
“The Corona-Tide Times” 

It is said that there are 

four questions we all are, 

have been, or will be ask-

ing during these days:   

1. When can we go back 

to the way things 

were? 

2. Can we go back to the  

way things were? 

3. What if we can’t go 

back to the way things 

were? 

3. What might the future 

look like? 

As the days and weeks 

have dragged on, some 

answers, some ideas, 

some proposals have 

been brought forward.  

Bp Jennifer has provided 

guidance on planning for 

re-opening.  This guid-

ance prioritizes safety for 

all, and especially the 

most vulnerable:  She 

echoes the governor’s 

strong encouragement 

that vulnerable people 

continue to stay at home 

as much as possible. 

 

She has also given each 

parish some flexibility on 

when we can move on 

from a closed building, 

and a response plan suit-

ed to each location.  Our 

planning team (Dave Al-

corn, Jane Williams, and 

Karen Scroggin) has been 

working on a proposal, 

under the oversight of the 

Vestry.  We are consider-

ing the possibility of in-

person worship in the 

garden as a first step.   

We continue to monitor  

news and developments, 

and as the situation 

changes, depending on 

the ways it changes, we 

will make adjustments 

accordingly. 

We know this is hard.  

We hope to have a resolu-

tion soon. In the mean-

time, we do urge appro-

priate caution:  to main-

tain a physical distance 

with others, to wash 

hands frequently, and to, 

yes, wear a mask to help 

protect others . 

What the future will 

bring, we do not know.  

But we do know we can 

face it together, with love 

for God and each other. 

If you have views on 

whether/when/how, 

please let us know!  We 

value your perspective. 

When, can, we? 
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God of all power and 

love, 

we give thanks for 

your unfailing presence 

and the hope you pro-

vide in times of uncer-

tainty and loss. 

Send your Holy Spirit to 

enkindle in us your holy 

fire. 

Revive us to live as 

Christ’s body in the 

world: 

a people who pray, 

worship, learn,  

break bread, share life, 

heal neighbors, 

bear good news, seek 

justice, rest and grow 

in the Spirit. 

Wherever and however 

we gather, 

unite us in common 

prayer and send us in 

common mission, 

that we and the whole 

creation might be re-

stored and renewed, 

through Jesus Christ our 

Lord. 

Amen. 

A Prayer for the Power of  the Spirit Among the People of  God 

A prayer for these times, 

offered by ELCA and 

TEC. 

in any large city where 

peaceful demonstrations 

have somehow morphed 

into violence, looting, 

and arson. Political rhet-

oric and social divisions 

are at fever pitch.  

Things are in turmoil, 

and we aren’t even able 

to access our church 

right now, that place 

where we seek comfort 

in times of trial, and fel-

lowship, and the pres-

ence of God.  

It’s all very well for peo-

ple to say “God is pre-

sent,” and maybe we 

know  it but maybe we’re 

just not feeling it. 

Where is God now? 

Where do we find hope? 

Hope is founded in 

trust. It is not a test of 

whether we believe in 

God today; it is the only 

statement we can make 

against the darkness: “I/

we will get through this; 

I/we will find a way for-

ward. Even if some say 

there is no God, I/we 

will trust in God, whose 

promises still stand. 

Hope is the cry of a 

newborn. Hope is the 

hand that reaches out to 

help another. Hope is 

the smile that makes 

one’s day. Hope is hear-

ing someone say: You 

matter to me.  

Where do we find hope? 

When everything is 

strange and new and 

changed and even scary, 

where do we find hope? 

Will normalcy ever be-

come normal?  What if it 

doesn’t?  We may not be 

exiles as the Israelites in 

Babylon, weeping and 

hanging up their harps, 

but we still may grieve 

the things we have lost: 

closeness and hugs and 

lunches with friends or 

dinner with that special 

someone in that special 

place.  Or we may be 

worried about our 

friends and relatives in 

other places where 

Covid-19 is rampant, or 

 

How shall we sing  

the Lord’s song  

upon an alien soil? 

(Ps 130:4) 
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“No justice, no peace” 

Where do we find peace? 

 

Gate in winter 

The country is suffering 

yet another crisis; it can 

get to feeling like nothing 

makes sense anymore, 

nothing is stable, nothing 

is helpful. 

