
1 
10-13-19 
Sunday  

UNGODLY GRUDGES 

Matthew 18.21-35 

(The Parable of the Unmerciful Servant) 
MT 18.21 

Then Peter came to Jesus and asked, “Lord, how many times shall I forgive my brother when he sins against 

me? Up to seven times?” 
22 

Jesus answered, “I tell you, not seven times, but seventy-seven times.
23 

“Therefore, the 

kingdom of heaven is like a king who wanted to settle accounts with his servants. 
24 

As he began the settlement, a man 

who owed him ten thousand talents
[g]

 was brought to him. 
25 

Since he was not able to pay, the master ordered that he and 

his wife and his children and all that he had be sold to repay the debt.
26 

“The servant fell on his knees before him. ‘Be 

patient with me,’ he begged, ‘and I will pay back everything.’ 
27 

The servant’s master took pity on him, canceled the debt 

and let him go. 
28 

“But when that servant went out, he found one of his fellow servants who owed him a hundred 

denarii. He grabbed him and began to choke him. ‘Pay back what you owe me!’ he demanded.
29 

“His fellow servant fell to 

his knees and begged him, ‘Be patient with me, and I will pay you back.’
30 

“But he refused. Instead, he went off and had 

the man thrown into prison until he could pay the debt. 
31 

When the other servants saw what had happened, they were 

greatly distressed and went and told their master everything that had happened. 
32 

“Then the master called the servant in. 

‘You wicked servant,’ he said, ‘I canceled all that debt of yours because you begged me to. 
33 

Shouldn’t you have had 

mercy on your fellow servant just as I had on you?’ 
34 

In anger his master turned him over to the jailers to be tortured, until 

he should pay back all he owed.
35 

“This is how my heavenly Father will treat each of you unless you forgive your brother 

from your heart.” 
 

Intro 

All of us have inside us this sense of justice, or fair play. Like a barometer inside us that tells us we are too hot 

or too cold, we have degrees of acceptance and rejection 

 Degrees of doubt and acceptance 

 Degrees of tolerance and intolerance 
 

Particularly where forgiveness is concerned, this inner barometer tells us when we have reached our limit 

 Some like it hot- others like it cold 

 Some are very tolerant- others have no patience at all 
 

And while we all agree that forgiveness is a virtue- and that we ought to practice it (particularly where WE are 

concerned) 

 Not all do 

 At least not to our satisfaction 
 

At times like these- when they push our buttons 

 When they don’t do what we want them to do 

 When they break our rules 

 We get a grudge, and we’ve got to do something about it! 
 

1. Forgiveness Is Rarely Practiced By Many- Yet Its Highly Esteemed By God- A Person Who Cannot Or 

Will Not Forgive Is Simply Not In Good Standing With God, Who Forgave Us And Died To Save Us 
 

Illus- Female Pallbearers 
 

Ques- Did you heard about the elderly, single woman who pre-planned her funeral? 

 The director was intrigued by the fact she chose 6 female pallbearers.  

 So he asked her, “Are you sure you want all women to carry your casket to the grave?” 

 She said, "I’m positive! If those bozo men wouldn’t take me out when I was alive, I’m sure not going to 

let them take me out when I’m dead." 
 

All of us have this barometer inside us- and what my setpoint is might not be what the setpoint is in you 

 In fact, you can expect that 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+18&version=NIV1984#fen-NIV1984-23750g
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 But no matter what it is, when you reach your limit you will want to get back in balance 
 

And because this is true, that’s where forgiveness comes in 

 But it’s a rare thing to find it, even when the Lord says you ought to do it 

 People like their grudges, and they nurture them 

 But that kind of logic is like beating yourself over the head with a hammer- as if it is good for you 
 

In the parable of the unmerciful servant Jesus tells a story involving a man who seeks forgiveness in his life and 

receives it, only to turn around and fail to give it 

 

Ques- So what does the master do? 

 He calls his servant in and judges him accordingly  
 

2. The Goal Of Forgiveness Is Not Simply To Humble One’s Self Before A Person- The Goal Is To Humble 

One’s Self Before A Just And Holy God Who Commands All To Repent 
 

Now, we who are Christians ought not be told to do this- it should come readily, easily and profusely 

 For we have a strong motivation to do so 
 

As Jesus says, 
MT 6.14 

For if you forgive other people when they sin against you, your heavenly Father will also forgive you. 
 

Illus- Head Cold 
 

Imagine, if you will, that you go to the doctor and you tell him you have been coughing, sneezing, and head 

congestion. Plus, you have been feeling weak, light headed, and running a temperature 
 

The wise doctor, knowing that they are signs of a head cold, sends you home with a prescription.  

 But instead of going to the pharmacist to get the medicine, you don’t do it.  

 Instead, you say to yourself , “I feel like I’ll be ok. Medicine is so expensive, I don’t really need it” 
 

Ques- But rather than a head cold what if it a diagnosis of early signs of heart disease? 

 Suppose it was cancer? 
 

