
09-06-20 

Sunday  
1 

GREAT EXPECTATIONS 

Mark 4.26-29 

(The Parable of the Growing Wheat) 
MK 4.26 

He also said, “This is what the kingdom of God is like. A man scatters seed on the ground. 
27 

Night and day, 

whether he sleeps or gets up, the seed sprouts and grows, though he does not know how. 
28 

All by itself the soil produces 

grain—first the stalk, then the head, then the full kernel in the head. 
29 

As soon as the grain is ripe, he puts the sickle to it, 

because the harvest has come.” 
 

Intro 

Of all the issues that persist in discipleship- a glaring one- one that tests our faith- is impatience 

 Impatience in getting results from prayers 

 Impatience when dealing with the shortcomings of others- as well as our own 

 Impatience with a world that is always at war with its neighbors 

 Impatience over our own contributions to making this world better- that never seems rewarded 

 Impatience over the time of the Second Coming 
 

Ques- Would you say that you are an impatient person? 

 If patience is a virtue, then consider it’s opposite- impatience 

 Patience as virtue juxtaposed with impatience as vice/iniquity 

 Yet more often than not, patience is misconstrued- not what most people think it is 
 

Patience is not the ability to wait, It Is The Ability To Have The Right Attitude While You Are Waiting 

 And that’s what Jesus is getting at here 

 The man who scattered the seed knew his business- he did not have “blind faith”- he produced a harvest 

 And he did so knowing his reward was coming 

 He had the right attitude while he had to wait… He Had Great Expectations! 
 

1. And This Is The Way The Kingdom Grows- Including Faith- At First It Is Imperceptible, But Eventually 

It Shows Itself- That’s When You Will See What You’ve Been Planting  
 

As Jesus says,  
MK 4.26 

“This is what the kingdom of God is like. A man scatters seed on the ground. 
27 

Night and day, whether he sleeps or 

gets up, the seed sprouts and grows, though he does not know how.  
 

Ques- What have you been planting, that is showing itself today? 
 

Illus- Sunday School Class 
 

I was teaching the Youth Sunday School Class last Sunday 

 The subject matter was Ephesians 6.10-18 

 The Full Armor Of God 
 

And you might remember how they wore their armor 

 Paul gives us the description in the Sunday school lesson 
 

In our day we too have armor- our police, our agents, our military 

 Bullet proof vests  

 Sidearms, sniper rifles 

 Tear gas 

 Face masks and shields 
 

Recently I’ve been seeing face masks and shields at the grocery store 

 Clerks are not only wearing a face mask and gloves 
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 They are trying to protect themselves with shields also 
 

The coronavirus is unseen, but it has been spreading- and it can be just as deadly as if you were killed by a 

soldier 

 But for those in the kingdom, the armor of God is different 

 And like faith that grows imperceptibly 

 You cannot see it, but it is there 
 

2. Whatever You Plant Inside Finds Its Way Outside- Expressed In One’s Life 
 

We want to remove the bad seed, and plant the good seed 

 The kind the Lord likes to sow and reap in 
 

As the Bible says, 
MICAH 6.8 

He has shown you, O mortal, what is good. And what does the LORD require of you? To act justly and to love 

mercy and to walk humbly with your God. 
 

This is the nature of the kingdom 

 And if it inside of us, then it must also come out of us 
 

Ques- But what if it is not? 

 What is your interior life like? 

 Your spiritual life? 

 Your prayer life? 
 

Ques- Would you like it to improve? 

 Consider the power, vitality, and impact of prayer life… 
 

Illus- Dangerous Prayers 
 

There are dangerous prayers God would like to hear… 

1. Teach me humility 

2. Teach me patience 

3. Lead me wherever you want me to go 

4. Help me understand the plight of the poor 

5. Make me more like Jesus 

6. Give me more faith 

7. Give me victory over sin and temptation 

8. Please help my annoying neighbor/coworker come to Christ 
 

Ques- Are you willing to pray dangerously? 

 In that sense, you can be as impatient as you like 

 Like the man in the parable, he didn’t sit around waiting for something to happen 
 

3. The Kingdom Is The Same Way- It Demands Out Participation In It- And If The World Is Ever Going To 

It, Then We Must Be The Change We Wish To See 
 

Ques- When it comes to Jesus, are you the change he wishes to see? 
 

