
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Macedonia Lutheran Church 
49 Macedonia Church Road 

Prosperity, SC 29127 
 

Established 1847, 173rd Year of Ministry 
 

YOUR HEALTH AND SAFETY ARE OF  
UTMOST IMPORTANCE TO US!  WE MUST REMAIN IN 

COMPLIANCE WITH SOCIAL DISTANCING GUIDELINES; 
THEREFORE, WE KINDLY REMIND YOU THAT  

IT IS IMPERATIVE TO REMAIN IN YOUR VEHICLE FOR 
THE ENTIRE DURATION OF THE WORSHIP SERVICE. 

UPON CONCLUSION OF THE SERVICE, PLEASE FOLLOW 
THE DIRECTIONS OF OUR PARKING LOT ATTENDANTS 

FOR A SAFE AND TIMELY EXIT SO THAT WE MAY ALL DO 
OUR PARTS TO FLATTEN THE CURVE! 

GOD BLESS! 
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September 13, 2020 - 9:30 am 
15th Sunday after Pentecost 

 
 
Quiet Gathering, Silent Prayer and Prelude 
 
 
Welcome and Announcements 
 
 
HYMN “Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise” 
1 Immortal, invisible, God only wise, 
 in light inaccessible hid from our eyes, 
 most blessed, most glorious, the Ancient of Days, 
 almighty, victorious, thy great name we praise! 
 
2 Unresting, unhasting, and silent as light, 
 nor wanting, nor wasting, thou rulest in might; 
 thy justice like mountains high soaring above 
 thy clouds which are fountains of goodness and love. 
 
3 To all, life thou givest, to both great and small; 
 in all life thou livest, the true life of all; 
 we blossom and flourish like leaves on the tree, 
 and wither and perish, but naught changeth thee. 
 
4 Thou reignest in glory; thou dwellest in light; 
 thine angels adore thee, all veiling their sight; 
 all laud we would render; oh, help us to see 

'tis only the splendor of light hideth thee! 
 
 
Confession and Forgiveness 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who creates, redeems, and 
sustains us and all of creation.  Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
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Faithful God, have mercy on us.  We confess that we are captive to 
sin and cannot free ourselves.  We turn from your loving embrace 
and go our own ways.  We pass judgment on one another before 
examining ourselves.  We place our own needs before those of 
our neighbors.  We keep your gift of salvation to ourselves.  Make 
us humble, cast away our transgressions, and turn us again to 
life in you through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
 
God hears the cries of all who call out in need, and through his death and 
resurrection, Christ has made us his own.  Hear the truth that God 
proclaims:  Your sins are forgiven in the name of ☩ Jesus Christ.  Led by 
the Holy Spirit, live in freedom and newness to do God’s work in the 
world.  Amen. 
 
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 
of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
 
Prayer of the Day 
O Lord God, merciful judge, you are the inexhaustible fountain of 
forgiveness. Replace our hearts of stone with hearts that love and adore 
you, that we may delight in doing your will, through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
 
First Reading:  Genesis 50:15-21 
After Jacob’s death the brothers of Joseph begged for forgiveness for the 
crime they had done against him. You intended to do me harm, Joseph 
said, but God used this as an opportunity to do good and save many 
lives. 
15Realizing that their father was dead, Joseph’s brothers said, “What if 
Joseph still bears a grudge against us and pays us back in full for all the 
wrong that we did to him?” 16So they approached Joseph, saying, “Your 
father gave this instruction before he died, 17‘Say to Joseph: I beg you, 
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forgive the crime of your brothers and the wrong they did in harming 
you.’ Now therefore please forgive the crime of the servants of the God 
of your father.” Joseph wept when they spoke to him. 18Then his brothers 
also wept, fell down before him, and said, “We are here as your slaves.” 
19But Joseph said to them, “Do not be afraid! Am I in the place of God? 
20Even though you intended to do harm to me, God intended it for good, 
in order to preserve a numerous people, as he is doing today. 21So have 
no fear; I myself will provide for you and your little ones.” In this way he 
reassured them, speaking kindly to them. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Psalmody:  Psalm 103:1-13 
(Sing in Unison) 

LORD, you are full of compassion and mercy. (Ps. 103:8) 
 1Bless the LORD, | O my soul, 
  and all that is within me, bless God’s | holy name. 
 2Bless the LORD, | O my soul, 
  and forget not | all God’s benefits— 
 3who forgives | all your sins 
  and heals all | your diseases; 
 4who redeems your life | from the grave 
  and crowns you with steadfast | love and mercy; R 
 5who satisfies your desires | with good things 
  so that your youth is renewed | like an eagle’s. 
 6O LORD, you provide | vindication 
  and justice for all who | are oppressed. 
 7You made known your | ways to Moses 
  and your works to the chil- | dren of Israel. 
  8LORD, you are full of compas- | sion and mercy, 
  slow to anger and abounding in | steadfast love; R 
 9you will not al- | ways accuse us, 
  nor will you keep your an- | ger forever. 
 10You have not dealt with us according | to our sins, 
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  nor repaid us according to | our iniquities. 
 11For as the heavens are high a- | bove the earth, 
  so great is your steadfast love for | those who fear you. 
 12As far as the east is | from the west, 
  so far have you removed our transgres- | sions from us. 
 13As a father has compassion | for his children, 
  so you have compassion for those who fear | you, O LORD. R 
 