Obviously, we could make the case no one would be so foolish not do what the doctor says to do 
 

Ques- But isn’t that precisely what people do when it comes to forgiveness? 
 

Research has proven that people who forgive… 

 Have a stronger immune system 

 Have lower blood pressure 

 Feel better physically 

 And have  fewer symptoms of anxiety and depression 

 And they have more satisfying and longer-lasting relationships 
 

Those are good enough reasons why we ought to forgive- but there’s more to it than that 

 There are spiritual reasons 

 And of all the things that are important to us- it is the spiritual reasons that ought to top the list 
 

We have the command to be forgiving from Jesus 

 We are to lift up- not tear down- the body of Christ 

 We are to be the light in the world 

 We are to love all- not just a select few 
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And there is more to it than just trying to get by or taking the easy way out… 

 Ignoring the issue solves nothing 

 And that is why Jesus tells this story 
 

I. FORGIVENESS HEALS AND RESTORES- GRUDGES DIVIDE AND CONQUER (vs. 23-27) 
MT 18:23 "Therefore, the kingdom of heaven is like a king who wanted to settle accounts with his servants. MT 18:24 As 

he began the settlement, a man who owed him ten thousand talents was brought to him. MT 18:25 Since he was not able 

to pay, the master ordered that he and his wife and his children and all that he had be sold to repay the debt. MT 18:26 

"The servant fell on his knees before him. `Be patient with me,' he begged, `and I will pay back everything.' MT 18:27 

The servant's master took pity on him, canceled the debt and let him go. 
 

Obviously, this is the situation that all of us want- and expect 

 We want the easy way out- without having to change much 

 We want to be forgiven- even if it means someone else has to pay for it 
 

Illus- Healing & Restoring 
 

Of course, for the little stuff in life we are forgiven all the time… 

 Cutting someone off in traffic 

 Failing to use a turn signal 

 Forgetting to call someone back on the phone 

 Even a little sarcasm or joke at another’s expense 
 

Ques- But what about the heavy stuff? 
 

Illus- The Big Stuff 
 

Ques- Is it ok for you to conveniently forget to forgive- but not that neighbor who hurt you? 
 

The big stuff- juts like the little stuff- matters too 

 A doctor who misdiagnoses our heart disease 

 A CPA who fails to give us all of our tax advantages 

 A dry cleaner who ruins your favorite suit 

 A school teacher who insults your child 

 A parent who is abusive 
 

These are just a few examples, and they can get a whole lot worse than this…but you get the picture 
 

Now often you will hear people say… “I can forgive, but I can’t forget” 

 But this misses the point 

 If our goal in forgiving is in order to see to it that the other person changes, then it is not really 

forgiveness at all 
 

1. One Reason We Are Quick To Make Matters Right Is Because It Heals And Restores Us- Not Just The 

Other Guy 
 

Maybe you have heard the phrase, “Angels are able to fly because they take themselves so lightly” 
 

Illus- Funeral Forgiveness 
 

It reminds me of a story… 
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There once was a woman who testified to the transformation in her life as a result of her conversion. She 

declared,  
 

"I’m so glad I got religion. I have an uncle I used to hate so much I vowed I’d never go to his funeral. But now, 

I’d be happy to go to it any time!" 
 

Ques- Maybe you know some that will go ever farther? 

 Maybe you know neighbors that hate each other so much they are glad they died? 
 

2. Grudges Undermine Unity And Identity In Christ  
 

Have you ever heard people say,  

 “I absolutely refuse to apologize to so-and-so” 

 “They make me so mad I can’t see straight!” 

 “Just wait until I get home. I am going to burn up the phone lines and tell everyone what they did” 
 

Illus- What Makes For Bad Attachments? 
 

Ques- Attachments are the problem- and whatever you nurture- doesn’t it have a way of coming back? 

 Attachment for the world is not good 

 Attachment for God is good 

 Attachment for money, property, and prestige is not good 

 Attachment for spiritual values (hope, faith, compassion, love) is good 

 Attachment for personal attention or other ego feeding propositions is not good 

 Attachment for humility is good 
 

When we hold grudges, what we are saying (in so many words) is we don’t agree to follow God’s commands 

 And what we are doing is not following Christ  

 At that point, you are undermining the unity and identity in Christ 

 Tearing the body down 
 

II. FORGIVENESS SHOWS CONCERN FOR ONE’S NEIGHBOR- GRUDGES SHOW CONCERN 

FOR ONE’S SELF (vs. 28-31) 
28 

“But when that servant went out, he found one of his fellow servants who owed him a hundred denarii. He grabbed him 

and began to choke him. ‘Pay back what you owe me!’ he demanded.
29 

“His fellow servant fell to his knees and begged 

him, ‘Be patient with me, and I will pay you back.’
30 

“But he refused. Instead, he went off and had the man thrown into 

prison until he could pay the debt. 
31 

When the other servants saw what had happened, they were greatly distressed and 

went and told their master everything that had happened. 
 

