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SERVICE WITH A SMILE 

John 2.25-26; 15.11 
JN 12.25 

Anyone who loves their life will lose it, while anyone who hates their life in this world will keep it for eternal 

life. 
26 

Whoever serves me must follow me; and where I am, my servant also will be. My Father will honor the one who 

serves me. 
 

Intro 

When God calls a person- he never calls them without the intention of blessing them 

 And to do this, he blesses in some very important, special ways 

 Such as the blessing of spiritual gifts 

 And service 

 These are ways in which God blesses, what are appropriately entitled as “unmerited favor” 
 

We might not see this or realize this, but that’s what it is 

 And that’s also what salvation is 

 A gift of “unmerited favor” 

 And it is not a one-time gift either, but a gift that keeps on giving 
 

Illus- Let’s Make A Deal 
 

There used to be a game show on TV that originated in 1963, called “Let’s Make A Deal” 
 

You might remember the host… Monty Hall  

 He passed away a couple of years ago at the age of 96 

 He was host of that show for more than 30 years 

 Many loved it 

 I was always hoping that the players would choose the correct door to get the new car 
 

Getting gifts from Monty Hall might mean you are lucky 

 And it’s nice 

 It’s better than getting nothing  

 But it’s not the best way to live your life 

 There is a better way, such as… 
 
ACTS 20.35 

It is more blessed to give than to receive 
 

This is the better way- and it’s proof positive that a disciple understands what Jesus is saying- and it shows up 

as “unmerited favor” in other people’s lives… 

 To love those- whom others won’t 

 To serve those-who no one else will 

 To have mercy- on the unmerciful 

 To forgive- the unforgiving 

 To pray- for those who persecute you and others 
  

Illus- Mr. Holland’s Opus 
 

You might remember the movie, Mr. Holland’s Opus 

 It’s based on a true story, and it stars Richard Dreyfus 

 About a frustrated music teacher in Portland, Oregon 
 

It’s set in the ‘60’s, where his real desire to be a famous composer 

 But he takes a job at a high school 

 Thinking the job was temporary 
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At first he works at school all day- composes all night- but as family demands increase he realizes his dream of 

becoming famous is fading away  
 

At the end of the movie he is fighting in vain to keep his job 

 And now, he realizes what his real life’s work was 

 A 35 year career of pouring his heart into the lives of young people 
 

Sadly, he loses his job anyway 

 His wife and son come to help him pack 

 And as they are leaving they hear noise in the auditorium 

 Because school is out, he opens the door to see what it is 
 

To his amazement he sees a capacity audience  

 They greet him with a standing ovation while playing songs learned from Mr. Holland 
 

And then, the Governor of Oregon arrives 

 She was an old student of his 

 And as she speaks she says…  
 

Look around you. There is not a life in this room that you have not touched, and each one of us is a better 

person because of you. We are your symphony, Mr. Holland. We are the melodies and the notes of your opus. 

And we are the music of your life.        
 

Ques- I wonder whether we realize that our service to God is to be viewed much the same way? 

 For the Christian, the blessings God gives are always the best 

 And often they come in ways you don’t expect 
 

1. That Is Why Jesus Said My Father Will Honor The One Who Serves Me 
 

As he says, 
JN 12.26 

Whoever serves me must follow me; and where I am, my servant also will be. My Father will honor the one who 

serves me. 
 

Service is always appreciated 

 For in it there is the often unsaid recognition that it is sacrificial and unexpected 
 

Illus- Gas Station 
 

Ques- Do you remember the old days when you didn’t have to pump your own gas? 

 I can recall a time when we High School boys were getting jobs pumping gas 

 And if you remember those days, they used to lift up the hood 

 Check your oil 

 Clean your windshield 

 All at no charge 
 

Ques- So what happened to “Service With A Smile”? 

 These days you are lucky if the credit card reader has paper in it 

 They are certainly not going to pump your gas, check your oil, or clean your windshield 
 

Illus- Gomer Pyle 
 

Ques- Who wouldn’t like going to a gas station and running into a Gomer Pyle? 

 But these days, gas stations don’t want the expense- or the headache- of gas station attendants 
 



08-25-19 

Sunday  
3 

But if the church is anything, it is called to service. As Jesus says, 
LK 22.27 

For who is greater, the one who is at the table or the one who serves? Is it not the one who is at the table? But I am 

among you as one who serves. 
 

2. The Reason Why God Exalts Service So Much Is Because Of His Plan Of Redemption- Someone Has 

Gotta Go Out And Touch Someone 
 

Illus- Reach Out And Touch Someone 
 

You might remember the AT&T commercial “Reach Out And Touch Someone” 
 

This commercial turned out to be one of the oldest- and successful- in all of TV history 
 

Ques- Is redemption anything if not… Reach Out And Touch Someone? 

 It’s not simply housekeeping duties 

 God’s plan has always been to carry the gospel out- not stay in 
 

As Jesus says, 
MT 28.19 

Therefore go and make disciples of all nations… 
 

I. TO FOLLOW JESUS MEANS NOTHING LESS THAN SERVICE WITH A SMILE (vs. 25) 
JN 12.25 

Anyone who loves their life will lose it, while anyone who hates their life in this world will keep it for eternal life.  
 

