
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Macedonia Lutheran Church 
49 Macedonia Church Road 

Prosperity, SC 29127 
 

Established 1847, 173rd Year of Ministry 

 

YOUR HEALTH AND SAFETY ARE OF  
UTMOST IMPORTANCE TO US!  WE MUST REMAIN IN 

COMPLIANCE WITH SOCIAL DISTANCING GUIDELINES; 
THEREFORE, WE KINDLY REMIND YOU THAT  

IT IS IMPERATIVE TO REMAIN IN YOUR VEHICLE FOR 
THE ENTIRE DURATION OF THE WORSHIP SERVICE. 

UPON CONCLUSION OF THE SERVICE, PLEASE FOLLOW 
THE DIRECTIONS OF OUR PARKING LOT ATTENDANTS 
FOR A SAFE AND TIMELY EXIT SO THAT WE MAY ALL 

RETURN HOME AND DO OUR PARTS TO  
FLATTEN THE CURVE! 

GOD BLESS! 
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September 6, 2020 - 9:30 am 

14th Sunday after Pentecost 

 

Altar Flowers – To the glory of God and in honor of 

Monroe E. and Juanita B. Fulmer’s 64th Wedding Anniversary 

by Dorothy & Pat Longshore 

 

 

Quiet Gathering, Silent Prayer and Prelude 
 

 
Welcome and Announcements 

 

 

HYMN “Guide Me Ever, Great Redeemer” 
 
1 Guide me ever, great Redeemer, pilgrim through this 

barren land.  I am weak, but you are mighty; hold me 
with your pow'rful hand.  Bread of heaven, bread of heaven, 

 feed me now and evermore, feed me now and evermore. 
 

2 Open now the crystal fountain where the healing 
waters flow; let the fire and cloudy pillar lead me  

all my journey through.  Strong deliv'rer, strong deliv'rer, 

 shield me with your mighty arm, shield me with your mighty arm. 
 

3 When I tread the verge of Jordan, bid my anxious  
fears subside;  death of death and hell's destruction, land me  

safe on Canaan's side.  Songs and praises, songs and praises, 

    I will raise forevermore, I will raise forevermore. 

 

 

Confession and Forgiveness 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who creates, redeems, and 

sustains us and all of creation.  Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
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Faithful God, have mercy on us.  We confess that we are captive to 
sin and cannot free ourselves.  We turn from your loving embrace 

and go our own ways.  We pass judgment on one another before 
examining ourselves.  We place our own needs before those of 

our neighbors.  We keep your gift of salvation to ourselves.  Make 
us humble, cast away our transgressions, and turn us again to 

life in you through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
God hears the cries of all who call out in need, and through his death and 

resurrection, Christ has made us his own.  Hear the truth that God 

proclaims:  Your sins are forgiven in the name of ☩ Jesus Christ.  Led by 

the Holy Spirit, live in freedom and newness to do God’s work in the 

world.  Amen. 

 

 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 

of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 
 

 

Prayer of the Day 

O Lord God, enliven and preserve your church with your perpetual 

mercy. Without your help, we mortals will fail; remove far from us 
everything that is harmful, and lead us toward all that gives life and 

salvation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

 

First Reading:  Ezekiel 33:7-11 

God appointed Ezekiel as a sentinel for the house of Israel. Ezekiel must 
faithfully convey God’s warnings to the people. Remarkably, God—who is 

about to attack Jerusalem—gives a warning with the hope that 
repentance will make the attack unnecessary. 
7So you, mortal, I have made a sentinel for the house of Israel; 
whenever you hear a word from my mouth, you shall give them warning 

from me. 8If I say to the wicked, “O wicked ones, you shall surely die,” 
and you do not speak to warn the wicked to turn from their ways, the 
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wicked shall die in their iniquity, but their blood I will require at your 
hand. 9But if you warn the wicked to turn from their ways, and they do 

not turn from their ways, the wicked shall die in their iniquity, but you 
will have saved your life. 

