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I CAN SEE CLEARLY NOW 

2 Corinthians 3.12-4.2 

(God Has A Plan For You Series) 
2 COR 3.12 

Therefore, since we have such a hope, we are very bold. 
13 

We are not like Moses, who would put a veil over his 

face to prevent the Israelites from seeing the end of what was passing away. 
14 

But their minds were made dull, for to this 

day the same veil remains when the old covenant is read. It has not been removed, because only in Christ is it taken 

away. 
15 

Even to this day when Moses is read, a veil covers their hearts. 
16 

But whenever anyone turns to the Lord, the veil 

is taken away. 
17 

Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom. 
18 

And we all, who with 

unveiled faces contemplate
 
the Lord’s glory, are being transformed into his image with ever-increasing glory, which 

comes from the Lord, who is the Spirit. 
2 COR 4.1

 Therefore, since through God’s mercy we have this ministry, we do not 

lose heart. 
2 
Rather, we have renounced secret and shameful ways; we do not use deception, nor do we distort the word of 

God. On the contrary, by setting forth the truth plainly we commend ourselves to everyone’s conscience in the sight of 

God. 
 

Intro  

A day is coming when we will see clearly 

 It hasn’t come in its fullness yet, but it is promised 

 Like the song, “I Can See Clearly Now, The Rain Is Gone” 
 

It is coming true… 

 All limits 

 All obstructions 

 All imperfections 

 Will be removed from one’s eyes 
 
1 COR 2.9 

However, as it is written: “What no eye has seen, what no ear has heard, and what no human mind has 

conceived”— the things God has prepared for those who love him 
 

Ques- It is also a common question to ask, What do you think heaven will be like? 

 A better question to ask is this… Will you be there? 
 

Illus- Mountain Tops 
 

Many of you have probably been in NC’s beautiful Blue Ridge Mountains 

 There is a lot to be proud of in NC 

 There are mountains- and oceans 

 Many states don’t have them 
 

Remember your first trip through NC 

 Blue Ridge Mountains 

 Up and down  

 Breathtaking 
 

Ques- But you know what was really breathtaking? 

 Was looking down 

 It was a long way down 
 

Looking down through the mountains was great 

 The air seems cleaner 

 The sights you see go for miles and miles 

 People and cars at the bottom looked like little ants moving around 
 

You could see things up there you can’t see below 
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Ques- Just by putting yourself in a different place- can’t you see more clearly? 

 Being at the bottom gives you one view 

 And being at the top gives you another- far ranging- view 
 

It makes you realize something about sight 

 That whatever you think you see- it doesn’t mean you are seeing clearly 

 There is so much more to life than one’s personal view 
 

1. Life In Christ Is Like That- He Sees Far More Than You Do 
 

When God looks down on you- it is like looking down from the top of the Blue Ridge Mountains 

 He sees things you don’t see 

 He knows things you don’t know 

 He is where the beauty is- and he wants you to experience it 
 

He says, “Come on up, it’s beautiful up here” 
 

Illus- Ant Killer 
 

During the warmer months you might notice how the lawns are covered with ants 

 Both red ants and black ants 

 It doesn’t take long to overwhelm the lawn 
 

Ques- If you’ve ever stepped in red ants- did it get your attention? 

 Their vision is small, narrow 

 But very busy 
 

From their point of view, life is far different than our own 

 Trying to describe what you see- from what they see 

 They would not understand you 
 

2. Once You Have A Taste Of What God Sees- You Are Never Limited By Your Own View Ever Again 
 

Illus- Jesus’ Transfiguration 
 

You might recall the transfiguration of Jesus, 
MT 17. 2 

There he was transfigured before them. His face shone like the sun, and his clothes became as white as the light. 
 

Jesus came down to lift you up- to give you “that chance” to see what he sees 

 To be glorified 

 And it’s available, not automatic 

 And for his disciples it is coming 
 

As Paul says, 
2 COR 3.18 

And we all, who with unveiled faces contemplate
 
the Lord’s glory, are being transformed into his image with 

ever-increasing glory, which comes from the Lord, who is the Spirit 

 

3. God Goal Is To Give You Glory- For What He Sees Is What You Are Created To Be- In Ever Increasing 

Glory 
 

Illus- Joe the Chef 
 

I have this friend who is a chef 
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 He invites clergy to his house to eat 

 Joe is an Episcopal Priest 

 But he is also a master chef 
 

And at his house- standing in the kitchen- his kitchen looks nothing normal 

 He had vegetables in bowls all over 

 And cooking utensils hanging from the ceiling 

 And he had a refrigerator that was industrial sized 

 His kitchen as like a chemistry lab 
 

This man could cook a meal that was absolutely outstanding 

 The man was obviously a genius 

 He saw things in food that you would never see 
 

Ques- Don’t you suppose that Jesus sees things you don’t ordinarily see? 

 And don’t you suppose he wants to give you his ever increasing glory too? 
 

It is yours for the asking, but it does require something from you… 

I. TO SEE CLEARLY- YOU MUST KEEP YOUR EYES ON JESUS (vs. 12-15) 
2 COR 3.12 

Therefore, since we have such a hope, we are very bold. 
13 

We are not like Moses, who would put a veil over his 

face to prevent the Israelites from seeing the end of what was passing away. 
14 

But their minds were made dull, for to this 

day the same veil remains when the old covenant is read. It has not been removed, because only in Christ is it taken 

away. 
15 

Even to this day when Moses is read, a veil covers their hearts.  
 

