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Jeremiah 31:7-14; Psalm 84; Ephesians 1:3-6,15-19a; Matthew 2:1-12 

The Magi needed the scriptures to find God/messiah.1  Why did the magi need scriptures?  

Did they need to know what they sought in following the star?  I’d guess “yes.” 

Why did those who knew the scriptures not recognize what the magi knew?  Were they 

unable to hear and heed the knowledge of strangers (non-believers, outsiders, from 

different faith traditions) about God/messiah? 

What about now? What about us?  Are we more like Herod and the chief priests and the 

scribes, knowing the scriptures but not knowing God, or are we or more like the magi, 

seeking knowledge in the scriptures of what we have met or what we desire? 

Do we seek wonder, or do we think we have all the answers? 

Are there signs, stars, or unexpected truths about God “out there” – outside our tradition, 

even outside our scriptures – that we refuse to see? 

What do we wonder?  What wonders do we see?  Do we even remember what wonder is? 

Were Herod and the religious leaders just a wee bit jealous of the magi?  A wee bit 

resentful?  Are we? 

Matthew has angels. Matthew has wise strangers. But Matthew also has children of 

Abraham, priests and scribes, who claim to know God - they even know where the messiah 

is to be born!  Why didn't they go, too, when the magi set forth for Bethlehem? 

And we - we make a mental and spiritual pilgrimage to Bethlehem, year after year after 

year, singing the carols, rejoicing with the angels, visiting with the shepherds, recounting 

the tales of the magi – yes, we do all this, but is Bethlehem where the Messiah is now? We 

say the words, we sing the songs, we remember and tell the stories, but we, too, can get up 

and go!  And where would we go?   

Where is the Messiah now? 
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Is the messiah in palaces, in beautiful church buildings, in fine homes, in government 

offices, andin places of power and influence? 

Or is the messiah in cages, in prisons, in hospitals, in hovels, in the darkness of addiction 

and illness and ignorance, among wanderers and cast-offs and homeless? 

Well, both or even all, most likely.  

Brian Murphy of Queer Theology dot com recently wrote that after traveling across the 

country as a college student to open conversations about GLBTQ with anyone who wanted 

to talk, he reflected on his experiences. 

He remembered that the magi went home “by another road,” and realized their journey 

was not yet complete once they’d arrived in Bethlehem.  

Although we don’t know what they thought about what they had witnessed, what they were 

pondering in their hearts, I think it’s a safe bet to conclude they still had work to do; they 

had the opportunity and obligation to respond to what they had seen, and to allow the 

transformation of the Holy Spirit within themselves.   

Brian also recalled Gandhi’s famous directive: “You must be the change you want to see in 

the world.”  He concluded:  That’s not so the world will change and you stay the same.  

“You. You must change.”2 

We, having made our annual pilgrimage in memory and song and prayer and worship to 

Bethlehem, now must go forward – not back to the home where we began as if we and it 

hadn’t changed, but by another road, to a place that must change, but that can only change 

if we are changed by what we have witnessed and experienced. 

Many of us spent Christmas with friends and families, as we have done for years.  We 

catch up on the news, we recall gatherings in the past, and come to church with the kids 

and grandkids to share what we find so special here.  But in some families and gatherings, 

some of us may find divisions and disputes – conversations that turn angry and hostile, 

memories dredging up old arguments and old pain, and new arguments and new pain.   

Relationships can be broken, or they can be healed.  If things need to change in order for 

healing to occur, those changes have to begin within us.  A new road, a new way, a new 

beginning.  That’s on us. 
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Every mental health therapist knows that the only thing we control, in the end, is our 

response to what happens around us or to us.  We choose to be angry, we choose to love, 

we choose to forgive, we choose to walk away, we choose to speak up, we choose to remain 

silent. We choose to hang on to the old ways, or … we choose to go forth by another road. 

Now if you have been reading the Epistle and listening to the Vestry announcements, you 

know we are still asking for your pledges to support our church in 2020.  I’m not sure what 

the numbers are now – how many have pledged – but if you have, I do thank you - how many 

have not, and what the totals of pledge dollars are.   

