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THE BLESSING OF A GODLY MAN    

John 14.10-14 
JN 14.10 Don’t you believe that I am in the Father, and that the Father is in me? The words I say to you I do not speak on my 

own authority. Rather, it is the Father, living in me, who is doing his work.  
 
JN 14.11 Believe me when I say that I am in the Father and the Father is in me; or at least believe on the evidence of the 

works themselves. 12 Very truly I tell you, whoever believes in me will do the works I have been doing, and they will do 

even greater things than these, because I am going to the Father.  
 
JN 14.13 And I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14 You may ask me for 

anything in my name, and I will do it. 
 

Intro 

I think it is safe to safe not all men make good dads 

• For one thing, as we know, not all men are dads 

o Some by design- as in the case of John the Baptist, or Jesus 

• And then there are those who are not dads due to some deficiency 

o Jesus points them out in Matthew 19.12 

o The eunuchs, and others made that way by men 
 

But then there is another class of men 

• They are the dads 

• Some good, some bad 

• But either way, still dads 
 

They make up a special class of men- no less important than moms and Mother’s Day- that we also single out 

for a special day too 

• That special day each year where we honor fathers everywhere 

• It’s not easy to be a father 

• At least a good one 

• For like anything else in life that we find significant- it takes time, patience, sacrifice, and compassion 

• And not everyone can- or will- do that 
 

Men who would be fathers have a big responsibility, and living up to it is not easy 

And to be a good one, even harder 
 

Ques- So what are men to do when the world becomes more accommodating to liberal lifestyles and views? 

• Where the attempt to redefine traditional marriage is increasing? 

• And where are men to go- and what are men to do- to fulfill the idealized notions we have as to what we 

believe a good dad is? 
 

That is asking a lot, because you don’t go to school to learn how to be a dad  
 

But Jesus did have a lot to say about men 

• He did- after all- choose men to be his apostles, not women 

• Part of that was cultural, for he lived in a patriarchal society where men were leaders culturally 

• But another reason was its practicality 

• The times were brutal, aggressive, and dirty 

• And the rigors of discipleship required men who could stand up to that 
 

Ques- But could there be another reason? 

• That Jesus knew God as Father 

• That his goal was to share this experience with his apostles 
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• To make God the Father known 

• And to become the men God intended them to be? 
 

As Jesus says, 
JN 14.6  “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. 7 If you really know me, 

you will know my Father as well. From now on, you do know him and have seen him.” 
 

Ques- But what does that mean in our day, when men, and marriage, and the definition of it has come under 

attack? 
 

1. Jesus Is Uncompromising When It Comes To Explaining That God Is The Father, And Jesus Is The Son 
 

Illus- Liberal Left 
 

Today there is no question we live in considerable  religious pluralism 

• Some say this is good 

• But I think Jesus would say it is not 
 

Just consider his own testimony, 
JN 14.7 If you really know me, you will know my Father as well. From now on, you do know him and have seen him.” 
 

There is no wiggle room in that- he is very specific 

• Not much like our world today 

• Consider sin- such as those sins in the news today 

• Everything is changeable these days 

• Everything is tolerated 

• Even celebrated 
 

It is especially true with respect to religion… 

• You are labeled a hate monger if you reject Islam and stand up for God’s Word 

• You are a right wing radical if you fight for prayer in public schools, gun rights, or the Constitution 

• You are old fashioned if you stand up in defense of traditional marriage 

• And you are narrow minded if you’re an evangelical- and open minded if you’re a religious liberal 
 

I don’t know what Bible you are reading, but I see no compromise in what Jesus is saying 
 

Consider salvation- the one thing all of us hope for… 
JN 3.16 For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have 

eternal life. 
 

2. And Jesus Is Also Uncompromising When It Comes To Values- They Don’t Come From The Politically 

Correct- They Come From The Religiously Correct 
 

Illus- UNC- Chapel Hill 
 

If you were here last Sunday you will remember this example from 2002 at UNC-Chapel Hill 

• They assigned an Islamic textbook to the incoming freshmen 

• It was called Approaching the Qur'an: The Early Revelations by Michael Sells 

• Maybe you remember the public outcry from it? 
 

A lawsuit ensued, and while the case was dismissed, the University changed its program 
 

The incoming students who objected to reading the book had to write a one-page essay explaining their reasons 
 

Ques- You have to wonder who thought this idea was ever appropriate? 
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• For those of us who live in NC- why would our state consider Islam studies mandatory? 

