
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Macedonia Lutheran Church 
49 Macedonia Church Road 

Prosperity, SC 29127 
 

Established 1847, 173rd Year of Ministry 
 
 

YOUR HEALTH AND SAFETY ARE OF  
UTMOST IMPORTANCE TO US!  WE MUST REMAIN IN 

COMPLIANCE WITH SOCIAL DISTANCING GUIDELINES; 
THEREFORE, WE KINDLY REMIND YOU THAT  

IT IS IMPERATIVE TO REMAIN IN YOUR VEHICLE FOR THE 
ENTIRE DURATION OF THE WORSHIP SERVICE. 

UPON CONCLUSION OF THE SERVICE, PLEASE FOLLOW THE 
DIRECTIONS OF OUR PARKING LOT ATTENDANTS FOR A 
SAFE AND TIMELY EXIT SO THAT WE MAY ALL DO OUR 

PARTS TO FLATTEN THE CURVE! 
GOD BLESS! 
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September 20, 2020 - 9:30 am 
16th Sunday after Pentecost 

 
 
Quiet Gathering, Silent Prayer and Prelude 
 
 
Welcome and Announcements 
 
 
HYMN “Great Is Thy Faithfulness” 
 
1 Great is thy faithfulness, O God my Father; there is no  

shadow of turning with thee; thou changest not, thy com- 
passions they fail not; as thou hast been, thou forever wilt be. 

 
Refrain 
 Great is thy faithfulness! Great is thy faithfulness!  Morning by  

morning new mercies I see; all I have needed thy  
hand hath provided; great is thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me! 

 
2 Summer and winter and springtime and harvest, sun, moon, and  

stars in their courses above join with all nature in  
manifold witness to thy great faithfulness, mercy, and love.  Refrain 

 
3 Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth, thine own dear  

presence to cheer and to guide;  strength for today and bright  
hope for tomorrow, blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside!  
Refrain 

 
 
Confession and Forgiveness  
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose 
mercy endures forever.  Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 
Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot 
free ourselves. 
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We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what 
we have done and by what we have left undone.  We have not loved 
you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves.  For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on 
us.  Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in 
your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.  
Amen. 
 
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for 
his sake God forgives us all our sins.  As a called and ordained minister of 
the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the 
entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ 
Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 
the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
 
Prayer of the Day 
Almighty and eternal God, you show perpetual lovingkindness to us your 
servants. Because we cannot rely on our own abilities, grant us your 
merciful judgment, and train us to embody the generosity of your Son, 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
 

First Reading: Jonah 3:10--4:11 
After Jonah’s short sermon in 3:4, the Ninevites all repented and God 
decided to spare the city. Jonah objected to this and became even more 
angry when God ordered a worm to destroy a plant that was providing 
shade. The book ends with a question that challenges any who are not 
ready to forgive: You, Jonah, are all worked up about a bush, but shouldn’t 
I be concerned about a hundred and twenty thousand Ninevites? 
10When God saw what [the people of Ninevah] did, how they turned from 
their evil ways, God changed his mind about the calamity that he had said 
he would bring upon them; and he did not do it. 
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 4:1But this was very displeasing to Jonah, and he became angry. 2He 
prayed to the LORD and said, “O LORD! Is not this what I said while I was 
still in my own country? That is why I fled to Tarshish at the beginning; for 
I knew that you are a gracious God and merciful, slow to anger, and 
abounding in steadfast love, and ready to relent from punishing. 3And now, 
O LORD, please take my life from me, for it is better for me to die than to 
live.” 4And the LORD said, “Is it right for you to be angry?” 5Then Jonah 
went out of the city and sat down east of the city, and made a booth for 
himself there. He sat under it in the shade, waiting to see what would 
become of the city. 
  6The LORD God appointed a bush, and made it come up over Jonah, to 
give shade over his head, to save him from his discomfort; so Jonah was 
very happy about the bush. 7But when dawn came up the next day, God 
appointed a worm that attacked the bush, so that it withered. 8When the 
sun rose, God prepared a sultry east wind, and the sun beat down on the 
head of Jonah so that he was faint and asked that he might die. He said, “It 
is better for me to die than to live.” 
  9But God said to Jonah, “Is it right for you to be angry about the bush?” 
And he said, “Yes, angry enough to die.” 10Then the LORD said, “You are 
concerned about the bush, for which you did not labor and which you did 
not grow; it came into being in a night and perished in a night. 11And 
should I not be concerned about Nineveh, that great city, in which there 
are more than a hundred and twenty thousand persons who do not know 
their right hand from their left, and also many animals?” 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Psalmody:  Psalm 145:1-8 
(Sing in Unison) 

