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AM I MY BROTHER’S KEEPER? 

Genesis 4.2b-9 
GEN 4.2b 

Now Abel kept flocks, and Cain worked the soil. 
3 
In the course of time Cain brought some of the fruits of the soil 

as an offering to the LORD.
4 
And Abel also brought an offering—fat portions from some of the firstborn of his flock. 

The LORD looked with favor on Abel and his offering, 
5 
but on Cain and his offering he did not look with favor. So Cain 

was very angry, and his face was downcast. 
6 
Then the LORD said to Cain, “Why are you angry? Why is your face 

downcast? 
7 
If you do what is right, will you not be accepted? But if you do not do what is right, sin is crouching at your 

door; it desires to have you, but you must rule over it.” 
8 
Now Cain said to his brother Abel, “Let’s go out to the 

field.” While they were in the field, Cain attacked his brother Abel and killed him. 
9 
Then the LORD said to Cain, “Where 

is your brother Abel?” “I don’t know,” he replied. “Am I my brother’s keeper?”  
 

Intro 

If ever there was a relevant question these days, it is this one… “Am I My Brother’s Keeper?”  

 And it’s a question that’s found throughout scripture 

 From the first book to the last book 

 From Moses to Jesus 

 And it’s a question that demands an answer 
 

You might recall a similar question was asked of Jesus  

 In The Parable Of The Good Samaritan- a religious expert in the Law asked “Who Is My Neighbor?” 

 And it too demands an answer 

 Jesus answered it 
 

Illus- Sermon On The Mount 
 

Reading the news today we can see for ourselves how important these questions are 

 There are riots  

 There is looting 

 And violence 

 People hurt 

 Concerned citizens 
 

Many praying, hoping peace will soon prevail 

 But if you read the headlines like I do, it seems as if some don’t want it to 

 And between both extremes there are other opinions and attitudes 
 

Ques- But what would Jesus say? 

 What would Jesus do? 
 

Jesus says, 

 If someone wants your coat- offer your cloak as well 

Jesus says, 

 If someone asks you to go one mile- you go two 

Jesus says, 

 I someone slaps you on the left cheek- offer your right cheek as well 
 

That’s what Jesus says to do 

 Among other things that the Sermon On The Mount in Mt. 5-7 says so well 
 

God’s grace is so wide there is room for everyone, for those ready to receive it 

 You don’t need to be an activist 

 You don’t need to be politically correct 
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 You don’t have to speculate about the end times 

 You don’t have to be anything other than ready to receive it 
 

For God’s grace overcomes the world, 
JN 3.16 

For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have 

eternal life. 
 

Ques- The question “Am I My Brother’s Keeper?” is as relevant today as the question “Who Is My Neighbor?’ 

 And in both questions, it is we who choose what we will do 

 To choose wisely is to choose like the Samaritan 

 To choose unwisely is to choose like Cain 

 And sadly, many people do 
 

When God asked “Where is your brother?”- Cain said “I don’t know. Am I my brother’s keeper?” 

 But God already knew the answer 

 He just wanted to see what Cain would do 

 God asks the same question to me and you 
 

1. But A Christian Ought To Know Already- For Jesus Has Made All Men Our Brother 
 

As he says, 
JN 13.34 

“A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. 
35 

By this 

everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.” 
 

Illus- Pastor’s 60
th

 Birthday Party 
 

I remember my surprise birthday party- I turned 60 years old 

 A deacon friend did a good job keeping it a secret 

 I remember we got to the Fellowship Hall and all these people screamed “Surprise!” 
 

I was surprised all right- until another friend turned to me and said, “They didn’t come for your birthday party, 

they came for the cake and ice cream!” 
 

Ques- With friends like that, who needs enemies? 
 

2. To Have To Ask The Question- Am I My Brother’s Keeper- Misses The Best God Has For Us 
 

It’s your calling too 

 But if your goal in life is to do your own thing, then living out your calling will be a challenge  

 True spirituality isn’t measured by how good you think you are- It is measured by how good you are to 

others 
 

That is why we don’t judge- we forgive 

 And extend mercy 

 And are generous 

 And kind 

 And loving 
 

It is Christ’s mission- and because it is his, it is ours too 
 

Illus- CC-BB-MF 
 

Imagine if you will what would happen if all the hot spots around the nation and world were overwhelmed with 

Christians… 
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Imagine if Christ centered, Bible based, ministry focused, evangelical Christians showed up in all those places 

 Do you think there would be more looting- or less? 

