
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 
Macedonia Lutheran Church 
49 Macedonia Church Road 

Prosperity, SC 29127 
 

Established 1847, 174th Year of Ministry 

 
YOUR HEALTH AND SAFETY ARE OF UTMOST IMPORTANCE TO US!  

GUIDELINES HAVE BECOME LESS RESTRICTIVE; THEREFORE, IT IS 
NOT IMPERATIVE TO REMAIN IN YOUR VEHICLE FOR THE 

LAKESHORE SERVICE.  FOR THE SERVICE IN THE SANCTUARY, 
PLEASE SIT IN THE MARKED PLACES.   

UPON CONCLUSION OF EITHER SERVICE, PLEASE  
FOLLOW THE DIRECTIONS OF OUR USHERS/PARKING 

LOT ATTENDANTS FOR A SAFE AND TIMELY EXIT.  

GOD BLESS! 
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September 5, 2021 

8:30 am – lakeshore 

10:30 am - sanctuary 

15th Sunday after Pentecost 

 

 

Altar Flowers – To the glory of God and in honor of  

Monroe & Juanita Fulmer’s 65th wedding anniversary 

by Dorothy & Pat Longshore 

 

 

Quiet Gathering, Silent Prayer and Prelude 

 
 

Welcome and Announcements 
 

 

HYMN “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty”    Page 858 
 
1 Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the King of creation! 

 O my soul, praise him, for he is your health and salvation! 
 Let all who hear now to his temple draw near, 

 joining in glad adoration! 
 
2 Praise to the Lord, who o'er all things is wondrously reigning 

 and, as on wings of an eagle, uplifting, sustaining. 
 Have you not seen all that is needful has been 

 sent by his gracious ordaining? 
 
3 Praise to the Lord, who will prosper your work and defend you; 

 surely his goodness and mercy shall daily attend you. 
 Ponder anew what the Almighty can do 

 if with his love he befriend you. 
 
4 Praise to the Lord! Oh, let all that is in me adore him! 

 All that has life and breath, come now with praises before him! 
 Let the amen sound from his people again. 

Gladly forever adore him! 
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Confession and Forgiveness 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose 

mercy endures forever.  Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 
Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot 
free ourselves.  We have sinned against you in thought, word, and 

deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone.  We 
have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 

neighbors as ourselves.  For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we 

may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your 
holy name.  Amen. 
 
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for 
his sake God forgives us all our sins.  As a called and ordained minister of 

the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the 

entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ 

Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

 

 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all.  And also with you. 
 

 

Prayer of the Day 

Gracious God, throughout the ages you transform sickness into health and 

death into life. Open us to the power of your presence, and make us a 
people ready to proclaim your promises to the whole world, through Jesus 

Christ, our healer and Lord.  Amen. 

 

 

First Reading:  Isaiah 35:4-7a 
These verses are a word of hope to the exiles in Babylon. Isaiah 34 

portrays God’s vengeance on Edom, Israel’s age-old enemy, which makes 
the path from Babylon to Zion safe for the exiles’ return. The desert itself 

will flow with water to give drink to the returning exiles. 
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 4Say to those who are of a fearful heart, “Be strong, do not fear!  Here is 
your God.  He will come with vengeance, with terrible recompense.  He will 

come and save you.”  5Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the 
ears of the deaf unstopped; 6then the lame shall leap like a deer, and the 

tongue of the speechless sing for joy.  For waters shall break forth in the 
wilderness, and streams in the desert; 7athe burning sand shall become a 

pool, and the thirsty ground springs of water. 
 
The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Psalmody:  Psalm 146 
(Sing in Unison) 

I will praise the LORD as long as I live. (Ps. 146:2) 
 1Hal- | lelujah! 

  Praise the LORD, | O my soul! 

 2I will praise the LORD as long | as I live; 
  I will sing praises to my God while I | have my being. 

 3Put not your | trust in rulers, 
  in mortals in whom there | is no help. 

 4When they breathe their last, they re- | turn to earth, 
  and in that day | their thoughts perish. R 

 5Happy are they who have the God of Jacob | for their help, 
  whose hope is in the | LORD their God; 

 6who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that | is in them; 
  who keeps promis- | es forever; 

 7who gives justice to those who are oppressed, and food to | those who 
hunger. 

