but that thy blood was  

shed for me, and that thou bidd'st me come to thee,  
O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 

 
2 Just as I am, though tossed about with many a conflict,  

many a doubt, fightings and fears within, without, 
 O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 
 
3 Just as I am, thou wilt receive, wilt welcome, pardon,  

cleanse, relieve; because thy promise I believe, 
 O Lamb of God, I come, I come, 
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4 Just as I am; thy love unknown  has broken ev'ry  
barrier down; now to be thine, yea, thine alone, 

 O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 
 
 
 
Dismissal 
Go in peace. Remember the poor. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
Thank you for your presence and participation in this worship service!  
Love offerings are gratefully accepted in the bucket at the exit gates. 
 
 
 

Today’s Helpers 
Ushers & Greeters:  Joshua Bowers, Kenny Fulmer, Leon Jr. & Lee 
Fulmer 
Receiving Treasurer:  Jennifer Ayers 
Lay Reader:  Edith Hawkins  
Organist:  Pam Carroll 803-944-2758 pscarroll131@gmail.com  
Music Director:  Julie Livingston 803-295-1791 
juliewillingham5@gmail.com 
Church Secretary:  Jeannie Cox 803-364-3786 
macedonialutheranchurch@gmail.com  
Interim Pastor:  The Reverend Marion Clark 
 
 
 
Special welcome to this Lakeshore Service!  You are invited to dress casually and appropriately 
for outdoor worship.  If you would like to become a member, be baptized or receive Holy 
Communion, please contact any Church Council member or the Pastor.  Please ask an usher if you 
need assistance, and thanks so much for being with us today!  Come again soon! 
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 HEAR YE, HEAR YE!  EXCITING BROADCAST INFORMATION:  
While present at our drive-in service, you can now tune in to 87.7 FM 
on your car or boat radio for a more up-close and personal audio 
experience! 

 DON’T STOP NOW!!!  LAKESHORE SERVICES will continue until 
further notice, so please continue to join us for worship by car or boat!  
As changes arise, we will announce them here at the service, on our 
Facebook page “Macedonia Lutheran Church – ELCA” and on our 
website macedonialutheran.net.  We are truly blessed to be able to 
come together for drive-in worship, and we sincerely appreciate the 
love and support of our members and this wonderful community!  

 Completed council ballots are due TODAY!  Please return them to 
a ballot box at the gate as you exit.  Thank you! 

 A copy of our weekly bulletin is now available online for those who 
are watching on Facebook or in a boat. Just visit our website at 
macedonialutheran.net, click on the bulletins tab and select the bulletin 
to view it.   

 Our final September Facebook Live Hymn Sing will be Wednesday, 
September 30th, at 7:30 pm.  Please remember to join us to listen in 
and sing along!  Thanks! 

 Thank you for all the acts of kindness shown to us during the loss 
of Peggy and Dick Stepp.  We appreciate all of the cards and prayers 
throughout this time.  A special thank you to Pastor Clark, Pastor 
Derrick, and church members for coordinating their graveside 
service.  Your thoughtfulness is very much appreciated.  - Debbie 
Stepp; Ramona, Jack, Paul and Gus Schneider; Tommy & Janet Brown; 
Ruthie Hamm; Frank Lyerly; and families 
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 Generations of Chapin currently has a variety of rooms available at 
their assisted living facility.  If you or someone you know has any 
questions about assisted living and the services they provide, please 
contact them at 803-345-1911. 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Prayer Requests - Members 
Dovie Adams Juanita Fulmer Karen Ruff 
Jeannette Ayers Ola Mae Fulmer Joe Sabbagha 
Dorothy Berenbrok Craig & *Tina Hipp Shelby Seibert 
Mickey & Angela Bowers Joye Irons Jimmy Shealy 
Tommy & Janet Brown Richard & Freida Koon Katie Mae Slice 
Christy Bundrick Frank Lyerly Larry Tolbert 
Wayne Dowd Dale McCoin Mickey Yarbrough 
JoAnn Fulmer Carrie Pritchard  

    
Prayer Requests – Friends 

Jeannie Cox Geraldine Morris Terry Shaver 
Marie Fulmer Johnny Nobles Onie Wilder 
Jesse Key Nadine Pierce Michael Wise 

 
Nursing Home & Hospital Prayer Requests 

 White Oak Manor, 2555 Kinard St., Newberry, SC 29108 
- Seber Ray Amick, Room 208 
 Saluda Nursing & Rehab Center, 581 Newberry Hwy., Saluda, SC  29138 
- Judy Kesler, Room 224 
- Wayne Fulmer, Room 214 
 The Heritage at Lowman, PO Box 444, White Rock, SC  29177 
- *Janette Cain, Room 319, Cana Hall 
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September 27, 2020 + 17th Sunday after Pentecost 
 
 

I Believe in You 

Today’s gospel questions what it means to believe in something. Belief 
can be exhibited by actions or in words, but true belief is displayed when 
the two contradict each other. We may say we do not believe in 
monsters under our bed. However, if upon hearing a noise underneath us 
at night, we clutch the blanket a little tighter around us, do we still claim 
to not believe in monsters? Believing in something or someone does 
more than affect our mind. It influences our behavior. It informs our 
actions and changes our character. 

Believing in Jesus is not a cognitive experience alone. If it were, we’d be 
like the second son who professes to do the will of the father, but 
doesn’t. Rather, our actions are the mirrors of our belief, reflecting our 
faith outward. This is why worship is structured to rehearse our patterns 
of behavior for the world. In worship, we gather to practice 
accountability, interdependence, passing the peace, and turning toward 
God. Our faith shapes us to live in the world according to God’s principles 
of justice, mercy, and kindness. 

When we believe in something, we give authority to it, whether the belief 
is spoken or enacted. This is why the words “I believe in you” before a 
feat of courage are often so powerfully effective. Knowing that someone 
believes in you bestows authority and strength. It moves you from 
thought to action, making it possible to boldly live into whatever is 
believed of you. 

God believes in you. This does not mean there is a divine being out there 
who merely believes that you exist. This is not a passive form of 
believing. God believes in you and gives you authority to live boldly as a 
disciple of Jesus. Just as Jesus’ authority came from God, so does your 
authority to do what you have been sent to do. “You can do it,” God 
encourages. “I believe in you!” 

 
 
From sundaysandseasons.com. 
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