
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Macedonia Lutheran Church 
49 Macedonia Church Road 

Prosperity, SC 29127 
 

Established 1847, 173rd Year of Ministry 
 

YOUR HEALTH AND SAFETY ARE OF  
UTMOST IMPORTANCE TO US!  WE MUST REMAIN IN 

COMPLIANCE WITH SOCIAL DISTANCING GUIDELINES; 
THEREFORE, WE KINDLY REMIND YOU THAT  

IT IS IMPERATIVE TO REMAIN IN YOUR VEHICLE FOR 
THE LAKESHORE SERVICE.  FOR THE SERVICE IN THE 

SANCTUARY, PLEASE SIT IN THE MARKED PLACES. 
UPON CONCLUSION OF EITHER SERVICE, PLEASE 

FOLLOW THE DIRECTIONS OF OUR USHERS/PARKING 
LOT ATTENDANTS FOR A SAFE AND TIMELY EXIT SO 

THAT WE MAY ALL DO OUR PARTS TO  
FLATTEN THE CURVE!  GOD BLESS! 
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January 3, 2021 
9:30 am (lakeshore) 

10:45 am (sanctuary) 
Second Sunday of Christmas 

 
 
Quiet Gathering, Silent Prayer and Prelude 
 
 
Welcome and Announcements 
 
 
HYMN “Angels We Have Heard on High”        Page 289 
1 Angels we have heard on high, sweetly singing o'er the plains, 
 and the mountains in reply, echoing their joyous strains. 
 
Refrain 

 Gloria in excelsis Deo; gloria in excelsis Deo. 
 
2 Shepherds, why this jubilee?  Why your joyous strains prolong? 
 What the gladsome tidings be which inspire your heav'nly song?  

Refrain 
 
3 Come to Bethlehem and see him whose birth the angels sing; 
 come, adore on bended knee Christ the Lord, the newborn king.  

Refrain 
 
 
Confession and Forgiveness 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who was in the beginning, who 
makes a dwelling among us, who covers us with justice and mercy. 
Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and one another. 
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God of goodness and lovingkindness, we confess that we have sinned 
against you and our neighbors.  We have turned away from your 
invitation to new life.  We have turned away from the lowly and 
downtrodden.  In your abundant mercy, forgive us our sins, those 
we know and those known only to you, for the sake of the one 
who came to live among us, Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen. 
 
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and 
for his sake God forgives us all our sins.  As a called and ordained 
minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare 
to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, 
and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 
of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  And also with you. 
 
 
Prayer of the Day 
Almighty God, you have filled all the earth with the light of your 
incarnate Word. By your grace empower us to reflect your light in all that 
we do, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 
 
First Reading:  Jeremiah 31:7-14 
God promises to bring Israel back to its land from the most remote parts 
of exile. In Zion Israel will rejoice over God’s gifts of food and livestock. 
Young women will express their joy in dancing; God will give gladness 
instead of sorrow. 
 7Thus says the LORD:  Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob, and raise 
shouts for the chief of the nations; proclaim, give praise, and say, “Save, 
O LORD, your people, the remnant of Israel.”  8See, I am going to bring 
them from the land of the north, and gather them from the farthest parts 
of the earth, among them the blind and the lame, those with child and 
those in labor, together; a great company, they shall return here.  9With 
weeping they shall come, and with consolations I will lead them back, I 
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will let them walk by brooks of water, in a straight path in which they 
shall not stumble; for I have become a father to Israel, and Ephraim is 
my firstborn.  10Hear the word of the LORD, O nations, and declare it in 
the coastlands far away; say, “He who scattered Israel will gather him,   
and will keep him as a shepherd a flock.”  11For the LORD has ransomed 
Jacob, and has redeemed him from hands too strong for him.  12They 
shall come and sing aloud on the height of Zion, and they shall be 
radiant over the goodness of the LORD, over the grain, the wine, and the 
oil, and over the young of the flock and the herd; their life shall become 
like a watered garden, and they shall never languish again.  13Then shall 
the young women rejoice in the dance, and the young men and the old 
shall be merry.  I will turn their mourning into joy, I will comfort them, 
and give them gladness for sorrow.  14I will give the priests their fill of 
fatness, and my people shall be satisfied with my bounty, says the LORD. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Psalmody:  Psalm 147:12-20 
(Sing in Unison) 