  The LORD sets the | captive free. 
 8The LORD opens the eyes of the blind; the LORD lifts up those who | are 

bowed down; 

  the LORD| loves the righteous. R 
 9The LORD cares | for the stranger; 

  the LORD sustains the orphan and widow, but frustrates the way | of the 
wicked. 

 10The LORD shall | reign forever, 
  your God, O Zion, throughout all generations. | Hallelujah! R 
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Second Reading:  James 2:1-17 
Faithful Christians do not show partiality to the rich and powerful of the 

world, especially at the expense of the poor and weak. Likewise, faith does 
not pay mere lip service to God’s will. Instead, a living Christian faith 

expresses itself in acts of compassion and mercy for those in need. 
1My brothers and sisters, do you with your acts of favoritism really believe 

in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ? 2For if a person with gold rings and in fine 
clothes comes into your assembly, and if a poor person in dirty clothes also 

comes in, 3and if you take notice of the one wearing the fine clothes and 
say, “Have a seat here, please,” while to the one who is poor you say, 

“Stand there,” or, “Sit at my feet,” 4have you not made distinctions among 
yourselves, and become judges with evil thoughts? 5Listen, my beloved 

brothers and sisters. Has not God chosen the poor in the world to be rich in 
faith and to be heirs of the kingdom that he has promised to those who 

love him? 6But you have dishonored the poor. Is it not the rich who oppress 

you? Is it not they who drag you into court? 7Is it not they who blaspheme 
the excellent name that was invoked over you? 
8You do well if you really fulfill the royal law according to the scripture, 
“You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 9But if you show partiality, you 

commit sin and are convicted by the law as transgressors. 10For whoever 
keeps the whole law but fails in one point has become accountable for all of 

it. 11For the one who said, “You shall not commit adultery,” also said, “You 
shall not murder.” Now if you do not commit adultery but if you murder, 

you have become a transgressor of the law. 12So speak and so act as those 
who are to be judged by the law of liberty. 13For judgment will be without 

mercy to anyone who has shown no mercy; mercy triumphs over 
judgment. 
14What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if you say you have faith but do 
not have works? Can faith save you? 15If a brother or sister is naked and 

lacks daily food, 16and one of you says to them, “Go in peace; keep warm 

and eat your fill,” and yet you do not supply their bodily needs, what is the 
good of that? 17So faith by itself, if it has no works, is dead. 
 
The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
(Please stand for the Gospel Acclamation) 
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Gospel Acclamation  

 
 

 

Holy Gospel according to Mark 7:24-37 
Glory to You, O Lord 

In Mark’s gospel, encounters with women usually signify turning points in 
Jesus’ ministry. Here, a conversation with a Syrophoenician woman marks 

the beginning of his mission to the Gentiles. 
24[Jesus] set out and went away to the region of Tyre. He entered a house 

and did not want anyone to know he was there. Yet he could not escape 
notice,25but a woman whose little daughter had an unclean spirit 

immediately heard about him, and she came and bowed down at his feet. 
26Now the woman was a Gentile, of Syrophoenician origin. She begged him 

to cast the demon out of her daughter. 27He said to her, “Let the children 
be fed first, for it is not fair to take the children’s food and throw it to the 

dogs.” 28But she answered him, “Sir, even the dogs under the table eat the 
children’s crumbs.” 29Then he said to her, “For saying that, you may go—

the demon has left your daughter.” 30So she went home, found the child 

lying on the bed, and the demon gone. 
  31Then he returned from the region of Tyre, and went by way of Sidon 

towards the Sea of Galilee, in the region of the Decapolis. 32They brought 
to him a deaf man who had an impediment in his speech; and they begged 

him to lay his hand on him. 33He took him aside in private, away from the 
crowd, and put his fingers into his ears, and he spat and touched his 

tongue. 34Then looking up to heaven, he sighed and said to him, 
“Ephphatha,” that is, “Be opened.” 35And immediately his ears were 

opened, his tongue was released, and he spoke plainly. 36Then Jesus 
ordered them to tell no one; but the more he ordered them, the more 

zealously they proclaimed it. 37They were astounded beyond measure, 
saying, “He has done everything well; he even makes the deaf to hear and 

the mute to speak.” 
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The Gospel of the Lord.  

