
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Macedonia Lutheran Church 
49 Macedonia Church Road 

Prosperity, SC 29127 
 

Established 1847, 174th Year of Ministry 

 

YOUR HEALTH AND SAFETY ARE OF  
UTMOST IMPORTANCE TO US!  WE MUST REMAIN IN 

COMPLIANCE WITH SOCIAL DISTANCING GUIDELINES; 
THEREFORE, WE KINDLY REMIND YOU THAT  

IT IS IMPERATIVE TO REMAIN IN YOUR VEHICLE FOR THE 

LAKESHORE SERVICE.  FOR THE SERVICE IN THE 
SANCTUARY, PLEASE SIT IN THE MARKED PLACES. 

UPON CONCLUSION OF EITHER SERVICE, PLEASE FOLLOW 
THE DIRECTIONS OF OUR USHERS/PARKING LOT 

ATTENDANTS FOR A SAFE AND TIMELY EXIT SO THAT WE 
MAY ALL DO OUR PARTS TO  

FLATTEN THE CURVE!  GOD BLESS! 
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May 2, 2021 

8:30 am – lakeshore 

10:30 am - sanctuary 

Fifth Sunday of Easter 

 

 

Altar Flowers – To the glory of God and in memory of 

all of our deceased loved ones 

by Mr. & Mrs. Richard Koon 

 and Mr. & Mrs. Neal Eargle 

 

 

Quiet Gathering, Silent Prayer and Prelude 

 
 

Welcome and Announcements 
 

 

HYMN “That Easter Day with Joy Was Bright” 

 
1 That Easter day with joy was bright; the  

sun shone out with fairer light when, to their longing  
eyes restored, th'apostles saw their risen Lord! 

 
2 O Jesus, king of gentleness, with  

constant love our hearts possess; to you our lips will  

ever raise the tribute of our grateful praise. 
 

3 O Christ, you are the Lord of all in  
this our Easter festival, for you will be our  

strength and shield from ev'ry weapon death can wield. 
 

4 All praise, O risen Lord, we give  to  
you, once dead, but now alive!  To God the Father  

equal praise, and God the Spirit, now we raise! 
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Confession and Forgiveness 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose 

mercy endures forever.  Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 
Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot 
free ourselves.  We have sinned against you in thought, word, and 

deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone.  We 
have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 

neighbors as ourselves.  For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we 

may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your 
holy name.  Amen. 
 
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for 
his sake God forgives us all our sins.  As a called and ordained minister of 

the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the 

entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ 

Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

 

 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all.  And also with you. 
 

 

Prayer of the Day 

O God, you give us your Son as the vine apart from whom we cannot live. 

Nourish our life in his resurrection, that we may bear the fruit of love and 
know the fullness of your joy, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever.  Amen. 

 

 

First Reading:  Acts 8:26-40 

Led by the Spirit, Philip encounters an Ethiopian official who is returning to 
his African home after having been to Jerusalem to worship. Philip uses 

their encounter to proclaim the gospel to him. Upon coming to faith in 
Jesus, he is baptized by Philip. 



4 

 

26An angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Get up and go toward the south to 
the road that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” (This is a wilderness 

road.) 27So he got up and went. Now there was an Ethiopian eunuch, a 
court official of the Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, in charge of her 

entire treasury. He had come to Jerusalem to worship 28and was returning 
home; seated in his chariot, he was reading the prophet Isaiah. 29Then the 

Spirit said to Philip, “Go over to this chariot and join it.” 30So Philip ran up 
to it and heard him reading the prophet Isaiah. He asked, “Do you 

understand what you are reading?” 31He replied, “How can I, unless 
someone guides me?” And he invited Philip to get in and sit beside him. 
32Now the passage of the scripture that he was reading was this:  
“Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter, and like a lamb silent before its 

shearer, so he does not open his mouth.  33In his humiliation justice was 
denied him.  Who can describe his generation?  For his life is taken away 

from the earth.” 
34The eunuch asked Philip, “About whom, may I ask you, does the prophet 
say this, about himself or about someone else?” 35Then Philip began to 

speak, and starting with this scripture, he proclaimed to him the good news 
about Jesus. 36As they were going along the road, they came to some 

water; and the eunuch said, “Look, here is water! What is to prevent me 
from being baptized?” 38He commanded the chariot to stop, and both of 

them, Philip and the eunuch, went down into the water, and Philip baptized 
him. 39When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord snatched 

Philip away; the eunuch saw him no more, and went on his way rejoicing. 
40But Philip found himself at Azotus, and as he was passing through the 

region, he proclaimed the good news to all the towns until he came to 
Caesarea. 
 
