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THE EPISTLE 
February 2021 

UPDATES FROM YOUR CHURCH 
➢ Our annual meeting will be held this Sunday, Feb 7, at 1:00 p.m. via Zoom, with 

limited space available in the church for those without access to the internet. 

• We will elect two new Vestry members (current candidates are Nancy Watson and 

Elizabeth Chapa) and 2 delegates and 1 alternate to Diocesan Convention. If you 

are interested in serving, or in nominating someone, as delegate or alternate to 

Convention, please forward the name(s) (with their permission) to the Vestry 

Clerk, Jacquie Grimes: ronjacqgrimes@gmail.com  

• We will take questions from the congregation 

➢ Vestry plans a parish meeting in March for further discussions  

➢ The Church is OPEN for private prayer every Wednesday evening from 5 to 7 p.m.  

You are most welcome to drop in!  (Please wear a mask and sit in the designated 

pews.)  Music and Evening Prayer are frequently read during this time. 

➢ The March-May Forward Day by Day books are available in the church office. 

LENT IS COMING 
Ash Wednesday, February 17, we will have the Liturgy for Ash Wednesday with 

Imposition of Ashes – in a new way.  Ashes will be distributed to each household for you 

to self-impose or impose on members of your household. There will, as always, be the 

live Zoom option on Ash Wednesday at 7:30 p.m.  We also plan to try something new: if 

we can figure out the mechanics, the liturgy will be pre-recorded, posted on YouTube, 

and, we hope, will also be available on DVD for those without internet access.  Watch 

your email and our website for details: (https://cecmadison.org).   

Lent is traditionally a time for “Lenten Disciplines.”  Local churches who have, in prior 

years, offered a weekly worship with light lunch on Wednesdays, will not be offering 

them this year, due to the pandemic.  But there are other options!  The most-frequently 

cited is fasting – to abstain from food for one meal per day or week, or from certain foods 

(e.g., meat) one or more days per week, and to use the time you would spend eating to 
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focus on prayer.  You can read about this kind of spiritual fasting here: 

https://www.learnreligions.com/what-is-fasting-701972  

Other disciplines can include book/Bible studies, prayer circles, labyrinth walks, different 

forms of daily prayer, the sacrament of confession (what the BCP calls “reconciliation of 

a penitent”), service to others, going on retreat, and many other options.   

Mother Evelyn will offer a weekly discussion group (on zoom and conference call), to 

consider the upcoming Sunday lectionary readings. The readings will be posted on our 

website and on Facebook, for discussion on Mondays at 5:30 p.m., for about 45 minutes, 

beginning February 15.  A link will be sent for the Zoom meeting. Lectionary readings 

may be found at: https://lectionarypage.net. 

Also watch our Facebook page and website for Daily Prayers in Lent! 

One of the more fun aspects of Lent is “Lent Madness.” Every weekday during Lent, two 

saints of the church go head-to-head, rather like teams in a sports league, to see which 

will win the coveted Golden Halo.  For more information:  https://www.lentmadness.org.  

COVID UPDATE – VACCINATIONS 
As you may be aware, vaccinations in Indiana are now available to all health care 

workers and to anyone 65 and older. We understand that it can be difficult to obtain an 

appointment to receive the shots. If you have a computer, you can visit the site 

https://ourshot.in.gov, and follow the instructions there to register at a location nearby.  

(Some have traveled to Switzerland, Ripley, Scott, Clark, and even Jennings Counties, 

but shots can also be scheduled at KDH and the Jefferson County Health Department.)  If 

you do not have computer access, call 211 and explain you do not have computer access 

and request assistance in scheduling. If you have a friend with a computer you might ask 

them.  Please note that the website can sometimes be very busy, so it may work better if 

you try it late at night, or early in the morning.  If you get really stuck, Jan Vetrhus has 

offered to try and help. 

CAN YOU ASSIST? 
Worship 

We are requesting that more people get involved in the conduct of worship on Zoom.  If 

you’d like to host on Zoom, that would be welcome, but if that’s a bit much to begin, we 

have other options: for example, you might still lead a portion of the service as the 

officiant for a portion of the service – the opening sequence of confession and psalms, or 

https://www.learnreligions.com/what-is-fasting-701972
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introducing the readings, or leading the apostles’ creed and suffrages, or leading the 

prayers of the people, etc.  As those who have been on Zoom know, perfection is elusive, 

but one can actually find comfort in that, because it frees us to be present to the moment, 

and not so anxious about how everything looks.  Let Karen Ricketts know if you’d like to 

try this!  cecmadison@cinergymetro.net 

MealTrain 

Dave Alcorn is being treated for cancer. Because of travel for multiple doctor 

appointments, the family has requested help with meals - either meal delivery from your 

kitchen, or from an area restaurant, about three days a month.  Shannon Dattilo has 

posted a schedule on MealTrain, an app designed for just this purpose.  We encourage 

you, if you are able, to select a date from the calendar on the site, and either bring them a 

meal or provide a gift card from a local restaurant for delivery or pickup. Check the 

"more info" tab on the site to find out what parameters are requested (lots of cheese, no 

carrots, that sort of thing). You can sign up for meal deliveries right here:  Meal Train for 

The Alcorn Family.  Please note the instructions!  Thank you! 

