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SEEING LIFE FROM GOD’S VIEW 

2 Corinthians 13.5-11 
2CO 13:5 Examine yourselves to see whether you are in the faith; test yourselves. Do you not realize that Christ Jesus is 

in you--unless, of course, you fail the test? 2CO 13:6 And I trust that you will discover that we have not failed the test. 

2CO 13:7 Now we pray to God that you will not do anything wrong. Not that people will see that we have stood the test 

but that you will do what is right even though we may seem to have failed. 2CO 13:8 For we cannot do anything against 

the truth, but only for the truth. 2CO 13:9 We are glad whenever we are weak but you are strong; and our prayer is for 

your perfection. 2CO 13:10 This is why I write these things when I am absent, that when I come I may not have to be 

harsh in my use of authority--the authority the Lord gave me for building you up, not for tearing you down. 2CO 13:11 

Finally, brothers, good-by. Aim for perfection, listen to my appeal, be of one mind, live in peace. And the God of love and 

peace will be with you. 
 

Intro  

Knowing that there is a whole different reality than the one we see is a difficult adjustment for many  

 It’s not that life from God’s view isn’t real or that the scripture doesn’t teach it 

 It’s just that we can’t experience it with our 5 senses 
 

Over and over again, Jesus makes clear that not only is the kingdom a reality, but that we are to live in it 
 

Instead, we see life differently, in less real ways… 
 

Illus- The Metaphor of TV 
 

Like watching television. Think of all the channels available to you… 

 There are literally 100’s of channels to choose from 

 All impressing upon us the reality of what we are seeing- even though we aren’t there 

 You can literally become obsessed with television 
 

In 2017 alone, Americans spent five hours and four minutes of television per day on average (35.5 h/week, 

slightly more than 77 days per year). 
 

It captures the imagination, and causes us to escape reality 

 Not engage in it 

 And it causes us to question reality too 

 Even though we know it’s not real life too 
 

But true reality is not any of these things- True reality is to see life from God’s view 
 
LK 17.20 

Once, on being asked by the Pharisees when the kingdom of God would come, Jesus replied, “The coming of the 

kingdom of God is not something that can be observed, 
21 

nor will people say, ‘Here it is,’ or ‘There it is,’ because the 

kingdom of God is in your midst.” 
 

We think of TV- and we say, Of course we know it’s not real 

 We think of life in the Spirit- and we say, Of course we know it’s real 

 Yet we spend more than 5 hours per day engaged with the unreal 

 And when it comes to the real- we say one thing- and do another 
 

1. But Jesus Says Differently- As He Says, Where Two Or More Are Gathered In His Name- He Is There 
 

Illus- TV Evangelists 
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Lately I’ve been watching more and more of the TV Evangelists on TV and the radio 

 You probably have your favorites 

 But like in all matters of TV, popularity does not mean they are good standing with God 
 

Ques- So what do they stand for? 

 Do they preach the gospel? 

 The cross of Christ? 

 And does their life show evidence of that? 
 

We don’t want to dedicate- or commit ourselves- to what isn’t real 
 

2. We Want To Gather In The Spirit Of Christ- Not A Caricature Of Him We Might See On TV 
 

As Paul says, 
EPH 4.1

 As a prisoner for the Lord, then, I urge you to live a life worthy of the calling you have received. 
2 
Be completely 

humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one another in love. 
3 
Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through 

the bond of peace. 
4 
There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called to one hope when you were called;

5 
one 

Lord, one faith, one baptism; 
6 
one God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all. 

 

Illus- Unity 
 

When we think of who our friends are, no one comes close to Jesus 

 Sitcoms are contrived 

 Dramas are merely a distraction 

 And soap operas are intended to scandalize 

 But real life is not that way 
 

Ques- So what’s life really like? 

 Is real life only your version of it? 
 

It is easy to get “stuck” in one channel, when there are so many others available to you 

 As Paul says, we are to aim for perfection 

 Not that we can achieve it, but that we try 
 

Illus- Brain 
 

You may have heard the urban legend about the brain 

 It goes by the 10% rule 

 That most people never use more that 10% of their brain capacity 

 

Illus- The Million Dollar Brain 
 

There’s a story about a wealthy man who was terminally ill. The doctor said, "There’s only one thing that will 

save you. A brain transplant. It’s an experimental operation. And it’s very expensive." 
 