• They could not choose a Christian book? 
 

I don’t know about you, that is enough to stay away from UNC permanently 

• It’s not simply a matter of being liberal 

• It is an erosion- even destruction- of our moral values 
 

It goes to show the inroads liberal values has made  
 

And that is why we need men to be men 

• We need men to be more than just a parent- but to be a good dad 

• To have strength 

• And conviction 

• And godly values 

• But also compassion 
 

For this is what God is- and what he calls us to 

• For the truth is, no matter what you might think 

• Sin will find you out 

• Sin is punishing, and it doesn’t bend with political correctness or liberal values 
 

God has made it very clear that if you want salvation- then turn to his son 

• And that is what we need men to do 

• For as men do, others follow suit 
 

I. GODLY MEN ARE TO ASSUME A MASCULINE ROLE IN WHAT THEY DO (vs. 10) 
JN 14.10 Don’t you believe that I am in the Father, and that the Father is in me? The words I say to you I do not speak on my 

own authority. Rather, it is the Father, living in me, who is doing his work.  
 

You may have heard facts like these… 
 

Illus- Promise Keepers & Baptist Press 
 

Surveys by the Baptist Press and others have conducted studies on men and family. Here is what they found 

out… 

• If a child is the first person in a household to become a Christian- 3.5% probability the rest in the family 

will follow 

• If the mother is the first to become a Christian- it increases to 17% 

• And if the father is first- it increases to 93%  
 

Another study- focused on Bible Studies & Sunday Schools, found similar results… 

• When both parents attend- 72% of their children attend when grown 

• When only the mother attends- 15%  

• When neither parent attends- only 6% of the children attend when grown 
 

1. Clearly, God Blesses The Role Of The Man In The Family 
 

And that is what we need to see- for the definition of a man has come under conflict… 
 

Illus- Bible Examples 
 

Consider TV 

• We don’t see godly men praised 

• We don’t see religious men much at all 
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• Unless held up for ridicule as some sort of religious fanatic 
 

One reason for this- at least- is the disrespect men of faith have been treated 

• Some seem to think that the religious life is some sort of effeminate life 

• But there are also who err in the opposite direction 

• The fundamentalist groups like Aryan Nation or White Brotherhood, or the Clan 
 

Then there is the portrayal of men as seen on TV… 
 

Ques- Have you ever noticed how some men and dads are treated on TV? 

• Al Bundy (“Married, with Children”) 

• Homer Simpson (“The Simpsons”) 

• Archie Bunker (“All in the Family”) 
 

Or consider the rapidly changing cultural norms that used to be exclusive to men only… 

• Such as the military- women now make up 15% 
 

Or consider politics 

• Women now hold 20% of seats in congress and the senate 
 

Or consider the clergy- where women are taking on an increasingly larger role as pastors 

• Episcopal church = 12% 

• Methodists = 15% 

• Presbyterian = 19% 

• United Church of Christ = 25% 

• And SBC- so far 30 out 40,000 
 

These roles used to be exclusively men, but not any more 
 

Men need to step up, speak up, and step out 

• For the world is in need of them 

• But also because God intends to bless them  
 

2. For God’s Intention Is To Work- As He Works- As An Example For Others To Follow 
 

As Jesus says, 
JN 5.19 Very truly I tell you, the Son can do nothing by himself; he can do only what he sees his Father doing, because 

whatever the Father does the Son also does. 
 

Illus- 2013 Pew Research Study 
 

The 2013 Pew Research Study found that fathers are the sole or primary providers for 85 percent of households 

• Today’s dad has tripled the time he spends caring for his children and does twice the housework, 

compared to fathers of a generation ago 

• When dads are able to succeed at work and be involved at home, families and children benefit 
 

Research shows that kids with dads who are involved in their lives really benefit… 

• They have better health 

• Make better grades in school 

• The have higher rates of graduation 

• As well as lower rates of incarceration and teen pregnancy  
 

Ques- Could it be it’s because they are passing on the spiritual values that served them well? 

• That when God blesses them man- he also blesses the home? 
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• That it is no accident- that God fulfills this command- from Adam, all the way down to today’s man? 
 