Illus- Prison Statistics 
 

A study was done some time ago to try and quantify the relationship between forgiveness and crime 

 It’s no surprise that inmates in jails and prisons are selfish and unforgiving 

 So they tested this difficult population- clearly an obvious choice- for they got caught in a crime 
 

Here is what they found… 

 The inmate population in U.S. Prisons = about 2 million 

 Prisoners who are repeat-offenders = roughly 50 percent 
 

So far, we might not be too surprised 
 

But then what they did was establish faith based programs to rehabilitate inmates to productive society 

 To learn the gospel 
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 And to practice forgiveness 
 

Ques- And do you know how much the repeat offender population dropped? 

 From 50% to 8% 

 And do you know what the first program that the state and federal budgets cut when it comes to 

balancing their budgets? 

 And we wonder why we have repeat offenders? 
 

1. Many Times We Might Be On The Offended Side Of A Relationship- If That’s You, Then Learn The 

Lesson God Is Giving You 
 

Clearly, either way he is teaching you 

 If you caused it- you are to “man up” and admit it 

 If you didn’t cause it- you are to “man up” and teach the lesson God gave you 
 

Christ did not come to give you a “free pass” to sin 

 All of us have lost count in the number of times we have had to deal with problem people and life issues 

 Jesus mentions just one in this story 
 

Ques- Isn’t it foolish to think it’s always the other guy? 

 Consider the man in this story 

 He begged for mercy only after he got caught 

 But when he had the opportunity to forgive his neighbor- he refused to do it 
 

2. God’s Goal Is Always Redemptive- Not “Anything Goes” Morality- And If We Do Not Learn The Lessons 

He Gives, He Will Insist Upon It To Drive The Point Home 
 

In this parable, Jesus talks about money 

 But it’s not just money that masters many 

 There are power struggles 

 And having a sense of entitlement 

 And personality clashes 

 But the Christian is expected to master them all 
 

Illus- What Jesus Calls Us To 
 

Jesus calls us to his spiritual rule- not an earthly rule 

 He calls us to a life of spiritual truth- not political correctness 

 He calls us to a life of meekness- not a life of pride in self 

 He calls us to a life of humility- not a life of arrogance, power struggles, and who gets to call the shots 
 

These things destroy one’s testimony, reputation, and spiritual life 

 It never builds it up 

 Or the body of Christ 
 

III. FORGIVENESS IS THE QUICK WAY TO GOD’S BLESSING- GRUDGES ARE A QUICK WAY 

TO ATTRACT A CURSE (vs. 32-35) 
32 

“Then the master called the servant in. ‘You wicked servant,’ he said, ‘I canceled all that debt of yours because you 

begged me to. 
33 

Shouldn’t you have had mercy on your fellow servant just as I had on you?’ 
34 

In anger his master turned 

him over to the jailers to be tortured, until he should pay back all he owed.
35 

“This is how my heavenly Father will treat 

each of you unless you forgive your brother from your heart.” 
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We all have heard the words, “What goes around comes around” 

 But what they don’t tell you is when they do, it can be a long time 

 For some, the experience of “…what’s coming…” may come soon 

 Either way, the Lord tell us to forgive so we may be forgiven 
 

Otherwise, we can only imagine what that day will be like 

 There is no hiding what is done in secret 
 

As Jesus says, 
LK 8.17 

For there is nothing hidden that will not be disclosed, and nothing concealed that will not be known or brought out 

into the open. 
 

1. That Is Why We Want To Be Quick To Forgive- As The Lord Forgave Us- And So We Too Ought To 

Forgive Our Neighbors 
 

The natural thing is to do what others do 

 If you hurt me, I hurt you 

 But what people don’t expect is forgiveness 

 They don’t expect humility 
 

Yet when these things come from you, people can see it and be attracted to you 

 As in the story, at first, the master was forgiving 

 He forgave the financial burden 

 But not after the man refused to show forgiveness in his own life 

 The master was angered, and he turned the man over to be tortured 
 

And as Jesus says in verse 35, 
35 

“This is how my heavenly Father will treat each of you unless you forgive your brother from your heart. 
 

2. If We Fail To Forgive, Then Our Grudges Will Punish Us Instead 
 

Illus- Consequences 
 

The servant received torture- and he learned what goes around comes around… 

 You fail to show mercy- you will not receive mercy 

 You fail to love- you won’t be loved 

 You fail to be a friend- you won’t have any friends 

 You fail to be giving- you won’t be receiving  

 You fail to forgive- you will not be forgiven 
 

Conclusion 

When we look back on it, we learn that the effect of our grudges doesn’t make them worth the effort 

 To be free in Christ we want to remain unattached to the world 

 But that does not mean uncaring- it means living by the highest principle that Christ calls us to 

 To forgive to be free 
 

October 13, 2019 

Fort Barnwell Baptist Church 
Fort Barnwell, NC 28526 

 
Reese Blanchett 2019 

Sermon outlines may be used for preaching and teaching purposes 

But may not be published or sold. 

 
Disclaimer: I wish to express my gratitude to all the saints before me who are traveling the Narrow Way. Their love and generosity is reflected in my own humble 

efforts to prepare sermons for the body of Christ. Grace and Peace. 


