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HAVE YOU LOST THAT LOVING FEELING? 

Romans 5.8 

ROM 5.8 
But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 

 

Intro 

If you think about the most loved memory verses from scripture, you will realize there is a consistent theme that 

runs through them 

 I ask many times for disciples to recite for me their favorites 

 What is yours? 

 Let’s try it today- what will you say? 
 

Ques- Is there a consistent theme in the ones you’ve chosen? 

 As Paul tells us in today’s scripture 

 Consider this: God’s demonstration of love for us 
 

Illus- Pipe Bombs 
 

If you’ve been keeping up with current events you might be familiar with what’s going on in the news lately 

 A man was arrested by the FBI for sending pipe bombs to high profile Americans 

 George Soros, Barak Obama, Hillary Clinton, CNN 
 

In another case, you might have read the report of Jamal Khashoggi’s death 

 He entered the Saudi Arabian consulate in Turkey, but never came out 

 The rumor is he was killed in a fistfight, dismembered, and removed 
  
It is sad to think about- especially in the light of God’s desire for us- just how unloving we humans can be to 

each other 

 It never ceases to amaze me how one person can be so mean  

 Acts of aggression, coercion, or control- all in an attempt to get what we want 

 Yet it doesn’t make us more human- but rather less 
 

You might remember these words of John, referring to Jesus… 
JN 1.9 

That was the true Light, which lighteth every man that cometh into the world. 
10 

He was in the world, and the world 

was made by him, and the world knew him not. 
11 

He came unto his own, and his own received him not. 
12 

But as many as 

received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on his name: 
13 

Which were 

born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God. 
14 

And the Word was made flesh, and 

dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth. 
 

1. Jesus Came Into The World Not To Rule The World Through Force- But To Transform The World 

Through Love 
 

Illus- You’ve Lost That Loving Feeling 
 

My dad used to be into the Righteous Brothers 

 They sang some great songs 

 Great voices 
 

And they sang a song called, You’ve Lost That Loving Feeling 

 It was a hit 

 And no surprise, it’s theme was love 

 Many songs are, love lost, lost gained, romantic love 
 

But God’s idea is different. He starts there, but does not end there. He’s got a bigger, bolder, better idea 



2 
10-28-18 
Sunday  

 Love that never ends 
 

Ques- Isn’t that what we call the kingdom? 
 

God’s plan should not be lost on us- he demonstrated it again and again- and we are also called to get the 

message out 

 Not only those outside the church 

 But inside it too 

 For those who have lost that loving feeling 
 

2. And That Is Why We Must Look To The Cross- Where God’s Love Shines Forever 
 

Consider these words of Paul,  
1 COR 13.1 

If I speak in the tongues of men or of angels, but do not have love, I am only a resounding gong or a clanging 

cymbal. 
2 
If I have the gift of prophecy and can fathom all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have a faith that can move 

mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing. 
3 
If I give all I possess to the poor and give over my body to hardship that I 

may boast, but do not have love, I gain nothing. 
4 
Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not 

proud. 
5 
It does not dishonor others, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. 

6 
Love does 

not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. 
7 
It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres. 

8 
Love 

never fails. But where there are prophecies, they will cease; where there are tongues, they will be stilled; where there is 

knowledge, it will pass away. 
9 
For we know in part and we prophesy in part, 

10 
but when completeness comes, what is in 

part disappears. 
11 

When I was a child, I talked like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child. When I became a 

man, I put the ways of childhood behind me. 
12 

For now we see only a reflection as in a mirror; then we shall see face to 

face. Now I know in part; then I shall know fully, even as I am fully known. 
13 

And now these three remain: faith, hope 

and love. But the greatest of these is love.  
 

Paul’s words resonate with us, for love is what we long for, and hope for 

 I often use these same words in marriage ceremonies 

 Selfless love 

 The kind that lasts a lifetime 

 And when they are spoken, the hope is it will last a lifetime 
 

Ques- But what does that love “look” like? How is it expressed? And what does it do? and what cost will it 

consider? 