Worship the LORD, O Jerusalem; praise your God, O Zion. (Ps. 147:12) 
 12Worship the LORD, | O Jerusalem; 
  praise your | God, O Zion, 
 13who has strengthened the bars | of your gates 
  and has blessed your chil- | dren within you. 
 14God has established peace | on your borders 
  and satisfies you with the | finest wheat. 
 15God sends out a command | to the earth, 
  a word that runs | very swiftly. R 
 16God gives | snow like wool, 
  scattering | frost like ashes. 
 17God scatters | hail like bread crumbs. 
  Who can stand a- | gainst God’s cold? 
 18The LORD sends forth the | word and melts them; 
  the wind blows, and the | waters flow. 
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 19God declares the | word to Jacob, 
  statutes and judg- | ments to Israel. 
 20The LORD has not done so to any | other nation; 
  they do not know God’s judgments. | Hallelujah! R 
 
 
Second Reading:  Ephesians 1:3-14 
In Jesus, all of God’s plans and purposes have been made know as 
heaven and earth are united in Christ. Through Jesus, we have been 
chosen as God’s children and have been promised eternal salvation. 
3Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed 
us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, 4just as 
he chose us in Christ before the foundation of the world to be holy and 
blameless before him in love. 5He destined us for adoption as his children 
through Jesus Christ, according to the good pleasure of his will, 6to the 
praise of his glorious grace that he freely bestowed on us in the Beloved. 
7In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our 
trespasses, according to the riches of his grace 8that he lavished on us. 
With all wisdom and insight 9he has made known to us the mystery of his 
will, according to his good pleasure that he set forth in Christ, 10as a plan 
for the fullness of time, to gather up all things in him, things in heaven 
and things on earth. 11In Christ we have also obtained an inheritance, 
having been destined according to the purpose of him who accomplishes 
all things according to his counsel and will, 12so that we, who were the 
first to set our hope on Christ, might live for the praise of his glory. 13In 
him you also, when you had heard the word of truth, the gospel of your 
salvation, and had believed in him, were marked with the seal of the 
promised Holy Spirit; 14this is the pledge of our inheritance toward 
redemption as God’s own people, to the praise of his glory. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
(Please stand for the Gospel Acclamation) 
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Gospel Acclamation

 
 
Holy Gospel according to John 1:1-18 
Glory to You, O Lord 
John begins his gospel with this prologue: a hymn to the Word through 
whom all things were created. This Word became flesh and brought 
grace and truth to the world. 
1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 
Word was God. 2He was in the beginning with God. 3All things came into 
being through him, and without him not one thing came into being. What 
has come into being 4in him was life, and the life was the light of all 
people. 5The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not 
overcome it. 
  6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as 
a witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. 
8He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. 9The 
true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.  
  10He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet 
the world did not know him. 11He came to what was his own, and his own 
people did not accept him. 12But to all who received him, who believed in 
his name, he gave power to become children of God, 13who were born, 
not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. 
  14And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen 
his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth. 
15(John testified to him and cried out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He 
who comes after me ranks ahead of me because he was before me.’  ”) 
16From his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. 17The law 
indeed was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus 
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Christ. 18No one has ever seen God. It is God the only Son, who is close 
to the Father’s heart, who has made him known. 
 
The Gospel of the Lord.  
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 
Children’s Sermon 
 
 
Sermon 
 
 
Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 
he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 
and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
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and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 
 
 
Prayers of Intercession 
P:  Hear us, O God. 
C:  Your mercy is great. 
 
 
Sharing of the Peace, Offering and Offertory Anthem  
 
 
Offering Prayer   
Gracious God, you came to us as one unknown, bringing joy and 
salvation to the earth.  Nourish us at your banquet table, that with all 
who welcome your birth we may proclaim your peace, revealed in Jesus 
Christ, our Savior.  Amen. 

 

Lord's Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those 
  who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 



9 
 

 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever.  Amen. 
 
 
Blessing 
Almighty God, who sent the Holy Spirit to Mary, proclaimed joy through 
the angels, sent the shepherds with good news, and led the magi by a 
star, bless you this day ☩ through the Word made flesh. 
Amen. 
 
 
HYMN “Christ, Be Our Light” 

1 Longing for light, we wait in darkness.  Longing for  
truth, we turn to you.  Make us your own,  
your holy people, light for the world to see. 

 

Refrain 
Christ, be our light!  Shine in our hearts.  Shine through the  
darkness.  Christ, be our light!  Shine in your  
church gathered today. 

 

2 Longing for peace, our world is troubled.  Longing for  
hope, many despair.  Your word alone  
has pow'r to save us.  Make us your living voice.  Refrain 

 

3 Longing for food, many are hungry.  Longing for  
water, many still thirst.  Make us your bread,  
broken for others, shared until all are fed.  Refrain 

 

4 Longing for shelter, many are homeless.  Longing for  
warmth, many are cold.  Make us your building,  
sheltering others, walls made of living stone.  Refrain 

 

5 Many the gifts, many the people, many the  
hearts that yearn to belong.  Let us be servants  
to one another, signs of your kingdom come.  Refrain 
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Doxology 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
praise him, all creatures here below; 
praise him above, ye heav'nly host; 
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
Amen. 
 
