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DARE TO BE DIFFERENT 

1 Peter 1.13-25 

(Courageous Christianity Series) 
1 PET 1.13 

Therefore, with minds that are alert and fully sober, set your hope on the grace to be brought to you when Jesus 

Christ is revealed at his coming. 
14 

As obedient children, do not conform to the evil desires you had when you lived in 

ignorance.  
15 

But just as he who called you is holy, so be holy in all you do; 
16 

for it is written: “Be holy, because I am 

holy.”
 17 

Since you call on a Father who judges each person’s work impartially, live out your time as foreigners here in 

reverent fear. 
18 

For you know that it was not with perishable things such as silver or gold that you were redeemed from 

the empty way of life handed down to you from your ancestors, 
19 

but with the precious blood of Christ, a lamb without 

blemish or defect. 
20 

He was chosen before the creation of the world, but was revealed in these last times for your 

sake. 
21 

Through him you believe in God, who raised him from the dead and glorified him, and so your faith and hope are 

in God. 
22 

Now that you have purified yourselves by obeying the truth so that you have sincere love for each other, love 

one another deeply, from the heart. 
23 

For you have been born again, not of perishable seed, but of imperishable, through 

the living and enduring word of God. 
24 

For, “All people are like grass, and all their glory is like the flowers of the field; 

the grass withers and the flowers fall, 
25 

but the word of the Lord endures forever.”
 
And this is the word that was preached 

to you. 
 

Intro 

Illus- Drive In Worship Services 
 

Next week it will be 11 weeks of outside worship services 

 From Easter to Father’s Day- doing battle with the coronavirus 

 Conducting drive-in worship services 

 Which this church has ever done before  
 

Time flies 

 And while the weather has been cooperating, it’s not likely to stay that way much longer 

 But neither will the coronavirus continue to make drive-in church necessary 
 

But either way, thank you for your faithfulness in the midst of adversity 

 That’s the true mark of a Christian 
 

But most of all give God the glory 

 For this church- founded in 1854- hasn’t stopped worshipping 

 From before the Civil War ‘till today 

 And let us pray that it never will 
 

Living the Christian life calls for living a life that is different 

 It takes courage 

 And not a little daring 

 If we expect to live the Christian life to the fullest 
 

As Peter says, 
1 PET 2.9 

But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye should shew forth the 

praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into his marvellous light 
 

But this peculiarity is not a bad thing- it can be a good thing 

 Like courage and daring 

 We are not “peculiar” like some would think or say 
 

Peculiar in that sense could prove worrisome 

 But that’s not what Paul means 

 Christians are “peculiar” in a spiritual sense 
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 Daring to be different- not like the rest 
 

1. To Say Christians Are A Peculiar People, It Means To Be Elevated To A Position Of Spirit That The 

Worldly Can Never Know- But Must Come To Know 
 

God wants the difference- not just the outside in- but the inside out 

 You might recall Jesus’ priestly prayer in John 17 

 Jesus did not ask God to take Christians out of the world 

 Jesus prayed Christians would make a difference in the world while in it 
 

As he says, 
JN 17.15 

My prayer is not that you take them out of the world…
18 

As you sent me into the world, I have sent them into the 

world.  
 

But these days many people are afraid to be different, and their reticence is apparent 

 If you don’t think so, just ask yourself… 
 

Ques- How many people do you know willing to show mercy? 

 …To love their enemy? 

 …To stop judging? 

 …To be an unworthy servant? 
 

But that is not what Christians do- their calling is different… 
 

Illus- Star Trek 
 

I liken it to the theme of Star Trek: To Boldly Go Where No Man Has Gone Before 
 

But it’s not the kind of courage that passes for courage too conveniently seen on TV 

 Carrying signs 

 Getting paid 

 And hoping your video clip goes viral on YouTube 
 

It’s the kind of courage that says, as Isaiah does… 
ISA 6.8 

Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send? And who will go for us?” And I said, “Here am 

I. Send me!” 
 

Ques- Can we hear today, “Here Am I Send Me”? 

 That’s the way anyone will ever see what the gospel looks like- what it does 

 It’s the best hope for a better world that there is 
 

2. That’s The Responsibility Of Godly People- Courageous & Daring- For The Cause And Cross Of Christ 

In A World That Is Unholy 
 

As Paul says,  
1 PET 1.15 

But just as he who called you is holy, so be holy in all you do; 
16 

for it is written: “Be holy, because I am holy.” 

 

Illus- Real Daring 
 

If only that was what today’s world would see…. 
 

The daring to think bigger… 

 And be bigger 
 

The daring to think creatively… 
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 And to act missionally 
 

The daring to share one’s self… 

 To take on the extra added burden of “…bearing another’s burdens…” 

 As Galatians 6.2 says so well 
 

These things some personalities will never do 

 Some may carry a sign in the streets as if they matter 

 To color their world with pretty pictures- and cries for justice- but never a cross 

 It’s as if they never got the message- even if they are wearing a clerical collar 
 

As Jesus says, 
JN 13.35 

By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another. 
 

