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THE GREAT EXCHANGE 

Luke 10.25-37 
LK 10.25 

On one occasion an expert in the law stood up to test Jesus. “Teacher,” he asked, “what must I do to inherit eternal 

life?” 
26 

“What is written in the Law?” he replied. “How do you read it?” 
27 

He answered, “‘Love the Lord your God with 

all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength and with all your mind’; and, ‘Love your neighbor as 

yourself.’” 
28 

“You have answered correctly,” Jesus replied. “Do this and you will live.” 
29 

But he wanted to justify 

himself, so he asked Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?” 
30 

In reply Jesus said: “A man was going down from Jerusalem to 

Jericho, when he was attacked by robbers. They stripped him of his clothes, beat him and went away, leaving him half 

dead. 
31 

A priest happened to be going down the same road, and when he saw the man, he passed by on the other 

side. 
32 

So too, a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on the other side. 
33 

But a Samaritan, as he 

traveled, came where the man was; and when he saw him, he took pity on him. 
34 

He went to him and bandaged his 

wounds, pouring on oil and wine. Then he put the man on his own donkey, brought him to an inn and took care of 

him. 
35 

The next day he took out two denarii
 
and gave them to the innkeeper. ‘Look after him,’ he said, ‘and when I return, 

I will reimburse you for any extra expense you may have.’ 
36 

“Which of these three do you think was a neighbor to the 

man who fell into the hands of robbers?” 
37 

The expert in the law replied, “The one who had mercy on him.” Jesus told 

him, “Go and do likewise.” 
   

Intro 

I think all of us know the principle, “…you only get out of life what you put into it…” 

 If we are ambitious- we enjoy the fruits of our ambition 

 If we are lazy- we reap what we sow in that regard too 

 None are immune to the principle in what it can (and will) do 
 

But there is another side to that coin- in that while the principle is true- there are exceptions to it too 

 And that is a good thing 

 For if we got what we deserve all of the time- we would all be in trouble 
 

These divine intersections happen daily 

 They happen at the Wal-Mart 

 They happen at church 

 They happen at the bank or the gas station 

 They happen at home 
 

And Jesus says to be conscious about what you are doing 

 And exchange the lesser for the better 
 

This opportunity- this Great Exchange- shows up in the divine intersections and divine appointments that occur 

every day of our life… 

 Now, you might want to call these opportunities “God’s will” 

 Or you may want to call them “chance” 

 Or you may call them a person’s “destiny” 
 

But we who are Christians ought to see like Jesus- with godly vision- as he says, 
JN 5.19 

The Son can do nothing by himself; he can do only what he sees his Father doing, because whatever the Father does 

the Son also does. 
20 

For the Father loves the Son and shows him all he does. 
 

1. That Is Why We Should Be On The Lookout For The Divine Intersections And Appointments To Get In 

On What God Is Already Doing 
 

This is an opportunity we ought not miss- for God is always moving in the moment 

 We must see them 

 For we are God’s missionary in every one of them 
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Now, you might be thinking, “I am not a missionary” 

 But you ought to reconsider: If you are saved by grace, God has a job he wants you to do 

 We live by faith- not by sight- but once you have the faith, the sight comes too… 
 

Illus- 3D Movies 
 

You might remember back in the day the popularity of 3D movies 

 Alfred Hitchcock’s “Dial M For Murder” 

 And we still have 3D today 
 

But now we also have virtual reality 

 3d can give you the illusion of depth perception 

 But virtual reality gives you the ability to interact in an artificial world 
 

Ques- Maybe some of you saw the movie The Matrix? 
 

Illus- The Matrix 
 

It was a movie starring Keanu Reeves, who plays a computer hacker named Neo 

 Neo is all caught up in a world of virtual reality 

 And he knows out there somewhere there is a spiritual leader who can reveal to him the truth about 

reality 

 His name is Morpheus, and through a series of events he finally meets Morpheus 
 

And Morpheus tells him that what he sees isn’t real 

 But with his help- he can 

 And so Neo is given the choice- between a red pill and a blue pill 
 

A Blue Pill- allowing to remain in illusion, the world in which he currently lives 

 Or a Red Pill- which allows him to escape the Matrix and enter into the real world 
 

It’s a classic science fiction movie 

 Neo comes back as a savior 

 To save the world from virtual reality 
 

This is what the Great Exchange is like, and what Jesus did, in fact, come to do… 

