
06-24-18 
Sunday  

1 

THE POWER OF CHOICE 

Matthew 25.1-13 

(The Parable of the Ten Virgins) 
MT 25:1 "At that time the kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins who took their lamps and went out to meet the 

bridegroom. MT 25:2 Five of them were foolish and five were wise. MT 25:3 The foolish ones took their lamps but did 

not take any oil with them. MT 25:4 The wise, however, took oil in jars along with their lamps.  

 

MT 25:5 The bridegroom was a long time in coming, and they all became drowsy and fell asleep. MT 25:6 "At midnight 

the cry rang out: `Here's the bridegroom! Come out to meet him!' MT 25:7 "Then all the virgins woke up and trimmed 

their lamps. MT 25:8 The foolish ones said to the wise, `Give us some of your oil; our lamps are going out.' MT 25:9 " 

`No,' they replied, `there may not be enough for both us and you. Instead, go to those who sell oil and buy some for 

yourselves.' MT 25:10 "But while they were on their way to buy the oil, the bridegroom arrived. The virgins who were 

ready went in with him to the wedding banquet. And the door was shut.  

 

MT 25:11 "Later the others also came. `Sir! Sir!' they said. `Open the door for us!' MT 25:12 "But he replied, `I tell you 

the truth, I don't know you.' MT 25:13 "Therefore keep watch, because you do not know the day or the hour. 
 

Intro 

There is a great power that you have- and that I have- that God has given us 

• It is a power no one can take away 

• And it is one which determines the destiny of our lives 

• That power is the power of choice 
 

It is a great gift, one which can produce amazing results 

• But it is also a power which if used wrongly, can produce devastating results 

• Or none at all 
 

We know in our lives, we make some bad choices along the way 

• And for each one we have had to pay for it 
 

Ques- And who can say among us, that no one hasn’t made some bad choices along the way? 

• But there is a way to improve 

• We do as Jesus says to do 
 

1. Dovetail Your Motives With God’s Motives- That Is What Jesus Would Tell Us To Do 
 

As he says, 
JN 5.19  Verily, verily, I say unto you, The Son can do nothing of himself, but what he seeth the Father do: for what things 

soever he doeth, these also doeth the Son likewise. 
 

Thankfully for us, God is a forgiving parent 

• Just like parents do for their children  

• God frequently steps in to straighten us out 
 

Ques- Can you imagine what this world would look like if he didn’t? 
 

Illus- The Power of Choice 
 

Ask any child what they would rather have for dinner- and they will tell you ice cream, not broccoli 

• Or ask any young adult if they would rather go joy riding in their car- or do homework 

• Or ask any adult if they would rather get up and go to work- or sit at home in their Laz-Y-Boy and 

watch TV 
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Ques- Don’t we already know the answer? 
 

That is why the scripture says thank God for everything, because we don’t know the true extent of his 

intervention 

• We look for signs and wonders- and God gives us trials and adversities to strengthen our faith 

• We want power, miracles, and glory- and God shows up as a still, small voice  

• We want immediate answers to prayer- and God answers in such a way that demands we must take 

action ourselves 
 

For some, it puts their faith to the test 
 

But that is not bad, it is good… 
 

2. Our Values Are To Be Transformed Values- From Selfish To Selfless, From Self-Centered To God 

Centered, And From Self-Seeking To Doing What He’s Commanded Us To Do 
 

Given a choice, that is not what most people will do… 
 

Illus- Retired Americans 
 

I was reading some interesting facts the other day about working Americans… 

• There are 87 million working men and women  

• But there are 327 million Americans  

• And 21.3% of 327 million of them are on welfare 
 

Ques- And so how many Americans actually work? 27% 
 

If you consider the increasing number of those retired… 

• 46 million Americans are 65 and older 

• That is 14% of 327 million 
 

Ques- Is that a lot of people who don’t work? 

• Some cannot work- obviously 

• But we have to admit that there’s a lot who could- but won’t 
 

But note what Jesus says, 
JN 9.4 I must work the works of him that sent me, while it is day: the night cometh, when no man can work. 
  

