
The final winnowing 

brought us to what was felt 

to be the highest priority 

action items: 

How Might We educate the 
congregation on church  
finances? 
 
1. Investigate rectory- triple net 
    lease 

2. Better understand financials 

3. Look at how employee hours  
    can be tweaked 

4. Fundraising 

5. Re-pledge 

6. Do a survey for stories and  
    additional information. 

7. Can we rent our facility to  
    other organizations? 

 

Other options discussed 

include making an applica-

tion with the diocese to cut 

the amount of our assess-

ment for the time being. 

On Saturday, February 22, 
thirty-eight parishioners 
gathered to share their obser-
vations and views on how 
things are at Christ Church 
in light of the current deficit. 

We came up with a list of 65 
facts, feelings, opinions, and 
concerns, each one indicat-
ing whose comment it was.  
So we had: 

[Name] was excited to find out 
how many new people have 
joined the church. 

[Name] thinks CEC has not men-
tioned or educated folks on how 
to leave deferred gifts. 

[Name] thinks we need to keep 
our focus on ministries.  

[Name] thinks there needs to be 
more professional accounting. 

[Name] thinks there are current 

assets that could be recurring 
revenue 

 

 

After collecting the state-
ments, we then indicated 
which items seemed most 
important to each of us, and 
views coalesced around 
these ideas:  (“HMW” 
means “How might we…” 

HMW better understand why all 
members are coming? 

HMW understand why some 
aren’t coming?  

HMW better track and followup 
with whose coming?  

HMW better tell our stories?  

HMW better attract new peo-
ple? 

HMW increase exposure 
through events?  

HMW better understand why 
people are leaving? 

HMW communicate better what 
people want done with their 
funds? 

HMW leverage our assets in the 
short term? 

 

O u tco m es  —  S t rat e gy  s es s i o n  

L iv in g l i fe  in  the  p resen ce  of  god  

“In the beginning, there is struggle and a lot of work for those who come near to God.  

But after that, there is indescribable joy. It is just like building a fire:  

at first it’s smoky and your eyes water,  

but later you get the desired result.   

Thus we ought to light the divine fire in ourselves with tears and efforts.”   

~ Amma Syncletica 
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Where we stand on 

finances in 2020 

(updated) 

 Number of pledges 

received to date:  26 

 Amount pledged to 

date:  $72,810 

 Median pledge amount: 

$2,450 

 Expected endowment 

payments:  $45,000 

 Expected need: 

$195,000 

 Initial projected short-

fall: $77,190 

 Gift received: $11,000 

 Gift promised: $20,000 

 Shortfall @ 3/1: 46,190 
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You can read the whole 

Introduction to Lent in the 

Book of Common Prayer 

(BCP pgs 264-265; which 

will also be read on Ash 

Wednesday). Briefly, the 

original purpose was two-

fold: to prepare candidates 

for baptism, and to restore 

those who had been sepa-

rated from the church for 

“notorious sins.”  Those 

who seek baptism at the 

Easter celebration may 

“enroll” on the First Sunday 

of Lent, and engage in 

study and spiritual disci-

plines to prepare for this 

event during Lent.  This 

custom dates way, way 

back to a time when most 

baptismal candidates were 

adult converts from other 

religions and were baptized 

at the Easter Vigil (which 

ended at dawn on Easter 

Day). 

Over time, Lent has become 

a time for the all believers 

to be “put in mind” of the 

gospel of pardon and abso-

lution, and “of the need 

which all Christians contin-

ually have to renew their 

repentance and faith.”   

Lenten renewal is suited to 

all members, newly arrived 

or of long-standing pres-

ence, those preparing for 

baptism or renewal of bap-

tismal vows, reaffirmation, 

and confirmation, and those 

who are simply seeking to 

continue in the faith of 

years, while finding new 

energy and light in the  

Gospel. 