The wealthy guy said, "Money is no object. Can you get me a brain?" The doctor said, "We have three available 

right now. The first one was from a college professor. But it’ll cost you $10,000." 
 

The guy said, "Don’t worry. I can pay. What about the second brain?" The doctor said, "It was from a rocket 

scientist. It’ll cost you $100,000." 
 

The man said, "I have the money. And I’d be a lot smarter too. But tell me about the third brain." 
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The doctor said, "The third brain is from our preacher. But it would set you back a million dollars." The man 

said, "A million dollars? Why so much for his brain?" 
 

The doctor said, "Well, it’s never been used." 
 

When Jesus came to save us, he came bearing a new reality- apart from what we see around us 

 To see life from God’s view 

 To replace our failing eyesight and replace ours with his 

 The true reality 

 A world governed by kingdom rules, by a loving God, by the truth of scripture, by the Holy Spirit  
 

As Paul said, 
RO 12:2 Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then 

you will be able to test and approve what God's will is--his good, pleasing and perfect will. 
 

Your view of life- controls your life. That’s what Paul meant when he said, 
2CO 13:5 Examine yourselves to see whether you are in the faith; test yourselves. Do you not realize that Christ Jesus is 

in you--unless, of course, you fail the test? 
 

In today’s scripture we see how the church at Corinth got a word from Paul 

 And what Paul did about it 

 That Jesus didn’t come to keep them the way they always had been- but to make them what they were 

unable to see 
 

So he starts out with a common metaphor everyone is familiar with… 

I. LIFE IS A TEST (vs. 5-7) 
2CO 13:5 Examine yourselves to see whether you are in the faith; test yourselves. Do you not realize that Christ Jesus is 

in you--unless, of course, you fail the test? 2CO 13:6 And I trust that you will discover that we have not failed the test. 

2CO 13:7 Now we pray to God that you will not do anything wrong. Not that people will see that we have stood the test 

but that you will do what is right even though we may seem to have failed. 
 

Illus- Where’s the Beef? 
 

I love those early commercials, especially the Wendy’s lady who complained, “Where’s the beef?” 
 

All of us are looking for that “…something more…” 
 

Ques- Have you ever been shorted by your French fries? 

 Or maybe it was the ice in your coke? 

 Or your coffee was cold? 
 

Now, these are not life and death issues- but there are life and death issues that test our faith 
 

1. We Cannot Hide The Quality Of Our Faith- In Realization 
 

As Paul says, 
2CO 13:5 Examine yourselves to see whether you are in the faith; test yourselves. Do you not realize that Christ Jesus is 

in you--unless, of course, you fail the test? 
 

It all comes down to spiritual discernment… 

 Paul uses the word realization 

 Notice that he doesn’t fall back on proof texting 
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 There was no text 
 

Your beliefs either supports your realization- or you change them 
 

Illus- KJV Only 
 

I’ve known of those who are KJV Only believers 

 Their belief is that anyone who denies the KJV is engaging in spiritual risk taking 
 

But they are not the only ones 

 Consider other denominations, other faiths 

 Some might believe that outside the church there is no salvation 

 They might believe in veneration of Mary 

 Or that a particular  member of the clergy is infallible on matters of faith and practice 
 

And so Paul says, 
2CO 13:5 Do you not realize that Christ Jesus is in you--unless, of course, you fail the test? 
 

2. We Cannot Hide The Quality Of Our Faith- In Practice 
 

Illus- A Dog’s Love 
 

Ques- Have you ever had someone say that they loved you all the time- but you didn’t believe them? 

 Contrast that experience with the one who loves you but never says so 
 

Maybe you grew up with pets 

 And even now, when you go into homes- dogs always come up to you to play 
 

Ques- But how long will that dog be around if you don’t play with him? 

 Or feed him? 

 Take care of him? 
 

Before long that dog will go find another master to take care of him 
 

God loves people, just test him and see, 
JN 3.16 

For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have 

eternal life.  
 