As we look at the parable of the 10 virgins, consider your own choices 

• We choose so many things- and only later do we realize how our choices have chosen our destiny 

• We choose to follow Christ- or not 

• We choose to serve- or not 

• We choose to be salt and light in a dark and despairing world- or not 

• We choose to walk in the light- or not 
 

You have the power, and you cannot blame someone else for what you do 

• And that’s what this parable from Jesus- The Parable Of The 10 Virgins- explains so well 
 

I. GOOD INTENTIONS ARE NOT ENOUGH- WE MUST FOLLOW THROUGH IN WHAT GOD 

WANTS US TO DO (vs. 1-4) 
MT 25:1 "At that time the kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins who took their lamps and went out to meet the 

bridegroom. MT 25:2 Five of them were foolish and five were wise. MT 25:3 The foolish ones took their lamps but did 

not take any oil with them. MT 25:4 The wise, however, took oil in jars along with their lamps.  
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You may have heard this, The Road To Hell Is Paved With Good Intentions 

• Good intentions are nice, but as we know they don’t go far enough 
 

Illus- McDonald’s 
 

Ques- How many of you promised yourself you were going to lose weight this year? 

• You start your exercise program on Jan 1, and you quit Jan 2? 
 

Ques- Or maybe it was the other way around? 

• You promise to eat better, and then you go to that covered dish dinner and you gotta try at least one of 

everything? 

• Just a little won’t hurt, right? 
 

The more humorous example of this is when you go to McDonald’s- they order a huge chicken dinner- or 

maybe a quarter pounder with cheese 

• French fries 

• Apple turnover 

• And a DIET COKE??? 

• And they wonder why their waistline keeps expanding 
 

1. We Must Understand The Simple- Yet Powerful- Impact Christ’s Commands Have On Daily Life 
 

Now, most people can grasp this fact. But that’s not the problem. Consider the 10 virgins. All of them wanted to 

be with the bridegroom… 

• To enjoy the party 

• To have a good time with their friends 

• To celebrate in the upcoming marriage 
 

Ques- But what did half of them do? 

• They did not follow through  
 

Now, in our day we don’t much use oil lamps, but as you can imagine that was a big thing back then 
 

Illus- Running On Empty 
 

I mentioned a couple of weeks ago I was in the car with a friend while the gas tank was on “Empty” 
 

Ques- Occasionally it happens- but doing it all the time- how is that any different than the 10 virgins in our 

story? 

• If you know you gotta have gas, why be so foolish as to run on empty? 

• Please, if I am with you in the car, have at least enough to get us home 
 

Now, we don’t think of ourselves making foolish mistakes like this too often 

• But think of your daily life and the choices you make- and the consequences you experience 

• The simplest choices can have a devastating impact 
 

Ques- What about salvation? 

• What about tithing? 

• What about Great Commission or Great Commandment obedience? 
 

2. The Wise Do These Things- For They Know They Will Be Richly Rewarded 
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Illus- “Be Prepared” 
 

In the parable, Jesus explains the difference by way of contrasts… 

• The foolish virgins learned it was too late to get oil 

• But not the wise virgins 

• They anticipated the bridegroom- and it was reflected in what they chose to do 
 

Now, the story doesn’t say what action they took- or how they did it- only that they were anticipating the 

bridegroom’s coming 

• Maybe the oil was expensive, and the wise virgins had to work out in the hot sun a few hours longer 

• Maybe they had to make plans and preparations to get the oil, store it, and secure it from theft 

• Maybe they sacrificed some momentary enjoyment like an expensive meal out on the town with their 

boyfriends 
 

Ques- Who knows? 
 

But one thing we do know… 

• 5 virgins missed the party of a lifetime because they had no oil 

• They were long on sentiment- short on sacrifice- and it cost them 
 

II. AND THAT IS WHY JESUS TELLS US NEVER MINIMIZE THE IMPACT OF YOUR DAILY 

CHOICES ON YOUR SPIRITUAL LIFE- IF YOU DO IT WILL COST YOU (vs. 5-10) 
MT 25:5 The bridegroom was a long time in coming, and they all became drowsy and fell asleep. MT 25:6 "At midnight 

the cry rang out: `Here's the bridegroom! Come out to meet him!' MT 25:7 "Then all the virgins woke up and trimmed 

their lamps. MT 25:8 The foolish ones said to the wise, `Give us some of your oil; our lamps are going out.' MT 25:9 " 

`No,' they replied, `there may not be enough for both us and you. Instead, go to those who sell oil and buy some for 

yourselves.' MT 25:10 "But while they were on their way to buy the oil, the bridegroom arrived. The virgins who were 

ready went in with him to the wedding banquet. And the door was shut.  
 

