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Sermon for the 18th Sunday after Pentecost, Year C 

October 13, 2019 

The Rev. Evelyn Wheeler, Rector 

2 Kings 5:1-3, 7-15c; Psalm 111; 2 Timothy 2:8-15; Luke 17:11-19 

May the words of my mouth… 

There are so many options today of things we could talk about!  We have healing for lepers 

in two of the passages that raise issues of gratitude that reflect a potentially different 

perspective than last week’s gospel passage.  

We have encouragement to a young church leader offering assurance of God’s promise and 

faithfulness. 

We have a song about the glory and majesty of God and God’s work. 

And we have a photograph, on the front of the bulletin, of people running in fear.  Karen 

picked out the photo; she told me it shows Christians fleeing from attack somewhere in 

the Middle East. 

Is there any common thought here, or, if not a common thought, than perhaps a common 

theme?   

Perhaps, perhaps there is. 

I think I’m going to go with the wonder of God. 

So we have Naaman, who did not get healed in the way he expected, but came back to 

Elisha to say “Now I know that there is no God in all the earth except in Israel.” 

And we hear Paul, locked in a prison cell, saying “God is not chained; therefore I endure 

everything for the sake of the elect, so that they may also obtain the salvation that is in 

Christ Jesus, with eternal glory.  This saying is sure: If we have died with him, we will also 

live with him; if we endure, we will also reign with him. 

In the Gospel lesson, ten lepers are healed, but one returns, praising God, to thank Jesus – 

and is made whole. 

And in the psalm, “Great are the deeds of the Lord! … His work is full of majesty and 

splendor, and his righteousness endures forever.” 
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One after another, praise to God.  One after another, a voice raised in thanksgiving, a 

voice that speaks of wonder and awe and majesty and splendor and power and grace 

beyond measure. 

We forget, we humans, we forget all too easily, that God is marvelous, that grace is freely 

offered, that life, even a hard life filled with suffering, carries within it the kernel of 

eternity that is God’s faithfulness, never ending, ever sure, holy and awesome. 

A friend said to me not long ago – “I always look for the positive, when assailed by the 

negative.  It just seems so crucial to look for the grace even when things are so very hard 

that without God I don’t know how I’d make it.”   

Well, I am paraphrasing.  That may not be exactly what they said, word for word, but it 

was what I heard. 

And you know, you may not be hearing what I’m saying exactly, either – the instructors 

warned us about that in seminary: there’s the sermon you write, the sermon you speak, and 

the sermon they hear; and they might not be the same sermon.  And yet they are. 

Which just tells me that everything we say and do has impacts way beyond what we might 

imagine.  You never know when some small act of kindness is something that turns another 

person’s life around. 

Just as the healing that Jesus gave to the ten lepers – nine were healed, and one was made 

whole.  He was made whole because he gave thanks.  Not as a reward for giving thanks, but 

as a result of giving thanks. 

That’s a subtle difference.   

Research shows that babies that are held and cuddled are healthier than babies who are 

not.  Right into adulthood, and even into old age.  Giving thanks, being thankful, knowing 

that we are the beneficiaries of someone else’s care and love, make such a difference in 

our lives.  It is transforming. 

Knowing that we are beloved of God transforms us, too.  We may have struggles and strife 

and illness and pain, but knowing God’s love still makes our life worth while.  Paul in prison, 

in chains, in captivity, gives thanks to God for all that God has done not just for him, but 

for all the people whom Paul has had the honor of sharing the good news with. He even 

gives thanks that in his suffering he can still be a mentor to Timothy.  

We are given such grace, to be able to love one another. 
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We are given such grace, to be able to care for one another. 

We are given such grace, to be able to help one another. 

We are given such grace, that we should give thanks in all things, for all things, because 

the grace of God is enough and more than enough to transform the whole world. 

And let’s face it folks, we know we need it, right? 

The women in the photo on the front of the bulletin have been forced from their homes. 

They are carrying all they can, which is little enough, and they are seeking safe haven.  

Will they find it?   

I don’t know.  Our world is sometimes a harsh place.  Whether these women find safe 

haven in this life or not depends on whether other people create a space for them.  And we 

all know that sometimes that doesn’t happen. 

But in the realm of God, it always happens.  Aren’t we called to be the realm of God? 

Let’s not get so caught up in the problems of our own lives and our own needs that we 

forget the wonder and majesty of God.  Give thanks, my friends, give thanks, not for what 

we have received, but for what we have been given to share. 

In the name of God… 


