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SOLDIERS OF THE CROSS 

2 Timothy 2.1-10 
2 TIM 2.1 

You then, my son, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus. 
2 
And the things you have heard me say in the 

presence of many witnesses entrust to reliable people who will also be qualified to teach others. 
3 
Join with me in 

suffering, like a good soldier of Christ Jesus. 
4 
No one serving as a soldier gets entangled in civilian affairs, but rather tries 

to please his commanding officer. 
5 
Similarly, anyone who competes as an athlete does not receive the victor’s 

crown except by competing according to the rules. 
6 
The hardworking farmer should be the first to receive a share of the 

crops. 
7 
Reflect on what I am saying, for the Lord will give you insight into all this. 

8 
Remember Jesus Christ, raised from 

the dead, descended from David. This is my gospel, 
9 
for which I am suffering even to the point of being chained like a 

criminal. But God’s word is not chained. 
10 

Therefore I endure everything for the sake of the elect, that they too may 

obtain the salvation that is in Christ Jesus, with eternal glory. 
 

Intro  

Illus- Mid-Term Elections 
 

Now that the mid-term elections are over, you might be especially happy, now that your favorite candidates 

either won or were re-elected. Reading the headlines you would see that both sides are claiming victory 

 Democrats tweeting, “We did it, we did it!” 

 Republicans tweeting, “Tremendous success tonight. Thank you to all” 
 

Typical politics. Spin doctors- and your hard earned tax dollars- hard at work. Both sides think they won  

 In any case, I hope you got what you wanted 
 

Illus- Cancel Votes 
 

Talking to a friend of mine last night, she said her side won 
 

Ques- So I said, “What about my side?” 

 And she said, “Well I just go to cancel out your vote” 
 

Ques- What are friends for? 
 

Yet that comment is indicative- and instructive- in how many people view politics. Worse, it can grow to an 

irrational, emotional, and destructive level 

 Just consider tampering with the election process 

 Voter fraud 

 Ballot security 

 Some states are calling for recounts 
 

Illus- Voter ID 
 

Ques- Maybe you saw the referendums on your ballot? 

 Several were listed this year 

 One in particular was the following… 
 

Raleigh, N.C. — North Carolina voters have decided to require that people show a photo ID at the polls before 

they can cast a ballot in future elections. 
 

And this was just one- of several- contentious issues in this mid-term 
 

Yet that’s the nature of politics 

 Who would disagree that politics is messy, dishonest, and divisive 

 We just can’t seem to come together 
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Illus- Congressman Visit 
 

A few years back you might recall an invitation extended to our Congressman for Baptist Men’s Day 
 

I have extended invitations like this before, but what struck me about this one was a confrontation that occurred 

in the parking lot 
 

As I was making my way to welcome our Congressman to church, I was interrupted by several visitors from 

other churches 

 I was trying to shake hands at that moment 

 But it never happened 
 

Instead, the Congressman and I were interrupted by some church folks from other area churches 

 They wanted to air their demands 

 They wanted attention- and favors 

 And not once was it ever mentioned that they were glad to see him or me- at church on an early Sunday 

morning 
 

In fact, all of them left the church, but one 
 

When I planned the Baptist Men’s Day service, I did not expect this sort of thing to happen 

 But I should have  

 The good news was our Congressman was very graceful and kind 
 

Ques- But isn’t that politics? 

 To please one, is to risk displeasing another 

 There is no unity- only compromise 
 

Ques- And what about the church service? 

 Why not stay to hear what the Congressman had to say? 

 Could it be that their calling in Christ was set aside- as Paul says in verse 4- to “…entangle themselves 

in civilian affairs…”? 
 

1. As Soldiers Of The Cross, Our Concern Is Not What Politicians Are Doing- Our Concern Is What God Is 

Doing 
 

Illus- 10 Commandments 
 

On Wednesdays we’ve been studying the 10 Commandments 

 The Bible Study is going great, and there is always lots of discussion around the table 

 And on the first day I asked a simple question to get us started 

 Tell me your answer… 
 

Ques- Do you think we are expected to follow the 10 Commandments today? 