When we make wise choices, opportunity follows 

• It is almost as if opportunity follows- and favors- the active 

• And that is true in spiritual life too 
 

1. If We Don’t Want Christ- That’s Our Choice- Jesus Does Not Force Spiritual Life On Anyone  
 

Illus- Corn 
 

I was reminded of this just the other day 

• Some friends of mine came over with a bushel of corn 

• I thought that was very thoughtful, very nice 

• But the problem was it hadn’t been shucked yet 
 

So I said, I think I can handle that 

• So I called another friend and told them what a great gift I got 

• And that I intended to shuck it and put it in the fridge 
 

Ques- And that’s when they asked, What do you mean? 

• I said, I’m gonna shuck it and put some of it in the freezer for later 

• And they said, You can’t do that 

• And I said, Why not? 
 

And that’s when I got this whole new lesson on taking care of corn 
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• I began to think, This is gonna take a lot of work 

• Shucking, silking, cutting, blanching, bagging 

• And throwing out all the bad stuff in the garbage 
 

Ques- And right then and there- I had to decide if it was worth it- did I like corn enough to go through all this 

effort? 

• If the answer was yes, then I am gonna do what I am supposed to do 

• And if I don’t, am I not like the foolish virgins in the story? 
 

My friends didn’t force that corn on me, they would have given it to someone else 

• But corn doesn’t blanch itself 

• And spiritual life is no different 
 

2. Claiming Christ Is One Thing- Living For Christ Is Quite Another- Either Way, We Reap What We Sow 
 

Ques- So if we want to be on the wise side of life, what should we do? 

• The first thing is the obvious thing 

• We need to consider the cost 
 

When the foolish virgins said to the wise… MT 25:8 `Give us some of your oil; our lamps are going out.'  
 

The wise ones revealed why they were wise… MT 25:9 " `No,' they replied, `there may not be enough for both us and 

you. Instead, go to those who sell oil and buy some for yourselves.' 
 

Opportunity follows- and favors- the active 

• They were rewarded for their work 

• While the complacent ones were left behind 

• You can’t talk your way into good behavior and favorable action 

• Too many do that and have no effect 
 

III. CHRIST WANTS US TO HAVE IMPACT- AND MAXIMUM IMPACT COMES WHEN WE DO 

WHAT JESUS SAYS TO DO (vs. 11-13) 
MT 25:11 "Later the others also came. `Sir! Sir!' they said. `Open the door for us!' MT 25:12 "But he replied, `I tell you 

the truth, I don't know you.' MT 25:13 "Therefore keep watch, because you do not know the day or the hour. 
 

The facts of life are that all of us make mistakes 

• Spiritual life is all about that 

• And that is why we are commanded to confess and repent 

• But as we know, few do 
 

Ques- So what should we do? 

• We start by doing the obvious 
 

1. Spiritual Life Is All About Picking Ourselves Back Up- Dusting Ourselves Back Off- And Get Moving 

Again 
 

And that is up to us to do 

• Not blame another 

• We start where we are 

• And move in the direction God has been telling us to move to all along 
 

Ques- Had the 5 virgins done that, they could have enjoyed the party- but that wasn’t what Jesus was really 

talking about, was he? 
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• A time comes to take action, before the time comes when no action can be taken 

• As scripture says… 
 
2 COR 6.2 “…behold, now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of salvation…” 
 

Ques- And so what happens to those who don’t take action? 

• They cry, Open the door for us 

• But the door stays shut 

• And just like the foolish virgins- they reap what they’ve sown 
 

Illus- Shucking Corn 
 

And so it was with shucking corn 
 

I got a friend to come over and show me what to do 

• We did the shucking, and silking, and cutting, and blanching, and bagging together 

• We threw out all the bad stuff in the garbage 

• And so now I have another ability in my arsenal of things I can do 
 

Ques- But suppose I had been like so many others- who are afraid or refuse to ask- the big egos out there? 

• The corn would have been a total loss 
 

2. Many Fail Spiritually This Way- They Never Do What God Has Told Them To Do  
 

Illus- HS Football 

 

When I played HS football, I never wanted to sit on the sidelines 

• I liked to get in the game 

• Maybe that’s just my nature, I always wanted to be in on the action 
 

Sometimes I didn’t get the plays right, but that’s what the coach helped us with 

• He called the plays 

• We ran them 
 

God is no different 

• We can run our plays 

• Or we can run his 

• But to have maximum impact we run his 

• He never fails 
 

Conclusion 

Now, if you think about the daily decisions you make- you might realize it isn’t sensible to keep making 

excuses 

• Time is running out 

• And too much of it has been wasted on trivialities 

• That’s what the 5 foolish virgins did 
  

But not the wise 

• They didn’t want to be foolish 

• They have realized some choices are irrevocable, and all the crying in the world won’t open the door 

when you need it to 
 

End of Sermon Prayer 
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