I. TO BE THAT CHANGE- LET US BELIEVE IN ORDER TO SEE- RATHER THAN SEE IN ORDER TO 

BELIEVE (vs. 26-27) 
MK 4.26 

He also said, “This is what the kingdom of God is like. A man scatters seed on the ground. 
27 

Night and day, 

whether he sleeps or gets up, the seed sprouts and grows, though he does not know how.  
 

We have no idea how the seeds grow- we only know that it does 
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 But the good news is we don’t have to  

 The seed can only be true to its own nature 
 

1. And Faith Is The Same Way- It Grows Imperceptibly- Until The Day Comes When It Is Evident For All 

To See 
 

Illus- Grass Cutting Partners 
 

Behind the parsonage there is lots of fast growing grass 

 And as the days go by it doesn’t take much rain for it to grow 
 

And what’s true for me is also true for the ball field in the back of the property 

 And week after week, I watch one of the church’s faithful cutting it  

 He is as faithful as anyone I know when it comes to the church’s property 
 

So you don’t have to tell him after its cut, it will need it again in a couple weeks 

 He knows he has to cut it 
 

Ques- But does he know how grass grows? 

 So his faith in it is not “blind” 

 His faith is more mature than that, because his faith has developed over a period of time, watching it 

grow 
 

Ques- But is it possible that he might not have to cut the grass sometime? 

 A hurricane? 

 A farmer plows the field 

 A developer comes along and builds an Andy’s Restaurant 
 

All of those “could happen” 
 

But if we are expecting that to happen, our expectations are inappropriate- or “blind” 

 And it is the same in the kingdom 

 If we really want the kingdom to grow, then we can’t be “blind” to it 

 We are the ones who have to live like it is apparent- for it is 
 

2. Making It Apparent Is Every Christian’s Responsibility- So If You Want A Bigger Harvest, Then You 

Need A Bigger Faith 
 

You may have noticed how Christ describes the man… 

 He is obviously a man of faith 

 A man of patience 

 A man of ambition 

 And that’s what Jesus says the kingdom is like 
 

Ques- Is your faith “Super-Sized” like this man’s? 
 

Illus- Super-Size Your Faith 
 

When it comes to faith, you do no harm in being “Super-Sized!” 
 

McDonalds’s is not the only one who can get sized up 

 You can too 

 In fact, it is good for you 
 



09-06-20 

Sunday  
4 

But you want to “Super-Size” your faith, not your waistline 

 Today, “Super-Size” means lots of large drinks and fries 
 

Ques- Why not Super-Size your faith? 
 

Illus- The Five Five Challenge 
 

Friday I wanted a hamburger. I heard Andy’s Restaurants had good ones so I took off to find one 

 Of course, I got there and discovered they had closed the store 

 But Google Maps told me there was an Andy’s nearby, so I took off for it 

 But I had no hopes of them being there, as I thought they had closed that store down too 
 

It was open, so I go in 

 I didn’t know which hamburger to buy, so I asked the girl- and she described several 

 Then I saw this advertisement for the The Five Five Challenge… 
 

55 oz. of burger with at least 4 trimmings on a bun, plus fries & a 24 oz. drink! 

If you can eat it all in 30 minutes or less, it’s FREE!  

And we’ll even put your name on our website for bragging rights 

If you can’t finish, you owe us 
 

Spiritually speaking, you are favored by God when you raise your sights 

 For when you raise your sights, faith will follow 
 

II. FOR THE PROMISE IS YOUR FAITH WILL BE REWARDED- BUT ONLY IF YOU ARE FAITHFUL- 

AND KEEP TO THE PURPOSE TO WHICH HE CALLED YOU (vs. 28) 
MK 4.28 

All by itself the soil produces grain—first the stalk, then the head, then the full kernel in the head. 
 