Lucky the Service Dog 

A Madison, Indiana, woman, Cathy, has young adult son, 

Richard, who needs a new service dog.  Lucky, a beautiful 4-

year-old black Lab, is available. However, training service 

dogs is expensive. The family needs $6,000 to pay for him. 

Between her own savings and donations from friends, Cathy 

has about $2,500. We are hoping to raise the balance; the 

entire amount will be paid to Lucky's trainer on the day he is 

brought to Richard. Any amount will be helpful and 

appreciated! We will post photos when that day arrives and 

keep all who donated up-to-date.  To donate, send your check 

made out to Northern Indiana Service Dogs and drop off at 

Christ Episcopal Church, 506 Mulberry Street, Madison, IN 

47250. Or make a donation on line through a Facebook 

fundraiser. (Lucky will arrive this Saturday, so we will need 

your donations soonest.)  Thank you!! 

For information, call Jan Vetrhus at (812) 599-3447. Thank 

you! 
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A NOTE FROM THE RECTOR 
I’ll just leap right in, shall I?  In consultation with the bishop and the Vestry, I have made 

the decision to leave Christ Church after Easter.  I will, in fact, be retiring, and I plan to 

move back east to be nearer to my family.  This has not been an easy decision, and I 

know I will have times of regret and sadness – as I expect you will as well. 

There are a number of factors that have influenced this decision.  Some are purely 

personal: I am now in my late 60s and I just don’t have the energy I used to have to 

weather the bumps along the way, and I miss my family.   

Others reflect my “read” of where the parish is in its life in Christ and the realization that 

“for everything there is a season, and a time for every purpose under heaven.”  There are 

skills and knowledge I do not have, that you may very well need.  Children grow up and 

leave home; priests get old(er) and leave churches; churches go through their own life 

cycles and need new approaches.  It’s all how life is. 

We have, as a church family/community suffered some hard losses in the last year due to 

Covid – worshiping together as we used to do, friends and family members (and some of 

us) getting sick, hospitalized, and even dying, divisions in our public lives, relationships 

upended because of political differences, and so on. 

But do not forget that we have also survived many of these pressures; we have refused to 

let them get in the way of our efforts to follow where the Holy Spirit leads.  We may have 

differences of opinion, but we still are praying together.  In short, we are still here.  

That’s always a good thing to remember!  We are still here, despite everything. 

And even more importantly, God is still here!  Whatever lies ahead, trust that the Holy 

Spirit will reveal, in time and through prayer, what comes next.  Do not be afraid.  Rejoice 

in all the grace God showers upon you. Work together to define your common future – 

everyone’s voice matters!  Do not be passive, be bold!   

Vestry is receiving guidance from the Diocesan Transition Officer, and will be reaching 

out to you to hear your hopes and your anxieties and your views and your ideas going 

forward.  There is a formal discernment process; and the first task is likely to be along the 

lines of: what have we learned thus far in our journey?   

Your input is crucial to this process.  No one should remain on the sidelines; no one 

should remain silent.  If I have messed up, you can tell me, and you can tell them.  If I 

have done well, you can tell me, and you can tell them.  If there are things you want that 

you haven’t seen, ask. If there are things you don’t like, don’t be afraid to say so.  In all 

this, be kind, be gentle, be patient, but in all this, also BE PRESENT.   It takes a whole 
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team to win a game, a whole crew to sail a boat, and it takes a whole church to be The 

Church. YOU are needed.   

And I will say thank you, over and over again, in the coming weeks, for all the wonderful 

ways in which you have been and are The Church.  I have learned much from you, and I 

value you – each and every single one of you and all of you together – more than you 

perhaps know, or I may have shown.  You enriched my life in so many ways.  You have 

been patient. You have been loving, supportive, caring, even in times of disagreement 

and disappointment. You have walked in the paths of God.  We have shared so much.  

We have moved mountains.  I have every confidence in the long-term viability of Christ 

Church, no matter what forms it may take, or ministries it may offer, in the future.   

 


