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YOU MUST FOLLOW ME 

John 21.20-24 
JN 21.20 

Peter turned and saw that the disciple whom Jesus loved was following them. (This was the one who had leaned 

back against Jesus at the supper and had said, “Lord, who is going to betray you?”) 
21 

When Peter saw him, he asked, 

“Lord, what about him?” 
22 

Jesus answered, “If I want him to remain alive until I return, what is that to you? You must 

follow me.” 
23 

Because of this, the rumor spread among the believers that this disciple would not die. But Jesus did not say 

that he would not die; he only said, “If I want him to remain alive until I return, what is that to you?” 
24 

This is the disciple 

who testifies to these things and who wrote them down. We know that his testimony is true. 
 

Intro 

When God wants to bless your life, he puts people in your life 

 When we think of things- God thinks of people to get them to you 

 When we think of crises- God thinks of the people that can help you 
 

And so when we reverse that situation- we hurt ourselves and not God who is trying to give them to you 

 These people- who God puts in your life- are absolutely necessary 

 It’s not just nice to have- it is a necessity 
 

Illus- Wizard of Oz 
 

You might recall that great movie, the Wizard of Oz 

 There were four unlikely partners who set out on a journey 

 At first they did not know each other 

 But over time they grew to be close friends 
 

There was the Scarecrow- who wanted a brain 

 Cowardly Lion- wanted courage 

 Tim Man- wanted a heart 

 And Dorothy- wanted to go home 
 

Each one had something they wanted, and they had to go to the wizard to get it 
 

1. God Is Like That Too- He Puts People In Your Life In Order To Bless You- To Get You What You Need 
 

Ques- But how often do we see what he is trying to do? 

 More often than not, we don’t see the connections so clearly 

 It’s like the wizard who hides behind the curtain 

 He is there, but at first you don’t see him- and you wonder if he is real at all 
 

Many people are like that when God is involved 

 He is all around you arranging things 
 

Ques- And what do we do? 

 If we are not taking credit for what God has done 

 We are undoing his efforts 

 And so we try harder, and wonder why our efforts aren’t working 

 But it’s the wrong kind of trying 
 
LK 17.20 

Once, on being asked by the Pharisees when the kingdom of God would come, Jesus replied, “The coming of the 

kingdom of God is not something that can be observed, 
21 

nor will people say, ‘Here it is,’ or ‘There it is,’ because the 

kingdom of God is in your midst.” 
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2. You Can Trust God To Give You What You Need- And Even Some Of Your Wants Too- But Never At The 

Expense Of Your Spiritual Life 
 

Too many times people get impatient and force the issue 

 Their focus is too narrow 

 And so their frustration increases 

 And miss the solution God is providing 
 

Illus- Obstacles 
 

One of the revealing things about God is that he gives you more as you go and grow in Christ 

 You don’t get less 

 You actually get more 

 But not in a bad way 

 They are more substantial 

 More sacrificial 

 More powerful and significant 
 

That’s the outcome of spiritual service 

 And that’s the correct focus to have 

 And with that focus, any obstacle you might have pales into insignificance 
 

As Jesus says, 
MT 5.14 

Ye are the light of the world. A city that is set on an hill cannot be hid. 
15 

Neither do men light a candle, and put it 

under a bushel, but on a candlestick; and it giveth light unto all that are in the house. 
16 

Let your light so shine before men, 

that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven. 
 

God has a plan for you  

 And it is one which requires your following 

 He wants us to act more- talk less 

 To let our actions prove our value, for mere words anybody can do 
 

As Jesus says… 

I. IT IS FRUIT THAT GOD IS AFTER- AND THERE IS NO HIGHER PURPOSEYOU’RE YOUR 

LIFE THAT TO OFFER GOD WHAT HE IS AFTER (vs. 20-21) 
JN 21.20 

Peter turned and saw that the disciple whom Jesus loved was following them. (This was the one who had leaned 

back against Jesus at the supper and had said, “Lord, who is going to betray you?”) 
21 

When Peter saw him, he asked, 

“Lord, what about him?” 
 