 It is easy to say these words, quite another to do 
 

Illus- Persecution of Jesus 
 

Consider Jesus, 

 Humiliated before the Sanhedrin 

 Spit on, punched, whipped with a cat-o-nine tails, crown of thorns crushed on his head 

 Blood pouring down his body 

 Forced to carry his own cross 

 Hands and feet nailed, stabbed in the side with a spear 

 

Consider the love of God- in the context of the Roman persecution, Jewish resentment, and an ignorant & feeble 

following- then ask yourself… 

 

Ques- How can God love a world that would do that to his son? 

 Is that love too? 
 

Note how Jesus explains it… 
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For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have 

eternal life. 
 

Loving God is the greatest commandment 

 And the one that must come first 

 You might recall Christ’s answer to the question in Mark 12.28… 
 
MK 12.28 

Of all the commandments, which is the most important? 
29 

“The most important one,” answered Jesus, “is this: 

‘Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. 
30 

Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul 

and with all your mind and with all your strength.’ 
31 

The second is this: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’
 
There is no 

commandment greater than these.” 
 

The first is love God, the second is love your neighbor- and when we do this, we will never lose that loving 

feeling 
 

I. WE MUST DEMONSTRATE GOD’S LOVE (vs. 8a) 
ROM 5.8 

But God demonstrates his own love… 
 

Ques- So what does God’s love look like? 
 

The world won’t admit it- but they need us for this reason. As Jesus says, 
JN 13.34 

“A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. 
35 

By this 

everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.” 
 

1. The Lost Learn About God’s Love By Watching What Disciples Say And Do 
 

Note that God demonstrates his love 

 He doesn’t just say it- but does it too 
 

Illus- God Loves You And So Do I 
 

When I was called to FBBC, I started our services by having us stand up and greet each other in the Lord 
 

Ques- You know what I was told? 

 That I shouldn’t do that as “…some don’t like it…” 

 Of course, I was not about to be outdone by some unloving people 
 

And that is why today we tell each other, God Loves You And So Do I 
 

God wants you to say it- and do it too 
 

A demonstration goes a long way, where words won’t do 
 

Illus- Weddings 
 

This is especially true in marriages 

 It all starts with the ceremony 

 Public declarations 
 

Ques- But once the ceremony is over- what’s next? 
 

I have conducted lots of weddings, and at the time of ceremony I never her anything other than love language 

 And I always provide counsel 

 Yet no matter what you say- it goes in one ear and out the other 
 

About 40% to 50% of married couples in the United States divorce, according to the American Psychological 



4 
10-28-18 
Sunday  

Association. The divorce rate among those who remarry is even higher. Feb 2, 2018 
 

Ques- Do you know the #1 reason for divorce? 

 Irreconcilable differences 

 Lack of communication, followed by infidelity 
 

According to Focus On The Family, of those who attend church regularly, 38% have been divorced. Protestants 

are 20% more likely to divorce, compared to secular Americans. 
 

Clearly, as statistics prove, losing that loving feeling occurs more than we care to admit- but there is something 

we can do about it 
 

2. God’s Love Is Best Demonstrated When We Keep Our Eyes On The Lord- Our Love For Him Must Come 

First 
 

As Jesus says, 
MT 16.24 

 “If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow me.  
 

No one willingly wants to live a crucified life- but that’s what Jesus calls us to 

 Even Jesus was aware of the high cost love incurs 
 

Consider his prayer in Gethsemane, 
LK 22.42 

“Father, if you are willing, take this cup from me; yet not my will, but yours be done.” 
43 

An angel from heaven 

appeared to him and strengthened him. 
44 

And being in anguish, he prayed more earnestly, and his sweat was like drops of 

blood falling to the ground. 
 

Ques- Whose will was Jesus praying for? 

 And who was in anguish? 

 And whose blood was spilled? 

 Is that what love looks like too? 
 

