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ON THE EDGE OF GREATNESS 

Numbers 13.30-14.9 
NU 13.30 

Then Caleb silenced the people before Moses and said, “We should go up and take possession of the land, for we 

can certainly do it.” 
31 

But the men who had gone up with him said, “We can’t attack those people; they are stronger than 

we are.” 
32 

And they spread among the Israelites a bad report about the land they had explored. They said, “The land we 

explored devours those living in it. All the people we saw there are of great size. 
33 

We saw the Nephilim there (the 

descendants of Anakcome from the Nephilim). We seemed like grasshoppers in our own eyes, and we looked the same to 

them.” 
14.1  

That night all the members of the community raised their voices and wept aloud. 
2 
All the Israelites 

grumbled against Moses and Aaron, and the whole assembly said to them, “If only we had died in Egypt! Or in this 

wilderness! 
3 
Why is the LORD bringing us to this land only to let us fall by the sword? Our wives and children will be 

taken as plunder. Wouldn’t it be better for us to go back to Egypt?” 
4 
And they said to each other, “We should choose a 

leader and go back to Egypt.” 
5 
Then Moses and Aaron fell face down in front of the whole Israelite assembly gathered 

there. 
6 
Joshua son of Nun and Caleb son of Jephunneh, who were among those who had explored the land, tore their 

clothes 
7 
and said to the entire Israelite assembly, “The land we passed through and explored is exceedingly good. 

8 
If 

the LORD is pleased with us, he will lead us into that land, a land flowing with milk and honey, and will give it to 

us. 
9 
Only do not rebel against the LORD. And do not be afraid of the people of the land, because we will devour them. 

Their protection is gone, but the LORD is with us. Do not be afraid of them. 
 

Intro 

Illus- Great Baseball Players 
 

Growing up as a small boy I remember watching baseball on TV with my dad. In those days there were some 

really great unforgettable players… 

 Mickey Mantle 

 Willie Mays 

 Johnny Bench 

 Pete Rose 

 Roberto Clemente 

 Hank Aaron 
 

Those were the days 
 

They were some of the greats, the type you just don’t see so much any more 

 It’s like the end of an era, where one ends and another begins somewhere else 
 

Not that baseball is dead, it’s just that we have so many other things to root for 

 Football is one for some 

 Pop music for others 

 And of course… movie stars 
 

Today as I look around, I look for what makes for greatness 

 But I have to really look 

 As kids, my generation didn’t have smart phones or computers 

 But today we have a whole generation that never went without one 

 It can make you feel old 
 

Ques- So who are- and where are- the great heroes like we had, back in the day? 

 Is there anyone- or anything- that young people have- to emulate or admire? 

 What goals do they have to shoot for? 
 

I remember playing stickball in the street 

 Culture sure has changed since those days 
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 And what has passed for greatness has changed with it 
 

Illus- Tony the Tiger & Muhammad Ali 
 

Ques- Maybe you remember Tony the Tiger? 

 And the Kellogg’s commercial for Frosted Flakes? 

 Do you remember what he used to say? 

 It’s Great! 
 

Ques- Or you might remember Mohammed Ali, the great boxer- what did he used to say? 

 Did he not used to say, “I am the greatest”? 

 What do you think? 

 Do you think he was? 
 

If you are going to use words like that, you better be able to back them up 

 Even so, humility was never his strong suit 
 

Anyway, there is a story that Mohammed Ali was on an airplane and the plane was ready to take off and the 

flight attendant had repeatedly told him to put on his seat belt.  
 

He finally told her, "I'm superman and superman don't need no seatbelt."  
 

The flight attendant didn't hesitate a minute but shot back with, "Superman don't need no airplane either, now 

buckle up."    
 

1. Real Greatness Isn’t Always Obvious- And It Doesn’t Need To Be Broadcasted- In Fact, The Truly Great 

Never Feel The Need To Do So 
 

You might recall these words from Jesus, 
MT 18:1 At that time the disciples came to Jesus and asked, "Who is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven?" MT 18:2 He 

called a little child and had him stand among them. MT 18:3 And he said: "I tell you the truth, unless you change and 

become like little children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. MT 18:4 Therefore, whoever humbles himself 

like this child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven. MT 18:5 "And whoever welcomes a little child like this in my 

name welcomes me.  
 

Jesus isn’t saying we ought to be little children again 

 It isn’t great to act childishly 

 But humility certainly is 
 

The truly great- you may never know their name 

 They might never sign an autograph 

 They may never be seen on TV 

 But they could be your next door neighbor 
 

Illus- Mickey Mantle 
 

Ques- One of my childhood heroes was Mickey Mantle… Do you remember Mickey Mantle? 

