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IN GOD WE TRUST 

Isaiah 41.10 
ISA 41.10 

So do not fear, for I am with you; do not be dismayed, for I am your God. I will strengthen you and help you; I will 

uphold you with my righteous right hand. 
 

Intro  

Most of what we see in scripture 

 The commands 

 The narratives 

 The parables 

 The stories 

 Are meant to inspire trust… and not in our own judgment, but in God 
 

And once we have that trust, we can step out in faith as we are commanded to do 

 But trust comes first 

 We have to be able to trust 

 Or we won’t make a move 
 

For trust is something you must earn 

 

Illus- Can I trust You? 

 

Ques- I am sure you have had friends who say, Can I trust you?   

 To ask it that way is almost offensive to us 

 For we have a high opinion of ourselves 

 So in response we would say, Of course you can! 
 

Ques- But if we turned the question around and we said to our friend, Can I trust you? 

 They would equally offended 

 For they have a high opinion of themselves too 
 

Ques- So why is it trust is so fragile? 

 Isn’t it because we live in an untrusting world? 
 

Just because YOU say I can trust you, doesn’t mean I want to be in that position 

 But then again, nobody does 
 

Too many times we have been burned by people who said,  

 The check is in the mail 

 If you like your health care plan, you can keep your health care plan 

 I smoked but never inhaled 

 I am from the government and I am here to help you 

 Don’t worry, this won’t hurt 
 

Ques- Has that ever happened to you? 

 It doesn’t take much for someone to undermine our trust 

 And it can undermine our spiritual life too 
 

Illus- Trust 
 

I have these dollar bills in my pocket, and they say In God We Trust 
 



2 
07-25-21 
Sunday  

Ques- Do you trust those dollars in your wallet? 

 I’ll bet you do 
 

Ques- And how much do you think that dollar is actually worth? 

 It isn’t a dollar 

 Since the World Trade Towers fell, the dollar is worth 37 cents less 

 And it drops every year 
 

Yet many people trust those dollars more than God  

 Many people do not trust God at all 

 Many people don’t believe in God at all 
 

But what they don’t realize is that God is more real, more reliable, more powerful, than those bills in their 

wallet! 
 

And a time will come when they find that out 

 A time will come when the only thing that will matter to them is God 

 There are some thigs only God can do 

 And some things only God can give you… 
 

Illus- God Gives… 
 

You were born to parents that God gave you 

 The color of your eyes- God gave you 

 Your birth day- God gave it to you 

 Your hair color- God gave it to you 

 Whether you have brothers and sisters- God decides that too- and many more things besides… 
 

God also knows the day you will die 

 What you will die from 

 Who you will marry- or not 

 How many children you will have- or not 

 What your career will be 

 And where you live and the languages you can speak 
 

Ques- Since all of this is true, why would we ever not trust God? 
 

That is why God says, 
ISA 41.10 

So do not fear, for I am with you; do not be dismayed, for I am your God. I will strengthen you and help you; I will 

uphold you with my righteous right hand. 
 

Four times God repeats himself 

 He is very obviously trying to hammer home the point… 
 

1. A Moment Comes For Every Person- At The Intersection Of Opportunity And Choice- Whether To Trust 

God With Their Lives Or Not 
 

Illus- The Day The Earth Stood Still 
 

In 1951 there was a great movie that came out called, The Day The Earth Stood Still 

 It was one of the early science fiction movies 
 

Set in the Cold War during the early stages of the nuclear arms race 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cold_War
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nuclear_arms_race
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 The story involves an alien who comes to Earth, and with him is a powerful robot 

 And his purpose was… to deliver an important message for the entire human race 
 

Ques- Maybe you remember it? 

 Just before the alien goes back to his spaceship he says this… 
 

"Your choice is simple: join us and live in peace, or pursue your present course and face obliteration. We shall 

be waiting for your answer." 
 