 Of course, everybody said Yes 
 

But then consider the following… 
 

Consider the #1 Commandment 

 Ques- No other gods- we might not be making golden calves, yet do we not have idols engraved on our 

hearts of other kinds? 
 

Consider the #3 Commandment 
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 Ques- Keeping the Sabbath- is it a day of rest & play for us, or is it a holy day for us?  

 Ques- And if you say rest & play, where do you draw the line? 

 Ques- When does rest & play give way to God’s words to “…Honor the Sabbath and keep it holy…”? 
 

Consider the #5 Commandment 

 Ques- No killing- yet more than 1 million abortions alone are performed each year? 
 

Consider the #6 Commandment 

 Ques- Adultery- Jesus says, MT 5.27 
“You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall not commit adultery.’

28 
But I tell 

you that anyone who looks at a woman lustfully has already committed adultery… 
 

Consider the #7 Commandment 

 Ques- Stealing- Did you ever cheat on your taxes? 
 

As soldiers of the cross, we are to rally to God’s causes 

 We are to obey God’s commands 

 We are to do what God says to do 

 We are to serve a living Lord 

 We are to abide in the eternal truth  
 

2. Our Calling Never Has Been To Do What’s Popular- Our Calling Has Always Been To Do What’s Right 
 

The “sacrificial servant” that Paul refers to is a rare breed 

 It means to give up a part of ourselves for the benefit of another 

 It reflects our love 

 And our priorities  
 

As Jesus says, 
JN 15.13 

Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends. 
14 

Ye are my friends, if ye do 

whatsoever I command you. 
 

To do what’s popular might be “politically correct”- but that in no way makes it “theologically correct” 

 Politics and politicians are full of themselves- Christ speaks of emptying himself 

 Politics and politicians are concerned about money, property, and prestige- Christ is concerned about 

redemption, reconciliation, and renewal 

 Politics and politicians compromise so they can get your vote- Christ is uncompromising so that he can 

save your soul 
 

Ques- So where is the common ground? 

 There is common ground, but you might not like my answer 

 It is sacrifice 

 Sacrifice is what everybody rallies to 
 

Ques- Consider our Veterans- today being Veteran’s Day- who isn’t proud of our Veteran’s? 

 Whether they are soldiers or sailors- doesn’t matter- they do what they are called upon to do 

 They walk the talk 
 

Illus- Family Veterans 
 

You might have a veteran or two in your family 
 

Ques- Did you ever look back in a phot album and see the old black and white pictures of mom or dad in 

uniform? 
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 Maybe you had a cousin in the Korean War or WW2? 

 Maybe they didn’t make it back? 
 

Ques- Or maybe there are pictures of you in your service uniform? 

 We can be proud of those Veterans, for their sacrifice makes our freedom possible 

 It’s the sacrifice that unites 
 

Paul understood this well, for he alluded to it in what all good soldiers do 

 But lest we get confused, Paul was not telling Timothy to fight 

 He was telling Timothy to sacrifice 

 To be a good soldier for Jesus Christ 
 

I. SOLDIERS OF THE CROSS WON’T WIN EVERY BATTLE- BUT THEY WILL WIN THE WAR (vs. 1-7) 
2 TIM 2.1 

You then, my son, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus. 
2 
And the things you have heard me say in the 

presence of many witnesses entrust to reliable people who will also be qualified to teach others. 
3 
Join with me in 

suffering, like a good soldier of Christ Jesus. 
4 
No one serving as a soldier gets entangled in civilian affairs, but rather tries 

to please his commanding officer. 
5 
Similarly, anyone who competes as an athlete does not receive the victor’s 

crown except by competing according to the rules. 
6 
The hardworking farmer should be the first to receive a share of the 

crops. 
7 
Reflect on what I am saying, for the Lord will give you insight into all this.  