The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Psalmody:  Psalm 22:25-31 
(Sing in Unison) 

All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the LORD. (Ps. 22:27) 

 25From you comes my praise in the | great assembly; 

  I will perform my vows in the sight of those who | fear the LORD. 

 26The poor shall eat | and be satisfied, 
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  Let those who seek the LORD give praise! May your hearts | live forever! 

 27All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn | to the LORD; 

  all the families of nations shall bow | before God. 

 28For dominion belongs | to the LORD, 

  who rules o- | ver the nations. R 

 29Indeed, all who sleep in the earth shall bow | down in worship; 

  all who go down to the dust, though they be dead, shall kneel be- | 

fore the LORD. 

 30Their descendants shall | serve the LORD, 

  whom they shall proclaim to genera- | tions to come. 

 31They shall proclaim God’s deliverance to a people | yet unborn, 

  saying to them, “The | LORD has acted!” R 

 

 

Second Reading:  1 John 4:7-21 
We love God and others because God first loved us. We cannot say we love 

God, whom we have not seen, while hating fellow Christians, whom we 
regularly see. Love toward God is to be matched by love toward others 

because the essence of God is love. 
7Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who 

loves is born of God and knows God. 8Whoever does not love does not 
know God, for God is love. 9God’s love was revealed among us in this way: 

God sent his only Son into the world so that we might live through him. 
10In this is love, not that we loved God but that he loved us and sent his 

Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. 11Beloved, since God loved us 

so much, we also ought to love one another. 12No one has ever seen God; 
if we love one another, God lives in us, and his love is perfected in us. 

  13By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has 
given us of his Spirit. 14And we have seen and do testify that the Father has 

sent his Son as the Savior of the world. 15God abides in those who confess 
that Jesus is the Son of God, and they abide in God. 16So we have known 

and believe the love that God has for us.  
  God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God abides in 

them. 17Love has been perfected among us in this: that we may have 
boldness on the day of judgment, because as he is, so are we in this world. 
18There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear; for fear has to do 
with punishment, and whoever fears has not reached perfection in love. 
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19We love because he first loved us. 20Those who say, “I love God,” and 
hate their brothers or sisters, are liars; for those who do not love a brother 

or sister whom they have seen, cannot love God whom they have not seen. 
21The commandment we have from him is this: those who love God must 

love their brothers and sisters also. 
 
The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
(Please stand for the Gospel Acclamation) 

 
 

Gospel Acclamation 

 
 

 

Holy Gospel according to John 15:1-8 

Glory to You, O Lord 
On the night of his arrest, Jesus taught his disciples about the relationship 

they would have with him. Those who abide in his word and love bear fruit, 
for apart from him, they can do nothing. 

[Jesus said:] 1“I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower. 2He 

removes every branch in me that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears 
fruit he prunes to make it bear more fruit. 3You have already been cleansed 

by the word that I have spoken to you. 4Abide in me as I abide in you. Just 
as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, neither 

can you unless you abide in me. 5I am the vine, you are the branches. 
Those who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit, because apart from 

me you can do nothing. 6Whoever does not abide in me is thrown away like 
a branch and withers; such branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, 

and burned. 7If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask for 
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whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. 8My Father is glorified by 
this, that you bear much fruit and become my disciples.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord.  

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

 

Children’s Sermon 

 

 

Sermon 

 

 

Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven 
and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.  
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally 
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God 

from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made.  For us and for our salvation he 

came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the 
Virgin Mary and became truly human.  For our sake he was crucified 

under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.  On the 
third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he 

ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his 

kingdom will have no end.   
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who 

proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the 
Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the 

prophets.  We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.  We 
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We look for 

the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.  
Amen. 
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Prayers of Intercession 

P:  Lord, in your mercy, 

C:  Hear our prayer. 

