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GOD GIVE US FAITHFUL MEN 

Psalm 1.1-6 
PS 1.1 

Blessed is the one who does not walk in step with the wicked or stand in the way that sinners take or sit in the 

company of mockers, 
2 
but whose delight is in the law of the LORD, and who meditates on his law day and night. 

3 
That 

person is like a tree planted by streams of water, which yields its fruit in season and whose leaf does not wither— 

whatever they do prospers. 
4 
Not so the wicked! They are like chaff that the wind blows away. 

5 
Therefore the wicked will 

not stand in the judgment, nor sinners in the assembly of the righteous. 
6 
For the LORD watches over the way of the 

righteous, but the way of the wicked leads to destruction. 
 

Intro 

Illus- Camp Vandemere 
 

While I was at the Camp Vandemere Ladies Retreat last week I asked the ladies the same question I asked our 

ladies on Mother’s Day, Which was easier, being a woman or a man? 

 The response was immediate 

 And crystal clear! 
 

Ques- But another question like it would be to ask, Which was easier, being a “good” woman or a “good” 

man? 

 Asked in that way, you get a different answer 

 It’s like stating, A Woman’s Work Is Never Done 

 They certainly agreed! 
 

But when it comes to husbands, some of them didn’t have a husband any more 

 They outlived them 

 They have to dive deep into their pasts and think 
 

Not that they aren’t good men out there, for there are 

 But it is most difficult to be a good man, husband, and father- all three wrapped up into one! 

 For anyone can be a father, or a husband- but a good one is something different 
 

While I was thinking about this- knowing Father’s Day was fast approaching- I thought of all the men that are 

illustrated in the Bible 

 There are a lot of them, and the one thing I have noticed is that when it comes to godly men- there is no 

“one size fits all” 
 

Illus- Great Fathers In The Bible 
 

Adam 

 The first father  

 He is remembered thru the creation story 

 But his personal story was one of learning obedience through first being disobedient in the garden with 

Eve 
 

Abraham 

 The father of the Jewish nation  

 But his personal story includes the birth of Ishmael- an illegitimate son- and forefather to the Muslim 

religion 
 

Moses  

 Gave up royalty and position and great wealth 

 But he had to die within sight of the promised land- he was not allowed to enter 
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David 

 The great General- father of Solomon 

 He too was the apple of God’s eye 

 Yet it was his warlike spirit that cost him the construction of the temple 
 

Joseph  

 The father of Jesus 

 And the father that God entrusted Jesus with until he would begin his mission 
 

Each one- in the own way- were faithful men 

 Each one born to a mission- unique to them 

 There is no “one size fits all” 
 

And so it is today 

 Now, that might come as a disappointment to some 

 For all of us have expectations of men 

 In our day the definition of what a man ought to be has come under conflict… 
 

Illus- Bible Examples 
 

Consider the examples set from watching TV- rarely do we see faithful men there 

 We don’t see godly men praised 

 We don’t see religious men much at all 

 Unless held up for ridicule as some sort of religious fanatic 
 

Just consider the high degree of immorality and violence we are exposed to every day… 
 

One reason for this- is because of the disrespect men of faith receive 

 Consider the portrayal of men as seen on TV 
 

Ques- Have you ever noticed how the dad’s on most of the TV programs make men out to be? 

 Al Bundy (“Married, with Children”) 

 Homer Simpson (“The Simpsons”) 

 Archie Bunker (“All in the Family”) 
 

Or consider the rapidly changing cultural norms that used to be exclusive to men only… 

 Such as the military- women now make up about 15% 
 

Or consider politics 

 Women now hold roughly 20% of seats in congress and the senate 
 

Or consider the clergy- where women are taking on an increasingly larger role as pastors… 

 Episcopal church = 12% (give or take) 

 Presbyterian = 19% 

 Methodists = 15% 

 United Church of Christ = 25% 

 

These roles used to be exclusively men, but not any more 
 

Ques- Given that this is happening, we might want to consider why? 