This movie was made- just a little over- 5 years from the bombing of Hiroshima and Nagasaki 

 We had the bomb- and used it 

 But today there are nine (USA, Russia, France, China, England, Pakistan, Israel, North Korea) 
 

Ques- And don’t we need God now, before we blow ourselves up? 

 The answer, of course, is God 

 God can be trusted 

 But you can’t just say it, it is also something you do 
 

As Jesus says, 
MT 11.29 

Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls. 
 

2. If You Can Trust God To Save You For An Eternity, Then You Can Trust Him For A Lifetime 
 

Illus- Death Bed Confessions 
 

Ques- Maybe you remember the thief on the cross? 

 He converted at the last minute, and was promised Paradise 
 

Ques- But suppose he had not been on that cross? 

 Would he have surrendered to Christ then? 
 

A lot of people saw Christ and walked away 
 

Ques- And don’t we know it is foolish to believe the world is a safe place? 

 Dangers are everywhere 
 

I. BUT GOD CAN BE TRUSTED- HE WILL NEVER MISLEAD YOU- AND HE NEVER MAKES 

MISTAKES (Mt. 11.28) 
MT 11.28 

“Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest.  
 

Illus- Hee Haw 
 

Many times when I think of this verse, I think of Hee Haw 

 They would sit around on that front porch 

 In their overalls 

 Chewing tobacco 

 Drinking moonshine 
 

And it reminds me of the many times I’ve sat on the front porch with Roger & Charles 

 “I never thought it would come to this” 

 “But here I am” 

 “Just like Hee Haw” 
 

But resting is not the problem 
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 The problem is trusting the world to be a safe place when it is not 

 That’s why we get weary and burdened in the first place 
 

Ques- Do you think those Floridians in that condo that collapsed thought they were safe inside? 

 Or the World Trade Towers? 

 Or our friends and neighbors who died from the coronavirus? 
 

Illus- Christian vs. Disciple 
 

We were having a discussion on 2 Timothy chapter 2 last Wednesday 

 And I raised this question… 
 

Ques- What is the difference between a Christian and a disciple? 

 I can ask you, “Are you a Christian?” and you can say, “Yes, of course I am!” 

 But suppose I ask it this way, “Are you a disciple?” 
 

Now, we know there is not supposed to be a difference 

 To be one implies the other 

 But we also know what we say doesn’t mean it’s true 

 Many do, but they trust God very little 
 

1. But To Follow Jesus There Is No Other Way- Trust Means To Have Faith In His Decisions- And Stepping 

Out In Faith Anyway, Especially When You Are Most Uncertain 
 

As the Bible says, 
PROV 3.5 

Trust in the LORD with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own understanding. 
6 
In all thy ways acknowledge 

him, and he shall direct thy paths. 
 

Illus- Cosmetology 
 

I was talking to the girl who cuts my hair  

 She is a cosmetologist 

 We were talking about her job 

 She was complaining about her hours- she stands all day long 
 

And we got to talking about salaries for cosmetologists 

 They make good money to cut hair 
 

She was trained at Mitchell’s, and today she makes a good salary 

 She cuts my hair and makes $18 in 20 minutes 

 You can quickly add it up 
 

Men’s haircuts are the cheapest- but with ladies she can earn far more- upwards of $100 an hour 

 And at 50 hours a week 

 That is about $60,000 per year 

 Not bad 
 

Ques- But anybody can cut hair- so why does she earn so much more? 

 The reason is simple 

 Have you ever known a woman not concerned about the look of her hair? 

 Ladies trust her 
 

Ques- And isn’t trust in Christ far more important than your hair? 
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 The reason to keep going to a cosmetologist is hair doesn’t stop growing 

 The reason to keep going to church is to deepen our trust in him 
 

1. And The More We Trust God- The Less We Suffer 
 

Illus- Look At Your Gauges! 
 

If you have a newer car, you have a new display… 

 There is an ammeter, water temperature gauge, oil pressure gauge, and a gas gauge 

 It might have a keyless ignition, a computer pop-up display 

 And safety features that keep you in the proper lane 
 

The gauges and dials, and safety features- you are supposed to trust them 

 Ask any pilot when they are disoriented in flight what they are taught to do- Look at your gauges! 
 