He died for them 

 He not only said so 

 He proved it 

 And that’s one test we ought not fail as well 
 

II. ANOTHER THING PAUL REMINDS US OF IS THAT…LIFE IS A TRUST (vs. 8-9) 
2CO 13:8 For we cannot do anything against the truth, but only for the truth. 2CO 13:9 We are glad whenever we are 

weak but you are strong; and our prayer is for your perfection. 
 

I think we all love the idea of perfection. As Jesus says, 
MT 5.48 

Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father which is in heaven is perfect. 
 

Illus- Blind Spots 
 

On all the newer car you are starting to see these little lights on the rearview mirrors 
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 They serve as a signal for cars that might be in your blind spot 

 It’s a nice feature that helps us stay safe 
 

Ques- But what about blind spots in one’s character? 

 Jesus says be perfect 

 So, how would you grade yourself? 

 A-F? 

 What aspects of your personality- or what aspects the Lord has revealed- are you working on? 
 

Ques- We expect other people to act perfectly to us- but what about us to them? 
 

As Paul says, 
ROM 5.8 

But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us. 
 

1. We Have Been Given A Trust That Is Meant To Be Shared 
 

Illus- Rich Young Ruler 
 

You might remember the story of the rich, young ruler 

 He thought he was already perfect 

 He knew the scriptures 

 He could repeat it back 

 He even told Jesus he had kept the Law perfectly already 
 

But Jesus said, 
MT 19.21 

 “If you want to be perfect, go, sell your possessions and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in 

heaven. Then come, follow me.” 
22 

When the young man heard this, he went away sad, because he had great wealth. 
 

He never got perfection because that’s not what he wanted 
 

A lot of people say they “believe” in Jesus- but they fail him repeatedly 

 And as blind spots go, it’s a failure we ought not tolerate for long 
 

Illus- “Call Blocking” 
 

On my phone at home I have this feature called “Call Blocking” 

 I didn’t know I had it 

 One day I saw it there are tried it 

 And I’ve been using it ever since 
 

And that’s the problem…we have had our trust violated too many times 

 swindlers 

 salesmen 

 bankers 

 lawyers 

 politicians 

 car dealers 

 grocery stores 
 

Anywhere and everywhere we go 

 And it is so bad some try to protect themselves by not picking up their phones 
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Ques- But if we don’t inspire trust- who will? 

 Life from God’s view can be viewed differently from our view 
 

As Jesus says, 
JN 14.6 

Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. 
 

III. AND LASTLY, PAUL SAYS THAT… LIFE IS A TRANSITION (vs. 10-11) 
2CO 13:10 This is why I write these things when I am absent, that when I come I may not have to be harsh in my use of 

authority--the authority the Lord gave me for building you up, not for tearing you down. 2CO 13:11 Finally, brothers, 

good-by. Aim for perfection, listen to my appeal, be of one mind, live in peace. And the God of love and peace will be 

with you. 
 

Illus- Boot Camp 
 

In the military there is a clear cut process from moving up the ladder- what they call the chain of command 

 You start with boot camp 

 And training schools 

 And first commands 

 And depending on which service- there are rotations from the front lines of service to others 
 

And as you gain time and experience you move up 
 

Just like in school 

 There is preschool 

 Kindergarden 

 Grade school 

 Middle school 

 High school  

 College 
 

And we mark our progress by the ways in which we successfully pass each hurdle 
 

And the church has them too 

 That’s one reason why church is so valuable 

 It eases the transitions throughout all of life 
 

1. Rites Of Passage Serves As A Means To Help Us Identify Greater Maturity And Faith 
 

Illus- Rites Of Passage 
 

The church has some familiar ones… 

 Baptism 

 Catechsim 

 First Communion 

 Marriage  

 Death  
 

2. Rituals Serve Us By Strengthening Faith & Practice, As Well As Instill Values To Last A Lifetime 
 

Illus- Church Seating 
 

That is what we hope to do every Sunday morning. They are intended to be celebrated together 
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 Marriage together 

 Funerals together 

 Worship together 

 Serving together 

 Fellowship together 
 

All of them ought to be a cause for celebration and joy 
 

Conclusion 

To see your life from God’s view means that we re-prioritize 

 Jesus came for that reason 

 To recognize our perfection is his will- not ours- for there is no imperfection in heaven 

 And the way to get there is to see what he sees- and trust his point of view 
 

End of Sermon Prayer 
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