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HOW TO HAVE A ROCK SOLID FAITH 

Matthew 7.24-29 
MT 7.24 

“Everyone then who hears these words of mine and acts on them will be like a wise man who built his house on 

rock. 
25 

The rain fell, the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house, but it did not fall, because it had been 

founded on rock. 
MT 7.26 

And everyone who hears these words of mine and does not act on them will be like a foolish man 

who built his house on sand. 
27 

The rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew and beat against that house, and it 

fell—and great was its fall!” 
28 

Now when Jesus had finished saying these things, the crowds were astounded at his 

teaching, 
29 

for he taught them as one having authority, and not as their scribes. 
 

Intro 

Illus- Power Outages 
 

When I think of homeowners I usually don’t think about Jesus 

 But as he weaves this story into a parable we can see just how wise he can be 
 

He didn’t own a house, but he knew about them 

 He didn’t have power outages, but he certainly would have understood them 

 The basic things about life did not escape him 

 And as it was in his time- it is true for us today 
 

You might recall that a couple of weeks ago, we had another power outage 
 

Ques- Whenever there is a bad thunderstorm I’m always thinking, How long will the power outage last? 

 You gotta reset your clocks 

 Satellite TV 

 And if it’s at night it means you can’t read, watch TV, cook dinner, wash clothes 
 

You simply gotta wait for the power to come back on 
 

And so I got to be thinking about this as a hurricane makes its way toward Florida 
 

Power outages aren’t fun, but they are not the end of the world 

 You might not be able to stop them 

 But you can plan and prepare accordingly 
 

Illus- Power Outages 
 

We were in the middle of a Youth & Children Committee Meeting last Monday night when the rain came 

 And as it got darker there was thunder 

 And then the first flicker 

 And then the second flicker 

 The third time was the charm- when the lights went out 
 

But we kept meeting, and we used our cell phones as flashlights 
 

I figured I had no power at home- but when I got back to the parsonage I learned that I did 

 A neighbor called, asking me if I had any power 

 And I said, Yes, but theirs stayed off until about 10:00pm  
 

In moments like those, you have to grin and bear it- and just Have Faith they will come back on eventually 

 To have faith in the electric company 

 To have faith in the reliability of your neighbors 

 To have faith everything is a-ok 
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But sometimes, to say just “Have Faith” is easier to say than to do 

 We say that, but we don’t really want to do that 
 

1. But If God Wants Anything From Us- He Wants Us To Have A Rock Solid Faith Like Jesus- No Matter 

What Happens To You 
 

Illus- A Friend 
 

Imagine that this happened to you 

 It’s an ordinary afternoon 

 Your brothers are with you 

 And the three of you are working on a lawnmower 

 And the three of you are enjoying each other’s company 
 

And then something unexpected happens 
 

Ques- Isn’t it amazing how quickly circumstances can turn on you? 
 

When I saw our friend in the hospital he was taking it all in stride 

 But you know he had to have been frightened- the brothers too 

 The amazing thing was how well he took it 
 

Obviously, our friend is a wise man, he weathers storms well 

 Wisdom has depth and weight to it 

 And that’s the evidence of power and a rock solid faith 
 

Ques- And isn’t that what Jesus says we are to be and do? 
 

As he says, 
MT 7.24 

“Everyone then who hears these words of mine and acts on them will be like a wise man who built his house on 

rock.  
 

2. A Rock Solid Faith Is Like That- It Is Gradual & Persistent Movement In The Right Direction- And It 

Serves To Strengthen And Sustain You 
 

You never know what life will throw at you 

 Today your life may be roses 

 Tomorrow it may be something else 
 

Illus- A Dying Friend 
 

Lately we’ve been praying for and visiting a friend of ours- who is in the hospital over in New Bern 

 I first met this man when we went to see, Mama Mia! 