 And as Jesus says, “…the Son can only do what he sees His Father doing…” 
 

2. Our Calling Is To Be And Do What God Saved Us To Do  
 

Illus- Sully 
 

You might remember the crash of Flight #1549 (NYC, bird strike) 

 Chester Sullenberger- the pilot of the plane- was captain that saved 155 lives 

 His plane was departing NYC when it was struck by a flock of geese 
 

He had 30 years flying at the time of this incident 

 Air Force 

 Gliders and Fighters 

 NASA and NTSB 
 

but the coincidences keep adding up 

 At 16 he learned to fly near his home 
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 In 1969 he went to the Air Force Academy- where he flew gliders, and was an instructor pilot 

 In the Air Force- he flew F4 Phantoms 

 But also had the collateral duty on an aircraft accident investigation board 

 In 1980 he joined US Airways  

 And in 2007 started a company focused on aircraft safety  

 He was also an investigator for the NTSB and worked for NASA 
 

Ques- Quite a lot of coincidences isn’t it? 
 

We can give God credit for it, but let’s not forget Sully 

 He was there  

 He was available 

 He used the opportunity to use his skills and saved 155 people 
 

It’s not a mystery, for God’s gifts are always in plain sight 

 But it does take a transformed mind to see them 
 

The expert in the Law tried to justify himself 

 So Jesus told a story to explain to him what he was really like 

 And what he was missing in his life 
 

I. IT IS GOD’S GOAL THAT ALL MEN EXCHANGE WORLDLY LIFE FOR SPIRITUAL LIFE (vs. 30-33) 
30 

“A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, when he was attacked by robbers. They stripped him of his clothes, 

beat him and went away, leaving him half dead. 
31 

A priest happened to be going down the same road, and when he saw 

the man, he passed by on the other side. 
32 

So too, a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on the 

other side. 
33 

But a Samaritan, as he traveled, came where the man was; and when he saw him, he took pity on him.  

 

This is a great story, for all of us have had bumps and bruises in life 

 And when the time is right God is there 

 And when he comes we don’t care if it is a priest or a Levite 
 

1. Divine Intersections Are The Opportunities God Gives Us To Manifest The Kingdom- So That Others 

Might Also Know What Spiritual Life Looks Like 
 

As Jesus said, 
LK 17.20 

 “The coming of the kingdom of God is not something that can be observed, 
21 

nor will people say, ‘Here it is,’ or 

‘There it is,’ because the kingdom of God is in your midst.” 
 

Illus- Enforced Respect 
 

If you were like most kids, you knew your parents had rules for you 

 Cut the grass 

 Wash the dogs 

 Take out the trash 

 And in exchange I might get an allowance 
 

Those were some rules  

 You might recall that familiar passage, “As long as you live under my roof, you’ll live by my rules.”  
 

God has rules too 

 You don’t have to follow them 

 But you don’t have to be saved by grace either 
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 That’s a poor exchange  
 

As Jesus said, 
MT 7.21 

Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only the one who does the will of 

my Father who is in heaven.  
 

Forsaking this opportunity is to risk losing God’s protection on your life 

 Not only in this life 

 But in the next life as well 
 

2. For God Is No Respecter Of Persons- He Is A firm Believer In Equal Opportunity 
 

As Peter says in Acts 10.34, 
ACTS 10.34 

Then Peter opened his mouth, and said, Of a truth I perceive that God is no respecter of persons: 
35 

But in every 

nation he that feareth him, and worketh righteousness, is accepted with him. 
 

God is like that- and Jesus points this out in the parable 

 When the man was hurt- it was the Samaritan who helped him 

 He was the one who Jesus used as an example to follow- not the Levite or the Priest 

 And he was the one Jesus says we are to be like too 
 

II. SO WE EXCHANGE WHAT WE WANT TO DO FOR WHAT CHRIST SAYS TO DO- AND IN 

THE PROCESS REVEAL WHAT SPIRITUAL LIFE IS LIKE (vs. 34-35) 
34 

He went to him and bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil and wine. Then he put the man on his own donkey, brought 

him to an inn and took care of him. 
35 

The next day he took out two denarii
 
and gave them to the innkeeper. ‘Look after 

him,’ he said, ‘and when I return, I will reimburse you for any extra expense you may have.’  
 

