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PATIENT ENDURANCE 

Romans 15.1-7 
1
 We who are strong ought to bear with the failings of the weak and not to please ourselves. 

2
 Each of us should please our 

neighbors for their good, to build them up. 
3
 For even Christ did not please himself but, as it is written: “The insults of 

those who insult you have fallen on me.”  
 
4
 For everything that was written in the past was written to teach us, so that through the endurance taught in the Scriptures 

and the encouragement they provide we might have hope. 
5
 May the God who gives endurance and encouragement give 

you the same attitude of mind toward each other that Christ Jesus had,  
 
6
 so that with one mind and one voice you may glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

7
 Accept one another, 

then, just as Christ accepted you, in order to bring praise to God. 
 

Intro  

I have heard it said that patience is a virtue 

 The Bible might call it patient endurance 

 We might call it tolerance 

 And still others might say, “If you don’t have anything nice to say, don’t say anything at all.” 
 

Either way, all of us- at times- could benefit by being a little more virtuous 
 

Illus- Noticing Impatient People 
 

Here are a couple of examples… 
 

Ques- Have you ever been stopped at a red light that never changed? 

 Did you ever run the red light? 
 

Ques- Or you order a pizza, and you are still waiting 30 minute later? 
 

Ques- Do you get in the Wal-Mart line for 12 items- when someone in front of you has 30? 
 

It stands to reason that the more like Christ we become- the more patient endurance we will have to display 
 

Even Jesus expressed frustration at times… 

MK 9.19 
“You unbelieving generation,” Jesus replied, “how long shall I stay with you? How long shall I put up with you? 

Bring the boy to me.” 
 

Given this, the assumption is that if he had to deal with this- we will too 

 There will always be the unvirtuous around you 
 

The more you advance, the more you are tested… 

 The boss who has an anger problem 

 The child who is temperamental about what he will eat 

 The spouse who is secretive 

 The traffic we deal with every day 
 

Ques- Would you say we are more patient- or less patient- as time goes on? 
 

1. We Must Have Patient Endurance- For God Is Patient With Us- And He Uses Us To Share His Gospel 
 

This isn’t easy, for we live in a world growing less tolerant all the time? 
 

Illus- Top 10 Annoying Things People Do 
 

A food company made a list of the 100 most annoying things people do- here are just a few annoying things 
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they say they do... 

1. People who tailgate 

2. People who smell 

3. People who eat with their mouth open 

4. People who cough and do not cover their mouths 
 

2. Scripture Tells Us To Endure In Order That We May Encourage 
 

Illus- Things That Annoy Me 
 

All of us have these things- yet scripture says “…to bear with the failings of the weak to build them up…” 
 

Here are a few that get me… 

 People who make fun of disadvantaged people 

 People who don’t wash their hands after going to the bathroom 

 People who won’t let other people talk 

 People who honk their horn at me- even when I am doing what I am supposed to 

 People who lie to you- then deny it 

 People who steal 
 

People do a lot of things they shouldn’t do, and still they expect to be excused… 
 

Illus- Excuses 
 

I was reading a Reader’s Digest article about actual excuses people make to get out of going to work. Here is 

what some said… 

 "I dreamed I was fired, so I didn’t want to get out of bed." 

 "I didn’t have money for gas, because all the pawnshops were closed." 

 "My dog dialed 911, and the police wanted to question me about what ’really’ happened."  
 

And for not doing your homework… 

 “A fellow student fell in a lake, and I jumped in to rescue him but unfortunately my homework 

drowned.” 
 

The motives are many- but as anyone can see- they are dishonest 
 

Ques- So what should we do? 

 We will have moments when truth telling won’t be so easilt accepted 

 Ulterior motives exist too 

 But no matter what theys do… 
 

3. They Are Not Dishonoring You- They Are Dishonoring The Christ Who Sent You 
 

As Paul says, 
ROM 15.3

 For even Christ did not please himself but, as it is written: “The insults of those who insult you have fallen on me.” 
 

Illus- Cross Bearing 
 

The story has been told of a man who constantly complained about the size of the cross he had been called to 

bear. He was convinced he had it more difficult in life than anybody.  

 Nobody had gone through the things in life he had  

 If only he could talk to God face to face about this  

 But his complaining was so bad it began to get on heaven’s nerves 
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Finally an angel comes down and takes the man to heaven where crosses were assigned 
 

He told the man, “Look, all you do is complain about the size of your cross. I’m going to take you into the room 

of crosses and you choose which one you want to bear.”  
 

The man finally got a smile on his face.  

 When he went into the room, he saw crosses of all sizes.  

 Some seemed as tall as four and five story buildings.  

 And as he went through the room, he finally noticed two crosses, one was about three feet high and the 

other was four feet.  
 

He yelled out, “…that’s the cross that I want…” as he pointed to the small cross that was about four feet tall.  
 

He didn’t want to seem too immature by getting the smallest one. 
 

The angel said, “What, are you sure that’s the cross you want?”  
 

The man replied, “Look, you don’t know what I’ve been through. I’m not carrying any of these large crosses.”  
 

The angel said, “Well, the only reason I asked is because that’s the cross you had before you got here.” 
 

There is a big reward for those who do the Lord’s work 
 

I. SAINTS BUILD UP THE BODY WHEN THEY BEAR UP UNDER THE STRAIN (vs. 1-3) 
1
 We who are strong ought to bear with the failings of the weak and not to please ourselves. 