 
  10Now you, mortal, say to the house of Israel, Thus you have said: 

“Our transgressions and our sins weigh upon us, and we waste away 
because of them; how then can we live?” 11Say to them, As I live, says 

the Lord GOD, I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but that the 
wicked turn from their ways and live; turn back, turn back from your evil 

ways; for why will you die, O house of Israel? 
 
The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Psalmody:  Psalm 119:33-40 
(Sing in Unison) 

I desire the path of your commandments. (Ps. 119:35) 

 33Teach me, O LORD, the way | of your statutes, 

  and I shall keep it | to the end. 

 34Give me understanding, and I shall | keep your teaching; 

  I shall keep it with | all my heart. 

 35Lead me in the path of | your commandments, 

  for that is | my desire. 

 36Incline my heart to | your decrees 

  and not to | unjust gain. R 

 37Turn my eyes from be- | holding falsehood; 

  give me life | in your way. 

 38Fulfill your promise | to your servant, 

  which is for | those who fear you. 

 39Turn away the reproach | that I dread, 

  because your judg- | ments are good. 

 40Behold, I long for | your commandments; 

  by your righteousness en- | liven me. R 
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Second Reading:  Romans 13:8-14 

The obligation of Christians is to love one another and so fulfill the heart 
and goal of the law. Clothes make the person as we “put on the Lord 

Jesus Christ” and live today in light of the future God has in store for us. 
8Owe no one anything, except to love one another; for the one who loves 

another has fulfilled the law. 9The commandments, “You shall not commit 
adultery; You shall not murder; You shall not steal; You shall not covet”; 

and any other commandment, are summed up in this word, “Love your 
neighbor as yourself.” 10Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore, 

love is the fulfilling of the law. 
 

  11Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for 

you to wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we 
became believers; 12the night is far gone, the day is near. Let us then lay 

aside the works of darkness and put on the armor of light; 13let us live 
honorably as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in 

debauchery and licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. 14Instead, 
put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to 

gratify its desires. 
 
The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Holy Gospel according to Matthew 18:15-20 

Glory to You, O Lord 
Jesus offers practical advice to his disciples on how individuals—and the 

church as a whole—should go about restoring relationships when one 
member has sinned against another. 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 15“If another member of the church sins 
against you, go and point out the fault when the two of you are alone. If 

the member listens to you, you have regained that one. 16But if you are 
not listened to, take one or two others along with you, so that every 

word may be confirmed by the evidence of two or three witnesses. 17If 
the member refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church; and if the 

offender refuses to listen even to the church, let such a one be to you as 
a Gentile and a tax collector. 18Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on 

earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be 



6 

 

loosed in heaven. 19Again, truly I tell you, if two of you agree on earth 
about anything you ask, it will be done for you by my Father in heaven. 
20For where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there among 
them.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord.  

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

 

Sermon 

 

 

Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

 creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 

 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead.* 

 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 

 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 

 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 

 the resurrection of the body, 

 and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 

 

Prayers of Intercession 
P:  Lord, in your mercy, 

C:  hear our prayer. 
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Lord's Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 
  who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 

 forever and ever.   

Amen. 

 

 

Blessing 

Gracious God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you and lead you 

into the way of truth and life.   

Amen. 

 

 

HYMN “Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee” 
 
1 Joyful, joyful we adore thee, God of glory, Lord of love! 

 Hearts unfold like flow'rs before thee, praising thee, their sun above. 

 Melt the clouds of sin and sadness, drive the gloom of doubt away. 
 Giver of immortal gladness, fill us with the light of day. 

 
2 All thy works with joy surround thee, earth and heav'n reflect thy 

rays, 
 stars and angels sing around thee, center of unbroken praise. 

 Field and forest, vale and mountain, flow'ry meadow, flashing sea, 
 chanting bird, and flowing fountain call us to rejoice in thee. 
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3 Thou art giving and forgiving, ever blessing, ever blest, 
 wellspring of the joy of living, ocean-depth of happy rest! 

 Thou our Father, Christ our brother, all who live in love are thine; 
 teach us how to love each other, lift us to the joy divine! 

 

 

Dismissal 

Go in peace. Remember the poor. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Thank you for your presence and participation in this worship service!  

