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Sermon for the Third Sunday in Lent, Year A 

March 15, 2020 

The Rev. Evelyn Wheeler, Rector 
 

Exodus 17:1-7; Psalm 95; Romans 5:1-11; John 4:5-42 
 

NOTE:  This is the second half of the sermon.  Please access the audio version for the 

complete text. 

 

Well, here’s an ironic example of how infection rates can be really impressive.   

 

This woman - she is isolated. Many biblical scholars have said so, so it must be true. She's 

had seven husbands and is now living with a man she's not married to. Instead of coming 

out in the cool of the morning with the other women, building community, being among 

friends, she comes in the heat of midday, alone. Did you notice how eager she is to have a 

conversation with another human being!  She crosses all the social boundaries to ask 

questions she never had a chance to ask before. Whom would she have asked?  No one 

speaks with her.  She's broken all the rules and has been shunted aside. 
 

Jesus breaks all the social conventions. Maybe that's what appeals to him in her. He 

doesn't shut her out or shunt her aside. He reaches out to ask for water. He speaks with 

her at length. He takes her seriously. 
 

She is infected with the Jesus virus. 
 

And then she goes into town, and tells people about it. 
 

Come and see, she says, he told me my whole life! 
 

And they come.  Did they come out of curiosity or did they come to attack him for being 

Jewish? Did they come to hear him or to chase him away? Did they come because it was a 

slow day and here was a novelty? 
 

But after he spent time with them, they were infected, too. 
 

Everywhere he went, Jesus attracted the curious, the needy, the bored, the cranky, even 

the self-righteous. Lots of them got infected, too. 
 

Even after his death, resurrection, and ascension, his followers continued to tell of him, 

and more and more people were infected. 
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Now, that's some virus! 
 

Maybe it’s the one we should seek out. 
 

What might that look like? 