 

 

Sharing of the Peace, Offering and Offertory Anthem 
 
“We Are an Offering” (10:30 service) 

We lift our voices, we lift our hands, we lift our lives up to you:  we are an 
offering.  Lord, use our voices, Lord, use our hands, Lord, use our 

lives, they are yours:  we are an offering.  All that we have, all that we are, 
all that we hope to be, we give to you, we give to you. 

We lift our voices, we lift our hands, we lift our lives up to you: 
we are an offering, we are an offering. 
 
Text and music © 1984 Word Music, LLC. All rights reserved. Used with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-
716975. 

 
 

Offering Prayer   
Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things.  Through your goodness you 

have blessed us with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions.  
Use us, and what we have gathered, in feeding the world with your love, 

through the one who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

 

Lord's Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day 
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 

the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

 

Blessing 

The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord’s face shine on you with grace 

and mercy.  The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.  Amen. 
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HYMN “Alleluia! Sing to Jesus” 
 

1 Alleluia! Sing to Jesus; his the scepter,  

his the throne; Alleluia! his the triumph, his the  

victory alone.  Hark! The songs of peaceful  
Zion thunder like a mighty flood:  "Jesus  

out of ev'ry nation has redeemed us by his blood." 
 

2 Alleluia! Not as orphans are we left in  
sorrow now; Alleluia! he is near us; faith be- 

lieves, nor questions how.  Though the cloud from sight re- 
ceived him when the forty days were o'er, shall our  

hearts forget his promise:  "I am with you evermore"? 
 

3 Alleluia! Bread of heaven, here on earth our  

food, our stay; Alleluia! here the sinful flee to  
you from day to day.  Intercessor, friend of  

sinners, earth's redeemer, hear our plea where the  
songs of all the sinless sweep across the crystal sea. 

4 Alleluia! King eternal, Lord omnipo- 

tent we own; Alleluia! born of Mary, earth your  
footstool, heav'n your throne.  As within the veil you  

entered, robed in flesh, our great high priest, here on  
earth both priest and victim in the eucharistic feast. 

 
5 Alleluia! Sing to Jesus; his the scepter,  

his the throne; Alleluia! his the triumph, his the  
victory alone.  Hark! The songs of peaceful  

Zion thunder like a mighty flood:  "Jesus  
out of ev'ry nation has redeemed us by his blood." 

 

 

Doxology 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  

praise him, all creatures here below; 

praise him above, ye heav'nly host; 

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

Amen. 
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Dismissal 

Alleluia! Christ is risen.  Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia!  Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
 

 

Thank you for your presence and participation in this worship service!  Love 
offerings are gratefully accepted in the bucket at the exit gates. 
 

 
Special welcome to this Lakeshore Service!  You are invited to dress casually and appropriately for 
outdoor worship.  If you would like to become a member, be baptized or receive Holy Communion, 

please contact any Church Council member or the Pastor.  Please ask an usher if you need 
assistance, and thanks so much for being with us today!  Come again soon! 

 
 

Attendance last week 

8:30 Drive-in Service 161 

9:30 Sunday School 66 

10:30 Sanctuary Service 29 

Offering $4,956 

 
 

Today’s Helpers 
Ushers & Greeters:  Sam Woods, Al Moore, Cliff Hughes, James David Lindler 
Receiving Treasurer:  Jimmy Moore 

Lay Reader:  8:30 – James David Lindler; 10:30 – Nancy Richardson  
Acolytes:  Jacob Lindler, Noah Fulmer 

Organist:  Pam Carroll, 803-944-2758, pscarroll131@gmail.com  
Music Director:  Julie Livingston, 803-295-1791, juliewillingham5@gmail.com 
Church Secretary:  Jeannie Cox 803-364-3786 

macedonialutheranchurch@gmail.com  
Pastor:  The Reverend Terry Hundley, 803-360-5294, pastorterry.mlc@gmail.com 

 
 

• While present at our drive-in service, please tune to 90.1 FM to listen via 

our FM transmitter. 

• FREE line dancing classes will resume Thursdays at 10:00 in the 

Fellowship Hall starting May 6th. Contact Jan Acquisto for more information. 