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

 

Children’s Sermon 

 

 

Sermon 

 

 

Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead.* 

 On the third day he rose again; 

 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 

 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 

 and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 

 
Prayers of Intercession 

P:  Lord, in your mercy, 

C:  Hear our prayer. 
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Sharing of the Peace, Offering and Offertory Anthem  
 
“We Are an Offering” (10:30 service) 
We lift our voices, we lift our hands, we lift our lives up to you:  we are an 

offering.  Lord, use our voices, Lord, use our hands, Lord, use our 
lives, they are yours:  we are an offering.  All that we have, all that we are, 

all that we hope to be, we give to you, we give to you. 
We lift our voices, we lift our hands, we lift our lives up to you: 

we are an offering, we are an offering. 
 
Text and music © 1984 Word Music, LLC. All rights reserved. Used with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-
716975. 

 

 
Offering Prayer   

Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things.  Through your goodness you 

have blessed us with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions.  
Use us, and what we have gathered, in feeding the world with your love, 

through the one who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

 

Lord's Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 
  who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

 and the power, and the glory, 

 forever and ever.  Amen. 
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Blessing 

The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord’s face shine on you with grace 

and mercy.  The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.  

Amen. 

 

 

HYMN “Healer of Our Every Ill”      Page 612 
 
Refrain 

 Healer of our ev'ry ill, light of each tomorrow, 
 give us peace beyond our fear, and hope beyond our sorrow. 
 
1 You who know our fears and sadness,  grace us with your  

peace and gladness; Spirit of all comfort, fill our hearts.  Refrain 
 
2 In the pain and joy beholding how your grace is  

still unfolding,  give us all your vision, God of love.  Refrain 
 
3 Give us strength to love each other, ev'ry sister,  

ev'ry brother; Spirit of all kindness, be our guide.  Refrain 
 
4 You who know each thought and feeling, teach us all your  

way of healing; Spirit of compassion, fill each heart.  Refrain 
 
GIA Publications, Inc.  c/o OneLicense.net, 7343 Mason Ave. S., Chicago, IL 60638.  Used with 

permission under ONE LICENSE #A-716975.  All rights reserved. 

 

 

Doxology 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  

praise him, all creatures here below; 

praise him above, ye heav'nly host; 

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

Amen. 

 

 

Dismissal 

Go in peace. The living Word dwells in you. 
Thanks be to God. 
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Today’s Helpers 
Ushers:  Joshua Bowers, Lee Fulmer, Leon Fulmer Jr., Robbie Livingston 

Receiving Treasurer:  Jennifer Ayers 
Lay Reader:  8:30 – James David Lindler; 10:30 – Nancy Richardson 

Acolytes:  Caroline Ayers, Gunnar Franklin 
Organist:  Pam Carroll, 803-944-2758, pscarroll131@gmail.com  
Music Director:  Julie Livingston, 803-295-1791, juliewillingham5@gmail.com 

Admin Assistant:  Jeannie Cox, 803-364-3786, macedonialutheranchurch@gmail.com  

Pastor:  The Reverend Terry Hundley, 803-360-5294, pastorterry.mlc@gmail.com 

 
Special welcome to this Lakeshore Service!  You are invited to dress casually and appropriately for 
outdoor worship.  If you would like to become a member, be baptized or receive Holy Communion, 
please contact any Church Council member or the Pastor.  Please ask an usher if you need 

assistance, and thanks so much for being with us today!  Come again soon! 

 

 

Attendance last week 

8:30 Drive-in Service 256 

9:30 Sunday School 58 

10:30 Sanctuary Service 28 

Offering $8,969 

 
 
• While at our drive-in service, tune to 90.1 FM to listen on your radio. 
• Join us for bible study in person or via Zoom, Wednesdays at 11 am! 
• The Evangelism Committee meets Thursday, September 9th, 7 pm, in the 

library. 
• Macedonia's Homecoming celebration will be held on October 10th!  

There will be one service on Homecoming Sunday.  Sunday School will be held 
at 9:30 and church service at the lakeshore will be held at 10:30.  We are 
planning a picnic lunch; however, that is subject to change based on COVID 

issues. 
• Lakeshore services for 2021 will be extended through November 14th.  

There will be one service at the Lakeshore on November 14th to bring our 
congregation together for the annual Congregational Meeting.  Sunday School 
will be held at 9:30 and church service at the lakeshore will be held at 10:30. 