Illus- Cracker Jacks 
 

Back iin the day there used to be a snack called Cracker Jacks 

 You might remember that box 

 That’s the traditional way of selling them 

 That’s how you bought them 
 

But today, they come in bags 
 

It’s the same old Cracker Jacks 

 It even has a toy on the inside- but the packaging is different 

 They come in bags 

 So they won’t remember it- or see it- like we used to 
 

Now, seeing clearly is like that too 

 Jesus gives you that choice 

 But it is still up to you 
 

If you are bold- if you have hope in Jesus- you will make him seen in the things you do. You can make him 

known, so that…. 

 The only thing in your mind 

 The only thing that comes from your mouth 

 The only thing that you do 

 Is to make him visible to you- and others too 
 

1. To See That Clearly Is A Rare Quality- For It Takes Action- To Be The Change You Wish To See 
 

There are alternatives, but they are not very appealing 
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 And that’s what many people do 

 They have narrow vison 

 They have short sighted vision 
 

As Paul says, 
EPH 4.17 

This I say, therefore, and testify in the Lord, that you should no longer walk as the rest of the Gentiles walk, in the 

futility of their mind, 
18 

having their understanding darkened, being alienated from the life of God, because the ignorance 

that is in them, because of the blindness of their heart…” 
 

Illus- Ant Hills 
 

It’s like those ant hills in the lawn 

 Some super ant down there who thinks he is Donald Trump 

 He wants to build hotels 

 And so gets all his fellow ants to help him, and so they build this huge hotel 
 

Ques- And what is it the ants do? 

 The vision to build drives them 
 

Jesus is like that too 

 And his vision is what he wants for you 

 To build the kingdom 
 

Ques- If you don’t, then what are you doing here? 
 

Dullness is a disease of the mind- and it can seep into the spirit  

 You should take the risk of…. Being The Change You Wish To See 

 Jesus has given you the Spirit for this reason 
 

As he says, 
JN 14.26 

But the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you all things, to bring to your remembrance 

all that I have said to you. 
 

Ques- Ask yourself, Are your eyes on Jesus? 

 All the time? 

 Part of the time? 

 Or none of the time? 
 

Dullness is “an” option, but not a good one 

 For when you see clearly, you discover Jesus is the only way to glory 
 

II. TO SEE CLEARLY- YOU STAY IN STEP WITH THE SPIRIT (vs. 17-18) 
2 COR 3.17 

Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom. 
18 

And we all, who with unveiled 

faces contemplate
 
the Lord’s glory, are being transformed into his image with ever-increasing glory, which comes from 

the Lord, who is the Spirit.  
 

Illus- Old Baptist Traditions 
 

Back in the day you might recall how Baptists… 

 Did not dance 

 Did not go to movies 

 Severely restricted music on the radio 

 Didn’t play cards (not even Fish, or Old Maid) 
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Today, Baptists do every one of those things- and much more 
 

Ques- But when you talk about staying is step- is that what is meant? 
 

1. Paul Says, Where The Spirit Of The Lord Is, There Is Freedom 
 

Ques- How can you have the Spirit of the Lord unless you are following him? 

 If he is headed west- are you headed north? 

 If he is advancing the kingdom- and you are not- what does that say about you?  
 

The downside is- as Paul says- you lose your freedom 

 You lose your peace 

 You lose your vitality 

 As Paul says, you become dull 

 You become overwhelmed by life problems 

 You lose your joy 

 And you start looking around to see if God is alive somewhere else, in somebody else, in something else 
 

2. No Matter Who The Person Is, Or What They Have Done- Any Person Who Stays In Step With Jesus Will 

Find Their Freedom 
 

Illus- Freedom 
 

Consider those who found their freedom in Jesus… 

 Blind Bartimeus 

 The Gadarene Demoniac 

 The 10 Lepers 

 Lazarus Rising From The Dead 

 The Crippled 

 The Hungry 

 The thief on the cross 
 

Ques- And what about you? 

 Are you on the list too? 
 

Jesus says, 
JN 8.36 

So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed. 
 

III. TO SEE CLEARLY- YOU MUST GET IN ON WHAT GOD IS ALREADY DOING (vs. 4.1-2) 
2 COR 4.1

 Therefore, since through God’s mercy we have this ministry, we do not lose heart. 
2 
Rather, we have renounced 

secret and shameful ways; we do not use deception, nor do we distort the word of God. On the contrary, by setting forth 

the truth plainly we commend ourselves to everyone’s conscience in the sight of God. 
 

Ques- So whose vision are you following? 

 It takes great boldness to step out in faith 

 And it takes even greater boldness to stay in step with him too 

 But that’s the vision to follow 
 

1. God Blesses The Bold- And To Get In On The Glory- Get In On What He Is Already Doing Around You 
 

As Paul says, 
2 COR 4.1

 Since through God’s mercy we have this ministry, we do not lose heart.  
 



6 
11-08-20 
Sunday  

That Means There Is No Room For Arguing Or Complaining 

 No Room For Complacency 

 No Room For Lying 

 No Room For Laziness 

 These Things Cloud Your Vision 
 

Illus- Weather Man 
 

There is only one job that gets paid for being wrong, and that’s the weather man 

 You want to get it right from the start 

 If you hope to see clearly 

 And have that Christian vision 
 

If all you hope for is to get through the day 

 You are not seeing clearly already 
 

Ques- Could now be the time for you to do something about it? 
 

Conclusion 

 Only God’s mercy can save you 

 And only God’s mercy can change you- from glory to glory 

 Until then, it is impossible to see clearly 
 

But there is hope… 
2 COR 3.16 

But whenever anyone turns to the Lord, the veil is taken away. 
 

And when you see clearly, then you will see God’s glory. And the goodness of God is this: That what he has, he 

wants to give you too 

 He wants to give you glory 

 It is given to those bold enough to reach out for it too 
 

End of Sermon Prayer 
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