• Relay For Life Spaghetti Supper:  Our Church Council has graciously 

approved reinstituting our American Cancer Society Spaghetti Supper for May 

14th, 6 – 8 pm.  We will socially-distance tables in the parish hall for those 

mailto:juliewillingham5@gmail.com
mailto:pastorterry.mlc@gmail.com
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dining in, and there will be carry-outs available.  There is no charge for 

supper.  Please consider making a donation, as all monies donated go to the 

American Cancer Society.  The committee preparing the meal donates all 

supplies for the food.  There will be a sign-up sheet in the narthex; please 

sign-up or call any committee member if you plan to come so we have a 

number for preparation.  In Christ’s love – Rick & Nancy, Pat & Dorothy, Mike 

& Pat, Eddie & Debby, and Edith 

• YOU ARE NEEDED!!!  We would LOVE to increase the size of our choir, and 

we need your help to do that!  You do not have to know how to read music 

or be a professional singer.  All you need is a love for music and a desire to 

serve the Lord through choir!  Please join us and help make a joyful noise on 

Wednesday nights at 7 pm for choir practice and Sunday mornings at service.  

Individuals middle school age and up are welcome!   

    
 

Prayer Requests - Members 
Dovie Adams Ola Mae Fulmer Joe Sabbagha 

Dianne Amick Justin Hughes Shelby Seibert 
Jeannette Ayers Richard & Freida Koon Jimmy Shealy 

Dorothy Berenbrok Frank Lyerly Katie Mae Slice 
Tommy & Janet Brown Dale McCoin Larry Tolbert 

Christy Bundrick Carrie Pritchard Michael Tolbert 
Wayne & Lynn Dowd Bill & Frances Rampey Mickey Yarbrough 

Juanita Fulmer Karen Ruff  
 

Prayer Requests - Friends 

John Bentley Jesse Key Terry Shaver 
Yvonne Bentley Lynnette Lever Roland Smith 

CC Epting Kim Lindler Wayne Smith 
 

Nursing Home & Hospital Prayer Requests 
Saluda Nursing & Rehab Center, 581 Newberry Hwy., Saluda, SC  29138 

- Judy Kesler, Room 224 
- Wayne Fulmer, Riley Wing, Room 315 

The Heritage at Lowman, PO Box 444, White Rock, SC  29177 

- *Janette Cain, Room 319, Cana Hall 
    White Oak Manor, 2555 Kinard Street, Newberry, SC  29108 

- Juanita Fulmer, Room 118 
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May 2, 2021 + Fifth Sunday of Easter 

 
We Are the Branches 

 
To encourage flowering and fruit production in vines, trees, and shrubs, 

most of us know that pruning is necessary. This isn’t the easiest of work, 
nor does it make the pruned plant look all that great for a while afterward. 

Yet often what results after pruning is a plant that is more abundant, 
beautiful, and healthy than it would have been otherwise. 

 
In our reading today, Jesus makes it very clear that he is the vine, his 

Father is the vine grower, and we, his disciples, are the branches on which 
fruit grows. Without the vine and the vine grower, the branches do not 

exist. Yet, often in our spiritual lives it seems as though we get these roles 

mixed up. We are wooed by the sense of accomplishment and value that 
comes from producing results of one kind or another, and we fail to 

acknowledge the source that makes that “fruit” possible. 
 

However, in today’s gospel, Jesus reminds us that our job isn’t to produce 
results; it’s to stay connected. “Those who abide in me and I in them bear 

much fruit, because apart from me you can do nothing,” Jesus says (John 
15:5). Jesus is our source and strength; it is only by our connection to 

Jesus the vine that we the branches bear fruit that will last, such as love, 
compassion, forgiveness, hope, service, kindness, and patience. 

 
To grow this kind of fruit, Jesus relates how necessary it is for us to be 

pruned occasionally. In other words, those things that are not of God in our 
lives have to be rooted out from time to time. The process of pruning isn’t 

always the most enjoyable and can even include a good deal of pain, but it 

leads to lives that are whole and abundant. As we abide in Jesus, we are 
given the strength we need to endure the pruning process. We also 

experience the peace that comes from knowing that the fruit that will follow 
is for the glory of God. 

 
 
From sundaysandseasons.com. 
Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress.  License #SAS103610.  All rights reserved. 
 