 He was one of the truly great baseball players that ever lived 

 He was inducted into the baseball Hall of Fame back in 1974 
 

All through his career he played for the New York Yankees 

 He was on the All-Star team 16 times 
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 Was voted most valuable player in the American League three times 

 A Golden Glove winner 

 Appeared in 12 World Series, holds records for most home runs, RBI’s, runs, walks, and total bases 

 He won the triple crown (home runs, RBI’s, and batting average) three times 

 He batted over .300 ten times 

 Had 536 home runs- some of which were the farthest in history 
 

Clearly, he was a great of the game 
 

Ques- But what makes a person great in your eyes? 

 Real greatness isn’t always so obvious 

 It could be your neighbor 

 It could be a fellow worker 

 A spouse 

 A friend  

 And it could be you 
 

2. No One Who Is Born Is Without It- It Is There And It Seeks Expression Through You 
 

As the Bible says, 
JER 29.11 

For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the LORD, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give 

you hope and a future.
 12 

Then you will call on me and come and pray to me, and I will listen to you. 
13 

You will seek me 

and find me when you seek me with all your heart. 
 

In the seeking, there is finding 

 And that’s something God wants from you 

 He wants you to seek it- and find it- but true greatness as he defines it 

 The trouble is, we don’t see it in ourselves 
 

You might not be a great baseball player, or a singer, or a movie star 

 You might not be rich or famous 

 And you might think, In This World There Are So Many People Better Than I Am 
 

But like we say, Whatever God Calls You To, He Will See You Through 

 And there is nothing more important 

 For greatness is fleeting, but Jesus lives forever 

 And that’s the way God sees you 

 For our God is perfect- and being perfect means he is also great- and that’s what he wants for you 

 But it does mean getting in on what he’s got in mind for you…. 
 

I. GOD’S GOAL IS OUR GREATNESS- IT IS GOD’S PURPOSE FOR ME AND YOU (vs. 30-33) 
NU 13.30 

Then Caleb silenced the people before Moses and said, “We should go up and take possession of the land, for we 

can certainly do it.” 
31 

But the men who had gone up with him said, “We can’t attack those people; they are stronger than 

we are.” 
32 

And they spread among the Israelites a bad report…”  
 

If we had been there, we might have done the same- considering just the facts 

 It is always easier to stay at home 

 Watch TV 

 And let someone else get in on the activity 
 

Illus- TV 
 



4 
09-15-19 
Sunday  

In my living room I have this 48” TV screen 

 I remember back in the day I sued to have these little black and white TV sets 

 It had rabbit ears 

 And that was about all I could afford  
 

And I used to think, I wonder what it is like to be rich and have a big flat screen TV? 
 

Ques- Maybe you remember those days? 
 

I remember going into Best Buy and looking at these big TV sets thinking, I could never afford something like 

this 

 I’m not rich enough 

 But that TV looks nice, the people look so real 
 

Ques- Have you ever said something like that to yourself? 

 Maybe it isn’t a TV 

 Maybe it is something else 

 And greatness is always an option 
 

1. We Should Never Say We Can’t Do Anything- Especially When God Says That You Can 
 

When the 12 spies went out to look at the Promised Land, 2 showed faith in God- 10 showed none 

 And between the two groups, only one was in the will of God 
 

Ques- And do you remember what happened as a result? 

 Only Caleb and Joshua were the only men of their generation permitted to enter the Promised Land 
 

Don’t ever say you can’t, when God has already said you can 

 That’s the equivalent of slandering what God has promised 

 And it’s a sure fire way to invite trouble 

 The Israelites were made to wander for 40 years until almost the entire generation of men had died 
 

We should never say “No”- when God says “Yes” 

We should never say “We Can’t”- when God says “We Can” 

We should never “…get out of…” what God wants- rather, we should “…get in on…” and follow in faith 
 

2. The Worldly Walk By Sight, Not By Faith- But A Child Of God Walks By Faith- Not By Sight 
 

As the Bible says, 
HEB 11.1 

Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen. 
2 
For by it the elders obtained a 

good report. 
 

Illus- Wrestling 
 

I remember I made this mistake in High School when I was on the wrestling team 

 The wrestler I had to face was much larger than I was  

 He was well known 

 Had a high win/loss record 

 And I knew for sure I was doomed 
 

Sure enough, I got out there and lost 
 

In one way I was glad to get off the mat, and I remember thinking “…wrestling is not for me…” 
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 And as I sat back down, I sat next to the coach 
 

Ques- He asked me, What happened out there? 

 And I said, He was much bigger than me 
 

Ques- Have you ever said something you wished you hadn’t? 

 The wrestling coach made a point of using me as an example of what it means to lose before you ever 

start 

 If you think of yourself as a loser, then no matter how many times you win you still are a loser 

 But if you think of yourself as a winner, then no matter how many times you lose you still are a winner 
 

And that’s what he told us 

 You can think of yourself as a winner 

 Or you can think of yourself as a loser 

 Either way, you are right 
 

Ques- Now, which one do you think you are? 

 Which one do you want to be? 
 

