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This past year, the Sunday morning worship        
services at Salvation Army have blossomed  under 
the care of John Staples  and Sondra Bartels.  John 
and Sondra are the weekly servants who make it 
happen, arriving early to set up a pre-worship coffee 
and cookies service for approximately 75-125 
homeless people.  The worship service that follows 
has live praise music lead by John with singers from 
the homeless community.  

      
A newly formed Sunday school class follows worship where approximately 5-10 are      
studying “How to Reach Your Full Potential” by Charles Stanley.  
 
Throughout the year, they give out gifts of socks, chapstick, Easter goodie bags, and  
stuffed socks at Christmas.  They have hosted several special breakfasts including 
pancakes and bacon, bagels, orange juice and donuts; also hot dogs with beans and 
chips for Father’s Day. 
  
Brown bags lunches prepared and donated by First Presbyterian Church are            
distributed monthly.  Worship service bulletins are printed weekly and free Bibles 
are always available.  Baptisms in the past year numbered 18.  Bob Eaton and Ed 
Luckett also assist and rotate delivering the message and   
performing baptisms.   
 
Sunday mornings at Hope Chapel are exciting and offer the 
homeless a church home that is welcoming and growing!  We 
invite you to come join us and see for yourself what God has 
done!         

Pastor Ed Luckett 

John Staples and Sondra Bartels 
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Johnnie and Michelle Smythe 
Baptized January 29, 2012 

Welcome these newest members to our Christian family! 

Leslie Davis, Thomas Anthony Skeen and Sandra Dockins 
Baptized September 30, 2012 

There is a new man in charge at our Wednesday night homeless 
feeding at Christ Episcopal Church.  Harold  Witherspoon’s  
duties closely mirror his work in Chicago where he headed up a 
food pantry supported by five suburban and two inner city 
churches. Since Harold was a member of Session and worked a 
second shift, he was asked by the Session to assume               
responsibility for the Pantry.  From 1979 to 2008, Harold wore many hats, including fundraiser, 
administrator, financier, food transporter from the Food Depository, cook’s assistant, and the 
last four years served as the main cook. His meals were served from the “Red Kitchen” (so 
named because most Meals they served were red in color) chili, spaghetti and meatballs,      
Mostaccioli and smoked sausage. Born in Birmingham, Alabama, Harold’s family moved to 
Chicago when Harold was 11. He worked days as a stockman at Montgomery Wards and      
attended night school studying to become a TAB operator (an early IBM machine).   He became 
a computer operator and worked for First National Bank of Chicago (now Chase Bank) from 
1984 until October 2001 when he retired.   
 
His wife worked for the State of Illinois as an inspector for home day care centers spending 
many hours driving in the Chicago winter weather. They have two sons, Harold Jr.  (age 46) 
and Howard (age 43), and two granddaughters. After visiting relatives in Las Vegas in 2005 and 
again in 2006, they decided Las Vegas would be a good place to live.  They made the move in 
2008. Amazing Grace Ministry has been blessed by Harold’s addition to the Board of Directors 
and his willingness to use his Chicago experience to help build our ministry in Las Vegas. 

Meet Our Newest Board Member 
Harold Witherspoon 