 

Mature saints don’t start out mature- any more than a seed makes a tree right away 

 Life in the kingdom must be learned- and put into practice 

 Just like a child cannot run until he learns how to crawl, then walk 
 

Not doing this results in a “spiritual cripple” 

 With crutches and wheelchairs 

 And before too long they become self-imposed cripples 

 They become- as Jesus says- the “walking dead” 
 

As Jesus says, 
LK 9.60 

Jesus said to him, “Let the dead bury their own dead, but you go and proclaim the kingdom of God.” 
61 

Still another 

said, “I will follow you, Lord; but first let me go back and say goodbye to my family.” 
62 

Jesus replied, “No one who puts 

a hand to the plow and looks back is fit for service in the kingdom of God.” 
 

Ques- Are you fit for the kingdom of God? 

 If you have faith like the seed Jesus is speaking of, then that day will happen 
 

1. Our Faith Is Rewarded Because God Is Always True To His Nature 
 

Ques- But what do you do if that’s not happening? 

 The man in the parable would check his seed 
 

As Jesus says, 
MT 7.16 

By their fruit you will recognize them. Do people pick grapes from thornbushes, or figs from thistles? 
17 

Likewise, 

every good tree bears good fruit, but a bad tree bears bad fruit.   
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The seed produces because it is in its nature, and if it is not bearing fruit, then you know it was bad seed all 

along 

 Bad seed will not reflect Christ 

 They are wayward children, meandering, and defeated 

 Looking around in all the wrong places 
 

Joke- Looking Where the Light is Better 
 

There is the story about the man looking for some lost money under the street light at night. A policeman started 

helping him look. After a few moments the policeman asked the man,  
 

“Exactly where did you lose the money?”  
 

The man replied, “Oh I lost it half way down the block.”  
 

The policeman said, “Then why are you searching here?”  
 

The man said, “Because the light is so much better!” 
 

Ques- What light shines in you? 

 Is there any light shining at all? 
 

If our seed is mustard, or figs, or apples, then that is what we would expect to find- same with us…  

 The Christian grows where planted- God put him there for that reason 

 The Christian is not whimsical- but patient and faithful- especially when no one is looking 

 The Christian does what God expects- until the time comes God comes with something better 
 

III. FOR GOD DOESN’T ALWAYS ACT SO OBVIOUSLY- BUT HIS WORD NEVER RETURNS 

VOID- IT STANDS THE TEST OF TIME (vs. 29) 
MK 4.29 

As soon as the grain is ripe, he puts the sickle to it, because the harvest has come.” 
 

In your own life you have been on a journey 

 Some things have happened to you unasked 

 Some of which were pleasing- others maybe not 

 And all of these life experiences have made you what you are 
 

But when you were saved, a new spirit was sown in you 

 And that means you now know who you are, whose you are, and where you are going 

 You are good seed 
 

We are like that man, and will do as Christ calls on us to do, and grow where planted 
 

1. And If We Grow Where Planted, Then We Make That Place An Heir To The Kingdom- And Where There 

Was No Green Grass Initially, Now The Grass IS Green Because Of Our Faithfulness In Watering 
 

Illus- Billy Graham 
 

There was a time when Billy Graham got lost going to the post office… 

 Early in his ministry he arrived in a small town to preach 

 Wanting to mail a letter, he comes across a young boy 

 Asking him where the post office was 
 

When the boy had him, Billy Graham thanked him and said, "If you'll come to the Church this evening, you can 

hear me tell everyone how to get to Heaven."  
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The boy looked at him and said, “Thanks, but I don't think I'll be there. You can’t even find your way to the post 

office." 
 

The moral of the story- for us, at least- isn’t that the evangelist Billy Graham got lost and found his way again 

 The moral of the story is that the evangelist found his way because a little boy grew where he was 

planted 

 He wasn’t looking for greener pastures 

 He watered the grass that was there, and met and gave directions to the great evangelist 
 

Conclusion 
LK 17.20 

When asked by the Pharisees when the kingdom of God would come, Jesus said, “The kingdom of God does not 

come with observation; 
21 

nor will they say, ‘See here!’ or ‘See there!’ For indeed, the kingdom of God is within you.” 
 

Ques- Is the kingdom within you? 

 If it is, it’s in your nature- and you must have a harvest 
 And as the man in the parable- who had Great Expectations- we can have it too 

 We can become many, even if there is “good seed” in just a few 

 

End of Sermon Prayer 
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