In 2019, Vestry approved a deficit budget, but because most of you were able to keep up 

with your pledges and also because several members made individual donations for specific 

purposes and we managed to raise some funds with the Christmas tree sale, we got 

through the year on the positive side of things. 

Unfortunately, this year, 2020, looks like it’s going to be tighter yet.  Again, I don’t have 

all the numbers, but we’ll be able to tell you more at the Annual Meeting on February 2nd.  

And we are going to be asking you to engage in a conversation about the future of this 

church.  Don’t panic – we’re not going to be closing the doors.  But like many other 

congregations in this diocese and throughout the church, our ability to fully support the 

activities and programs that we love is in jeopardy. 

And it is an open question at this time whether Christ Church can afford a full-time priest.  

And if we can’t, then what do we do – and what does Mother Evelyn (that is, I, what do I) 

do?  I’ve been talking with Vestry and members of the Finance and Budget committee 

about that.  Honestly, I don’t know what I think – but I would hate to leave, for example, 

at a time of threat, without making an effort to find a better way for all of us.   

The question is, are you ready to walk forth on another road?  Are you ready – and willing – 

to ask the questions, to seek the answers, to find the solutions, and maybe to make some 

changes – each and all – that will restore the luster, brighten the prospects, and answer 

the need not only of our little church, but of our community outside our doors?  Are you 

ready and willing to listen for the voice of the Holy Spirit to direct and guide?  Are you 

willing to step up and step out – out of your comfort zone and up to the challenges that lie 

ahead? 

I can assure you that individuals donating for specific purposes – welcome as this is, will 

not be sufficient to keep us going as we have been.   



We need a larger answer, in fact, we probably need several answers. 

How do we find them?  The diocese has programs to help – and right now I want to 

encourage you to consider one of them: The College for Congregational Development. This 

is a week-long seminar that was begun in the Diocese of Olympia, in western Washington, 

over ten years ago.  Hundreds of churches have sent members through the program, and in 

every case, positive steps have been identified, taken, and accomplished.  Each parish team 

comes home with a specific plan for the year ahead, and there is a follow-on program at 

the end of the first year, as I understand it. 

I’ve had a couple training sessions from the program – and you, if you were here on ____, 

have had a taste of one of them: to identify what part of “church life,” of spirituality, of 

God, you feel most drawn toward.  Last month, at the Advent Clergy day, we heard about 

another part of the program: identifying and responding to anxiety and conflict – what 

triggers them, and what helps to resolve them.   

The program is a full week – from Sunday afternoon to Saturday midday.  The dates are 

July 12-18.  The place is Waycross.  It costs $100 to register; if four of us go, our church 

will have to cough up $750, and we will apply for grants to cover the remaining fees – 

that’s all been lined up through the diocese.  If you go to the diocesan website, there’s a 

page about the CCD, with a link to a short video about the program.3  I know of 2 people 

already interested; we need 2 more, and would welcome more than that, depending on how 

many other parishes in the diocese want to participate.  If the $100 registration fee is a 

problem, let me know.  The diocese is clear that the cost will not be allowed to bar anyone 

who wants to go from participating. 

There are some other things coming up – including a special Art Sale to benefit Christ 

Church, an exploratory committee to assess the potentiality of creating a transitional 

group home for LGBT youth in the rectory, and my own drive to ask the City Council to 

approve a resolution condemning hate speech and standing up for those who are being 

targeted by such people as the KKK – people of color, women, LGBT persons, Jews, 

immigrants, and refugees.   

Please let me know if you’d like to know more about any of these.  While the next two 

weeks Aaron Lynch has a class Between the Services on the Church Year and the Seasons 

Thereof, I hope to arrange a couple sessions on these events after I return from vacation.   

Like the Magi, let’s get ready to go forth by another road! 
                                                           
3
 https://indydio.org/church-resources/college-for-congregational-development/ 

https://indydio.org/church-resources/college-for-congregational-development/