I have this friend, who every time the gas gauge gets down to ¾ of a tank, they fill it back up 

 But I also know some who go past “E”- and stay there! 
 

Ques- Do you know anybody whose spiritual gas tank is on “E”? 

 Their faith is running on fumes 
 

II. THAT IS WHY GOD SAYS TRUST HIM- AND HE WILL HELP YOU (Prov. 3.5-6) 
PROV 3.5 

Trust in the LORD with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; 
6 
in all your ways submit to him, 

and he will make your paths straight. 
 

There are so many people trying so hard to “make it” 

 They go to great lengths to give their families what they want and need 

 So they are tired, and harassed- stretched to the limit 

 You can sympathize with these people- and God does too 
 

1. That Is Why They Are Admonished To Have Faith- Not Because God Needs It- But Because All Of Us Do 
 

As Isaiah 53.6 says, 
ISA 53.6 

We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to our own way; and the LORD has laid on him the 

iniquity of us all. 
 

Living like the world only makes you more worldly 

 Living like Christ makes you more Christ-like 

 And there is a world of difference 

 You know the difference when you see it 
 

Illus- Stationary Bike 
 

Over the years you may have worked hard at maintaining good health 

 For years you exercised, and did well 

 But as you grow older, your body betrays you too 
 

You can get an exercise bike 

 I would get on that bike, ride as hard as you can- like a hamster 

 But that’s exercise 
 

And for some that’s what the real world is like for them 

 They are pedaling as fast as they can- not getting anywhere 
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 And like a hamster all they succeed in doing is exhausting themselves 
 

2. Trust Is Simple In Principle- But It Is Not Easy In Practice- You Start Simply, But You Keep Moving 

Toward Greater Maturity 
 

There is a reason why the Bible says,  
PROV 3.5 

“…lean not on your own understanding…” 
 

Illus- Let’s Start The Day All Over 
 

Ques- Have you ever had one of those days when you never got out of bed? 

 You miss the alarm clock- and you fall out of bed 

 You rush to the shower and burn yourself 

 You try to shave and cut your face 

 You rush to the car- driving high speed, dodging red lights because you are late 

 You get to work- and find out nothing runs right 

 You get home- so you kick the cat 

 You put the dinner in the oven- and burn it 

 Your spouse is cranky- and your children are fighting 
 

Ques- Isn’t that a good sign that you need God? 
 

III. GOD KNOWS ALL NEED TO DEVELOP TRUST- BUT IT IS A DECISION YOU MUST MAKE 

EVERY DAY (Isa. 41.10) 
ISA 41.10 

So do not fear, for I am with you; do not be dismayed, for I am your God. I will strengthen you and help you; I will 

uphold you with my righteous right hand. 
 

If faith and trust were easy, then everybody could be trusted  

 But we know that’s not true 

 We still have criminals, unbelievers, and politicians 
 

1. But God Never Fails- When He Says He Can Be Trusted, He Is Telling You He Knows What’s Best For 

You- And The Good News Is He Is 100% Successful All The Time Too 

 

Ques- The question is, Do we believe it? 
 

Illus- He Was There 
 

Never say, God’s not here… 

 He was there when the storm raged and the disciples were afraid 

 He was there to raise Lazarus after 3 days in the tomb 

 He was there when the Emmaus walkers asked him to eat with them 

 He was there for Thomas- so he could put his hands in the holes of his body 

 He was there when Christ rose from the grave 
 

Ques- If he was there in all those places- don’t you think he will be there for you in yours? 
 

Conclusion 
As Psalm 20.7 says,  
PS 20.7 

Some trust in chariots and some in horses, but we trust in the name of the LORD our God. 
 

Ques- And isn’t that what we really want anyway? 

 When we trust God like that, there isn’t anything on earth that God won’t do that’s best for you! 
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