Illus- Love Like No One In This World As Ever Done Before 

 

Our love should be demonstrated as Christ’s love was demonstrated 

 It’s going the extra mile 

 And the giving of one’s coat and cloak 

 And the turning the other cheek 

 Of going the second mile 

 

God’s love can’t be demonstrated in front of the recliner and TV 

 It’s that extra hour playing catch with your son 

 It’s that showing up for the piano recital 

 It’s worship on Sundays as a family 
 

And to love like no one in the world has ever done before 

 For that’s what Jesus did 

 He loved like no one in this world as ever done before 
 

Talking about it won’t do- the world needs to see what a Christian looks like 

 We must demonstrate it 

 That’s our ministry 

 Like Jesus- redemptive suffering makes a difference 
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II. WE MUST HATE THE SIN- BUT LOVE THE SINNER (vs. 8b) 
ROM 5.8b 

“…while we were still sinners…” 
 

If you ever want to get grateful real quick, just take an accounting of all the sins you have committed 

You might recall Peter’s words to Jesus, 
LK 5.8

 Depart from me; for I am a sinful man, O Lord. 
 

1. We Hate Sin For We Know It Leads Us Away From The Lord 
 

ZECH 3.3 
 This is what the LORD Almighty says: ‘Return to me,’ declares the LORD Almighty, ‘and I will return to you.’ 

 

When it comes to sin, consider those things that pulls you in the opposite direction 

 We hate sin because God hates sin 

 Sin is like an anchor that undermines your faith 

 We must have an acute awareness of sin- and what God declares sin is- in order to have a healthy sense 

of righteousness  

 Otherwise, our love will be distorted too 
 

Illus- All Jews Must Die 
 

PITTSBURGH (Reuters) - A gunman yelling, “All Jews must die,” stormed a Pittsburgh synagogue during 

Saturday services, killing 11 worshippers and wounding six other people including four police officers, before 

he was arrested. 
 

U.S. attorney for western Pennsylvania Scott Brady told a news conference that charges could be filed later on 

Saturday against the suspected shooter, 46-year-old Robert Bowers from Pittsburgh. 
 

“The actions of Robert Bowers represent the worst of humanity. We are dedicating the entire resources of my 

office to this federal hate crime investigation and prosecution,” Brady said. “Please know that justice in this 

case will be swift and it will be severe.” 
 

2. Our Aim Is For Sin To Decrease- And Love To Increase 
 

The opposite of love is not hate 

 The opposite of love is apathy 

 It is a seductive quality easily induced- consider emotions and how easily they can be manipulated 

 But love is not just about feelings- love is to fear the Lord 
 

III. WE MUST BE WILLING TO DIE TO SELF (vs. 8c) 
ROM 5.8c

 “…Christ died for us…” 
 

If you are not willing to die to self, then you cannot demonstrate God’s love 

 You must be willing to rise with compassion 

 And go that extra mile 
 

Illus- Make American Great Again 
 

There is a lot of nationalistic fervor in politics today, and you see it around the world 

 Trump encapsulated this feeling into a political slogan, Make American Great Again 

 We all like to hear that, but America is already great- there is no “again” part to it 
 

But that’s just politics and political correctness 

 Whether you believe it depends on you  
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But there is one thing I would like to see us great again- and that is loving again 

 To love like no one has ever seen before 

 And that is one thing that anyone can do 
 

Losing that loving feeling need not be commonplace 

 Every day is a new beginning 

 You can start right now by reaching out to your neighbor- whoever is in front of you 
 

1. Dying To Self Is Not To Lose Yourself- Rather, It Means To Find Yourself In Christ- To Regain That 

Loving Feeling  Again 
 

As Jesus says, 
MT 16.25 

For whoever wants to save their life will lose it, but whoever loses their life for me will find it.  
 

Conclusion 

Ques- Do you want to get back your loving feeling? 

 Then know why it is missing 
 

Just come to God- sins and all- and let him live through you 

 God takes you as your are- not as you want to be- he makes you want he wants you to be 

 And the best of all you will regain what you long for 

 You will regain that loving feeling again 
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