 Do you think there would be more love displayed- or less? 

 Do you think there would be more prayer- or less? 

 Do you think there would be more violence- or less? 
 

Giving these things means receiving them in return too 
 

3. To Ask The Question- Who Is My Brother- Misses The Purpose Of What It Means To Be Christian 
 

Cain answered God’s question with a question  

 Guilt was supplied in Cain’s answer 

 So God gave him his answer… 
 
GEN 4.10 

The LORD said, “What have you done? 
 

Ques- The question, “Am I My Brother’s Keeper?”- is one which all of us must answer for 

 And while we don’t have to be our brother’s keeper 

 Followers of Jesus already know what they must do 
 

I. GOD IS NO RESPECTER OF PERSONS- HE LOVES ALL EQUALLY TOO (vs. 2b-7) 
GEN 4.2b 

Now Abel kept flocks, and Cain worked the soil. 
3 
In the course of time Cain brought some of the fruits of the soil 

as an offering to the LORD.
4 
And Abel also brought an offering—fat portions from some of the firstborn of his flock. 

The LORD looked with favor on Abel and his offering, 
5 
but on Cain and his offering he did not look with favor. So Cain 

was very angry, and his face was downcast. 
6 
Then the LORD said to Cain, “Why are you angry? Why is your face 

downcast? 
7 
If you do what is right, will you not be accepted? But if you do not do what is right, sin is crouching at your 

door; it desires to have you, but you must rule over it.”  
 

At first, we might think God loved Abel more 

 But God loved Cain too 

 He loves all equally 

 God’s plan- is a redemptive plan- and his purpose is to merciful to all- just like he has been merciful to 

you 

 His mercy and grace is extended to all- just like it is extended to you- and he has plan for you to bless 

you 
 

As the Bible says, 
EPH 2.10 

For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to 

do. 
 

1. God Loved Cain And Abel- But He Chooses To Bless Those Who Do His Will 
 
ROM 12.2 

Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be 

able to test and approve what God’s will is…” 
 

Abel was blessed because he offered the “firstborn” of his flocks 

 And Cain offered “some” of the fruits of the soil 
 

Ques- Could that be where the problem lies? 

 If our priority is to give God our first and finest- rather than “some” fruits of the soil- then God knows 

where our priorities lie 
 

Illus- Frozen Givers  
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I read a story about the Butterball Turkey Company, which set up a hotline to answer consumers’ questions 

about preparing turkeys 
 

A woman called to ask about a turkey she kept for 23 years 

 They told her that- even if it was safe- the flavor’s deteriorated 

 And she couldn’t recommend eating it 
 

The lady thought as much, and then she replied, “That’s what I thought. I’ll just give it to the church.”                                        
 

Abel did not give God his leftovers- but his first fruits- Cain did not 

 And so when it came to blessing, we see which God would choose 

 Abel’s “firstborn”  

 Not Cain’s “some fruits of the soil” 
 

As God explains, 
GEN 4.7 

If you do what is right, will you not be accepted? But if you do not do what is right, sin is crouching at your door; it 

desires to have you, but you must rule over it.” 
 

Ques- Could this be the challenge for many people who want God’s blessing today? 

 If we give God our leftovers, he will know where our heart is 

 But if we give our best- God will see where your heart is- and bless 
 

God wants and gives the best 
ROM 5.8 

But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 
 

II. THE GROUND IS LEVEL AT THE FOOT OF THE CROSS- AND WHILE ALL NEED THE 

GRACE AND MERCY THAT FLOWS FROM THERE- YOU MUST ALSO WANT IT TOO (vs. 8-9) 
GEN 4.8 

Now Cain said to his brother Abel, “Let’s go out to the field.” While they were in the field, Cain attacked his 

brother Abel and killed him. 
9 
Then the LORD said to Cain, “Where is your brother Abel?” “I don’t know,” he replied. 

“Am I my brother’s keeper?”  
 

