
 

As a practical matter, it takes quite a bit of  money to keep the place going. 
Our highest costs are staffing ($130,000 in 2019), as one might expect. The 
diocese accounts for about $25,000 (primarily the diocesan assessment, plus 
convention and conferences), and the physical plant another $25,000. 
Administrative costs take up the remainder (~$7,000).  

But there are deeper “why’s” – the ones that have to do with who we are as 
a community and how we live into our faith. It is because we believe that 
the Church has something important – and life-giving – to offer the world.   

It is also because we believe that the Church offers something important 
and life-giving to us.  It is one of  the ways we reflect the love of  God for us 
back to the community and people of  God. It calls on us to dig deep – not 
just financially, but spiritually – to strengthen our relationship with our 
fellow believers. Taking on a discipline such as regular giving, serving on 
Sundays, providing a meal at Coffee Hour, or attending Christian education 
classes, or any one of  a number of  activities is a soul-forming exercise. We 
become the people we are called to be, aided by one another’s presence and 
the gifts that we share.  What a glorious return on our investment! 

Can you step up your donat ions?  

Why we ask for your help 

Here’s a handy chart to show you how much you might pay on a monthly 
basis, as a percentage of  weekly, monthly, or annual income:   
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“You are the light of the world! 
You are the light of the world! 

But if that light is under a bushel, 
It's lost something kind of crucial 

You've got to stay bright to be the light of the 
world.” 

                        — Godspell 

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 

 These words, adapted from Matthew 5:14, 

remind us in a fun way that, although our light 

may be shining, “something kind of  crucial” is 

lost if  we don’t bring the light we have out into 

the world, for all to see, for the glory of  our 

generous God and the building of  the kingdom.  

 This past year, I have seen that light 

demonstrated joyfully in our own parish: in our 

worship, learning programs, care for our facilities, 

and in our service to the wider community.  

 You know the stories as well as I: new ministries, 

such as the Ladies Lunch Bunch Fun-Raisers and 

the Prayer Quilts, have taken root, while others, 

such as the St Cecilia Festival and the Annual 

Blessing of  the Animals, have continued to grow 

to involve more members of  our larger 

community, such that we not only offer grace 

and hospitality, we also receive it. The active roles 

you take on in the liturgy, the caring you bring to 

one another, the prayers we offer, and the 

blessings we share are all signs of  the love of  

God let loose in our lives! 

 I am, quite simply, overjoyed at the generosity of  

the people of  Christ Church, because when we  

 

bring our light out into the world, we express 

our gratitude, confidence, and willingness to 

take risks as agents of  Jesus remaking the 

world. In making our light visible, we keep our 

salt flavorful, as Jesus puts it in these words 

from The Message:  

 “Let me tell you why you are here. You're here 

to be salt-seasoning that brings out the God-

flavors of  this earth. If  you lose your saltiness, 

how will people taste godliness? Here's another 

way to put it: You're here to be light, bringing 

out the God-colors in the world. God is not a 

secret to be kept. We're going public with this, 

as public as a city on a hill.” 

 Indeed, our work, our prayers and our giving 

are all about making God’s flavors, colors, and 

love visible and available to all in our lives. And 

they are about our willingness to accept the 

challenge to stretch and grow, into our 

individual purpose, and into the mission of  our 

church. 

 I ask all of  you to reflect on the gifts you have 

received, and to consider how God is calling 

you to risk “flavoring” the world with your 

time, talents and treasure. I pray that we will 

join together to give abundantly to bring light 

into our lives and the world around us.   

Faithfully, 

      Evelyn+ 