When you read the scriptures, one thing you plainly see is the rapid growth of believers 

 Christianity spread quickly 

 And one of the reasons for it was- it is a religion that at its core is love 
 

Joke- Diet 
 

You might recall the story about the woman who was trying to lose weight 

 She had to change her route to work to avoid the bakery.   

 But one day, she accidentally drove by- and in the window was a host of her favorite donuts.. 
 

She prayed, "Lord, it's up to you...  but if you want me to have any of those donuts, create a parking place in 

front of the donut shop."  
 

And God answered her prayer 

 On the eighth time around the block, there it was!  
 

Ques- Do you ever look for the “Hot Donuts” sign at Krispy Kreme? 

 You might love donuts 

 But Jesus is not referring to loving things 
 

Jesus says, 
JN 13.34 

“A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. 
35 

By this 

everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.” 

 

Notice that Jesus says it’s a new command 

 Clearly, the implication is the apostles didn’t love or serve any better than we do 
 

1. But To Follow Jesus Means Nothing Less- Jesus Loved Us By Serving Us- And He Calls On Us To Do 

The Same Thing Too 
 

Not to understand this might mean not being a Christian at all. As he says, 
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LK 22.25 
“The kings of the Gentiles lord it over them; and those who exercise authority over them call themselves 

Benefactors. 
26 

But you are not to be like that. Instead, the greatest among you should be like the youngest, and the one 

who rules like the one who serves.  
 

And Jesus served everyone- and not all were Jews… 

 He served a Canaanite woman- whose daughter was demon possessed (Mt. 15.21) 

 He taught the value of service- in the parable of the Good Samaritan (Luke 10.25-37) 

 He healed a demon possessed man in Gadara (Luke 8.26-39) 

 And he saved a whole community of Samaritans- in the story of the woman at the well (John 4.1-42) 
 

2. The Role Of The Christian Is Unique- We Serve All- Because God Loves All 
 

Illus- God’s Love Needs To Be Expressed  
 

God’s love needs to be expressed somehow 

 And nothing beats it than service 

 Everyone likes a servant 

 Everyone likes a smile 

 Everyone likes the Gomer Pyles, and the Forrest Gump’s  

 Everyone loves the love of one’s own mother 
 

Even a dog is smart enough to know this instinctively  
 

Ques- Does a dog ever do anything than smile? 

 Does a dog ever do anything than wag his tail? 
 

If you take the service out of our religion you don’t have very much 

 To follow Jesus is the way of the wise 

 And it is available to all, not just a few 
 

II. THE OPPORTUNITY TO SERVE JESUS IS OPEN TO ALL WHO WANT IT (vs. 26) 
26 

Whoever serves me must follow me; and where I am, my servant also will be. My Father will honor the one who serves 

me. 
 

Ques- Have you ever asked yourself the question- Why does my faith seem so dry? 

 Or maybe you have said, What can I do to strengthen my faith- or my walk with Jesus? 
 

The answer is simple, and it is within your power to solve 
 

1. God Gives Opportunity To All- He Set It Up That Way Purposely- To Bless You, If You Choose 
 

Ques- Ask yourself, What is God calling me to be or do? 

 Just start with what’s in front of you 

 Do your best and God will do the rest  
 

Illus- When God Is Proud 
 

It’s amazing to read how in the early days 3,000 people could be saved in one day 

 Yet the scripture testifies to it 
 

It’s amazing how a Joni Erikson Tada- became as accomplished as she was 

 Yet her life as a quadriplegic never slowed her down 
 

It’s amazing how God chooses the least- and they turn out to be the most prolific 

 Not because of their abilities 
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 But because of God’s mercy 
 

It tells you something about the character of God…. 

 God is not particularly impressed with our abilities 

 Our influence 

 Our ambition 

 Or fame or fortune 
 

God is proud when a person surrenders 

 When a person serves 

 When a person gets themselves out of the way- and puts Jesus in his place 
 

III. AND GOD SET IT UP THAT WAY- SO THAT SERVICE IS THE SOURCE OF HAPPINESS (Jn. 15.11) 
JN 15.11 

I have told you this so that my joy may be in you and that your joy may be complete. 
 

Everyone loves a servant 

 Everyone loves a smile 

 Everyone loves the Gomer Pyle’s, and the Forrest Gump’s  

 And the love of one’s own mother 
 

1. A Servant Is Universally Loved- And That’s The Difference Between The Heart Of A Christian- And One 

Who Isn’t 
 

Obviously, the implication is that the service comes from the heart 

 A desire to serve God’s people under all conditions 

 And like our Lord who led by example, to give one’s life for the benefit of others 
 

Conclusion 

And that’s what we seek to recognize today…. 

 The laying on of hands ceremony has a long tradition  

 To recognize and affirm the need for dedicated servants of God 
 

At this time I invite Jimmy Melvin to come forward, followed by the ordained body of the church for the laying 

on of hands, followed by all others who wish to do so…. 
 

August 25, 2019 

Fort Barnwell Baptist Church 
Fort Barnwell, NC  28526 

 
Reese Blanchett 2019 

Sermon outlines may be used for preaching and teaching purposes 

But may not be published or sold. 
 

Disclaimer: I wish to express my gratitude to all the saints before me who are traveling the Narrow Way. Their love and generosity is reflected in my own humble 

efforts to prepare sermons for the body of Christ. Grace and Peace. 


