
 

 

The Burning Question:  When Can We Go Back to Church “for Real”? Pg 1 

The reluctant answer:  Not yet. 

The Burning Question:  What’s up with online worship? Pg 1 

The slightly-frustrated answer:  We have options, not everyone is able to access them. 

The Burning Question:  What’s the Vestry Doing? Pg 2 

The working answer:  Working! 

The Burning Question:  How are we doing financially? Pg 3 

The hopeful answer:  Not too badly, but we still welcome your pledge payments! 

The Burning Question:  How are the people doing? Pg 4 

The requesting answer:  Please reach out and tell us what you need! 

The Burning Question:  How can we help?  Pg 4 

The hopeful answer:  How do you feel about the arts? 

GOING BACK TO CHURCH 
The same pull in our hearts to return to active, on-site, in-person worship pulls in Bp 

Jennifer’s heart as well.  She is in touch with the Presiding Bishop and other Bp Sparks in 

Northern Indiana; she follows Gov. Holcomb’s updates, tracks the incidence of Covid-19 in 

Indiana, and offers this advice.   

There will probably be no in-church worship at least until late May.  We may be able to host 

on-line, streaming worship from the church (though we currently lack the requisite technical 

capacity for more than what we are currently offering from home), with a small ministry 

team by the end of May; and we may open the church or other buildings for small groups, 

with masks and alcohol gel (if we can find them) and physical distancing.  Even after the 

church is open, we will need to wear masks and use gel, sit at distance, and not sing – either 

with choir or congregationally.  (Singing is as effective in spreading the disease as coughing 

and sneezing.)  The pew cushions will need to be removed for the time being.  The church 

will need to be sanitized completely between any and all events (as a practical matter, that 

will mean only one service on Sundays). 

ONLINE WORSHIP 
 

We continue our Zoom Worship.  Sundays at 10:00 a.m.      The permanent link is:   

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/95232711585?pwd=Ri9qKzBHWW1WUmlnUWV4dmQzd1NFd

z09  

If you are unable to access through that link, and have the Zoom app on your computer, you 

will need the Meeting ID: 952 3271 1585 and the Password: 002068 
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If you don’t have a smart phone or computer, you can “phone it in.”  Call one of these two 

numbers, and, when prompted, put in the Meeting ID and the Password (above) when 

prompted.  312 626 6799 US (Chicago)  or  646 558 8656 US (New York).  You won’t get to 

see our smiling faces, but you will hear everything that goes on! 

We also offer Conference Call Worship on Sundays at 9:00 a.m.  This is a permanent link. 

Call this number:  978-990-5130, and, when prompted, input this code:  1679001. 

Unfortunately at this time, we do not have the technical capacity to livestream, but we are 

working on some options in that regard and will update you when we have news. 

We need creative solutions to the technical challenges.  We are planning to apply for a 

“Connect through Technology” grant from the Center for Congregations (Lilly Endowment 

funds) to pay for upgrades in the church to permit live-streaming worship.  If you know 

anyone who may have the technical expertise to advise, counsel, guide, and help install and 

even run such an experience, please provide the names to Mother Evelyn.  Thank you. 

We have discovered that we reach some people with Zoom and others with a conference call; 

but about half the congregation at this time is not participating in either option.  If you are 

experiencing difficulty in connecting to our live worship options, please let Mother Evelyn 

know!  (And if you are just planning to wait until we are “back to normal” – please don’t!  

Whatever comes in the future may not look like the past, and in the meantime, we are still a 

church community called to worship together!  Let us help you find a way to do that!) 

VESTRY REPORT 
 

Someone broke into the large plastic closet where we kept the lawnmower – and not much 

else.  We don’t know if anything was taken, but the Junior Warden has undertaken to remove 

the whole thing and its contents.  Vestry also approved an assessment for minimum upgrades 

in the Rectory, with a view to possibly offering space as an Air B-n-B as soon as it is safe to 

do so.  Our bookkeeper, Linda Wenning, will retire as of May 15.  Treasurer Tabitha Tolbert 

and the finance committee, chaired by our new Finance Warden Karen Scroggin, are 

working with Canon Brendan O’Sullivan-Hale to establish appropriate and secure procedures 

for all money-management.   

