
bers and feeling the pinch; 
we are not unique in this.  

Despite this, Mother  
Evelyn and the Vestry  
remain confident we can 
build a strong future—the 
only question is how! That 
future will likely be unique 
to our particular communi-
ty, but it will be something 
where we can all find our 
road forward because we 
are all working together. 

Do please keep Christ 
Church in your prayers! 

Be sure to plan on being at 
Annual Meeting on Sunday, 
February 2.  We will have 
one combined service at 9:00 
a.m.  The choir will sing, we 
will hear reports about our 
various activities and minis-
tries, and vote for Conven-
tion Delegates and new Ves-
try members.   

Vestry is proposing a change 
to the bylaws to allow indi-
viduals who wish to serve on 
Vestry or as Convention Del-
egates to be nominated from 
the floor at Annual Meeting.  
As you know, we have had 
some delays in the nomina-
tion process, so this seems a 
wise precaution.   

Nonetheless, we have re-
ceived three nominations for 
Vestry thus far. We need 
three, so that’s good, but if 
you’re interested, you can 
still run, too! One position 
will be for two years, the 

others will be 
for three. 

We have also 
received one 
nomination for 
our two Con-
vention Dele-
gates; that’s 
another option 
for you to con-
sider.   

Ted Todd, retiring Treasur-
er, will present the financial 
report for 2019, and Patty 
Trimble has submitted a 
printed report on the Stabi-
lization Campaign.  

In addition to hearing re-
ports and the elections, we 
also would like to begin 
discussing the options for 
planning our future, given 
the financial situation in 
which we find ourselves.   
It seems as though so many 
churches are losing mem-

I t ’ s  T i me  f or  o ur  A nnua l  Me e t i ng !  

P ray er  f or a  C hu rc h Fac i ng  De c i s i on s  

We believe in the power of prayer! Please pray this petition daily! Thank 

you. 

O God, you are always forcing us to face decisions, so that in choosing, we 

will choose your will. Now that we must decide what to do, guide us with your 

word and Spirit. Prevent us from clinging to the old strategies, and show new 

ways for us to follow and obey; through Jesus Christ, the pioneer of our faith. 

Amen.            
                                                                                 PCUSA WorshipBook (1970) 
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Where we stand on 

finances in 2020 

 Number of pledges 

received to date:  25 

 Amount pledged to 

date:  $71,910.08 

 Average per giving 

“unit”: $2,086 

 Expected endow-

ment payments:  

$45,000 

 Expected need: 

$195,000 

 Projected shortfall: 

$78,089.92 
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Hi I'm Tabitha and I'm a 

member of the Vestry. I 

wanted to take just a couple 

minutes of your time to tell 

you how I became an Epis-

copalian and why Christ 

Church matters to me. 
 

My first exposure to an 

Episcopal Church was in 

Louisville, Kentucky when 

I attended a Contra Dance... 

it was held in an Episcopal 

Church. As I exited the 

dance I saw pictures on the 

wall of female priests and 

thought to myself what 

church is this that allows 

women to be leaders? 
 

Not long afterward I went 

through a very difficult di-

vorce. I was at a place 

where I didn't know who I 

was because my identity 

had been built on being 

someone's wife and mother. 

It was a transforming time 

for me. The person I was 

before no longer existed. I 

was heartbroken, angry, 

afraid, and I felt alone. I 

had a therapist, medication, 

was practicing self-care but 

I just couldn't get it together 

enough to control my anger 

and start my new life. 
 

I decided to look for a 

church but was afraid I 

would not be able to find 

one that was diverse and 

open-minded enough for 

me to feel comfortable. I 

had quit attending church 

12 years prior and walked 

out of many ... because of 

sermons that were discrimi-

natory, condemning, or 

negative. I don't believe the 

God we worship discrimi-

nates or condemns. 
 

I started researching local 

churches by reading their 

websites and Facebook pag-

es. When I saw the rainbow 

flag on the Episcopal 

Church website that read, 

"This church welcomes 

all", I felt a glimmer of 

hope that I would actually 

fit into this congregation. 
 

