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Sermon for the 23rd Sunday after Pentecost. Year C 

November 17, 2019 

The Rev. Evelyn Wheeler, Rector 

Malachi 4:1-2a; Psalm 98; 2 Thessalonians 3:6-13; Luke 21:5-19 

We’re getting downright apocalyptic in the waning days of the year, aren’t we!  Wars and 

rumors of war; people declaring the return of the Lord, and so on.  When I go out on the 

road to Indy or Bloomington or Jeffersonville or wherever, it’s nearly inevitable that I will 

see a sign outside a church somewhere along the road that reads, “Jesus is coming soon!” 

But in this passage in the Gospel of Luke, Jesus says, “"Beware that you are not led astray; 

for many will come in my name and say, `I am he!' and, `The time is near!'” 

Jesus keeps telling his disciples things they find pretty scary and then says “Don’t be 

afraid!” 

They ask, how will we know: "Teacher, when will this be, and what will be the sign that this 

is about to take place?" 

And he says, “"Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom; there will be 

great earthquakes, and in various places famines and plagues; and there will be dreadful 

portents and great signs from heaven. 

"But before all this occurs, they will arrest you and persecute you; they will hand you over 

to synagogues and prisons, and you will be brought before kings and governors because of 

my name.” 

Ever since, people have been trying to figure out, “is it now? Or … now?  or maybe … now?”  

“Surely it must be now!” 

But Jesus was pretty vague about what that “now” would look like. After all, he even told 

them that the Son of Man doesn’t know when it will be – although that was in two of the 

other Gospel accounts. 

But if even he doesn’t know, and his description of what will be the signs and portents is so 

vague that people have been thinking it’s “NOW” for centuries, but it never has been “now” 

up till now – well, it’s probably still not “now.” 

Thus, one suspects that perhaps that’s not what he was getting at.  He wasn’t making an 

absolute prediction about a time certain.   
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And if it wasn’t about when the end will come, can we even be sure there will be an end at 

all?  Maybe the world will keep on turning, and we will have to cope with all the things that 

we thought might be the signs he meant, for centuries and millennia to come, just as our 

ancestors have done. 

So what is he getting at?  Maybe, just as we always see the signs of ending all around us, 

we are always at risk as we strive to live out our faith in the turbulent world … 

Jesus says, “…You will be brought before kings and governors because of my name. This 

will give you an opportunity to testify. So make up your minds not to prepare your defense 

in advance; for I will give you words and a wisdom that none of your opponents will be able 

to withstand or contradict. You will be betrayed even by parents and brothers, by relatives 

and friends; and they will put some of you to death. You will be hated by all because of my 

name.” 

Just as there is always wickedness, there is also always the need for witness against it – a 

witness for justice, for mercy, for healing, for releasing, for waiting on God’s Spirit to 

work through us, through our words and our actions and our willing hearts. 

Despite opposition, despite tribulation, despite any hatred directed against us for speaking 

as God directs us … we are to testify, to bear witness to the Good News of God in Christ.  

Well, that’s all well and good, but here’s the thing. The Gospel we witness to, and the 

Gospel that others witness to, may not be the same Gospel.  But everyone will think to 

themselves, “We’ve got it right, and all the others have it wrong.” 

I think we constantly have to go back to the Scriptures – not just a few scattered verses, 

but great chunks and whole books.  I think we have to read and meditate and pray to 

discern what is being said there. 

I think we have to consider what theologians and mystics and historians and the poor and 

the outcasts have to say about their encounters with God, about their lives and 

experiences and prayers, and not just rely only on our own brain power.   

We need to hold conversation with those who have no power and no privilege; we need to 

hear their stories, their hopes and dreams, their struggles and triumphs. 

We need to remember that Jesus was always present in every conversation he ever had 

with anyone – rulers, leaders, the sick and wounded, women, foreigners, children – and 

follow his example, and be present with them as well. 
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There are always troubles; there is always injustice, and we are admonished to always face 

the one and always strive against the other. There is always God’s grace and God’s healing 

and God’s love; and we are invited to always share them widely in our own place and time. 

Do not be afraid of the harshness of life; do not be afraid of those who bite and strike 

and wound; stand up, stand tall, stand with Jesus and speak peace, speak love, and speak 

healing. 

When does the end come?  We don’t know.  There is enough and more than enough work 

for the present day; we need not worry about that day.   

Build up, do not tear down.   

Be kind, do not judge. 

Be whole, do not squander the gifts God has given you. 

Live in the light of God, not in darkness. 

But when darkness surrounds you, seek the light; seek the light of God’s love, grace, and 

mercy. The more of these things you share, the more you will find them shared with you. 

 