 I didn’t know him well prior to that time- except that the husband of a member 

 And so as we are sitting there eating dinner at Famous I got to know him 
 

I learned a few things about him- his relatives, his civic involvement 

 And realized here was a very nice, considerate man 

 We talked about his health condition, and that we were praying for him 
 

Lately, his condition has become more difficult 
 

I saw him in the hospital Friday, and I was expecting the visit to be short and mainly with family 
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 But when I came in he heard me 

 He opened his eyes 

 And he immediately said, “Well hello so nice to see you” 
 

Not what I expected  

 And we talked together, along with his sister 

 And had a pleasant conversation 
 

That was Friday morning, but if you back up and recall what’s been going on prior to that, he had been going 

through chemotherapy 

 He has had one challenge after another 

 Never thinking something like this would ever happen 

 But as we know- they do- and they set the course of your life in a new direction 
 

During these times, it is having a rock solid faith that sustains you 

 But to benefit from it, the time to develop it is now, not later 

 You want it when you need it 

 Before the trials & tribulations, confrontations & challenges overwhelm you 
 

That’s what the wise do, and Jesus tells you how….. 
 

I. IF YOU WANT TO BUILD A ROCK SOLID FAITH- THEN YOU MUST START WITH A STRONG 

FOUNDATION (vs. 24-25) 
MT 7.24 

“Everyone then who hears these words of mine and acts on them will be like a wise man who built his house on 

rock. 
25 

The rain fell, the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house, but it did not fall, because it had been 

founded on rock.  
 

This is the kind of story all of us can relate to 

 Hurricanes and tornadoes 

 Wind storms 

 Building a house 
 

Jesus might have also mentioned power outages too, if they had electricity like we do 

 But this parable isn’t told to impress us with building skills 

 He is telling us how to build a rock solid faith 
 

Illus- Cornerstone 
 

This building analogy is often referred to in the Bible  

 They are often prophecies referring to Jesus 
 
ISA 28.16 

“See, I lay a stone in Zion, a tested stone, a precious cornerstone for a sure foundation; the one who relies on it will 

never be stricken…” 
 

Ques- But how does this reference to masonry inform our spirituality? 
 

1. It Is Simply This- Whatever You Build Needs To Be On A Strong Foundation- As You Build A House On 

Solid Rock, You Build A Life On The Solid Rock Of Jesus Too 
 

In life, there are things to learn and things to do 

 And it’s also true in spiritual life 

 Faith grows through principled action 

 Things to learn- but also things to do- like traveling in a car to your destination… 
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Illus- Slow Drivers 
 

Riding to and from the hospital yesterday I was traveling on highway 55 

 Two lanes all the way to New Bern and back 

 And wouldn’t you know it- when you are in a hurry you got to have a truck in front of you doing 40mph 

 It figures 
 

Ques- Why is it when you are in a hurry there are people driving slowly who are in front of you? 
 

Anyway, there were actually two trucks on highway 55, and after I got around them it was smooth sailing 

 For about 2 miles 
 

Another aggravation 

 This time it was farming equipment 

 But they weren’t doing 40mph in a 55mph zone 

 They were doing 15mph in a 55mph zone 
 

Ques- How lucky am I? 
 

Finally, the nice farmer pulls over for the cars behind him, and I zoom off 

 Smooth sailing again 
 

Ques- But guess what happened? 

 This time it wasn’t vehicles 

 It was the Department of Transportation 
 

Ques- Do you ever get the impression sometimes there’s a message when these things happen? 

 You might say, God did it to slow you down 

 But speeding isn’t my problem 

 I don’t drive fast like some friends we know 
 

Sometimes life challenges you 

 Just so you can see the depth and weight of the foundation you already have 

 And if you are listening, it tells you where you need improvement 
 

2. That’s Why You Want To Have A Rock Solid Faith BEFORE You Need It- Not After 
 

Knowing about strong foundations is not the same thing as having it 

 And that’s only the beginning 

 There is so much more 
 

As Paul says, 
GAL 5.22 

But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 
23 

gentleness and self-

control. Against such things there is no law.  
 