I attended my first service 

on December 20th 2015, a 

day I will never forget. I 

felt genuinely welcomed. 

The sermon was uplifting 

and about God's love. In the 

3+ years I've been here, I've 

never heard a sermon that 

didn't focus on the love of 

God and how we can love 

each other better. I have 

grown in my faith, I am 

single, happy, and I have 

learned how to love and 

forgive those who have hurt 

me. This place, these peo-

ple, the version of God that 

we believe in ... enabled me 

to become the person I am 

right now. 
 

I fell in love with this 

church and with being an 

Episcopalian because every 

Episcopal Church I attend 

has the same message. I 

feel our community needs 

this church and more peo-

ple need to know about 

THIS love. 
 

As you all know next Sun-

day is our annual meeting. I 

want to strongly encourage 

all of you to attend and in-

vite your friends who are 

members of Christ Church 

to attend as well. 
 

We are at a Crossroads in 

our journey. Every decision 

we make this year will be a 

critical one. We need to 

decide who we are and 

what we want for the future 

of our congregation and our 

greater Community. 
 

This month we have 3 Ves-

try members retiring and 

another who [is considering 

retiring]. That leaves us 

with 3-4 people on the Ves-

try. I serve on the Vestry 

because I love this church 

and I don't know how it 

would affect my spiritual 

journey if the doors were to 

close. 
 

Change makes me very  

uncomfortable. I love this 

church exactly how it is. 

But unfortunately we can-

not move forward, be finan-

cially viable, and be rele-

vant in our community 

without some major  

changes. 
 

Speaking as a Vestry mem-

ber, the decisions we need 

to make in the next few 

months are too important 

and too heavy for the shoul-

ders of only 4 people. We 

need members of this con-

gregation who care about 

the vision of this Parish to 

step up and help us make 

these decisions. Please at-

tend the annual meeting [on 

Sunday] and prayerfully 

consider running for Ves-

try. Thank you. 

Wh y C hr is t  Churc h?  

“In the 3+ years 

I’ve been here, 

I’ve never heard a 

sermon that didn’t 

focus on the love 

of God….” 
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Sunday, Feb 2 (Annual 

Meeting—service at 9 a.m.): 
Malachi 3:1-4;  

Psalm 24:7-10;  

Hebrews 2:14-18;  

Luke 2:22-40 

Hymns: O gracious light, 

Lord Jesus Christ; How lovely 

is thy dwelling place; Lord, 

you have fulfilled your word; 

Jesus shall reign  

Sunday, Feb 9: 
Isaiah 58:1-12;  

Psalm 112:1-10;  

1 Corinthians 2:1-16;  

Matthew 5:13-20 

Hymns: Christ is the world’s 

true light; How bright ap-

pears the Morning Star; Be 

thou my vision, O Lord of my 

heart; Thy strong word did 

cleave the darkness.   

Sunday, Feb 16: 
Sirach 15:15-20;  

Psalm 119:1-8;  

1 Corinthians 3:1-9;  

Matthew 5:21-37 

Hymns: I come with joy to 

meet my Lord; Blessed Je-

sus, at they word; If thou but 

trust in God to guide thee; 

Hail to the Lord’s anointed. 

Sunday, Feb 23: (Last Sun-

day after the Epiphany) 
Exodus 24:12-18;  

Psalm 2 ;  

2 Peter 1:16-21;  

Matthew 17:1-9 

Hymns: Alleluia! sing to Je-

sus:; O wondrous type! O 

vision fair; I love to tell the 

story; When morning gilds 

the skies 

Sunday, Feb 9  

Vestry: Roger Williams;  

Chalice: TBD;  

Lessons: Aaron Lynch;  

Prayers: Jacquie Grimes;  

Greet: Roger & Jane Williams. 