The LORD is slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. (Ps. 145:8) 
 1I will exalt you, my | God and king, 
  and bless your name forev- | er and ever. 
 2Every day | will I bless you 
  and praise your name forev- | er and ever. 
 3Great is the LORD and greatly | to be praised! 
  There is no end | to your greatness. 
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 4One generation shall praise your works | to another 
  and shall de- | clare your power. R 
 5I will speak of the glorious splendor | of your majesty 
  and all your | marvelous works. 
 6They shall tell of the might of your | wondrous acts, 
  and I will re- | count your greatness. 
 7They shall publish the remembrance of | your great goodness; 
  they shall sing joyfully | of your righteousness. 
 8The LORD is gracious and full | of compassion, 
  slow to anger and abounding in | steadfast love. R 
 
 
Second Reading:   Philippians 1:21-30 
Paul writes to the Philippians from prison. Though he is uncertain about the 
outcome of his imprisonment, he is committed to the ministry of the gospel 
and calls on the Philippians to live lives that reflect and enhance the gospel 
mission. 
21For to me, living is Christ and dying is gain. 22If I am to live in the flesh, 
that means fruitful labor for me; and I do not know which I prefer. 23I am 
hard pressed between the two: my desire is to depart and be with Christ, 
for that is far better; 24but to remain in the flesh is more necessary for you. 
25Since I am convinced of this, I know that I will remain and continue with 
all of you for your progress and joy in faith, 26so that I may share 
abundantly in your boasting in Christ Jesus when I come to you again. 
  27Only, live your life in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that, 
whether I come and see you or am absent and hear about you, I will know 
that you are standing firm in one spirit, striving side by side with one mind 
for the faith of the gospel, 28and are in no way intimidated by your 
opponents. For them this is evidence of their destruction, but of your 
salvation. And this is God’s doing. 29For he has graciously granted you the 
privilege not only of believing in Christ, but of suffering for him as well—
30since you are having the same struggle that you saw I had and now hear 
that I still have. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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Holy Gospel according to Matthew 20:1-16 
Glory to you, O Lord 
Jesus tells a parable about God’s generosity, challenging the common 
assumption that God rewards people according to what they have earned 
or deserve. 
[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1“The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner 
who went out early in the morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. 2After 
agreeing with the laborers for the usual daily wage, he sent them into his 
vineyard. 3When he went out about nine o’clock, he saw others standing 
idle in the marketplace; 4and he said to them, ‘You also go into the 
vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is right.’ So they went. 5When he 
went out again about noon and about three o’clock, he did the same. 6And 
about five o’clock he went out and found others standing around; and he 
said to them, ‘Why are you standing here idle all day?’ 7They said to him, 
‘Because no one has hired us.’ He said to them, ‘You also go into the 
vineyard.’ 8When evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his 
manager, ‘Call the laborers and give them their pay, beginning with the last 
and then going to the first.’ 9When those hired about five o’clock came, 
each of them received the usual daily wage. 10Now when the first came, 
they thought they would receive more; but each of them also received the 
usual daily wage. 11And when they received it, they grumbled against the 
landowner, 12saying, ‘These last worked only one hour, and you have made 
them equal to us who have borne the burden of the day and the scorching 
heat.’ 13But he replied to one of them, ‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong; 
did you not agree with me for the usual daily wage? 14Take what belongs to 
you and go; I choose to give to this last the same as I give to you. 15Am I 
not allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me? Or are you 
envious because I am generous?’ 16So the last will be first, and the first will 
be last.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord.  
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 
Sermon 
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Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 
he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 
and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 
 
 
Prayers of Intercession 
P:  Lord, in your mercy, 
C:  hear our prayer. 
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Words of Institution and Communion 
“In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and 
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; 
this is my body, given for you.  Do this for remembrance of me.  Again, 
after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 
saying:  This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all 
people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the remembrance of me.”   
 