II. A ROCK SOLID FOUNDATION WILL GIVE YOU SPIRITUAL STRENGTH TO WITHSTAND 

ANY STORM THAT CHALLENGES YOU (vs. 26-27) 
MT 7.26 

And everyone who hears these words of mine and does not act on them will be like a foolish man who built his 

house on sand. 
27 

The rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew and beat against that house, and it fell—and great 

was its fall!” 
 

Illus- Rain Storms 
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When we had our rain storm a couple weeks ago, it didn’t last long 

 There was thunder & lightening 

 And in less than an hour the damage was done 
 

But now it is Hurricane season, and Dorian could be more severe 
 

Ques- So do you think the time to check your power generator is now- or later? 

 Buy some gas? 

 Food in the pantry? 

 Plenty of water? 
 

You might say, I’ll get it when I need it 
 

Ques- So, how close does Dorian need to be before you prepare yourself? 

 You might say, It’s not headed this way 

 Are you sure? 

 Are you willing to risk to house- your life- on that? 
 

Ques- Wouldn’t Jesus say it is the foolish man who waits too long- does too little- or doesn’t plan at all? 
 

1. God’s Goal Is Building Rock Solid Disciples Like Jesus- To Have Faith And To Share It- With Those 

Who Also Need It  
 

Spiritually speaking, building a house is just an analogy 

 But building a rock solid faith does more- reaches farther- and impacts everything 

 A good building contractor isn’t necessarily a Christian- no matter how good he is 
 

So when Jesus says… 

 Go out and make disciples- that’s what you do 

 When Jesus says go the second mile- that’s what you do 

 When Jesus says love your enemies- that’s what you do 

 When Jesus says pray for your persecutors- that’s what you do 

 When Jesus says be forgiving, be kind, be merciful, be giving- that’s what you do 
 

As Jesus says, 
MT 7.26 

“…everyone who hears these words of mine and does not act on them will be like a foolish man…” 
 

2. Christ’s Calling Is Always A Call To Action- But Not Any Action- But Christ-Centered, Bible-Based, 

Ministry Focused Action 
 

Don’t let worldly people confuse you 

 If the solution is simple, it doesn’t mean it isn’t profound 

 Half measures avail little because little is offered 
 

As Jesus says, 
MT 7.21 

“Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only the one who does the will 

of my Father who is in heaven. 
 

III. A ROCK SOLID FAITH MEETS EVERY CHALLENGE WITH SELF-CONTROL- FOR WHATEVER 

GOD CALLS YOU TO HE WILL SEE YOU THROUGH (vs. 28-29) 
MT 7.28 

Now when Jesus had finished saying these things, the crowds were astounded at his teaching, 
29 

for he taught them 

as one having authority, and not as their scribes. 
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Illus- God Says You Can 
 

I repeatedly hear people say how they can’t do things 

 You hear about aching backs 

 And trouble with children 

 And money problems 

 And doctor’s appointments 

 And prescription medicine 
 

But when I hear this, I think of Joni Erikson Tada 

 I think of the saying, What God Has Called You To- He Will See Your Through 

 I think of the testimonies of scripture throughout the ages 
 

And I remember what Jesus says, 
JN 16.33 

“I have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace. In this world you will have trouble. But take heart! 

I have overcome the world.” 
 

Trouble has an uncanny way of appearing 

 And when it does, it has a way of exposing you 

 The quality of your faith, and what God has called us to do 
 

But it’s our choice… 

 You don’t have to memorize scripture 

 You don’t have to go to worship services or Sunday school 

 You don’t have to participate in prayer 

 You don’t have to exercise your spiritual gifts 

 You don’t have to tithe or be generous 
 

And you don’t have to have a rock solid faith too 

 But when the times comes that you need it, you will want it to be there 
 

Conclusion 

In the end we don’t want Jesus to say that we were foolish 

 Rather, we want to be the wise ones- the faithful ones 

 Those who are not just making a living- but designing our lives- with a faith that is rock solid 

 And one which inspires others to Jesus Christ too 
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