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YOUR PRIORITY NUMBER ONE 

Luke 10.38-42 
LK 10.38 

As Jesus and his disciples were on their way, he came to a village where a woman named Martha opened her home 

to him. 
39 

She had a sister called Mary, who sat at the Lord’s feet listening to what he said. 
40 

But Martha was distracted by 

all the preparations that had to be made. She came to him and asked, “Lord, don’t you care that my sister has left me to do 

the work by myself? Tell her to help me!” 
41 

“Martha, Martha,” the Lord answered, “you are worried and upset about 

many things, 
42 

but few things are needed—or indeed only one. Mary has chosen what is better, and it will not be taken 

away from her.” 
 

Intro 

When it comes to the category of what’s best for us, we like to think that we got it nailed down  

 No one has to tell us 

 We know already 
 

But then one day something happens… 

 And then we discover that life has far more lessons to teach us than we want to learn 
 

Illus- Back Trouble 
 

I remember my first trip to the hospital after a mission trip for a bad back. I had been to New Orleans on a 

Baptist Men mission trip  

 We were doing recovery work 

 And if you have ever been on a trip you know it is dirty, sweaty, hard work 
 

You go into a house to clean it out 

 Lifting heavy furniture 

 Tearing out sheet rock 

 Removing broken down appliances 
 

It was during Hurricane Rita 

 And I can remember to this day when I threw my back out 

 It didn’t hurt immediately 

 But by the time I got back to NC it hurt so bad I could not get off the floor 
 

I stayed in the hospital for 2 days 

 Later, you go through physical therapy, and that’s when you realize how complicated the back really is 

 I thought my back just needed stretching 

 And that’s when they said to do the opposite of what I was doing 
 

1. It Taught Me A Valuable Lesson- That You Can Be Right In Your Facts- But Wrong In Your Conclusions 
 

Clearly, there was a disconnect in my mind 

 For I thought because I was experienced in a gym, I was right in stretching 

 Factually, my back was hurting, but the solution was far different than what I assumed 
 

And what is true in physical life- can also be true in spiritual life 

 You can be right factually about your life- but wrong spiritually in the direction your life is taking 
 

Illus- Evangelicals 
 

I read a few facts from a prominent religious researcher who discovered that an increasing number of 

evangelicals are becoming more worldly not more spiritual 

 7% really “walk the talk” 
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 4% tithe 

 5% attend Prayer Meetings 

 Less than 50% ever attend traditional Bible Studies (such as Sunday School) 
 

Many people want other avenues to grow in spirituality 

 But what we are learning is- in large numbers- people are changing 
 

2. God’s Grace Is Offered- But We Must Be Willing To Receive It- Otherwise, We Remain Bound By The 

Law And Its Consequences 
 

As Paul says, 
EPH 2.8 

For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God— 
9 
not by 

works, so that no one can boast.  
 

Illus- Bad Back 2 
 

Going to the hospital in an EMS van is a humbling experience 

 But when you are hurting there isn’t much you can do 

 And as I went from appointment to appointment I learned a lot about bad backs 
 

They gave me good advice 

 They got me up and moving 

 But they also told me, You are responsible for staying that way… We cannot do the exercise for you 
 

Nothing worse than a health condition that restricts your mobility 

 And nothing worse than to realize you are not as smart as you thought 

 Jesus has a way of doing that too 

 And so when he talks- we should listen 
 

Illus- E.F. Hutton 
 

You might recall the old EF Hutton commercial that goes, When EF Hutton talks, people listen 
 

That’s the way we ought to be when it comes to anything Jesus has to say 
 

And here we see an incident where that point is put to the test- Mary and Martha 

 Two ladies with different personalities 

 And different priorities in life 

 One got it wrong- the other got it right 
 

Ques- Maybe you know a Mary or Martha? 

 Now, ask yourself this, which one are you? 

 Are you a Mary? Or are you a Martha? 
 

I. MARY WAS ONE WHO GOT HER PRIORITIES RIGHT- SHE WAS TRYING TO GET IN ON- 

RATHER THAN OUT OF- WHAT THE LORD WAS DOING (vs. 38) 
LK 10.38 

As Jesus and his disciples were on their way, he came to a village where a woman named Martha opened her home 

to him. 
39 

She had a sister called Mary, who sat at the Lord’s feet listening to what he said.  
 

If you’ve been around a lot of seniors eventually you will run into a few who have bad hearing 

 You gotta get real close to them so their hearing aids are working 

 A young person rarely has that problem 

 But older persons do 
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But hearing is just as important as the others- through our 5 senses we understand what is happening too 
 

1. The First Duty Of A Disciple Is Hearing- Before You Can Do- You Must Hear What The Lord Says 
 

Illus- Waiting on the Lord 
 

Maybe you have heard people say, “I’m just WAITING on the Lord” 
 

Ques- You could be waiting a long time- wouldn’t it be better to get in on the action? 