 

Illus- BBC WW2 
 

On Netflix there’s a great program similar to what the History Channel provides if you have cable TV 

 I’ve been watching this series on WW2 

 And right now I am up to the part where the Allies are planning the Normandy invasion 

 The Germans pounded the beaches 

 Many men were killed on D-Day 

 But in some areas the fighting wasn’t so fierce 
 

If you had been Eisenhower, you knew you were ordering the deaths of these men 

 Yet those men obeyed their orders 

 They obeyed their commanding officers 
 

It took time, but the Allies beat back the Germans- and we didn’t win all the battles 

 But persistency paid off 
 

Watching this series provides a stunning contrast to the contemporary church 

 It stunned me when I made the connection 

 What our soldiers and sailors tolerate- as a matter of routine- few us in the church rarely do 
 

1. As Paul Says, A Good Soldier Will Not Allow Suffering To Stop Them 
 

Illus- Prescription Pills 
 

One thing that happens to you as you get older is you have more ailments 

 Good soldiers need to have good health 

 If they don’t, they can’t fight 
 

Ques- I have had these conversations with some very nice- and well meaning- church people… Do you ever 

wake up in the morning wishing you could just stay in bed a little longer? 

 How many of you need a cup of coffee to get going in the morning? 

 Are you a grouch without your morning coffee? 

 Are you a grouch even if you do? 
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 And if it isn’t coffee- is it prescription pills? 
 

We spend so much time going to doctors 

 Taking our prescription pills 

 Complaining about aches and pains 

 But all we are doing is propping ourselves up  
 

2. A Good Soldier Obeys Orders For They Know Their Lives- And The Lives Of Their Friends, Relatives, 

And Neighbors- Are At Risk As Well 
 

As Paul says, 
3 
Join with me in suffering, like a good soldier of Christ Jesus. 

 

Illus- God Never Fails 
 

Persistence pays off- faithful obedience wins the day 

 Jesus never fails 

 He is victorious in everything 

 God always succeeds in everything he chooses to do 

 And if he called you- then obedience means you can’t fail in anything you do 
 

Jesus didn’t fail at the cross- he succeeded there 

 The apostles who were martyred didn’t fail 

 Their blood made more churches possible 

 Your sacrifices or setbacks are not failures- for God never fails 
 

Consider all the saints before you  

 Their sacrifice is why you are a saint today 

 They made it possible for you to have eternal life too 
 

II. A GOOD SOLDIER DOESN’T ABANDON HIS LORD- BUT STAYS ON THE FIRING LINE 

WITH CHRIST (vs. 8-9) 
8 
Remember Jesus Christ, raised from the dead, descended from David. This is my gospel, 

9 
for which I am suffering even 

to the point of being chained like a criminal. But God’s word is not chained.  
 

Some things can only be achieved by doing 

 No one achieves a crown without first carrying a cross 

 But we never go alone 
 

As Jesus says, 
MT 28.19 

“…go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 

Spirit, 
20 

and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always…” 
 

That is why being Christian takes courage- few do what’s right- but we do 

 We walk the talk 

 We obey Christ’s commands- not just the easy, but the tough ones too 

 We choose to sacrifice to lift up a brother- not trying to get others to do what we don’t want to do 

 We stand in the truth- not the politically correct 
 

Illus- John the Baptist 
 

Ques- Consider John the Baptist- do you think he was politically correct? 

 Do you think Jesus would allow him to baptize- if he was? 
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Remember what cost John his life, 
MK 6.18 

For John had been saying to Herod, “It is not lawful for you to have your brother’s wife.”  
 

Ques- Was John a success- or a failure? 

 Was he politically correct? 

 Was he willing to pay any price? 

 And what about us? 

 To follow Christ, are we uncompromising about our conveniences, or our calling? 
 

