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September 2020 

Christ Episcopal 

Church, Madison IN 

 

The Season of Creation 
Episcopalians are invited to join churches around the world in celebrating the Season of 

Creation; a time for people of faith to renew their relationship with God and all creation through 

celebration, prayer, and action. The Season’s roots rise from the Orthodox Christian tradition; 

the World Council of Churches was instrumental in making the special time a season, extending 

the celebration from September 1 until St. Francis Day, October 4.  

“The Season of Creation invites us to think deeply about our ecological, economic, and political 

ways of living, and to work towards justice and right relationship with God’s Creation,” says the 

Rev. Melanie Mullen, director of Reconciliation, Justice, and Creation Care, “We are thrilled to 

participate in this global effort.” 

Down load a weekly devotional here:  https://www.anglican.ca/wp-

content/uploads/Seasons_of_Creation_Devotional-Final_pages_-6.16.2020.pdf 

Here at Christ Church we will continue to use the regular lectionary readings, thus giving 

Mother Evelyn a challenge in preaching to weave in themes that speak to the sacred nature of 

God’s creation! 

We have received word of a death of a friend 

We regret to inform you that Larry Jaussaud has died, after a lengthy illness.  Public visitation is 

to be held at Lytle’s Vail Chapel, 117 Holt Drive, Madison, on Thursday, September 3, from 4 

to 7 p.m.  See the obituary at: https://www.lytlewelty.com/obituary/Larry-Jaussaud  

Are you feeling the lack of Sunday morning Christian Ed classes?  Are you 

wondering what you can do about it?  Here’s an idea just for you! 
ChurchNext is offering a free intergenerational Christian Education program called “This is 

NOT Sunday School.” Billed as the perfect tool for families and people of all ages, “each week 

we'll hear from some really talented communicators as they unwrap the story of the Bible. 

“We launch free sessions 4 days before the upcoming Sunday starting September 16 through 

December 20. Each week’s session features video teaching by a professional from the Christian 

formation network, Forma, as well as downloadable lessons and readings. [These] sessions use 

Forward Movement’s Exploring the Bible curriculum, which includes many of the most famous 

stories in the Bible. It's part of Forward Movement’s free Living Discipleship series.” The 

https://www.anglican.ca/wp-content/uploads/Seasons_of_Creation_Devotional-Final_pages_-6.16.2020.pdf
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sessions are hosted here: (https://www.churchnext.tv/library/this-is-not-sunday-

school/169476/about/)   
 

Here’s another option for Christian Ed: 

Online Christian Formation Workshop 

September 26, 10 a.m. Eastern/9 a.m. Central 

On September 26 from 10 to 11:30 a.m. Eastern/9 to 10:30 a.m. Central, the Rev. Holly Rankin 

Zaher of St. Paul's, Evansville, and Rebekah Sims of St. John's, Lafayette, will offer an 

interactive learning session about how to facilitate online Christian formation programs 

effectively. This 90-minute Zoom workshop is open to all laypeople and clergy in the diocese.  

The workshop will equip individuals and congregations to expand online Christian formation, 

and participants will have the opportunity to build the skills to transform in-person workshops, 

Sunday School, Bible study, and spiritual programs for online delivery. During the workshop, 

Zaher and Sims will explore effective examples of online ministry, discuss synchronous and 

asynchronous presentation of content, and explore different kinds of interactive activities in 

digital spaces.  

Email Holly Rankin Zaher with questions and watch for registration coming in early September. 

21-Day Racial Equity Reading Challenge 

Hanover Presbyterian Church is hosting a Zoom-based study project that will consider the 

writings of four Black authors. This from Pastor Katrina Pekich-Bundy: 

We will be meeting Saturdays at 1 pm for an hour and a half September 19, 26, October 3 and 

10. We will meet via Zoom. The books are: 

• So You Want to Talk About Race by Ijeoma Oluo 

• Jesus and the Disinherited by Howard Thurman 

• The Hate U Give by Angie Thomas 

• How to Be an Anti-Racist by Ibram X. Kendi 

 

There will be other resources, too, but information will be sent out closer to the date. 

If there are people interested, it would be helpful to know by the end of the week (Sept 4), if 

possible, as the group is getting larger.  Email to kpekichbundy@gmail.com.  

As you may be aware, Hanover College has welcomed some students to 

campus.  Many are in isolation and/or quarantine.  But you can make a 

difference! 
According to Chaplain Rev. Dr. Catherine Knott, “At present, we have about 8 students on 

campus either in isolation or quarantine, which means that they are tethered to a room for at 

least two weeks, unable to socialize on campus due to a positive COVID test, or verified as a 

https://www.churchnext.tv/library/this-is-not-sunday-school/169476/about/
https://www.churchnext.tv/library/this-is-not-sunday-school/169476/about/
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close contact with a COVID positive student. This entails that they are not permitted visitors, 

meals are taken to their rooms, and for many, it's a lonely and anxious experience.  For HIPPA 

purposes we can't specify names of students, but if you'd like to leave contact information, 

you're welcome to do so.” 

