
 EASTER April 4, 2021 

 

Prelude Christ the Lord is Risen Today  Traditional, arr. by Fred Bock 
Entrance Music Jesus Christ is Risen Today (garden) H-207 

THE WORD OF GOD 

Celebrant Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
People He is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

Collect for Purity  BCP 355 

Celebrant Let us pray. 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known and from you no 
secrets are hid:  Cleanse the thoughts of our heart by the inspiration of your Holy 
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy Name; 
through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

Gloria  BCP 356 

Collect of the Day  Bulletin Insert 

First Lesson Isaiah 25:6-9 Bulletin Insert 

Psalm Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24 Bulletin Insert 

Second Lesson 1 Corinthians 15:1-11 Bulletin Insert 

Gradual Music  Victory (“Alleluia! The strife is o'er, the battle done”) 
   Giovanni Pierluigi de Palestrina 

The Gospel Mark 16:1-8a Bulletin Insert 

Sermon The Rev. Evelyn Wheeler 

The Nicene Creed  BCP 358 

Prayers of the People Form VI BCP 392 

In peace, we pray to you, Lord God. 

For all people in their daily life and work; 
   For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone. 

For this community, the nation, and the world. 
   For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace. 

For the just and proper use of your creation; 
   For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression. 

For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble; 
   For those who minister to the sick, the friendless,  
   and the needy. 

For the peace and unity of the Church of God; 
   For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth. 

For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble; 
   For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy. 



For the peace and unity of the Church of God; 
   For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth. 

For Michael, our Presiding Bishop; for the peace of Jerusalem; for St. 
John’s, Lafayette, The Rev. Dr. Bradley Pace, The Rev. Gretchen Freese;  
for Evelyn our Rector, and all bishops and other ministers; 
   For all who serve God in the Church. 

For the special needs and concerns of this congregation.  We pray for David, 
Bradley, Georgia, Jacquie, Kaleb, Trish, Milly, Valerie, Abigail, Sandy, Robin, 
Brenda, John, Ruth, Julie, Jeff, Barbi, Larry, Mary Ann, Karen, Morgan, 
 and others we now name, either silently or aloud.  (Silence.)  Hear us Lord; 
   For your mercy is great. 

We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life, especially for our friends Kathy 
and Tommy Williams and John Hawk. 

We will exalt you, O God our King; 
     And praise your Name for ever and ever. 

We pray for all who have died, especially David Wheeler who died March 31, 2005, 
that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom. 

Lord, let your loving kindness be upon them; 
     Who put their trust in you. 

Concluding Collect:  Almighty God, to whom our needs are known before we ask: Help 
us to ask only what accords with your will; and those good things which we dare not, 
or in our blindness cannot ask, grant us for the sake of your Son Jesus Christ our 
Lord.  Amen.   

Confession & Absolution BCP 360 

Peace BCP 360 

THE CELEBRATION OF THE HOLY COMMUNION 

Offertory Sentence 

Offertory Music Allemande  George Friedrich Handel 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

Eucharistic Prayer B BCP 361 

 Sursum Corda Lift up your hearts BCP 361 

 Sanctus Holy, holy, holy BCP 362 

 Fraction Christ our Passover BCP 363 

The Lord’s Prayer BCP 364 

Communion of the People * 

Music During Communion Noël Nouvelet (“Now the green blade riseth”) 

   Medieval French carol 

Prayer after Communion  BCP 365 



Prayer of Spiritual Communion (said by all) 

Celebrant Let us pray.   

Gracious God, in union with the faithful across the Church, we thank you for 
gathering us as your people. We present ourselves to You, along with all who 
cannot gather around the altar at this time, believing and trusting in Your real 
presence in the sacrament of Holy Communion. We love you above all things; our 
soul longs for you.  

And so, we call to remembrance the many times we have been fed at your table. As 
we cannot now receive you sacramentally, we implore you to come spiritually into 
our hearts. We embrace you with all the affection of our soul.  May this spiritual 
Communion be for us an armor of faith and shield of goodwill and liberation.  

Sustain us, heal us, and encourage us, with your Holy Spirit until we meet again as 
one Church and one Body. We ask this for your love. Amen. 

The Four-Fold Easter Blessing  

May Almighty God, who has redeemed us and made us his children through the 
resurrection of his Son our Lord, bestow upon you the riches of his blessing.  Amen. 

May God, who through the water of baptism has raised us from sin into newness of 
life, make you holy and worthy to be united with Christ forever.  Amen. 

May God, who has brought us out of bondage to sin into true and lasting freedom in 
the Redeemer, bring you to your eternal inheritance.  Amen. 

And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon 
you and remain with you for ever.  Amen. 

Dismissal   BCP 366 

Recessional  He is risen, he is risen!  (garden) H-180 

1. He is risen, he is risen!  Tell it out with joyful voice; 
he has burst his three days’ prison; let the whole wide earth rejoice: 
death is conquered, we are free, Christ has won the victory. 

2. Come, ye sad and fearful hearted, with glad smile and radiant brow! 
Death’s long shadows have departed; Jesus’ woes are over now, 
and the passion that he bore – sin and pain can vex no more. 

3. Come with high and holy hymning, hail our Lord’s triumphant day; 
not one darksome cloud is dimming yonder glorious morning ray, 
breaking o’er the purple east, symbol of our Easter feast. 

4. He is risen, he is risen!  He hath opened heaven’s gate: 
we are free from sin’s dark prison, risen to a holier state; 
and a brighter Easter beam on our longing eyes shall stream. 

Postlude Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee!  Ludwig van Beethoven 

   arr. by Fred Bock 

 

 



*   Why are we receiving communion in one kind only?  Why can’t we use small cups 
to distribute the wine? 
At the root of the matter, we are a “One-Cup Church” because that’s how Jesus set it 
up; that’s how St Paul described it; and that’s how the Anglican church (the founding 
Church of England and the Episcopal Church and the Anglican Communion) has 
established it. 

Since the English Reformation, the Church of England and, since its inception, the 
Episcopal Church, have always held to being a “One-Cup Church.”  This is not to say 
there have not been individual congregations who have done things in another way, 
but this has never been officially sanctioned by the Church, either in the Church of 
England or in the Episcopal Church.  It is not sanctioned now, either. 

The one cup is the very symbol and act of our unbreakable unity with Christ, each 
other, the whole church, all the saints, and all those who will come after.   

We will not break that unity.  We will take the bread and fast from the wine, in 
solidarity with each other and the whole congregation.  We do this out of care for 
each other in a spirit of unity. 
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