1. Christians Are To Get In On- Not To Get Out Of- What God Is Trying To Do 
 

Illus- Prison Epistles 
 

For Paul, that eventually meant prison 

 But even in prison Paul stayed on the firing line 

 That was where he wrote Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, and Philemon 
 

What stops people is desire, they have all the God they want, and they just don’t want any more 

 John the Baptist was willing to be uncompromising to save Herod’s life 

 Jesus was uncompromising to save your life 

 Any soldier of the cross knows this, believes this, and does this- for they know… 
 

As Jesus says, 
JN 14.6 

 “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. 
 

2. It Takes A Courageous Soldier To Stand Their Ground In The Heat Of Battle 
 

Ques- How does God rate in your own ambitions? 

 Does he rate very highly? 

 Or does he rate very low? 
 

Illus- Name Your Ambitions 
 

It’s really a question of motivation- we all are motivated for something 

 Veterans learn very quickly to be courageous under fire 

 It’s not something you want to do, surely 

 It is what you must do 
 

Sadly, Jesus doesn’t rate that highly for many 

 But we sure do value his sacrifice 

 We sure do value the sacrifice of our Veterans 

 In fact, it is their sacrifices that bind us together where nothing else will 
 

So name your ambitions- for ability is not what stops you 
 

A good soldier does not abandon his post 

 He won’t run away in the heat of battle 

 He is there to support his neighbors 

 He gives of himself to help when the moment comes 
 

III. A GOOD SOLDIER GIVES ALL HE’S GOT FOR THE LORD ( vs. 10) 
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10 

Therefore I endure everything for the sake of the elect, that they too may obtain the salvation that is in Christ Jesus, with 

eternal glory. 
 

Ques- If you ask yourself the question, Who is Jesus Christ to you? 

 You might remember these words in Matthew 16 

 This territory was covered by Jesus and the disciples too… 
 
MT 16.13 

When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do people say the Son of Man 

is?” 
14 

They replied, “Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and still others, Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” 
15 

“But what about you?” he asked. “Who do you say I am?”  
 

1. We Serve What We Love- If We Love God, Then God Is Who We Serve 
 

Remember what Jesus said, 
JN 3.16 

For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have 

eternal life. 
 

We take on the nature of what we serve, and as we serve we discover in time we love what we serve 
 

Illus- Marriage 
 

If you ever watch an old couple, married for years, you will notice that each completes the sentences of the 

other 
 

They can sit in each other’s presence and never even say a word 

 So many years serving each other 

 In love- out of love- back in love again 

 They serve each other- year after year 
 

Ques- And isn’t that those vows mean? 
 

"I, ___, take thee, ___, to be my wedded husband, to have and to hold, from this day forward, for better, for 

worse, for richer, for poorer, in sickness and in health, to love and to cherish, till death do us part, according to 

God's holy ordinance; and thereto I pledge myself to you." 
 

Good soldiers are like that too 

 They are courageous 

 They understand risk 

 They remain on the firing line 

 And give all they got for that which they love 
 

Conclusion 

On this Veteran’s Day, let’s say “Thank you” to those who served so sacrificially, to earn the freedoms we all 

share 

 Their courage made it possible for us to be here today 

 And let’s also remember those veterans of another kind 

 The good Christian soldier- for without them we would not be saved today 
 

As Paul wrote,  
10 

Therefore I endure everything for the sake of the elect, that they too may obtain the salvation that is in Christ Jesus, with 

eternal glory. 
 

Thank God for good Christian soldiers! 
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End of Sermon Prayer 
 

November 11, 2018 
Fort Barnwell Baptist Church 

Fort Barnwell, NC  28586 

 
Reese Blanchett 2018 

Sermon outlines may be used for preaching and teaching purposes 

But may not be published or sold. 
 

Disclaimer: I wish to express my gratitude to all the saints before me who are traveling the Narrow Way. Their love and generosity is reflected in my own humble 

efforts to prepare sermons for the body of Christ. Grace and Peace. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