Ques- And whose got the courage to do that? 

 Only those who know Christ 

 Who have the courage- and daring- to be different 
 

I. THEY ARE THE ONES WHO FORSAKE ALL FOR JESUS- ESPECIALLY IN AN UNHOLY AND 

UNRIGHTEOUS WORLD (vs. 14-16) 
1 PET 1.14 

As obedient children, do not conform to the evil desires you had when you lived in ignorance.  
15 

But just as he 

who called you is holy, so be holy in all you do; 
16 

for it is written: “Be holy, because I am holy.”
  

 

Consider, for example, what Peter is asking the Christian to do 

 He says give up evil 

 And be holy 
 

Sounds ok- so far- until you drill down on that 

 But evil isn’t just what you do 

 It is also what you should do, but don’t do 
 

Ques- And what about being holy? 

 Without that ambition, that zeal, one can devolve into rigidity and lack of relevance 

 And each generation has pushed against that 
 

1. But The Daring Needed Is Not The Kind That Works Simply From The Outside In- Like Unwashed 

Tombs- But The Inside Out As Only Christ Can Do 
 

It could be that one of the greatest compliment someone ever gives the Christian is for them to say, “That 

person is peculiar, they stand up for their convictions” 
 

Ques- Do you have that kind of daring? 

 Conviction? 

 Courage? 
 

2. There Must Be A Radical Change In The Perception That Christians Are Like Other People- They Are 

Not- Or At Least They Are Not Supposed To Be 
 

There is always a need for the person who dares to be different, provided they are different like Christ 

 They are the ones who go the extra mile 

 Who give their cloak- and coat 

 Who offer their left cheek- and right 

 Who pray for their persecutors 
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 Who don’t judge 

 Who loves their neighbor- and their enemy 
 

That’s what Jesus says to do 

 And that’s the royal road to holiness too 

 And if they see that- they have discovered the daring to be different in an unholy and unrighteous world 

too! 
 

II. DARE TO BE DIFFERENT BECAUSE THE WORLD IS WATCHING- BUT NOT ONLY THE 

WORLD- GOD IS WATCHING TOO (vs. 17) 
1 PET 1.17 

Since you call on a Father who judges each person’s work impartially, live out your time as foreigners here in 

reverent fear.  
 

It’s good to know God is watching 

 And that prayers are heard 

 But Peter also says “…to live out your time as foreigners…” 
 

Nothing else explains why Jesus was so ambitious to go to Calvary- as he says, 
JN 10.17 

The reason my Father loves me is that I lay down my life—only to take it up again.  
 

But with few exceptions, God does not expect most to do that… 
 

1. Rather, The Question Is- Having The Daring To Be Different- Even If The Whole World Lined Up 

Against You 
 

Illus- Billy Graham 
 

When Billy Graham was conducting his crusades, you might remember how he would always say, 

“I want you to get up out of your seat 

Start where you are 

Your friends will wait for you” 
 

“Every person that Jesus called, he called publicly” 
 

A public declaration takes daring, and that is just the start… 

 To stand up for Jesus- when others are too timid or afraid- takes daring  

 You are declaring yourself, “That this is what I stand for” 
 

Ques- What do you stand for? 
 

III. DARE TO BE DIFFERENT BY DOING WHAT OTHERS ARE RELUCTANT TO DO (vs. 22) 
1 PET 1.22 

Now that you have purified yourselves by obeying the truth so that you have sincere love for each other, love one 

another deeply, from the heart.  
 

Ques- Ask yourself, What are you willing to do for Jesus? 

 Have you declared yourself? 

 Have you done it publicly? 

 Would you do it again, and then keep doing it- not just with words- but actions? 
 

1. Dare To Be Different By Doing The Right Thing- No Matter What Other People Say Or Do 
 

That’s what God wants… 

 Hands that help others 

 Feet that hasten to the poor  
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 Mouths that pray for the lost  

 Eyes that see misery and want 

 Ears that hear the sorrows of men 
 

That is what God’s love looks like- and it’s what many are reluctant to do 
 

Conclusion 

In verse 16 the scripture says, 
1 PET 1.16 

for it is written: “Be holy, because I am holy.” 
 

That’s what Jesus did- and by so doing died for you 

 He dared to be different 
 

Ques- But what about you? 

 That’s the true measure of a Christian 

 Not by what he says, but what he dares to do! 
 

End of Sermon Prayer 
 
June 14, 2020 
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Disclaimer: I wish to express my gratitude to all the saints before me. Their love and generosity is reflected in my own humble efforts to prepare sermons for the body 
of Christ. Grace and Peace. 