 
Lord's Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day 
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 
 
 
Blessing 
Gracious God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you and lead you into 
the way of truth and life.  Amen. 
 
 
HYMN “On Our Way Rejoicing” 
 
1 On our way rejoicing gladly let us go. 
 Christ our Lord has conquered; vanquished is the foe. 
 Christ without, our safety; Christ within, our joy; 
 who, if we be faithful, can our hope destroy? 
 
Refrain 
 On our way rejoicing; as we forward move, 
 hearken to our praises, O blest God of love! 
 
2 Unto God the Father joyful songs we sing; 
 unto God the Savior  thankful hearts we bring; 
 unto God the Spirit bow we and adore, 

on our way rejoicing now and evermore.  Refrain 
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Dismissal 
Go in peace. Remember the poor. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Thank you for your presence and participation in this worship service!  Love 
offerings are gratefully accepted in the bucket at the exit gates. 
 
 

Today’s Helpers 
Ushers & Greeters:  Joshua Bowers, Kenny Fulmer, Leon Jr. & Lee 
Fulmer 
Receiving Treasurer:  Jennifer Ayers 
Lay Reader:  Dorothy Longshore 
Organist:  Pam Carroll 803-944-2758 pscarroll131@gmail.com  
Music Director:  Julie Livingston 803-295-1791 
juliewillingham5@gmail.com 
Church Secretary:  Jeannie Cox 803-364-3786 
macedonialutheranchurch@gmail.com  
Interim Pastor:  The Reverend Marion Clark 
 
 
Special welcome to this Lakeshore Service!  You are invited to dress casually and appropriately for 
outdoor worship.  If you would like to become a member, be baptized or receive Holy Communion, 
please contact any Church Council member or the Pastor.  Our live video-equipped nursery is 
provided in the parish hall during worship.  Please ask an usher if you need assistance, and thanks 
so much for being with us today!  Come again soon! 
 

 
 

REGARDING HOLY COMMUNION 
There will be 3 separate communion stations at which we will receive a 
single-file line, appropriately distanced, at each station.  After receiving 
the bread and wine, each person will return to their car or boat.  Those 
who cannot come forward may remain in their cars, having the driver 

wave to have the elements brought to them if they wish.  If you do not 
feel comfortable participating in communion, please feel free to refrain 

from communing at this time. 
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Attendance last week 
9:30 Drive-in Service 253 

Offering $6,901 
 

 
 
 HEAR YE, HEAR YE!  EXCITING BROADCAST INFORMATION:  While 

present at our drive-in service, you can now tune in to 87.7 FM on your 
car or boat radio for a more up-close and personal audio experience! 

 DON’T STOP NOW!!!  LAKESHORE SERVICES will continue until further 
notice, so please continue to join us for worship by car or boat!  As 
changes arise, we will announce them here at the service, on our 
Facebook page “Macedonia Lutheran Church – ELCA” and on our website 
macedonialutheran.net.  We are truly blessed to be able to come together 
for drive-in worship, and we sincerely appreciate the love and support of 
our members and this wonderful community!  

 Please complete council ballots and return them to a ballot box at the 
gate as you exit.  You may also return your completed ballot by mail to 
the address on the front of this bulletin.  If you choose to return your 
ballot by mail, please feel free to omit any identifying information such as 
your name and/or address and place the church’s address on the return 
address portion of the envelope as well. 

 A copy of our weekly bulletin is now available online for those who are 
watching on Facebook or in a boat. Just visit our website at 
macedonialutheran.net, click on the bulletins tab and select the bulletin 
to view it.   

 Every Wednesday at 7:30 pm, during September, our Macedonia 
Choir will be going live on our Facebook page and hosting a Hymn Sing.  
We will sing five or six hymns each week.  Please contact Julie Livingston 
if there is a hymn you would like for the choir to sing on one of the 
Wednesday nights. Thanks! 