 

There are some things you don’t wait on… 

 You don’t need to wait to commit to God’s call on your life 

 You don’t need to wait to equip yourself for service 

 You don’t need to wait to grow as a church 

 You don’t need to wait to share Christ in your community 

 You don’t need to wait to pray for the power of purpose 
 

But you gotta expect to be stretched- in the right direction 
 

Wherever you are in your spiritual life- the Lord wants to take your farther in your life 

 And in Mary and Martha we can see the difference 

 Martha was right in her facts- but wrong in her conclusions 

 You want to make sure yours is in line with the Lord too 
 

2. For The Truth Is Jesus Can Change Anything And Everything To Suit His Purpose- That Is Why You 

Must Reprioritize The Direction And Purpose Of Your Life 

 

Ques- Imagine how the Lord can change facts at will? 

 The Lord can destroy a fig tree  

 He can feed 5,000 in one sitting out of a few loaves and fishes 

 He can make the dead to rise, the blind to see, and leprous clean 

 He can change water into wine 

 As well as read the contents of your mind 
 

Clearly, our priority ought never be what we think  

 But rather what the Lord intends to do 

 For what the Lord wants is far more important than what we think or do 
 

Illus- Graceland 
 

Ques- Are any of you Elvis fans? 

 I remember the first time I went to Graceland 
 

Ques- Did you know that Graceland is the 2
nd

 most visited home in America? 

 But as popular as it is- what is it you find there? 

 But it’s a 1960’s type of place 

 I was disappointed 
 

Not what I was expecting at all 
 

Ques- So what is it the Lord is after? 

 It’s simple 
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 To hear what he has to say 

 And do what he says to do 

 Mary might not have known this, but she got in on what the Lord was doing 

 And he rewarded her for it  
 

II. MARTHA GOT HER PRIORITIES WRONG- SHE WAS RIGHT ON FACTS- BUT WRONG ON 

THE CONCLUSIONS ON HER LIFE (vs. 40) 
40 

But Martha was distracted by all the preparations that had to be made. She came to him and asked, “Lord, don’t you 

care that my sister has left me to do the work by myself? Tell her to help me!”  
 

Illus- A Woman’s Work Is Never Done 
 

You may have heard the words, A Woman’s Work Is Never Done 
 

Ques- Could it be that Martha complained not because she wasn’t serving the Lord, but because she wasn’t 

feeling appreciated? 
 

1. Don’t Fall Victim To The Idea That The Lord Is Unaware Of What You Are Doing- Give Him Time, And 

He Will Bless You 
 

Consider the priorities- the motivations- of your life 

 In matters of faith, give God lots of room to move 

 Consider that when things look darkest- and you have a tendency to feel sorry for yourself- think instead 

that you are making investments 
 

Illus- Hospital Visits 
 

I know there are times when you are so dog tired you can hardly keep your head up 

 I experience it too 

 Mental and emotional stress is far more difficult to deal with than physical stress 

 And when you are exhausted that last thing you want to do is more of anything 
 

For many people can’t deal with stress 

 So they drink, use drugs, or gamble in Las Vegas 

 Just to escape for a season 
 

Many times I find myself so dog tired all I want to do is go home and pull the covers over my head and sleep 

 But I know to make that visit 

 I have to get to the hospital 

 I have that sermon to write 

 Or that committee meeting I gotta go to 
 

That is why you can’t just get your facts right- you must have your direction and purpose right too 

 And mainly listen to what he says 

 Then do what he says to do 
 

As Paul says, 
PHIL 4.13 

I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me. 
 

III. MAKE YOUR PRIORITIES ONLY ONE- TO ATTEND TO THE LORD AND DO WHAT HE 

SAYS (vs. 41-42) 
41 

“Martha, Martha,” the Lord answered, “you are worried and upset about many things, 
42 

but few things are needed—or 

indeed only one. Mary has chosen what is better, and it will not be taken away from her.” 
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There’s an old adage that goes, “If God calls you to it, He will see you through it.” 

 But that also means being called according to his purpose 
 

1. God Always Makes Good On His Promises 
 

Wherever you are in your spiritual life- if you are a child of God he is watching over you 
 

Illus- Babies In Their Crib 
 

I was watching one of our new others the other day 

 She just had a baby boy 

 And he is getting a lot of attention 
 

God is in many ways like that mother 

 He watches over the child so they don’t get into serious danger 

 They are certain to feed them 

 They wash than and clean them up 
 

A good parent never gives up on the child 
 

Now, God is the same way….He makes good on his promises for those who love him 
 

2. But Our Priorities Must Match Up With His- And As They Do- We Graduate From Servant To Friend 
 

As Jesus says, 
JN 15.15 

I no longer call you servants, because a servant does not know his master’s business. Instead, I have called you 

friends, for everything that I learned from my Father I have made known to you. 
 

Ques- Consider whether you have graduated from servant to friend? 

 Or maybe you aren’t a servant yet? 

 And ask yourself, What is my relationship to Jesus? 
 

Just like in the fruitless fig tree- you will know a lack of faith when you see it… 
 

Conclusion 

We can always look to God’s purposes as the goal  

 And once we know- his priorities become ours  

 For we have heard what he says- and then do it too 

 It is the only way to make sure we succeed at all 

 That’s our priority, for nothing else matters in the end but the Lord! 
 

End of Sermon Prayer 
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