 Just what does it mean to celebrate men on Father’s Day? 
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In today’s scripture we see a study in contrasts 

 The righteous man and the wicked man 

 And Psalm 1 tells us what the man chosen by God shall be 
 

Men who serve God- and fulfill their calling- are as Psalm 1 says- men who make a difference  

 God blesses them, for… 
 

I. FAITHFUL MEN WALK IN THE WAYS OF THE RIGHTEOUS (vs. 1-3) 
PS 1.1 

Blessed is the one who does not walk in step with the wicked or stand in the way that sinners take or sit in the 

company of mockers, 
2 
but whose delight is in the law of the LORD, and who meditates on his law day and night. 

3 
That 

person is like a tree planted by streams of water, which yields its fruit in season and whose leaf does not wither— 

whatever they do prospers. 
 

Note that the scripture starts with the words, “…the blessed man…” 
 

Ques- What exactly is that? 
 

1. Men Are To Fear God, Respect God, And Serve God With Old Fashioned Character And Integrity 
 

Illus- Dad 
 

You might remember some of the etiquette rules told to you while growing up- men do these things… 

 Open doors for others with packages, etc. 

 Open the car door for a lady 

 Walk on the outer side of the sidewalk 

 Stand up when a lady- or a gentleman- enters the room 

 Don’t put your elbows on the table 

 Don’t talk with a mouth full of food 

 Never curse or swear 

 Be polite 

 Know the proper use of tableware (3 forks: salad, dinner, dessert (left side)… knife, teaspoon, soup 

spoon (right side) 
 

It is not that we follow rules to be “good” men- it is that there are ways in which we can reduce the stress of 

daily living for others 

 And for those who do, there is a blessing in it 

 And when men do it- others see it and follow 
 

2. Character And Integrity Matter, Otherwise There Is The Downward Progression To The Lowest Common 

Denominator 
 

Illus- More- Not Less 
 

There seems to be a lot of misunderstanding about this, for you might know men who think it manly to be 

without these qualities 

 To be aggressive for the mere enjoyment of it 

 To be argumentative 

 To curse 

 Or to be without tact 

 Or not caring 
 

These things lead to more aggression- not less- and they are to be avoided… 
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PS 1.1 

Blessed is the one who does not walk in step with the wicked or stand in the way that sinners take or sit in the 

company of mockers, 
2 
but whose delight is in the law of the LORD, and who meditates on his law day and night. 

 

Illus- Interpreting Verse 1-2 
 

One who does not walk in the counsel of the wicked- means to walk one’s talk  

 As the scripture says, 

 JAS 4.17 
If anyone, then, knows the good they ought to do and doesn’t do it, it is sin for them. 

 

And one who stands in the way of sinners or sit in the seat of mockers- means to protect your witness 

 As the scripture says, 
 EPH 2.7  

To…walk by faith, not by sight.  
 

And one who delights in the Law and meditate on it- means to guard your heart 
MT 6.33 

But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you. 
 

Faithful men walk in these ways, for… 

II. FAITHFUL MEN SEEK TO BE COUNTED AMONG THE FAITHFUL (vs. 4-5) 
PS 4.4 

Not so the wicked! They are like chaff that the wind blows away. 
5 
Therefore the wicked will not stand in the 

judgment, nor sinners in the assembly of the righteous. 
 

  

Illus- Little League 
 

If you played little league, maybe your parents helped you, or your father guided you 

 Maybe baseball 

 Or soccer 

 Or football 
 

And for some parents, they get more enjoyment out of it than their kids  

 They yell and scream 

 They criticize the umpires 
 

It seems at times their etiquette and manners where left far behind at hoome 
 

This also was true in the Christian league… 
 

Illus- FBBC 
 

I recall watching some of the coaches cheat so as to allow runners to advance 

 Or score 

 When the rules didn’t allow for it 
 

Ques- And this from a Christian league? 
 

