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Sunday- Independence Day 

THOSE IN CHRIST ARE FREE INDEED! 

John 8.31-36 
JN 8.31 To the Jews who had believed him, Jesus said, “If you hold to my teaching, you are really my disciples. 32 Then you 

will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.” 
 
33 They answered him, “We are Abraham’s descendants and have never been slaves of anyone. How can you say that we 

shall be set free?”  
 
34 Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, everyone who sins is a slave to sin. 35 Now a slave has no permanent place in the 

family, but a son belongs to it forever. 36 So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed.  
 

Intro  

We who live on this side of the cross have no problem understanding what Jesus is saying 

• Sin is punishing 

• It is relentless 

• And we are well aware you cannot simply sweep it underneath the rug, hoping that it will go away 
 

As Paul says, 
RO 6.23 For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 

But the trouble with what Jesus told the men that day is- they didn’t want to believe it 

• They were like many in our day who don’t want to believe in moral absolutes 

• Today, the philosophy of “I’m OK, you’re OK” is everywhere 

• And like it was in Christ’s day, they want to sidestep sin because they don’t believe they need to be 

saved 
 

But this lack of moral conviction is deceiving 

• Sin is still punishing, whether we want to believe otherwise 

• Jesus was crucified for the truth, and it was sin that put him there 

• And so we know sin always exacts a price 
 

Ques- Besides, why would Jesus go to the cross, unless what he said was true? 
 

Illus- Rat Trap 
 

I was pointing this out a few Sundays back in a Sunday school class 
 

Ques- I asked the class, Who is brave enough to take the cheese? 

• At first, no one would do it 
 

I did it again, except this time I sweetened the offer 

• I took out my wallet, and I started counting dollars 

• $1, $2 , $3, $4 … $8… $18 

• No hands went up for $1 or $2 

• But when we got to $3, I think we had 2 brave souls 

• And when I got to $18 all hands went up but one 
 

Ques- No you might be thinking- what was the point? 

• Isn’t it that sin isn’t sin- unless you get caught? 

• That sin for me is relative to what I might get out of it? 
 

1. And Here Is Your Reason Why We Need Moral Absolutes- Without What Christ Came To Do We Can 

Never Be Free 
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As he says, 
JN 14.6 I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. 
 

We never help people best by giving them whatever they want 

• We help them best when we give them Jesus 
 

Illus- Utility Bills 
 

During this time of year it always happens that the church gets hit up for utility bills 

• I’ll get a call from someone who says they can’t pay 

• They want the church to pay it for them 
 

To our credit, this church has been very generous this way 
 

Ques- But after it is paid- do you ever see them again? 
 

Even if we had all the money in the world- and we gave as much as anyone wanted- it would still bring true & 

lasting freedom 
 

As Jesus says, 
MT 16.26 What good will it be for someone to gain the whole world, yet forfeit their soul? Or what can anyone give in 

exchange for their soul? 27 For the Son of Man is going to come in his Father’s glory with his angels, and then he will 

reward each person according to what they have done. 
 

2. It Is Only When The Sinner Realizes The Nature Of His Malady Does He Begin To Make Progress 

Toward True Freedom  
 

As Jesus says, 
MT 16.24 “Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 25 For whoever 

wants to save their life will lose it, but whoever loses their life for me will find it.  
 

Ques- The question you must ask is, Why not do something about it while there is yet time? 

• The wise know this- and do something about it 

• For they know that if the son sets you free- you are free indeed 
 

I. IT IS JESUS WHO FREES US FROM THE PENALTY OF THE LAW (vs. 31-32) 
JN 8.31 To the Jews who had believed him, Jesus said, “If you hold to my teaching, you are really my disciples. 32 Then you 

will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.” 
 

This was the basic problem of the religious authorities 

• They believed they had the truth already 

• But both Jesus and the religious rulers can’t be right- one of them has to be wrong… 
 

Jesus pointed this out, 
JN 5.45 “But do not think I will accuse you before the Father. Your accuser is Moses, on whom your hopes are set. 46 If you 

believed Moses, you would believe me, for he wrote about me. 47 But since you do not believe what he wrote, how are you 

going to believe what I say?” 
 

The law is what convicts- it doesn’t liberate 

• For if the law could liberate us, who would need Jesus 
 

Illus- USA Prisons 
 

And here is the proof… 

• As of 2013, 6.5 million adults are either on probation  
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• About 3 million are in prison or jail 

• And about 1 million are on parole 
 

The USA has about 25% of the world’s total inmates 
 

Ques- Doesn’t sound like the Law is doing any good, does it? 
 

1. The Law Never Liberates- But Jesus Can And Will 
 

Given a choice, we all want God’s mercy 

• Just ask anyone who is hurting- they will say, Please Lord, have mercy on me 
 

Ques- But when it comes to the sins of another- we are not so tolerant- are we? 

• Do we want mercy? 

• Or do we want justice? 
 

Illus- Tommy Davis, Sr. 
 