When we look at the life of the Samaritan, what strikes me as significant is that what it cost him- in time, 

money, and effort 

 Jesus points out that the vertical dimension of our relationship to God proves itself in the horizontal 

dimension also 

 And that horizontal dimension is how we love and serve our neighbor 
 

As Paul says in Galatians 6, 
GAL 6.1 

Brethren, if a man be overtaken in a fault, ye which are spiritual, restore such an one in the spirit of meekness; 

considering thyself, lest thou also be tempted. 
2 
Bear ye one another's burdens, and so fulfil the law of Christ. 

3 
For if a 

man think himself to be something, when he is nothing, he deceiveth himself. 

 

We cannot let the cost of caring overrule the command we have been given to overrule our obligation, to fulfil 

the law of Christ 

 No matter how problematic it might seem at the moment 
 

Illus- Perfect Mate 
 

At a local coffee bar, a young woman was explaining why she was having trouble finding men to date 

 She wanted to get married but none satisfied her 

 And so she was complaining that none of the men seemed worth the effort 
 

But after talking to her friends, it immediately became apparent why she was having so much trouble getting 

any dates 
 

"The man I want to date- and marry- must be a shining light amongst company.   

 He must be tall, dark, and handsome 
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 But he also must be musical 

 He must tell jokes that make me laugh   

 He must be able to sing 

 He must be able to entertain 

 And most important of all, he must stay home at night!"  
 

An older lady overheard her and her friends. She spoke up and said, "Girl, if that's all you want, get a dog and a  

television set!"  
 

1. This Great Exchange Means Doing What Christ Says To Do- Not As Wandering Generalities, But As 

Meaningful Specifics- For Jesus 
 

Following Jesus is something you do 

 Complacency kills 

 Because it demands nothing  

 Does nothing 

 Accomplishes nothing 

 And never satisfies 
 

2. So We Exchange The Old Life For The New That Only God Can Provide 
 

Illus- Legos, Lincoln Logs, Model Airplanes 
 

When I was a kid they used to have these Legos and Lincoln Logs 

 I was always amazed with the things you could do with them 

 Only your imagination stops you 
 

They had pictures on the inside of what others have built- very impressive 

 But i never could build them 
 

In the same way, in every Great Exchange- it is God who is doing the building 

 Through us and our opportunities 

 Making the kingdom a reality  
 

III. SO WE EXCHANGE THE OLD LIFE FOR THE NEW- AND AS WE DO WE RECEIVE A 

BLESSING- NOT ONLY FOR THE NEXT LIFE, BUT FOR THIS LIFE TOO (vs. 36-37) 
36 

“Which of these three do you think was a neighbor to the man who fell into the hands of robbers?” 
37 

The expert in the 

law replied, “The one who had mercy on him.” Jesus told him, “Go and do likewise.” 
 

Illus- Who Is The Good Samaritan 
 

In your life you may have had a lot of “Samaritans” stop by in your life 

 You don’t know them by name 

 But they were in the right place, at the right time, sent by God- to help you 
 

And while you are so glad they do 

 You would like to thank them, but can’t 
 

Maybe they were someone of color 

Maybe they were from out of town 

Maybe they were an angel sent by God 
 

Ques- Do you really care so long as they help you? 
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 Yet some will say… 
 

 They are not one of us 

 Like the Samaritans 
 

That they don’t look right 

 Like the Samaritans 
 

That we would rather they go away 

 Like the Samaritans 
 

Or don’t worship right 

 Or whatever you want to choose 
 

Ques- We can only imagine what the suffering man might have said, Who is that man who helped me? Where is 

he? How can I ever repay him? 

 And if by chance- that the suffering person might be you one day- do you really care who it is who helps 

you? 

 What God is after is for the Good Samaritan to be you! 
 

Conclusion 

Ques- On the day the expert in the Law came to test Jesus, he actually asked two questions… 

 What must I do to inherit eternal life? 

 And who is my neighbor? 
 

But we know he already knew 

 And that’s the exchange he was unwilling to make 

 He was too preoccupied with his own life to see the needs glaring before him  

 And lost the chance of a lifetime 
 

And that’s all it takes, to lose the chance that might never come back 

 To make this Great Exchange 

 That the Good Samaritan might not be relegated to another 

 But that the Good Samaritan might be me and you! 
 

End of Sermon Prayer 
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