Different people hear this 

cry (“no justice, no 

peace”) differently: 

“If you do not act justly 

toward us, we will give 

you no peace until you 

do.’  (Think of the old 

widow hammering on the 

judge’s door night after 

night: (Luke 18:1-8). 

We will give you no jus-

tice; we will punish you.  

(Psalm 35:4-6) 

There is no justice in this 

country for us, and there 

is no peace either.  (Psalm 

88; also Jeremiah 6:14) 

What do these scriptural 

references show?  They 

show there is nothing 

new here, though it feels 

new to us.   

Those who feel pain will 

want to relieve that pain 

any way they can, some 

by peaceful, and others 

destructive, means.  Bro-

ken people break things.   

But Let us seek peace.  

Let us open our hearts.  

Let us listen for the Spirit.  

Let us help fix what is 

broken. 

ter how small or ordinary; 

in fact small and ordinary 

is a great place to start. 

Listen. 

Set a timer on your watch 

or phone, for 15 seconds, 

30 seconds, 2 minutes, 

whatever and then sit and 

listen to the world around 

you.  What do you hear?  

Cicadas? Birds? Traffic? 

People talking? A dog 

barking? Make a mental 

note or a hand-written list 

of what you hear.  Come 

back later and try it again: 

did what you hear this 

time differ?   

Dance. 

Whatever your favorite 

music is, put some on and 

then just start moving.  

Slow or fast, just move.   

Pray.   

Admit it, you expected 

this to be higher up the 

list. But how can you hear 

God if the only voice you 

have in your head is your 

own?  This doesn’t mean 

you can’t tell God how 

you feel, but it does mean 

that you will find it help-

ful if you have spent 

some time not thinking 

about how you feel, so 

when you come back to 

it, you can be somewhat 

reflective/objective about 

it.  And that will open the 

ears of your heart for 

God to enter.  Wait for it.  

Let love in. 

There’s a lot of advice on 

the internet about how to 

find peace, usually “inner 

peace.” Inner peace is a 

good place to start. But 

the lists are not all in 

agreement, so it seems 

that each person will need 

to find their own way. 

But surely there is help, 

when finding inner peace 

just doesn’t seem to be 

happening?   

Help someone.  

That’s it.  In a nutshell: 

helping someone else can 

get you out of your own 

head faster than you 

might imagine.  

Express gratitude. 

Start listing all the good 

things, every day, no mat-
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To pair up members who 

are at home with mem-

bers who are out and 

about, to stay in touch, to 

check in, support each 

other with errands on the 

one hand and prayer or 

counsel on the other. 

To visit (at a safe dis-

tance) the stay-at-home 

folks, bringing news and 

photographs and stories 

to share. 

To help those at home to 

connect to worship ser-

vices (assist with calls or 

online access).   

If we do wind up being 

separated into two 

groups for an extended 

time, depending on 

greater or lesser vulnera-

bility to the corona virus, 

such that many of our 

members will continue 

to need to stay close to 

home, we need to ask 

ourselves how we will 

maintain our relation-

ships and sense of com-

monality. 

What are the things we 

can do to keep our con-

nections strong?  Maybe:   

To bring the concerns of 

those at home to the rest 

of our community. 

To support and pray for 

those who are working 

and send cards on birth-

days or anniversaries. 

To talk about the issues 

of the day, or do a book 

study together over the 

phone or in an online 

forum. 

To hold “conversational 

memoirs” of our Corona 

Days, sharing experienc-

es and recording our sto-

ries for the archives. 

Who Are We Now? 

Worship services are held on Sundays at 

9:00 a.m. (conference call) and 10:00 a.m. 

(Zoom online).  (See e-mails/letters for 

instructions on how to partake.) 

We have been approved a grant for 

“staying connected through technology” - 

to facilitate streamed worship services via 

Facebook or YouTube.   

If you are in the vulnerable group (age 65-

plus and/or with a compromised immune 

system) you are strongly encouraged to 

take advantage of these options from 

home!  We don’t know how long stay-at-

home will be needed for some, but do we 

want all to be able to participate in our 

common worship. 

Celebrate God’s Love 

Seek God’s will  

Serve God’s people  