2
 Each of us should please our 

neighbors for their good, to build them up. 
3
 For even Christ did not please himself but, as it is written: “The insults of 

those who insult you have fallen on me.”  
 

Illus- Irritating Habits 
    

I came across something called, “The Noble Art of Annoying People.”  
 

Here are just a few examples of irritating things that people say get on their nerves… 

1. At the Laundromat, using a different dryer for each of your socks 

2. Instead of sitting down at a restaurant, stand by the register and eat all the complimentary mints 

3. Always having to have the last word 

4. Or always having to be right 

5. Slow internet connections 

6. Dog owners that don't clean up after their dog 
 

Ques- So how well do you bear up with the stress points in your life? 

 At those moments, are you a blessing or a burden to your faith? 

 And what about blind spots in you? 

 Or don;t you have them too? 
 
1 COR 13.4 

Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. 
5 
It does not dishonor others, it is 

not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. 
6 
Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the 

truth. 
7 
It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres. 

 

1. If We Are Willing To Take On Greater Strain- Then We Are Able To Build Up The Body  
 

This means, of course- turning the other cheek 

 Going the second mile 

 Offering up one’s coat- and cloak 
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 Pray for one’s persecutors 

 Be meek  

 Be forgiving 

 Love the least 
 

These are just a few of the commands of Jesus 

 But the blessing is in the doing- mere talk won’t do 
 

2. Patient Endurance Means Not Just Taking On The Easy Jobs- But The Tough Jobs Too 
 

Illus- Going That Extra Mile 

 

And this is where the rubber meets the road… 

 That extra hospital visit- when you would rather go home and watch a ball game 

 Sitting next to a visitor- or one of God’s least- at a community meal, rather than your best friends 

 Committing to your commitments- rather than looking to get out of them or getting someone else to do 

what you previously agreed to do 
 

I once heard Adrian Rogers say, “There will be many saints in heaven who will receive a greater reward than 

Billy Graham when they get to heaven.” 
 

And that is true 

 

II. WE NEED TO BE THE CHANGE WE WISH TO SEE (vs. 4-5) 
4
 For everything that was written in the past was written to teach us, so that through the endurance taught in the Scriptures 

and the encouragement they provide we might have hope. 
5
 May the God who gives endurance and encouragement give 

you the same attitude of mind toward each other that Christ Jesus had,  
 

It should be our goal to give God what he wants- and not what we want 

 WWJD comes to mind 

 His goal is always redemptive 
 

1. Redemption Is The Name Of The Game- If A Man Cannot Endure When Tasked- Then He Has Failed A 

Crucial Ministerial Test 
 

Consider what Jesus says, 
MT 16.24 

If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow me. 
25 

For whoever would 

save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake will find it. 
 

Illus- James Patterson & Peter Kim, “The Day America Told the Truth.” 
 

There was an interesting book recently that was titled, “The Day America Told the Truth.”  

 87% said the 10 commandments have no moral validity 

 86% admitted to lying regularly to their parents  

 75% say they lie to their friends  

 74% say they can steal without remorse  

 64% said they would lie if it was to their advantage 
 

There comes a time when our true nature is revealed 

 A lot of people know what the Bible says- but haven’t followed a word of it 

 They can quote it chapter and verse- but are far from the Lord 
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Illus- Flying a plane 
 

I’ve been interested in flying again, because I keep driving past this crop duster down the street and I get jealous 

looking at his airplane 
 

They used to say to us how these flight manuals were “…written in red…” 
 

But today that has another connotation for me  

 The red words of the Bible 

 The blood Jesus shed on that cross 

 The heart of the gospel 

 The eternal words Jesus that he has left for you and me 
 

Jesus gave his very best 
 

Ques- Can you imagine God’s surprise when someone says, “Give me something new”? 

 Hasn’t he already given his best? 

 We need to be the change we wish to see 

 Just as God sent Jesus to be the change he wishes to see from you and me 
 

III. SAINTS ACT DIFFERENT- BECAUSE THEY ARE DIFFERENT- FROM ALL THE REST (vs. 6-7) 
6
 so that with one mind and one voice you may glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

7
 Accept one another, 

then, just as Christ accepted you, in order to bring praise to God. 
 

We must reconsider who we are aiming to please… 
 

1. And Pleasing God Is The Best- And Wisest Thing- We Can Ever Do 
 

Saints are different- because they have been where the sinners are 

 They realize their struggles 

 They forgo their impatience and intolerance 

 And for those who reject their kindness- they remain steadfast anyway 

 For they know that even if they are rejected- it makes them better people 
 

It should make it easier- rather than harder- to do what Paul is saying to do… 
7
 Accept one another, then, just as Christ accepted you, in order to bring praise to God. 

 

Conclusion 

These days you have performed a miracle if you can even get the faithful to show up at church 

 So many things are at their disposal- to “delight” and “amuse” 

 But there is one thing that never changes- and that is the gospel 

 They need to see patient endurance from you, for the time will come when they will need you 

 

When all else has failed them- you will be there with patient endurance- given by the grace of God 

 To bless them- as God has blessed you too 
 

End of Sermon Prayer 
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Disclaimer: I wish to express my gratitude to all the saints before me who are traveling the Narrow Way. Their love and generosity is reflected in my own humble 

efforts to prepare sermons for the body of Christ. Grace and Peace. 
 