 

What i s  Le nt ?   S p ec ial  mus i c  i n  l ent  

“Blessed be 

the God of 

our 

salvation:  

Who bears our 

burdens and 

forgives our 

sins.” 
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Sunday, Mar 1 (1st Lent) 
Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-7;  

Psalm 32; Romans 5:12-19;  

Matthew 4:1-11 

Hymns: The Great Litany; 

You who dwell in the shelter 

of the Lord; A mighty fortress 

is our God  

Sunday, Mar 8 (2nd Lent) 
Genesis 12:1-4a;  

Psalm 121;  

Romans 4:1-5,13-17;  

John 3:1-17 

Hymns: The God of Abraham 

praise; O love, how deep, 

how broad, how high; My 

faith looks up to thee; Lift 

high the cross.   

Sunday, Mar 15 (3rd Lent) 
Exodus 17:1-7; Psalm 95;  

Romans 5:1-11;  

John 4:5-12 

Hymns: O love of God, how 

strong, how true; Shepherd of 

souls, refresh and bless; 

Rock of Ages; Guide me, O 

thou great Jehovah 

Sunday, Mar 22 (4th Lent) 

1 Samuel 16:1-13;  

Psalm 23; Ephesians 5:8-14;  

John 9:1-41 

Hymns: O for a thousand 

tongues to sing; I want to 

walk as a child of the light; 

Heal me, hands of Jesus; How 

wondrous and great they 

works, God of praise 

Sunday, Mar 29 (5th Lent) 
Ezekiel 37:1-14; Psalm 130; 

Romans 8:6-11;  

John 11:1-45 

Hymns: Holy  Spirit, ever liv-

ing; Breathe on me, breath of 

God; When Jesus wept; Hail, 

thou once despised Jesus!  

Prayers: Cindy Armstrong;  

Greet: Cindy Armstrong, Pam 

Jones 

Sunday, Mar 15 

Vestry: Aaron Lynch;  

Chalice: Deb Wickham;  

Lessons: Bill Marvell;  

Prayers: Karen Dickie;  

Greet: Roger & Jane Williams 

Sunday, Mar 22  

Vestry: Roger Williams;  

Chalice: Allen Watson;  

Lessons: Karen Scroggin;  

Sunday, March 1 

Vestry: Tabitha Tolbert  

Chalice:  Matt Vosmeier;  

Lessons: Carolyn Gunter;  

Prayers: The Great Litany 

Greet: Richard & Karen 

Dickie 

Sunday, Mar 8  

Vestry: Richard Dickie;  

Chalice: Tabitha Tolbert;  

Lessons: Aaron Lynch;  

Prayers: Richard Dickie;  

Greet: Richard & Karen Dickie 

Sunday, Mar 29 

Vestry: Jacquie Grimes;  

Chalice: Matt Vosmeier;  

Lessons: Ted Todd;  

Prayers: Carolyn Gunter;  

Greet: Jan Campbell & Fred Scroggin 

Altar Guild:   

Kathy Williams,  

Cindy Armstrong,  

Brenda Dietrich  

W h at  W e ’ re  R e a d i ng  T h i s  Mo nth  

S e rv i ng Su nday s  

T h e  G reat  L itan y  

On the first Sunday in 

Lent, we open with the 

Great Litany — a form 

developed by Thomas 

Cranmer in 1544, predating 

his Book of Common Pray-

er, and since modified over 

the years to the version that 

starts on page 148. 

The Litany combines pleas 

for God’s mercy for the 

things we mess up, deliver-

ance from the things that 

tear us from God, and  

intercessions for guidance, 

strength, wisdom,  

forgiveness, and  

abundance of grace.  We 

conclude with the Kyrie 

(Lord have mercy, Christ 

have mercy, Lord have 

mercy). The language has 

not been modernized in our 

BCP, thus reaching back 

into our Reformation roots. 
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From Common Worship (Church of England Prayer Book) 

Lord God, 

we have sinned against you; 

We have done evil in your sight. 