 
Second Reading:  Romans 14:1-12 
This Christian community has significant struggles with diversity. Here 
Paul helps us understand that despite different practices in worship and 
personal piety, we do not judge one another. All Christians belong to the 
Lord Jesus Christ who died for all of us and will judge each of us. 
1Welcome those who are weak in faith, but not for the purpose of 
quarreling over opinions. 2Some believe in eating anything, while the 
weak eat only vegetables. 3Those who eat must not despise those who 
abstain, and those who abstain must not pass judgment on those who 
eat; for God has welcomed them. 4Who are you to pass judgment on 
servants of another? It is before their own lord that they stand or fall. 
And they will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make them stand. 
  5Some judge one day to be better than another, while others judge all 
days to be alike. Let all be fully convinced in their own minds. 6Those 
who observe the day, observe it in honor of the Lord. Also those who eat, 
eat in honor of the Lord, since they give thanks to God; while those who 
abstain, abstain in honor of the Lord and give thanks to God. 
  7We do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. 8If we 
live, we live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord; so then, 
whether we live or whether we die, we are the Lord’s. 9For to this end 
Christ died and lived again, so that he might be Lord of both the dead 
and the living. 
  10Why do you pass judgment on your brother or sister? Or you, why 
do you despise your brother or sister? For we will all stand before the 
judgment seat of God. 11For it is written,  
 “As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, 
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  and every tongue shall give praise to God.” 
12So then, each of us will be accountable to God. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Holy Gospel according to Matthew 18:21-35 
Glory to You, O Lord 
When Peter asks about the limits of forgiveness, Jesus responds with a 
parable that suggests human forgiveness should mirror the unlimited 
mercy of God. 
21Peter came and said to [Jesus], “Lord, if another member of the church 
sins against me, how often should I forgive? As many as seven times?” 
22Jesus said to him, “Not seven times, but, I tell you, seventy-seven 
times. 
  23“For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king 
who wished to settle accounts with his slaves. 24When he began the 
reckoning, one who owed him ten thousand talents was brought to him; 
25and, as he could not pay, his lord ordered him to be sold, together with 
his wife and children and all his possessions, and payment to be made. 
26So the slave fell on his knees before him, saying, ‘Have patience with 
me, and I will pay you everything.’ 27And out of pity for him, the lord of 
that slave released him and forgave him the debt. 28But that same slave, 
as he went out, came upon one of his fellow slaves who owed him a 
hundred denarii; and seizing him by the throat, he said, ‘Pay what you 
owe.’ 29Then his fellow slave fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have 
patience with me, and I will pay you.’ 30But he refused; then he went and 
threw him into prison until he would pay the debt. 31When his fellow 
slaves saw what had happened, they were greatly distressed, and they 
went and reported to their lord all that had taken place. 32Then his lord 
summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked slave! I forgave you all that 
debt because you pleaded with me. 33Should you not have had mercy on 
your fellow slave, as I had mercy on you?’ 34And in anger his lord handed 
him over to be tortured until he would pay his entire debt. 35So my 
heavenly Father will also do to every one of you, if you do not forgive 
your brother or sister from your heart.” 
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The Gospel of the Lord.  
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 
Sermon 
 
 
Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead.* 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 
 
Prayers of Intercession 
P:  Lord, in your mercy, 
C:  hear our prayer. 
 
 
Lord's Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
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 thy will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those 
  who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever.  Amen. 
 
 
 
Blessing 
Gracious God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you and lead you 
into the way of truth and life.  Amen. 
 
 
 
HYMN “Where Charity and Love Prevail” 

1 Where charity and love prevail,  there God is ever found; 
 brought here together by Christ's love, by love we thus are bound. 
 
2 With grateful joy and holy fear,  God's charity we learn; 
 let us with heart and mind and soul now love God in return. 
 
3 Let us recall that in our midst dwells Christ, God's holy Son; 
 as members of each body joined, in him we are made one. 
 
4 Let strife among us be unknown; let all contentions cease. 
 Be God's the glory that we seek; be his our only peace. 
 
5 Let us forgive each other's faults as we our own confess, 
 that we may love each other well in Christian gentleness. 
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Dismissal 
Go in peace. Remember the poor. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
Thank you for your presence and participation in this worship service!  
Love offerings are gratefully accepted in the bucket at the exit gates. 
 