Love offerings are gratefully accepted in the bucket at the exit gates. 
 

 
Today’s Helpers 

Ushers & Greeters:  Joshua Bowers, Kenny Fulmer, Leon Jr. & Lee 
Fulmer 

Receiving Treasurer:  Jennifer Ayers 
Lay Reader:  Debby Fulmer  

Organist:  Pam Carroll 803-944-2758 pscarroll131@gmail.com  
Music Director:  Julie Livingston 803-295-1791 

juliewillingham5@gmail.com 

Church Secretary:  Jeannie Cox 803-364-3786 
macedonialutheranchurch@gmail.com  

Interim Pastor:  The Reverend Marion Clark 
 

 
Special welcome to this Lakeshore Service!  You are invited to dress casually and appropriately 
for outdoor worship.  If you would like to become a member, be baptized or receive Holy 
Communion, please contact any Church Council member or the Pastor.  Please ask an usher if you 
need assistance, and thanks so much for being with us today!  Come again soon! 

 
 

Attendance last week 

9:30 Drive-in Service 235 

Offering $8,149 
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AUGUST MEMORIALS 

In memory of: Given by: 

Dorothy Davis Rick & Nancy Richardson to WELCA 

Charles Doolittle Eugene Griffith Jr. 

Kathy Fulmer Kenny & Mary Lipsey 

Dr. R. E. Livingston Eugene Griffith Jr. 

Bill Smith Frank & Barbara Lyerly 

Peggy Stepp Frank & Barbara Lyerly 
Bibba Carter to Handbells 

Peggy & Dick Stepp Richard & Freida Koon 

Rick & Nancy Richardson to Cemetery Fund 

Tina Bedenbaugh to 

honor her birthday 

Bobby & Barbara Bedenbaugh 

 

In memory of Barbara Lyerly 

Given by: 
 

Edith Hawkins to WELCA          James David & Amy Lindler to Handbells 
Steven Long to Handbells        Tommy & Janet Brown to WELCA      

Bibba Carter to Handbells        Ray & Joan Slice to Handbells 

Petrea Circle to WELCA            Brian & Johnette Shaffer to Handbells 
Judy Graham                          Pat & Dorothy Longshore to Handbells 

Pat Dominick                          Ann Bedenbaugh to Handbells 
Karen Ruff to Goldies              Harold & Ola Mae Fulmer to Cemetery 

Bill Morris to Handbells            Andy & Jennifer Moore 
Gail Reid                                Calvin & Virginia Lindler to Handbells 

Carrie Pritchard                      Monroe & Juanita Fulmer to Handbells 
Wayne & Lynn Dowd               Kathy Meade to Handbells 

Sal & Jan Acquisto to ICS        Richard & Freida Koon to Handbells 
Mickey & Angela Bowers          Rudy & Nancy Tarver to Handbells 

Mary Donna & Ruthie Hamm    Jennifer & Caroline Ayers 

 

In honor of: Given by: 

Doug Hipp Michael & Julie Hipp 
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IMPORTANT REMINDER: 
We continue to comply with social distancing and pandemic-

related mandates; therefore, ALL classes, meetings, and 
group gatherings of any type will continue to be 

PROHIBITED until further notice.  Please follow us on 
Facebook and visit our website at macedonialutheran.net for 

the most up-to-date information as we move forward. 

 

 
• Please take a minute to help US keep YOU informed by visiting 

our website, macedonialutheran.net, and signing up for email and text 
notifications.  This will give us the ability to contact you quickly and 

more directly regarding important information and changes relating to 
worship services and events (like the Coronavirus pandemic we are 

currently experiencing).  Thank you for your help! 

• *** CHANGE IN DEADLINE *** ATTENTION GOLDEN AGERS:  In 
preparation for this year’s Golden Ager Sunday, we ask that you update 

your bio for the Golden Ager booklet, and return it to the office by 
September 13th.  If you need assistance with this in any way, please 

contact Jeannie in the office. 
• Samaritan's Purse Operation Christmas Child: Plans are underway 

to collect Christmas Shoeboxes this year. There are two ways you can 
give - pack a shoebox (boxes and brochures will be available at 

Macedonia at a later date) and filling a shoebox online for $25.00 by 
going on the Samaritan's Purse website. Thank you for the support. 