 
Dismissal 
Go in peace. Share the gift of Jesus. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Thank you for your presence and participation in this worship service!  
Love offerings are gratefully accepted in the bucket at the exit gates. 
 
 
Special welcome to this Lakeshore Service!  You are invited to dress casually and appropriately 
for outdoor worship.  If you would like to become a member, be baptized or receive Holy 
Communion, please contact any Church Council member or the Pastor.  Please ask an usher if you 
need assistance, and thanks so much for being with us today!  Come again soon! 

 
 
 

Today’s Helpers 
Ushers & Greeters:  Dale Barbour, Ray Slice, Russell Bedenbaugh, Don 
Richardson 
Receiving Treasurer:  Steven Long 
Lay Reader:  __________________  
Organist:  Pam Carroll, 803-944-2758, pscarroll131@gmail.com  
Music Director:  Julie Livingston, 803-295-1791, 
juliewillingham5@gmail.com 
Church Secretary:  Jeannie Cox 803-364-3786 
macedonialutheranchurch@gmail.com  
Pastor:  The Reverend Terry Hundley, 803-360-5294, 
pastorterry.mlc@gmail.com 
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Attendance last week 
9:30 Drive-in Service 158 

Offering $10,508 
 
 
 While present at our drive-in service, you can now tune to 90.1 FM 

to listen via our FM transmitter. 
 Petrea Circle will meet Tuesday, January 5th, at 6 pm in the 

fellowship hall. 
 Goldies will meet Thursday, January 7th, at 10 am for a brief business 

meeting and travel to Shealy’s for lunch. 
 
 
 

Prayer Requests - Members 
Dovie Adams Craig & *Tina Hipp Joe Sabbagha 
Jeannette Ayers Justin Hughes Shelby Seibert 
Dorothy Berenbrok Richard & Freida Koon Jimmy Shealy 
Tommy & Janet Brown Frank Lyerly Katie Mae Slice 
Christy Bundrick Dale McCoin Larry Tolbert 
Wayne & Lynn Dowd Carrie Pritchard Mickey Yarbrough 
Juanita Fulmer Bill Rampey  
Ola Mae Fulmer Karen Ruff  

    

Prayer Requests - Friends 
Marie Fulmer Johnny Nobles 
Jesse Key Terry Shaver 
Lynnette Lever Michael Wise 

 
 

Nursing Home & Hospital Prayer Requests 
Saluda Nursing & Rehab Center, 581 Newberry Hwy., Saluda, SC  29138 
- Judy Kesler, Room 224 
- Wayne Fulmer, Room 214 
 The Heritage at Lowman, PO Box 444, White Rock, SC  29177 
- *Janette Cain, Room 319, Cana Hall 
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January 3, 2021 + Second Sunday of Christmas 
 
 

Truth beyond the Facts 
 
There are many questions today about facts. Who do we trust to give us 
the facts? What sources and individuals are reliable? Social media can be 
a great tool for sharing, but it has also become a means of spreading 
misinformation, false beliefs, and bad advice. Many people today are 
suspicious of what some claim to be the facts. 
 
Even if we have the right facts, we might not have something more 
important: the truth. Facts can be a partial representation of the truth. 
Facts might tell us that it is sunny and warm this morning, but the 
weather forecast might say thunderstorms are coming in the afternoon. 
The latter statement is truth. Truth is the larger reality that smaller facts 
don’t capture, and sometimes contradict. 
 
John tells us that Jesus is God’s Word, full of grace and truth. In Jesus 
we get the full truth of God, not merely the facts. What are the facts we 
might see? We are all sinful and have strayed from God’s just and loving 
ways. The world is a mess. Left to our own ways, we are surely lost. 
These are the facts, as if we woke up to a dangerous thunderstorm but 
don’t know what the weather forecast is after that. Jesus is the fuller 
truth that in spite of the stormy mess of the world and our individual 
lives, God’s grace is a gift to us in Christ. There is a blue sky and a safe 
calm that is ours through divine love. 
 
Some of us live with messages that tell us we are not the right kind of 
person to receive God’s grace because of our past mistakes, or ethnicity, 
or gender identity, or level of education, or poverty. The truth of Jesus 
Christ tells us we are children of God. “From his fullness we have all 
received, grace upon grace” (John 1:16). This is the truth that gives us 
life. 
 
From sundaysandseasons.com. 
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