God doesn’t forget those who honor him in what they do 

 But you can also get it wrong too 
 

Illus- Peter’s Betrayal 
 

You might recall Peter betrayed the Lord too 

 It wasn’t Judas alone 

 Peter did it too 

 But between the two there was a difference 
 

Both were looking out for their own self interest 

 But Peter came back 

 And Judas didn’t 
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Peter recognized his error- and corrected it while there was yet time 

 Judas didn’t 
 

Peter loved the Lord, and had to admit he was ignorant 

 Judas wouldn’t 
 

Peter admitted his fault to the Lord and was forgiven 

 Judas never was 
 

That is why God’s plan and our plan is like a see-saw, we give up our own to be filled up by his 
 

1. Consider The Fruit Of Your Spiritual Life- You Want To Be Producing Fruit That God Will Like 
 

This is a hang up for many people 

 When their spiritual life is dry, they can’t understand 

 But the reason is in the fruit 

 Not all fruit is good for you 

 Even if it does taste good 
 

Illus- Limes vs. Key Lime 
 

Ques- Any of you like key lime pie? 
 

In my back yard growing up, we had this lime tree 

 Little green balls 

 And if you knew what to do with them, you could make something out of them 
 

Ques- But have you ever eaten one off the tree? 

 They sure don’t taste so sweet 
 

Now, this seems counterintuitive, for we think of taste alone 

 But it’s not tasty until it is prepared by a baker who knows what he’s doing 

 God is like that too 

 The sweetness of the fruit isn’t in question 

 Rather, it’s the producing of fruit God is seeking 
 

Illus- Honeydew vs. Pineapple 
 

My great grandmother was an orange grove owner 

 And I remember I several times we would talk about fruits and how to pick them 

 Some are easier to pick than others 

 And some are sweeter than others 
 

Take for example the honeydew fruit 

 Next to some other fruits, honeydew is not so sweet 
 

Compare them to pineapple 

 Or maybe apples, watermelon or strawberries 

 Taste is often subjective, but some are sweeter than others 
 

You might have another favorite, but the principle is the same 
 

God is seeking fruit that he wants 
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Illus- What’s For Dinner? 
 

Imagine for a moment you have a dinner on the table 

 It was meticulously planned 

 The best silverware 

 The best plates 

 You give all out for it 

 And you put on the table the dishes you like the most 
 

And then your guests arrive 

 But as you sit down and bring out your delicacies, you learn that your guest can’t eat it 

 Maybe they are allergic to dairy 

 Or maybe they have diverticulitis and cannot eat rice, or corn, pasta 
 

Ques- How would that make you feel? 

 Only the most hardened and insensitive person would say they don’t care 
 

2. What We Are After Is To Please God First- For Not All Is Best For Spirit Filled Living  
 

In fact, we can dishonor God this way 

 You might recall the passage in Matthew 21 

 Jesus comes to a fruitless fig tree 
 

As the Bible says, 
MT 21.18 

Early in the morning, as Jesus was on his way back to the city, he was hungry. 
19 

Seeing a fig tree by the road, he 

went up to it but found nothing on it except leaves. Then he said to it, “May you never bear fruit again!” Immediately the 

tree withered. 
 

Kingdom living is known by its fruits, and in God’s economy that means offering one’s self up to produce fruit 

that lasts 
 

As Jesus says, 
JN 15.16 

You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you so that you might go and bear fruit—fruit that will last 
 

Ques- The question is, Are you giving it to him? 

 There is no higher expression in life than to give God what he is after 

 To do the opposite is dangerous for us 

 And risky for spiritual life 
 

Consider Peter and John in this passage 

 Peter had just been forgiven the three time times he had betrayed the Lord 

 And as they are talking John is coming up from behind 

 And Peter asks a question about what kind of death they will experience- to glorify God 
 

Ques- And so Peter asks, What about him? 

 And if you remember what Jesus said 
 
JN 21.22 

If I want him to remain alive until I return, what is that to you? You must follow me.” 
23 

Because of this, the rumor 

spread among the believers that this disciple would not die. But Jesus did not say that he would not die; he only said, “If I 

want him to remain alive until I return, what is that to you? [You must follow me] 
 

Ordinarily, this is not the kind of question we might ask Jesus 

 What is that to you? You must follow me 
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In other words, spiritual life- like the fruitless fig tree- dries up very quickly when we are seeking the wrong 

things 
 

II. RATHER, GOD’S GOAL IS OUR OBEDIENCE- AND WHEN WE ARE WE PRODUCE BEYOND 

OUR WILDEST IMAGINATION (vs. 22-23) 
22 

Jesus answered, “If I want him to remain alive until I return, what is that to you? You must follow me.” 
23 

Because of 

this, the rumor spread among the believers that this disciple would not die. But Jesus did not say that he would not die; he 

only said, “If I want him to remain alive until I return, what is that to you?” 
 