We are sorry and repent. 

Have mercy on us according to your love. 

Wash away our wrongdoing and cleanse us from our sin. 

Renew a right spirit within us 

and restore us to the joy of your salvation, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.  

L e n t  B e g i ns  

T HE  D IO C ES E   o f  I nd ianap o l i s  

C h r i s t ia n E d u c at i o n  

Small Church Summit   

September 19, 10 a.m.- 4 p.m. EST 

Waycross 

The Small Church Summit will provide 

leaders with opportunities to share ideas 

about their gifts, challenges and successes 

and to explore ways that small churches can 

thrive. 

common life; it may be 

different from what you 

have experienced  

before, or build on your 

existing prayer life. 

God is full of surprises! 

What will you learn to-

day? 

 

College for Congregational  

Development  

July 12-18 — Waycross 

This week-long intensive training, de-

signed for teams of lay and clergy lead-

ers, will help churches of every size, lo-

cation, and circumstance become more 

faithful, healthy, and effective.   

Learn more and register online. 

which believers have 

sought the guidance of 

the Lord in their lives, in 

both individual and group 

settings.   

Perhaps you will find the 

one that works best for 

you in this day, at this 

time and place in our 
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“Remember  

that you are dust, 

and to dust you 

shall return.” 

“Discerning the Will of God” 

Drawing on such resources as 

Ignatian spirituality, the 

Quaker clearance process, 

reading scripture, reading  

poetry, silent meditation and 

contemplation, as well as 

through story-telling, we will 

find there are many ways in 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ynQYA-ap8wTNbxcQHdLf56fkqARVBukWSo3xlxFdaGyl8Xh_X00NRgqOAk0Z-1gMTfjSi8qe0oAkDpEQ-e-uwDjxV_OyGFk8W8uLQEBuAynY_VIouyH-WoS-g6pJNP7sE4xA8Y-sdohX6Tdl2d3raPbhjQiTsvU6Ud45Sm6u-Hv_hD3RRcoT0UeOhMN7YE-dDQ2rgtzndVNm6D8LHIsT2O9yIAJpVnRLZ


Have you made your Lenten Resolution 

yet?  I offer these ideas for your consid-

eration, in the hope that all the craziness 

of the world will take a step back and let 

you rest, refresh, and renew your spirit. 

Bp Stephen Charleston writes: 

If we breathe in the Spirit, what do we 

breathe out?  

The spiritual metaphor of drawing in 

the presence of the Spirit is an ancient 

one common to many faiths.  

For example, we take in strength, vi-

sion, hope, and compassion. Then we 

release what we do not need: old ide-

as, fears, prejudices, pride.  

As with the biological process of 

breathing there is an exchange. A bal-

ance is maintained that makes the 

breathing constant and consistent. It 

happens daily over and over again.  

Seen in this way, the ancient metaphor 

reminds us that faith is as much about 

what we let go as it is about what we 

take in.  

Or you can follow the suggestion of this 

Jesuit priest:  If you’re feeling over-

whelmed, maybe your Lenten fast 

should be to “do nothing.”  Literally.  

Take nothing on, carry nothing with, 

focus on nothing and wait for whatever 

is going on inside you to emerge before 

God: https://thejesuitpost.org/2020/02/

a-not-so-radical-proposal-for-your-lenten-

season-do-nothing/  

You might Use this labyrinth to turn the 

things you are least grateful for into 

things that make you grateful for what 

you have learned from them.   

If you are looking for something more 

active, Presiding Bishop Michael Curry  

 

T h e  R e c tor ’ s  Co lu mn  

suggests getting involved with a Lenten 

Call for Prayer, Fasting, and Repentance: 

https://episcopalchurch.org/posts/publicaffa

irs/lent-2020-call-prayer-fasting-and-

repentance-leading-action  

“In times of great national concern and 

urgency, people of faith have returned to 

ancient practices of repentance, prayer 

and fasting as ways of interceding with 

God on behalf of their nation and the 

world. This is such a moment for us in the 

United States. 