If you have brothers and sisters, at one time you had to be their babysitter… 
 

Illus- Family Feuds 
 

I’ve been happy to join in some of your family times- some of you come from large families- from larger 

families you learn a lot- certain experiences come with the territory… 

 Its noisy 

 You get hand me downs 

 Fights are common 

 But loyalty can be very high 
 

There really is no question about loyalty 

 You might not know where your brother and sisters are- like Cain said 

 Maybe you had to babysit them- you liked that even less 

 But when it came to family pride, you stood up for them 
 

And Jesus stands up for you too 

 Jesus doesn’t say love these people- not those people  

 He says love all people 

 Jesus died for all- he died for you… 
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1. And No Matter What Others Do- It Shouldn’t Change What You Do- Your Purpose Is To Share God’s 

Love With All Your Neighbors, Not Just A Few 
 

Illus- The Mark of Cain 
 

The circumstances these days are tumultuous… 

 Riots  

 Protesters  

 Violence 

 Looting 

 Mayhem 

 Fear 

 Arrests  
 

But that’s not all… 

 There is the coronavirus 

 Face masks 

 Social distancing 

 Illness, and for some- death 
 

Ques- Are they our brothers too? 

 Jesus says yes, and to treat them any different is to miss the point of his coming 
 

They need to see… 

 A loving you 

 A forgiving you 

 A helpful you 

 A respectful you 
 

Jesus says no one is so bad that they cannot be your brother 
 

III. I AM MY BROTHER’S KEEPER BECAUSE WE HAVE A COMMON FATHER WHO LOVES US 

(vs. 10-16) 
GEN 4.10 

The LORD said, “What have you done? Listen! Your brother’s blood cries out to me from the ground. 
11 

Now you 

are under a curse and driven from the ground, which opened its mouth to receive your brother’s blood from your 

hand. 
12 

When you work the ground, it will no longer yield its crops for you. You will be a restless wanderer on the earth.” 
13 

Cain said to the LORD, “My punishment is more than I can bear.
14 

Today you are driving me from the land, and I will be 

hidden from your presence; I will be a restless wanderer on the earth, and whoever finds me will kill me.” 
15 

But 

the LORD said to him, “Not so; anyone who kills Cain will suffer vengeance seven times over.” Then the LORD put a mark 

on Cain so that no one who found him would kill him. 
16 

So Cain went out from the LORD’s presence and lived in the land 

of Nod, east of Eden. 
 

Cain paid a high price for low living 

 Sin was his master 

 And it finally showed itself when he killed his brother 
 

But God still loved Cain 

 He did not die for his murder 

 But he was marked, and banished 
 

The mark of Cain preserved his life- but it also stayed with him the rest of his life 
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1. Cain’s failure Doesn’t Have To Be Your Failure- Cain Failed Because He Saw Himself Separate And 

Superior To His Brother 
 

If there is a choice to be made, the correct choice is always to humble yourself before almighty God.  

 And he will show you what he wants from you 
 

As the scripture says, 
JAS 4.10 

Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he will lift you up. 
 

It is not for us to judge our neighbor 

 If our brother does wrong- God will take care of it 

 And when you do right- God will bless you 

 Either way, we do our brother a service when we are his keeper 
 

As Paul says, 
GAL 6.1 

Brothers and sisters, if someone is caught in a sin, you who live by the Spirit should restore that person gently. But 

watch yourselves, or you also may be tempted. 
2 
Carry each other’s burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of 

Christ. 
3 
If anyone thinks they are something when they are not, they deceive themselves. 

4 
Each one should test their own 

actions. Then they can take pride in themselves alone, without comparing themselves to someone else, 
5 
for each one 

should carry their own load. 
 

Conclusion 

In the end Cain was still Abel’s brother 

 He could no more change that as we can change ours 
 

And God was still gracious to Cain… 

 He could have killed him- but didn’t  

 Still, a righteous man lost his life for the sins of another 
 

But fortunately for us, there is a savior 

 Jesus steps in sins place and removes it- and blesses us 
 

Ques- Isn’t that what Jesus has done? 

 Jesus shows us what a brother is 

 And he answers the question about brotherhood for us 

 Not just by what he says- but by what he does 
 

Ques- So what do you say to the question, Who is a brother to you? 

 Maybe we should turn it around do what Jesus says 
 
JN 13.34 

 “A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you…”  
 

End of Sermon Prayer 
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