1. But Godly Men Must Not Be That Way- Their Path Is To Pursue The Righteous- And Encourage It In All 

They Do And Say 
 

And that means… 

 Be examples of a living faith, inspiring hope 

 Be examples of righteous character and conduct 

 Persevere, protect, and provide- not only for their own families, but also their larger family (church, 

community)  
 

Illus- What I Taught My Son 
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To do the opposite is to be like this father- who wrote this confession… 

 I took my son to school- but did not take him to church 

 I taught him to drink- but not drink the living water of Jesus  

 I enrolled him in Little League- but would not go with him to Sunday School 

 I showed him how to fish- but not to be a fisher of men 

 I made the Lord’s Day a holiday- but never made it a holy day 

 I gave him a color TV- but never gave him a Bible  

 I handed him the keys to the car- but not the keys to the kingdom 

 I taught him how to make a living- but failed to bring him to Jesus, who alone can make a life 
 

2. Without Faithful Men- The Whole World Comes Under Pressure 
 

It takes courage to be righteous- and it takes sacrificial effort to be a righteous man- when so many find it easier 

to make no sacrifices at all 
 

Ques- But isn’t that what leadership is all about? 

 We don’t take counsel of the wicked 

 We esteem highly the righteous 

 We humble ourselves- never exalt ourselves 

 We seek to serve- not be served 

 We never retaliate 

 We never condemn 

 And we give- without expectation of any return 
 

For that’s what it mean to be courageous 

 And righteous too 

 That despite the effort it takes- good men are willing to do it because it is the right thing to do 
 

III. AND WHEN FAITHFUL MEN ARE RIGHTEOUS IN HIS WAYS- GOD WATCHES OVER THEM 

TOO (vs. 6) 
PS 1.6 

For the LORD watches over the way of the righteous, but the way of the wicked leads to destruction. 
 

Sometimes being a righteous man can be a lonely business 

 We live among people who are judgmental 

 We have friends and neighbors that sometimes let us down 

 We have spouses or children that don’t understand us or hurt our feelings 
 

But note what the psalmist says: “…the Lord watches over the righteous…” 
 

Illus- God Is Watching The Apples 
 

The children were lined up in the cafeteria of a Christian elementary school for lunch. At the head of  

the table was a large pile of apples.  
 

The teacher made a note, and posted on the apple tray: "Take only ONE. God is watching."  
 

Moving further along the lunch line, at the other end of the table was a large pile of chocolate chip cookies.  
 

A child had written a note, "Take all you want. God is watching the apples.” 
 

1. Faithful Men Are Never Alone 
 

Illus- Boomerang 
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I have this toy at home, and I have used it in children’s sermons 

 It is a boomerang 
 

Now, life is like that boomerang 

 What you put out comes back to you 

 And that’s what this scripture is saying too 

 What you put out will come back to you 
 

It is called the law of the harvest 

 Or what you sow- is what you reap 

 Or what goes around comes around 
 

It may take awhile 

 It may take a week, a month, or a year 

 It may take 20 years 

 But God is always watching over us 

 And he rewards and blesses those whom are faithful 
 

And that is why we seek to be faithful men 
 

2. Or As Jesus Says, Do Unto Others As You Would Have Them To Do Unto You 
 

If we are kind- kindness will bless you 

If we are loving- love will bless you 

If we are generous- generosity will be our heritage 
 

But also, as the psalms says, there is the opposite 

 They reap what they sow too 
 

Conclusion 

One of the great duties and obligations in life is accepting the role that God provides for men 
 

God rewards faithful men 

 They walk in the way of the righteous 

 And in the purity of their seeking they are blessed 

 For the Lord watches over them 
 

For there is no greater role- and one more needed- than for the world to see what a righteous man is  

 They lead by example- lighten the load for others 

 And through love and service show the way back to God for us all 
 

End of Sermon Prayer 
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