God’s gift to the home is the man 
 

II. FOR GODLY MEN KNOW THEIR PROPER ROLE IS SERVICE (vs. 11-12) 
JN 14.11 Believe me when I say that I am in the Father and the Father is in me; or at least believe on the evidence of the 

works themselves. 12 Very truly I tell you, whoever believes in me will do the works I have been doing, and they will do 

even greater things than these, because I am going to the Father.  
 

If there is one place that really sets men apart, it is in the role of service 

• Jesus epitomizes this most  

• For the work he calls men to do is beyond what many will ever do 
 

1. Godly Men Should Always Do What Is Best For Others- Without Expecting Praise Or Being Told 
 

Illus- Dad 
 

I remember growing up how I was taught what manners are… 

• Open doors for others for ladies 

• Carry their packages 

• Walk on the outer side of the sidewalk 

• Saying “Yes/No Sir”. “Yes/No Ma’am” 
 

Ques- How often do you see that these days? 
 

Here are a few others… 

• Stand up when a lady- or a gentleman- enters the room 

• Don’t put your elbows on the dinner table 

• Don’t talk with a mouth full of food 

• Never curse or swear 

• Be polite 
 

Then there are others… 

• The proper use of tableware (3 forks: salad, dinner, dessert (left side)… knife, teaspoon, soup spoon 

(right side) 

• Bowing- and curtsie for women 
 

We do these to ease the trials of living for others 

• It helps them 

• And makes us better people 
 

Jesus was the same way 
 

Illus- Bartimeus 
 

Ques- Do you remember the day he healed Bartimeus of his blindness 

• He knew he was blind 

• He didn’t have to be told 
 

But Jesus asked him anyway 
MK 10.51 “What do you want me to do for you?” Jesus asked him. The blind man said, “Rabbi, I want to see.” 52 “Go,” said 

Jesus, “your faith has healed you.” Immediately he received his sight and followed Jesus along the road. 
 

2. Godly Men Don’t Just Take The Easy Jobs- They Take The Tough Ones Too 
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If they have to be praised or told, then they really aren’t men 

• If they take only the easy roles 

• If they criticize 

• If they add to the burdens of others- either through criticisms or laziness- then they are not leaders at all 

• At best- they are boys- not men 
 

Consider Jesus… 
 

Ques- Did he take the easy jobs- or the tough ones too? 

• And how often was he abused? 

• And what about Paul the apostle? 

• And the others? 
 

Jesus showed us and told us- and this is what we need men to be 

• To be what God called them to be 

• Not remain little boys, but grow into men 
 

III. FOR GODLY MEN KNOW THEIR BLESSING IS IN THEIR SACRIFICE (vs. 13-14) 
JN 14.13 And I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14 You may ask me for 

anything in my name, and I will do it. 
 

This is why Jesus was so eager to go to Calvary 

• And so willing to take his men with him 

• They didn’t realize it 

• But he did 
 

Ques- Was it an easy assignment? 

• We know it wasn’t  
 

Ques- Did Jesus know it? 

• He sweat blood just hours before in Gethsemane 
 

Ques- But did it stop him? 

• We are saved today because of he work he was able to do 
 

1. Godly Men Know Their Blessing Is In The Sacrifice 
 

And that is why godly men- and fathers- and boys becoming men- take on the sacrifice 

• They don’t take the easy jobs 

• They take the tough ones too 

• And they don’t seek praise, for they realize that the blessing God gives them is built right in 
 

Consider these men… 
 

Illus- Great Fathers In The Bible 
 

Adam 

• The first father  
 

Abraham 

• The father of the Jewish nation 

• Called to leave his home and journey to a new land  
 

Moses  
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• He gave up royalty, position, and wealth 

• And to lead the Israelites to the Promised Land 
 

David 

• The great General- father of Solomon 
 

Joseph  

• The father of Jesus 

• Entrusted with raising Jesus until he could begin his mission 
 

These were called by God- great fathers- and great men 

• And he blessed them 

• Just as he promised 
 

Conclusion 

In our day men must realize that they are called in the same way 

• For men of faith- the story is still unfolding 
 

So let that be our legacy 

• To restore a godly vision and purpose 

• And live it out daily 
 

For the politicians are not going to get it right 

• But Godly men can and will- for God never fails 

• His promise is to bless fathers and men- when they step up, step out, and step faithfully- when they 

choose to be what God has called them to be 
 

End of Sermon Prayer 
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