 I am writing this to give my personal “thank you” to each and every 
one who prayed for me and kept me in their thoughts, sent cards, texts, 
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called and emailed me during my time in Charleston. I feel truly blessed. - 
Joe Sabbagha 

 Thank you for all the acts of kindness shown to us during the loss of 
Peggy and Dick Stepp.  We appreciate all of the cards and prayers 
throughout this time.  A special thank you to Pastor Clark, Pastor Derrick, 
and church members for coordinating their graveside service.  Your 
thoughtfulness is very much appreciated.  - Debbie Stepp; Ramona, Jack, 
Paul and Gus Schneider; Tommy & Janet Brown; Ruthie Hamm; Frank 
Lyerly; and families 

 Generations of Chapin currently has a variety of rooms available at their 
assisted living facility.  If you or someone you know has any questions 
about assisted living and the services they provide, please contact them 
at 803-345-1911. 

 
 

Prayer Requests - Members 
Dovie Adams Juanita Fulmer Karen Ruff 
Jeannette Ayers Ola Mae Fulmer Joe Sabbagha 
Dorothy Berenbrok Craig & *Tina Hipp Shelby Seibert 
Mickey & Angela Bowers Joye Irons Jimmy Shealy 
Tommy & Janet Brown Richard & Freida Koon Katie Mae Slice 
Christy Bundrick Frank Lyerly Larry Tolbert 
Wayne Dowd Dale McCoin Mickey Yarbrough 
JoAnn Fulmer Carrie Pritchard  

    
Prayer Requests – Friends 

Jeannie Cox Geraldine Morris Terry Shaver 
Marie Fulmer Johnny Nobles Onie Wilder 
Jesse Key Nadine Pierce Michael Wise 

 
Nursing Home & Hospital Prayer Requests 

 White Oak Manor, 2555 Kinard St., Newberry, SC 29108 
- Seber Ray Amick, Room 208 
 Saluda Nursing & Rehab Center, 581 Newberry Hwy., Saluda, SC  29138 
- Judy Kesler, Room 224 
- Wayne Fulmer, Room 214 
 The Heritage at Lowman, PO Box 444, White Rock, SC  29177 
- *Janette Cain, Room 319, Cana Hall 
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September 20, 2020 + 16th Sunday after Pentecost 
 

 

Leftovers 

 

The last laborers to join the vineyard had spent their day being picked over. They 
were the hiring process leftovers. Like the last kids remaining in a gym class team 
selection, these laborers were for one reason or another deemed less valuable 
workers by the other landowners. Perhaps they were less physically capable than 
others. Maybe their strengths were not easily visible. Not being hired for work that 
day, they were standing around with no purpose or potential for growth. 

But we have a generous landowner who does not overlook anyone. This landowner 
spends his entire day scouring the market for those who have been left behind 
and securing a place for them in his vineyard. He gives them value and meaning. 
Jesus will not rest until every lost and idle bystander has a place in the kingdom of 
heaven. 

This radical generosity scandalizes the system that rewards people based on their 
merits and outputs. But Jesus rewards people of all abilities and work ethics 
equally. In God’s commonwealth, the leftover workers have as much value as 
those chosen first. 

Eunice Kennedy Shriver was keenly aware of how people with intellectual 
disabilities were defined by what they couldn’t do. She wanted to provide 
opportunities for them to develop physical fitness, display courage, and find joy on 
the playing field. Her vision grew into the Special Olympics movement. This 
inclusive and expansive glimpse into the kingdom of heaven celebrates the athletic 
achievements of those who are often excluded from the vineyard. 

In worship, we practice leaning into Jesus’ vision as we gather around the table. 
Regardless of our status or position, we are all on equal footing at Christ’s meal. 
We are given the same portions of bread. We drink from the same cup. It does not 
matter if we arrived late or early, young or old, grateful or ungrateful. Jesus has 
invited each of us here. We have not been overlooked. We have been given our 
work for this day. 
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