“On Ash Wednesday I will join with other 

Christian leaders observing this Lent as a 

season of prayer, fasting and repentance 

on behalf of our nation, with continued 

fasting each Wednesday until the Wednes-

day before Advent begins. 

“Our appeal comes during a time of pro-

found division and genuine crisis of na-

tional character. This is not a matter of 

party or partisanship, but of deep concern 

for the soul of America.” 

What will I be doing?  I’ll be trying very 

hard to let go of the things that drive me up 

the wall, to let go of resentments and frus-

trations, to let go of the felt need to solve 

everything. I probably will not be good at 

this. But how can I counsel and encourage 

peace-making if I am all wound up in 

knots? How can I offer room for others if 

I’m all wound up in my own issues? I will 

be asking God’s guidance to get through 

the hard times, the rough patches, and the 

daily work, with hope in my heart. 

And, just for a little bit of fun, I will be 

keeping up with Lent Madness and the 

Saintly Brackets at:  

https://Lentmadness.org 

(I’m posting the bracket in the Great Hall.) 

Bless to me, O 
Lord, 

the earth 
beneath my 
feet; 
bless to me, O 
Lord, 
the path I tread: 
my walk this 
day with the 
Father; 
my walk this 
day with 
Christ; 
my walk this 
day with the 
Spirit. 
 

 ~ An Irish prayer of  

blessing 
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https://thejesuitpost.org/2020/02/a-not-so-radical-proposal-for-your-lenten-season-do-nothing/
https://thejesuitpost.org/2020/02/a-not-so-radical-proposal-for-your-lenten-season-do-nothing/
https://thejesuitpost.org/2020/02/a-not-so-radical-proposal-for-your-lenten-season-do-nothing/
https://mcusercontent.com/0e864a2150df13b0055fe3948/files/e24c47fb-e643-4583-9373-aff6a2bb6e21/lent_gratitude_journey_11x17.pdf?fbclid=IwAR0OZvK67-c1wg4CK3p-rVA6CE8l7WfSyI1lcx5aJDKDjllOQD3E4vKJjqA
https://episcopalchurch.org/posts/publicaffairs/lent-2020-call-prayer-fasting-and-repentance-leading-action
https://episcopalchurch.org/posts/publicaffairs/lent-2020-call-prayer-fasting-and-repentance-leading-action
https://episcopalchurch.org/posts/publicaffairs/lent-2020-call-prayer-fasting-and-repentance-leading-action
https://Lentmadness.org
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Phone:812-265-2158 

E-mail: cecmadison@cinergymetro.net 
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Lenten Worship & Luncheon Series 
 

Plan on participating in this year’s  

ecumenical Lenten Series!  Each week 

in Lent, a local church will host a short 

worship service with a guest preacher, 

followed by a simple lunch, from 12:00 

to 1:00 p.m. 

 

Feb. 26:  St John’s UCC 

March 4: First Christian Church 

March 11: First Baptist Church 

March 18: Prince of Peace 

March 25: Resurrection Lutheran 

April 1: Madison Presbyterian 

April 8: Trinity United Methodist

On Friday, March 6, Madison Per-

forming Arts Presents Nicole Si-

mental, Concert Organist, at 

First Baptist Church at 7:00 p.m.  

The concert is free with donations 

accepted.  All are welcome. 

 

The Madison Performing Arts 

Foundation is pleased to present 

the Commonwealth Brass Band 

Sunday, March 22 at Fitzgibbon 

Recital Hall, Lynn Center for Fine 

Arts at Hanover College.  The  

concert is free, but donations are 

appreciated. 

 

 

Co m m u ni t y  E v e n ts   

A  g r e a t  

p l a c e  t o  

c e l e b r a t e  

G o d ’ s  l o v e !  

Visit our website: 

https://cecmadison.org 

F o r  a  L au gh  