• Please complete council ballots and return them to a ballot box at 
the gate as you exit.  You may also return your completed ballot by 

mail to the address on the front of this bulletin.  If you choose to return 
your ballot by mail, please feel free to omit any identifying information 

such as your name and/or address and place the church’s address on 

the return address portion of the envelope as well. 
• A copy of our weekly bulletin is now available online for those who 

are watching on Facebook or in a boat. Just visit our website at 
macedonialutheran.net, click on the bulletins tab and select the bulletin 

to view it. 
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• Every Wednesday Evening in September at 7:30 pm, our 
Macedonia Choir will be going live on Macedonia Lutheran Church’s 

Facebook page and hosting a Hymn Sing.  We will sing five or six 
hymns each Wednesday evening. Please contact Julie Livingston if 

there is a hymn you would like for the choir to sing on one of the 
Wednesday nights. Thanks! 

 
 

 
Prayer Requests - Members 

Dovie Adams Juanita Fulmer Karen Ruff 
Jeannette Ayers Ola Mae Fulmer Joe Sabbagha 

Dorothy Berenbrok Craig & *Tina Hipp Shelby Seibert 
Mickey Bowers Joye Irons Jimmy Shealy 

Tommy & Janet Brown Richard & Freida Koon Katie Mae Slice 

Christy Bundrick Frank Lyerly Larry Tolbert 
Wayne Dowd Dale McCoin Mickey Yarbrough 

JoAnn Fulmer Carrie Pritchard  
    

Prayer Requests – Friends 
Marie Fulmer Nadine Pierce 

Jesse Key Terry Shaver 
Geraldine Morris Onie Wilder 

Johnny Nobles Michael Wise 
 

Nursing Home & Hospital Prayer Requests 
 White Oak Manor, 2555 Kinard St., Newberry, SC 29108 

- Seber Ray Amick, Room 208 
 Saluda Nursing & Rehab Center, 581 Newberry Hwy., Saluda, SC  29138 

- Judy Kesler, Room 224 

- Wayne Fulmer, Room 214 
 The Heritage at Lowman, PO Box 444, White Rock, SC  29177 

- *Janette Cain, Room 319, Cana Hall 
 Out of hospital, at rehab in Charleston, SC; send mail to home address 

- Joe Sabbagha 
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September 6, 2020 + 14th Sunday after Pentecost 

 
 

Restoring Right Relationships 
 

In today’s gospel reading, Jesus turns his attention to the community of 
believers. Matthew is the only gospel in which Jesus explicitly speaks 

about the church and therefore addresses some concerns of communal 
living. This week, Matthew provides a framework for responding to sin 

and conflict for the sake of restoration within a community. 
 

It is inevitable that in a relationship, a time comes when someone lets 

you down. They may disappoint you, fail to meet your expectations, hurt 
your feelings, disagree with you, misspeak, or break your trust. This 

happens in all relationships and in all places—the church is no exception. 
Although these actions can be unintentional, occasionally relationships 

are scarred by purposeful acts of betrayal, abuse, deception, and malice. 
In all cases, Jesus’ way acknowledges the reality of broken people and 

relationships, and recommends a path forward. 
 

It is common to seek revenge or try to get even with those who have 
hurt us. We expect them to be punished for the wrong they have done. 

What Jesus proposes here is a system not of retributive justice but of 
restorative justice. Instead of demanding vengeance, we can engage the 

other person in order to heal and repair the relationship and community. 
We are to try multiple times, involving the community as needed, to 

make amends. We are not to give up on the ones who do harm, but to 

offer opportunities for dialogue and healing. 
 

Jesus does not abandon sinners or the church filled with conflicted 
believers. He comes among them as they listen to each other and works 

to restore their relationships. We practice the work of restoration every 
week by sharing a sign of peace with one another. In each exchange of 

peace, Jesus comes among us to offer grace and forgiveness. 
 
From sundaysandseasons.com. 
Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
 