I have this friend- Tommy Davis, Jr.- whose dad was a trooper 
 

He was killed in a routine car stop in Williamston in 1975 

• He was filling in for another trooper who asked the day off 

• And he pulled over a car with a malfunctioning tail light 
 

But what he didn’t know was that the people inside had just robbed a bank 

• He was shot and killed when he walked up to the car 

• The criminals thought they were being arrested for the robbery- not a malfunctioning tail light 
 

Today, when Tommy’s son meets with the Parole Board- he always says the same thing 

• Please don’t release them 

• They are dangerous 

• And so they have stayed in prison all these years 
 

I imagine this was how the religious leaders felt about Jesus 

• They simply could not understand him 

• To them, Jesus was offensive, and he was dangerous 

• But their minds were made up, and they refused to change 
 

Jesus looked like they did, talked like they did- came from where they came from 

• And so they made the mistake of believing he was no different than they were 
 

But Jesus was never enslaved to the Law, and he repeatedly proved it 

• Walking on water 

• Feeding 5,000 

• Transformed on a mountain top 

• Raising the dead 

• Healing the lepers 

• And made the blind to see 
 

Ques- And if he can do that, then can’t he free us from the penalty of the law? 
 

II. JESUS FREES US TO BE WHAT GOD INTENDS FOR US TO BE (vs. 33) 
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33 They answered him, “We are Abraham’s descendants and have never been slaves of anyone. How can you say that we 

shall be set free?”  
 

You might recall what Jesus told Nicodemus 

• He meets with Jesus at night 

• But he couldn’t understand Jesus either 
 
JN 3.4 Nicodemus said to him, “How can a man be born when he is old? 
 

And Jesus answered him, 
JN 3.10 Are you the teacher of Israel and yet you do not understand these things? 
 

1. If We Are Going To Be What God Intends For Us To Be- Then That Means We Must Confess We Don’t 

Know Who We Really Are 
 

Illus- Denali 
 

I remember when my Honda got crushed by the hurricane- back in August 2011 

• Getting a new car became an immediate problem 

• Larry was nice about it, he offered- and did- drive me around in his little truck 
 

But that was only temporary, sooner or later I was gonna have to get a new car 
 

Fortunately for me, a friend of mine did 

• And that was when I bought the GMC Yukon Denali 

• And it was a great car 

• Owned it for 7 years 
 

But as we know, sooner or later you gotta get a new one 

• So I bought another Honda 

• My third 
 

But now it is different 

• Before in my Denali, I could drive around like a big shot 

• Look down on people 

• Now, I look up at people, like the truly humble person I am 
 

2. If We Want To Be Free, That’s What We Must Do- That Is What Christ Expects From You 
 

Note that Jesus doesn’t free everybody 

• Many walked right by him and never spoke a word to him 

• He doesn’t coerce or force 

• He is never manipulative 

• And those who don’t want him- don’t get him 
 

Ques- And isn’t that the way it is today? 

• He offers glory- people would rather have money 

• He offers freedom from sin- people today would rather enjoy it 

• He offers freedom- people redefine freedom in their own way 

• He offers what is truly needed- and people today reject what they for what they want 
 

Ques- Do you see why we have so many church hoppers? 
 

III. JESUS FREES US TO LIVE UNDER KINGDOM AUTHORITY (vs. 34-35) 
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34 Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, everyone who sins is a slave to sin. 35 Now a slave has no permanent place in the 

family, but a son belongs to it forever. 36 So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed.  
 

Illus- Metal Detectors 
 

You may have seen some of these people who have these metal detectors 

• When I would go to the beach I would see a lot of them 

• I don’t see them around here 

• But the idea is it’s a way of finding valuable stuff 
 

Ques- I’ve always wondered about that- do they ever find anything? 
 

Ques- Maybe you know someone who does that sort of thing? 

• I can’t tell you how many times I have lost my car keys 

• Now I have a car that doesn’t have a key 
 

Of course, what Jesus says is seek true value 
 

As he says, 
MT 7.7 “Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to you. 8 For everyone 

who asks receives; the one who seeks finds; and to the one who knocks, the door will be opened. 
 

1. Christ Calls All- But Not All Receives- Only Those Who Want To Come Under His Kingdom Authority 
 

Adrian Rogers- before he died- used to say, You Can’t Be Over Until You Come Under 

• He means kingdom authority 

• That is also what Christ meant when he said the meek will inherit the earth 
 

Conclusion  

Independence Day means a lot to those who have been enslaved 

• Think of the Gadarene Demoniac 

• Think of blind Bartimeus 

• Or Zachaeus in the sycamore tree 
 

Ques- But also think of others like you- where would they be if not for Jesus? 

• They are saved because of him 
 

In this day and age when people want to exert authority over others- Jesus says do the opposite 

• The servant is the one who is the greatest 

• And that is where freedom is found as well 
 

Ques- The question is, Do you have it? 

• Jesus can give it- to you- if you want it 

• But he says it best, 36 So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed.  
 

End of Sermon Prayer 
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