Sunday, Feb 16 

Vestry: Tabitha Tolbert;  

Chalice: Deb Wickham;  

Lessons: Bill Marvell;  

Prayers: Carolyn Gunter;  

Greet: Fred Scroggin, Jan 

Campbell  

Sunday, February 2 

Vestry: Dave Sloane  

Chalice:  Tabitha Tolbert/

Darryl Smith;  

Lessons: Ted Todd/Brenda 

Dietrich;  

Prayers: Jane Williams 

Greet: Pam Jones, Cindy 

Armstrong/John & Brenda 

Dietrich 

 

Sunday, Feb 23  

(Last  Epiphany) 

Vestry: Aaron Lynch;  

Chalice: Allen Watson;  

Lessons: Deb Wickham;  

Prayers: Ted Todd;  

Greet: Richard & Karen Dickie 
 

Altar Guild:  Brenda Sundt, Patty 

Trimble, Pam Jones 

W h at  W e ’ re  R e a d i ng  T h i s  Mo nth  

S e rv i ng Su nday s  

F e ast  o f  t h e  Pr ese ntat i o n  &  C and le m as  

In addition to this Sunday 

(February 2) being the date 

of our Annual Meeting, for 

the first time in years the 

Feast of the Presentation, 

also called “Candlemas” 

falls on this day. Therefore, 

we will being our service 

with a short liturgy to  

celebrate the Presentation 

of Jesus in the Temple, and 

sing a hymn that echoes 

the theme of God’s light 

coming into the world. 

 

 

 

Like Simeon and Anna, we  

rejoice, “We have waited 

on your loving kindness, O 

Lord, in the midst of your 

Temple.” 

 

 

Page 3 

2020, Issue 2 



Ash Wednesday falls on 

February 26 this year.  

We will offer Holy Eu-

charist with Imposition of 

Ashes at 12:00 p.m. and 

at 7:00 p.m.  If you would 

be available to assist in 

any way: greeting, read-

ing, leading prayers, or 

administering ashes and 

communion at either or 

both services, please let 

Karen Ricketts know as 

soon as possible. 

Thank you. 

 

L e n t  B e g i ns  

T HE  D IO C ES E   o f  I nd ianap o l i s  

C h r i s t ia n E d u c at i o n  

Small Church Summit   

September 19, 10 a.m.- 4 p.m. EST 

Waycross 

The Small Church Summit will provide 

leaders with opportunities to share ideas 

about their gifts, challenges and successes 

and to explore ways that small churches can 

thrive. 

Plans are in develop-

ment for a Sunday 

morning Between the 

Services class during 

Lent exploring how we 

can discern what is of 

God, and what is 

God’s desire for us. 

 

College for Congregational  

Development  

July 12-18 — Waycross 

This week-long intensive training, de-

signed for teams of lay and clergy lead-

ers, will help churches of every size, lo-

cation, and circumstance become more 

faithful, healthy, and effective.   

Learn more and register online. 

not inspired by the great 

stories?  Stories knit us 

together; they invite us 

across oceans and into 

the hearts of other peo-

ple. Stories light up our 

imaginations!  The best 

stories inspire us to tell 

our own.  Join us 

“Between the Services” 
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If Lent is coming, that 

must mean that Shrove 

Tuesday is coming also!  

If you can help set-up, 

prepare and serve food, 

and/or clean up after-

wards, please sign up for 

our annual Pancake  

Supper on Tuesday,  

February 25.   

Sign up sheets will be in 

the church on February 16 

and 23. 

 

“Remember  

that you are dust, 

and to dust you 

shall return.” 

On Sunday, February 9, we 

will finish our short series 

on the Seasons of the 

Church Year between the 

services, 9:10 a.m. in the 

Great Hall. 