And that was the mistake of the Israelites 

 No one has the right to call you, brand you, or define you- as a loser 

 God has already told you that you are a winner 

 That’s God’s gift to me and you 

 He calls us to greatness, and he has already given us the power, purpose, and plan to achieve it 
 

II. WHATEVER GOD CALLS YOU TO- HE EMPOWERS YOU- AND WILL SEE YOU THROUGH (vs. 1-2) 
14.1  

That night all the members of the community raised their voices and wept aloud. 
2 
All the Israelites grumbled against 

Moses and Aaron, and the whole assembly said to them, “If only we had died in Egypt…” 
 

If ever there was a time when the Israelites rebelled against God it was this time 

 They turned against each other 

 They turned against their leaders 

 They turned against God 
 

And they said, “Let’s go back…” 

 They were so accustomed to slavery they wanted to go back to it 

 Sadly, the 10 spies who had no faith encouraged the wrong 

 Even though Caleb and Joshua got it right 
 

1. That Is Why God Commands Faith- He Already Sees You As Perfect- But You Must Step Into It And 

Claim It For Yourself 
 

Ques- God sees us one way- we see ourselves another- and guess which one ultimately prevails? 
 

Illus- Eyesight 
 

Throughout the years I have had several eye surgeries 

 And now today I have replacements lens in both eyes 
 

I first started to notice it in Little League Baseball 

 Later in High School on the football team 

 But I wasn’t wearing glasses….yet 
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Later, I remember getting a physical for the Navy for flight school 

 That’s when I learned I couldn’t fly planes 

 But they did say if I wanted to qualify as an NFO- I could try that 

 NFO’s are like aircrew 
 

If you saw the movie Top Gun, you might remember Goose- he sat in Tom Cruise’s back seat 

 Anyway, I did that, but my eyesight grew worse 

 They gave me glasses, but it wasn’t so bad that I needed them all the time 
 

But after the Navy when I went to Seminary, I learned I couldn’t see the chalkboard 

 I sat far 

 I sat close 

 And it didn’t matter 
 

I saw an optometrist who gave me a pair of glasses that didn’t work 

 So I was referred to an ophthalmologist 

 And that’s when I learned what the trouble was 

 I had cataracts 
 

When we think of our eyesight, we can’t imagine being without it 

 But that’s today 

 We live in a time when cataract surgeries are available 
 

Ques- Would you want to go back to the way things used to be? 

 Of course not 

 You might have seen some folks who have cataracts and their eyes are white  

 They didn’t have the option- you do 
 

Ques- So why would you turn back when something good- is awaiting you? 

 Would you give up on yourself? 

 Or would you go to any length to get the surgery you need? 

 So why slander God? 
 

God already sees you as perfect- but you must step into it and claim it for yourself 

 The Israelites are only one example of a people who had greatness in sight 

 But stepped back 

 But our calling- God’s command- is the opposite 
 

III. GOD IS ALWAYS ON THE MOVE- AND WE ARE TO BE UP AND MOVING TOO (vs. 9) 
9 
 “…do not rebel against the LORD. And do not be afraid of the people of the land, because we will devour them. Their 

protection is gone, but the LORD is with us. Do not be afraid of them. 
 

Joshua made it a point to contradict the 10 spies 

 And as he says, “The Lord is with us” 
 

Ques- Have you ever heard some say, We can’t do this…We can’t do that…We have no money…We gotta cut 

back? 
 

We can be sure the 10 spies were like that, and because of their lack of faith 

 Their lack of ambition 

 Their lack of faith 

 They set up a chain reaction that led to their destruction 
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And consider the cost, God is going to do his work, with or without you 

 And it can’t be any other way 
 

1. The Quality Of Your Faith You Have While You Live- Is The Same Faith You Have The Day You Die 
 

Ques- And how is yours? 

 If you were one of the 10 spies, what would you come back and say? 

 What would your testimony have been? 
 

Would you like David who said, 
1 SAM 17.45 

You come against me with sword and spear and javelin, but I come against you in the name of the LORD 

Almighty, the God of the armies of Israel, whom you have defied. 
 

If you think of greatness, here you see it 

 David never stepped back 

 David never straddled any fences 

 David never hid out in his home 
 

And like us, he made mistakes 

 But he was God’s chosen- and if Christ is your savior- so are you 
 

As the Bible says, 
PS 17.5  

“My steps have held fast to your paths; my feet have not slipped… 
8 
Keep me as the apple of your eye; hide me 

in the shadow of your wings…” 
 

Conclusion 

When it comes to greatness, many come right up to the edge 

 Some are scared- lacking faith- so they back away 

 And others are paralyzed- hoping that their momentary comforts won’t be taken away 
 

But the testimony of scripture is not like that 

 God sees us perfect- already doing great things 

 But it will also mean taking steps of faith, and trusting him every step of the way 
 
EPH 2.8 

For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God…
10 

For 

we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do. 
 

And as it is for Jesus- so it is for those who follow him too 
 
September 15, 2019 
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