 
 

Today’s Helpers 
Ushers & Greeters:  Joshua Bowers, Kenny Fulmer, Leon Jr. & Lee 
Fulmer 
Receiving Treasurer:  Jennifer Ayers 
Lay Reader:  Julie Livingston  
Organist:  Pam Carroll 803-944-2758 pscarroll131@gmail.com  
Music Director:  Julie Livingston 803-295-1791 
juliewillingham5@gmail.com 
Church Secretary:  Jeannie Cox 803-364-3786 
macedonialutheranchurch@gmail.com  
Interim Pastor:  The Reverend Marion Clark 
 
 
 
Special welcome to this Lakeshore Service!  You are invited to dress casually and appropriately 
for outdoor worship.  If you would like to become a member, be baptized or receive Holy 
Communion, please contact any Church Council member or the Pastor.  Please ask an usher if you 
need assistance, and thanks so much for being with us today!  Come again soon! 

 
 
 

Attendance last week 
9:30 Drive-in Service 220 

Offering $8,563 
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 Please complete council ballots and return them to a ballot box at 

the gate as you exit.  You may also return your completed ballot by 
mail to the address on the front of this bulletin.  If you choose to return 
your ballot by mail, please feel free to omit any identifying information 
such as your name and/or address and place the church’s address on 
the return address portion of the envelope as well. 

 A copy of our weekly bulletin is now available online for those who 
are watching on Facebook or in a boat. Just visit our website at 
macedonialutheran.net, click on the bulletins tab and select the bulletin 
to view it.   

 Every Wednesday Evening in the month of September at 7:30 
pm, our Macedonia Choir will be going live on Macedonia Lutheran 
Church’s Facebook page and hosting a Hymn Sing.  We will sing five or 
six hymns each Wednesday evening. Please contact Julie Livingston if 
there is a hymn you would like for the choir to sing on one of the 
Wednesday nights. Thanks! 

 I am writing this to give my personal “thank you” to each and 
every one who prayed for me and kept me in their thoughts, sent cards, 
texts, called and emailed me during my time in Charleston. I feel truly 
blessed. - Joe Sabbagha 
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Prayer Requests - Members 
Dovie Adams Juanita Fulmer Karen Ruff 
Jeannette Ayers Ola Mae Fulmer Joe Sabbagha 
Dorothy Berenbrok Craig & *Tina Hipp Shelby Seibert 
Mickey & Angela Bowers Joye Irons Jimmy Shealy 
Tommy & Janet Brown Richard & Freida Koon Katie Mae Slice 
Christy Bundrick Frank Lyerly Larry Tolbert 
Wayne Dowd Dale McCoin Mickey Yarbrough 
JoAnn Fulmer Carrie Pritchard  
    

Prayer Requests – Friends 
Marie Fulmer Nadine Pierce 
Jesse Key Terry Shaver 
Geraldine Morris Onie Wilder 
Johnny Nobles Michael Wise 

 
Nursing Home & Hospital Prayer Requests 

 White Oak Manor, 2555 Kinard St., Newberry, SC 29108 
- Seber Ray Amick, Room 208 
 Saluda Nursing & Rehab Center, 581 Newberry Hwy., Saluda, SC  29138 
- Judy Kesler, Room 224 
- Wayne Fulmer, Room 214 
 The Heritage at Lowman, PO Box 444, White Rock, SC  29177 
- *Janette Cain, Room 319, Cana Hall 
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September 13, 2020 + 15th Sunday after Pentecost 
 

Deep Waters of Forgiveness 
 
Churches have different practices around baptism. In some churches, a 
small bowl holds just enough water to trickle a few drops over the head. 
In others, the bowl is wider and the water is splashed with the whole 
hand. In yet other churches, the person is fully immersed in a font large 
enough for them to go all the way underwater. Sometimes the water 
stays in the bowl, sometimes a bit splashes out, and sometimes the 
whole area around the font gets wet. But no matter the amount of water 
used, there’s always more where it comes from. God’s waters of 
forgiveness run deeper than we will ever know. 
 
The waters of baptism are so deep that even a few sprinkles cover a 
lifetime of falling short. We are forgiven time and again for a myriad of 
sins. And because the weight of sin has been lifted from us, we are free 
to extend such forgiveness to others. 
 
In fact, our faith depends on it. In the Lord’s Prayer, our petition for 
forgiveness is directly tied to our own willingness to forgive others: 
“Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.” Thankfully, 
we are not expected to conjure up such forgiveness on our own. We draw 
from the endless supply of divine reserves. Where we, and Peter, might 
have difficulty forgiving a mere seven times, Jesus reminds us that his 
kind of forgiveness can be measured on an exponential scale. 
 
While our capacity for forgiveness may be limited, Jesus’ well of 
forgiveness is deep enough for all people and all matters of sin. When we 
find ourselves struggling to extend forgiveness to others, we return to 
the baptismal font. This is an overflowing well of love. Drawing from this 
water, we draw from the limitless supply of forgiveness. 
 
Remembering our baptism, we are reminded not only that we are 
forgiven, but that we, too, are agents of forgiveness in the world. 
 
From sundaysandseasons.com. 
Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 