On the 16th and the 23rd, 

we’ll take a stab at “telling 

our stories.” Who doesn’t 

love a good story? Who is 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ynQYA-ap8wTNbxcQHdLf56fkqARVBukWSo3xlxFdaGyl8Xh_X00NRgqOAk0Z-1gMTfjSi8qe0oAkDpEQ-e-uwDjxV_OyGFk8W8uLQEBuAynY_VIouyH-WoS-g6pJNP7sE4xA8Y-sdohX6Tdl2d3raPbhjQiTsvU6Ud45Sm6u-Hv_hD3RRcoT0UeOhMN7YE-dDQ2rgtzndVNm6D8LHIsT2O9yIAJpVnRLZ


As you know, we are coming up 

short between expected need and 

projected income, by a not inconsid-

erable amount. This is not a reason 

for despair!  We have assets we can 

tap. We have engaged leadership.  

We have options. 

Here's the thing:  we also have chal-

lenges. After tapping our resources, 

if we have not identified additional 

resources, or increased our member-

ship and giving, in a couple-three 

years, we will be back at this point 

again, but this time without assets at 

hand to tap.  So now is the time to sit 

up and take notice; now is the time to 

ask in our hearts what God wants of 

us; now is the time to step up and 

step out - now, while we have time 

to consider all the options; now, 

while we have the time to figure out 

what we are called to do; now, while 

we are here.  We have received a 

wake-up call, and there is still time 

to respond in a healthy way to the 

situation.   

The best way to respond to challeng-

es is to respond together.  The dio-

cese, under its new leadership, is all 

about leadership development - it's 

about giving the lay members of our 

churches the intellectual and discern-

ment resources to work together to 

figure out how we are going to fare 

into the future, by whatever road we 

T h e  R e c tor ’ s  Co lu mn  

can locate or even build. 

Churches across the country are losing 

long-term members every day.  

Churches across the country are run-

ning through their endowments.  

Churches across the country are in-

creasingly doing without full-time  

clergy. Churches across the country 

close every day. This is scary stuff.  

And the future is indeed cloudy. 

That’s why we will need to work to-

gether, and all become engaged in the 

discussions and discernment for our 

future at Christ Church in Madison In-

diana.  We need everyone's ideas, 

dreams, hopes.  We need to know what 

those are.  We need to know what we 

are really good at, what is our niche.  

Given our size, we are not going to be 

able to be all things to all people, like 

larger congregations here or in the cit-

ies.  We are small, yet let’s not forget 

that we love our church, we love our 

liturgy and our music and, most im-

portantly, we love one another.  These, 

too, are assets. 

Let's use them!  No one should feel 

they have nothing to say, nothing to 

offer, and nothing to do.  We are all 

involved, we are all valued, we are all 

loved, and we are all needed.  

May God continue to bless our church, 

In Christ’s name. Amen.   

Evelyn+ 
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506 Mulberry 

Madison, IN 47250 
 

Phone:812-265-2158 

E-mail: cecmadison@cinergymetro.net 

 

C h r i s t  E p i s c o p a l  C h u r c h  

Lenten Worship & Luncheon Series 
 

Be on the watch for information con-

cerning this year’s ecumenical Lenten 

Series!  Each week in Lent, a local 

church will host a short worship ser-

vice with a guest preacher, followed by 

a simple lunch, from 12:00 to 1:00 p.m. 

 

Feb. 26:  St John’s UCC 

March 4: First Christian Church 

March 11: First Baptist Church 

March 18: Prince of Peace 

March 25: Resurrection Lutheran 

April 1: Madison Presbyterian 

April 8: Trinity United Methodist

The Madison Performing Arts 

Foundation is pleased to present 

our annual Young Musicians Con-

cert.  Local students will assemble 

to present their state contest pieces 

on Sunday, February 23, at 4 p.m. 

at Madison Presbyterian Church.  

The concert is free and the public 

is encouraged to attend to enjoy 

the talents of our young people. 

 

 

 

 

 

Co m m u ni t y  E v e n ts   

A  g r e a t  

p l a c e  t o  

c e l e b r a t e  

G o d ’ s  l o v e !  

Visit our website: 

https://cecmadison.org 

F o r  a  L au gh  