Dr Knott’s assistant has provided a list of suggested items to donate:  

“Thinking of you cards, cards of support (8 of these would be ideal, they can absolutely send 

more that we can have on hand for additional students). You are welcome to share your contact 

information if the student would like someone to speak to during this time. Please remember 

that if a student were to contact you - the student's confidentiality should be respected.  

• Face masks (this is a popular request from students)  

• Sweet treats & snacks  

• Chapstick  

• Water (another popular request from students)  

• Hygiene items (toothbrushes, toothpaste, deodorant, etc)  

• Disposable plates, bowls, cups, silverware, napkins (not in bulk, packs of 20 will suffice)  

Please let Mother Evelyn know if you would like to donate items and we will arrange pickup 

with the Chaplain’s office (access to the campus is restricted at this time). 

Episcopal Women's Ministries Fall Retreat 

Living Our Call as Disciples:" September 25 and 26 on Zoom 

 
The Episcopal Women's Ministries retreat will take place on 
Zoom on September 25 and 26. The theme is "living our call as 
disciples." Canon Kristin White will facilitate.  
 
Everyone is welcome to participate in this free 
event. Participants may join by Zoom or by dialing in from a 
phone. Please register online (each person attending should fill 
out a registration form even if in the same household as other 
attendees). Learn more and register. 

 

Diocesan Youth Group Zoom Gatherings 
 

Youth of the diocese are invited to join online Zoom 
meetings for faith and fellowship led by the Youth Steering 
Committee. August's meetings will be about Marvel trivia 
and September's gatherings will focus on online games.  

Grades 6-8 meet on the second Sunday of the month; the 
next meeting will be September 13 at 7:30 p.m.  
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZYvcO2vrD4rH9I2Op0JRI6CYWIrR1Ot7Ahc
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZYvcO2vrD4rH9I2Op0JRI6CYWIrR1Ot7Ahc
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Grades 9-12 meet on the fourth Sunday of the month; the next meeting will be on August 23 
at 7:30 p.m.  
 

For questions and login information, please email youth@indydio.org. 
 

From Mother Evelyn 

I don’t know about the rest of you, but if the way I am “coping” during this period is any 

indication, I would not be surprised if you are stressed far more than you are ready or willing to 

admit. It has been emotionally and psychologically exhausting – the uncertainties about life, the 

unrest, the turmoil, the virus, our lives upended, jobs lost, the economy struggling, our church 

building closed, our friends at risk, ourselves at risk.  Public discourse has become corrosive.  

It’s not that we as individuals, we in families, the church or the community or the country 

haven’t experienced hard times before; we have.  But this year really seems to be over the top in 

terms of multiple sources of stress and anxiety.   
 

What can we do?  I suggest spending time in the Psalms. I know, you thought I was going to say 

prayer.  Well, the psalms are prayers. Many of them come out of times of trouble and despair. 

Many of them ask God, “Where are you?” Many of them recite the promise of blessing, but the 

blessing seems to be missing. But every single one of them expresses hope as well: that God 

will hear, God will respond, and God will not abandon us for ever.  And as we move into prayer 

of our own, this is as good a model to follow as there is.   
 

My second suggestion is: do something for someone else. Call someone you know is isolated, or 

send a card, or make a donation (Episcopal Relief and Development is seeking funds for 

hurricane relief, covid relief, and fire relief, among their regular activities: 

https://www.episcopalrelief.org/ ).   
 

My third suggestion is: do something for yourself.  Have a cookie, take a walk, color or paint or 

write a poem or a diatribe (or a diatribe as a poem), sing a song, dance with the radio. Walk 

away from the news for a day.  Do some yoga.  Or just some focused breathing – you might 

even do that with the Jesus Prayer: “Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, have mercy on me, a 

sinner.”  You might also learn a new skill – how to say a few words in Spanish, or join in a book 

group with some friends.  Or take up the 21-day Racial Equity Challenge outlined above.   
 

Thank you for your faithful lives, your prayers and your financial and practical support – 

worship leaders, garden weeders, phone callers, prayer warriors, art supporters, ministry doers, 

justice seekers, and all who strive to love God with heart, mind, soul, and strength, and to love 

neighbor as self.  Being your priest is one of the best gifts I have ever received, and I thank God 

for you each and every day. 
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