The Finance Committee recommends changes to the Sunday bulletin and practice to save 

paper and ink. We’ll see those changes implemented as we move back into the church. 

The Committee also will pull together a binder containing all the principle documents, 

bylaws, and policies (weddings and funerals, building usage, etc.), position, ministry, and 

committee descriptions and responsibilities. The bylaws will be updated to accord with 

Episcopal Church and Diocesan canons.  They requested that all current job descriptions be 

reviewed and updated. 

Vestry adopted the 2020 budget; copies available on request.  Total for the year: $203,000 
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OUR FINANCIAL STATUS 
 

Right now we’re in good shape.  We’ve received the annual pay-out from the Community 

Foundation endowment, the first-quarter payment from German American (maintenance 

fund), a distribution from the Carole Sloan estate, and a loan/grant from the Small Business 

Administration Payroll Protection Plan.  We also have received a number of pledge 

donations from our members (and we are most grateful!).  

January to April 21 (not including the PPP funds of $19,311): 

INCOME:  $110,146.30: 

 Operating (pledges, bequests, memorials, etc.) 60,363 

 Designated (maintenance or other specified areas) 3,137 

 Investments (German American, Community Foundation, Kessler Fund) 38,378 

 Interest  2 

 Gifts in kind (not cash in hand)  246 

 Refund  10 

EXPENSES:  $49,718.79: 

 Administrative (copies, postage, supplies, etc) 1,639 

 Diocesan assessment  4,096 

 Physical plant (utilities, insurance)  9,256 

 Compensation  33,559 

o Clergy comp (included above):  $21,140. 

BALANCE:  $60,428 

Pledge income is reduced, but quite a number of members have sent in checks by mail. 

Options for payment include: send a check, ask your bank to send a check, pay through our 

website (https://cecmadison.org/give) or through the Diocesan payment site 

(https://onrealm.org/indydio/-/give/covid19). 

The current projected deficit for 2020 is $39,000. 

HOW’RE YOU DOING? 

We’re not sure, unless you tell us. You should be hearing from your Vestry Representative 

from time to time; if not, do feel free to call Mother Evelyn or your Vestry Rep.  If you don’t 

know who that is, we have them listed on our website! 

These are, as you know, very stressful times.  There are many internet-based resources that 

you can access, or sign up for daily emails.  Forward Day by Day booklets have arrived at 

the office, and is also available online at: https://prayer.forwardmovement.org/  .  The 

https://cecmadison.org/give
https://onrealm.org/indydio/-/give/covid19
https://s3.amazonaws.com/mychurchwebsite/c3457/2020__vestry_reps_list_20200501.pdf
https://prayer.forwardmovement.org/
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Society of St John the Evangelist, an Episcopal Benedictine order in Cambridge MA offers a 

short “Daily Word” meditation to which you can subscribe: https://www.ssje.org/word/  

The Diocese is offering two streaming services daily (except Sundays) at 8:00 a.m. (Morning 

Prayer) and 8:00 p.m. (Compline), at the “Virtual Abbey” page on Facebook.  YOU DO 

NOT need an account on FB to view this!  https://www.facebook.com/IndyDioVirtualAbbey/ 

HOW CAN WE HELP? 

With the changes in view – from online streamed worship to live-streaming, from printed 

bulletins to seasonal worship guides, from large-scale events to small-groups with physical 

distancing, we have a LOT of things that might benefit from YOUR creativity and ideas!  

We would like to establish an Arts Council at Christ Church – to include people in the 

literary, visual, and musical arts.   

One of the early opportunities for creative expression is the design of new worship guides.  

We’ll be ditching the old style bulletins while distributing laminated worship guides, posting 

hymns on the hymn boards, developing worship materials that can be viewed on a tablet or 

smart phone, and so on.  We’re proposing seasonal guides (one 8x11 sheet, two sides) that 

will need banners and/or iconography as well as the actual text.  If you’re into graphic 

design, photography, painting, calligraphy, etc., why not join the Arts Council and help 

coordinate!   

As we move increasingly toward a digital way of communicating and working together, help 

on the website, our Facebook page, and outreach.  If you have a yen to help us make and 

expand our mark, this is for YOU!  Let’s get the Word OUT!   
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