As history shows us, Peter and John came to a different ending 

 Peter died a martyrs death in Rome- crucified upside down in Rome 

 And John died 20 years later- at 86 years old- the only apostle to die from natural causes 

 No one knew or got it right, except Jesus 
 

1. None Of Us Know Our Allotted Time- Therefore, The Best Thing To Do Is What God Says To Do 
 

Success for many people is to compare themselves to others 

 As Peter does with John 

 But what other people do is not within our power to change 
 

Illus- “What About Him? 
 

We can imagine what Peter was thinking 
 

Ques- If I have betrayed Jesus, what about those who didn’t? 

 Am I just as good as he is? 
 

Peter was admonished for the thought… You are still taking your eyes off of me Peter- put them back on me- not 

your neighbor 
 

God can’t love you any more- or any less-than he already does 

 None of us would sacrifice a son for a friend, much less for a sinful person 

 But God did 
 

Yet it is striking how we minimize it, marginalize it, or forsake it entirely 

 We try to earn our way into heaven 

 When it can’t be earned 

 We look to our neighbor who makes us jealous 

 And so we compete for a crown we can’t give ourselves 
 

The only answer is the one Jesus gave Peter, “…what is that to you? You must follow me…” 
 

2. The Best Thing To Do Is What God Says To Do- That Is The Fruit He Rewards 
 

Ques- When Jesus turns to Peter and says, “…what is that to you, you must follow me…” 

 Consider what it means to you 

 Consider what it is that God is asking of you 

 One of the reasons why so many people after baptism do not have further revelations is they are not 

doing this 

 They come up short and they scratch their head, assuming it something outside that is the matter 
 

Illus- Adam & Eve 
 

You might remember Adam and Eve and the little problem they had in Eden 
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 The apple was pleasing to eat 

 But it was wrong to take it 
 

And that’s a mistake that cost them their lives 

 God said don’t do it 

 But they did it anyway 
 

Ques- Consider who it is you are most trying to please? 
 

III. WHEN WE FOLLOW WE PRODUCE FRUIT- AND NOT ONLY IS IT OUR GIFT- BUT OUR 

GRATITUDE (vs. 22-23) 
JN 21.24 

This is the disciple who testifies to these things and who wrote them down. We know that his testimony is true. 
 

It is noteworthy that the one who testifies to this narrative is actually the one who Peter is pointing to 

 It’s as if Peter is saying, Am I as good as him? 

 And it is a common thing to do 
 

1. By Giving God What He Wants- We Produce A Gift To Lay At His Feet- And We Express Our Gratitude  
 

This is why judging another is so wrong 

 One of the best gifts you can give God is to love your neighbor and serve him 
 

As Jesus says, 
JN 13.34 

“A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. 
35 

By this 

everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.” 
 

2. For We Are Already Winners- And We Will Be Crowned A Winner Too 
 

Illus- Miss America 
 

If you ever watched a Miss America pageant, you note that the contestants must undergo a number of tests 

along the way 

 There is the evening gown 

 The swimsuit competition 

 Their interaction with the judges questions 

 All designed to pick the winner 
 

But insofar as beauty is concerned, they are all beautiful already 

 But for one to be chosen, there has to be some process of elimination 

 It is the judges that make that determination 
 

They are winners in beauty by far 

 And when it comes to God, we are winners too 

 And by living like one, we are producing the fruit that matters the most to him too 
 

Conclusion 

When Peter turned and looked at John, we can only imagine what he was thinking 

 Am I good enough? 

 Am I loving enough? 

 Am I faithful enough 

 Am I worthy enough? 
 

For as the scripture notes, it was John whom Jesus loved and leaned against at the table 
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 So maybe Peter’s anxiety was understandable- if not commendable 

 But we never need feel that way, for how much you love him is entirely up to you 

 And you love him best when he says, “…come and follow me…” 
 

As Jesus says, 
JN 12.26 

Whoever serves me must follow me; and where I am, my servant also will be. My Father will honor the one who 

serves me. 
 

After all he says to me and you, “…what is that to you? You must follow me...” 
 
October 13, 2019 

Fort Barnwell Baptist Church 

Fort Barnwell, NC  28526 
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