Macedonia's normal schedule will resume on Sunday, November 21st with 
service in the sanctuary at 8:30, Sunday School at 9:30, and the second service 

in the sanctuary at 10:30.   
• Golden Agers (75+):  You should have received a letter asking you to write or 

update your story for the Golden Agers Booklet.  If you are 75+ and did not 

mailto:juliewillingham5@gmail.com
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receive a letter, please call or email the office and let Jeannie know.  Please 
return your story to the office via email, USPS, or give it to an usher any Sunday 

by September 12th.  Thank you all for your help and participation! 
• We would like to thank everyone for their support, cards, calls, texts, and 

food during the brief illness and death of Tony. We could not have gotten through 
these past months without you. We would also like to thank the Bereavement 
Dinner Committee Group 2 for the food they prepared for us after the memorial 

service. Please continue to keep us in your prayers.  Gay, Amy and family, and 
Neal Rawls 

• The family of Christy Bundrick would like to thank everyone for the thoughts, 
prayers, cards, food, and care you showed us through this very difficult time.  
We really appreciate all you did, and that you continue to keep us in your 

prayers.  God bless all of you!  Jason, Emma & Tanner Bundrick and family. 
    

   
Prayer Requests - Members 

Dovie Adams Ola Mae Fulmer Joe Sabbagha 
Brantley Alewine Vickie Fulmer Shelby Seibert 
Jeannette Ayers Justin Hughes Jimmy Shealy 

Dorothy Berenbrok Richard & Freida Koon Katie Mae Slice 
Judy Bobb Frank Lyerly Larry Tolbert 

Tommy & Janet Brown Dale McCoin Michael Tolbert 
Dillon Cromer Carrie Pritchard Mickey Yarbrough 

Wayne & Lynn Dowd Bill & Frances Rampey  

Juanita Fulmer Karen Ruff  
 

Prayer Requests - Friends 
Jason Barnes Simms Daniels Janna Longshore 

Tim Bedenbaugh Michael Hoover Jane & Don Ramsey 
John Bentley Sheila Hunnicutt Terry Shaver 

Yvonne Bentley Jesse Key  
Hope & JD Chavez Diane Livingston  

 
Nursing Home & Hospital Prayer Requests 

Saluda Nursing & Rehab Center, 581 Newberry Hwy., Saluda, SC  29138 
- Judy Kesler, Room 224 

- Wayne Fulmer, Riley Wing, Room 315 
The Heritage at Lowman, PO Box 444, White Rock, SC  29177 

- *Janette Cain, Room 319, Cana Hall 

   White Oak Manor, 2555 Kinard Street, Newberry, SC  29108 
- Juanita Fulmer, Room 118 



12 

 

September 5, 2021 + 15th Sunday after Pentecost 
 

 
 

Wrestling with God 
 

At first glance, the gospel this week rankles a bit. What is Jesus doing to 
this poor woman in his interaction with her? Is he insulting her, calling her 

and her daughter “dogs”? Is he practicing racism, holding out the people of 
Israel as more deserving of his attention? Is he making her “earn” her 

daughter’s healing and salvation? Certainly not. The scriptures clearly 
testify that Jesus is without sin (Hebrews 4:15). But scripture also testifies 

to several instances when individuals wrestle with God, the promises God 
gives, and the faith needed to trust them. Jacob (Genesis 32:22-32), Job, 

Mary and Martha (John 11:1-44), and Peter (Acts 10:9-23) are but a few 

examples of individuals in the Bible who tussle with God and God’s call on 
their lives. This week’s passage is similar. Jesus does not mock the 

Syrophoenician woman; rather, he engages her. He pushes back against her 
initial request in order to draw out of her an even stronger confession of 

faith. She is no longer just a desperate mother hoping against hope, but a 
woman of faith who knows deep in her soul that all people—even Gentiles, 

even her daughter, even she herself—are beloved and fed by God. 
 

We too can have experiences like this woman, and the others throughout 
scripture, did. We live through events or seasons that force us to confront 

the God who loves us, who has created and redeemed us. At times you 
may have found yourself wrestling with God, demanding blessings, 

challenging truth, promising devotion, fighting for every last ounce of faith 
to get you through. These situations are not always immediately pleasant. 

But take heart—the Holy Spirit promises to bring you through to the other 

side, faith intact and blessings bestowed. May you be “astounded beyond 
measure” (Mark 7:37) at the works of the Lord. 
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