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WHAT DO YOU WANT JESUS TO DO FOR YOU? 

Matthew 20.29-34 
MT 20.29 As Jesus and his disciples were leaving Jericho, a large crowd followed him. 30 Two blind men were sitting by the 

roadside, and when they heard that Jesus was going by, they shouted, “Lord, Son of David, have mercy on us!” 31 The 

crowd rebuked them and told them to be quiet, but they shouted all the louder, “Lord, Son of David, have mercy on us!”  
32 Jesus stopped and called them. “What do you want me to do for you?” he asked. 33 “Lord,” they answered, “we want our 

sight.” 34 Jesus had compassion on them and touched their eyes. Immediately they received their sight and followed him. 
 

Intro  

Illus- POW-MIA…You Are Not Forgotten 
 

The other day as I was going in the Speedway convenience store I happened to come across a strange man 

• At first, I thought he was homeless 

• He had the appearance of those in larger places 

• Scruffy exterior 

• A beard maybe 

• Shabby clothes 
 

If you go into Greenville you will run across them regularly 

• They might stand in front of the McDonald’s 

• Or maybe at a busy intersection 

• Usually holding up a sign Will work for food 
 

But this man was different 

• He was sitting next to the door 

• He had a dog with him 

• A 3 wheel bicycle 

• And attached to the bicycle was a pennant flag- it was black, and it said… 
 

POW-MIA…You Are Not Forgotten 
 

So- being a veteran, I went up to him and asked, Are you a veteran? 

• And that’s when I saw a sign attached to his bike 

• Just like some of the signs you see the homeless hold up 

• But he wasn’t asking for money 

• It was a sign that said…  
 

Riding across the USA 
 

Ques- So I asked him, Where are you coming from? 

• And he said, New Mexico 
 

It’s not too often I see vets do this- so we talked for a moment- one veteran to another, before I left  
 

I know Memorial Day was last week, but I couldn’t help making the connection between this man and those we 

memorialize 
 

Ques- I wonder how many of these men- the homeless vets- are remembered? 

• I wonder how many men- and women too- are out there like him? 

• He carried a sign that said, POW-MIA…You Are Not Forgotten 

• Yet if there is one thing we have done badly, it is to take care of our veterans 
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Illus- Problems at the VA 
 

The Associated Press recently reported that since 2009 controlled substances at the VA have been turning up 

missing 

• Internal investigations have discovered a dramatic increase in opioid theft 
 

But that’s not all… 

• Missing prescriptions have increased 

• As well as unauthorized drug use 
 

Ques- And who is doing this? 

• It is not the patients 

• It is the employees of the VA 
 

But there’s more… 

• Tens of thousands of vets have been waiting months for medical care, while managers have cooked the 

books to hide the delays 

• VA employees have created false waiting lists to mask delays for medical treatment 
 

Ques- And what has been the result? 

• Dozens of deaths across the country 
 

You might recall President Trump firing the last VA Director- David Shulkin- and nominated his own personal 

doctor 

• His doctor took the job, but pulled his name from consideration 

• He turned the job down, and as of today there is still no permanent secretary in the job 
 

It seems to me we could treat our veterans a little bit better 

• They may not have lost their lives 

• But they did risk their lives 

• And for that- we owe them our gratitude- yet it seems gratitude these days is a quality too much in short 

supply 
 

1. Ingratitude Is Spiritual Blindness- And That Is Why Abundant Life Is Experienced By So few  
 

Leo Tolstoy once wrote, “I cried because I had no shoes until I met a man who had no feet.” 
 

We can only imagine the suffering and loss by those who Jesus came across the day he met these blind men 

• Shouting by the roadside 

• Can’t walk, can’t work 

• No insurance like today- no entitlement programs- no medicaid, no medicare 
 

Ques- If you were them, wouldn’t you yell too? 
 

Illus- Bad Backs 
 

It’s been recently my experience too… 
 

My car has been given me trouble 

• Problems that I hope will soon be fixed 

• It is aggravating, but not life threatening 

• Simply something electrical 
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But coincidentally I’ve been experiencing back problems too 
 

I originally discovered my condition while on a mission trip in the New Orleans area 

• While doing recovery work I had a sharp back pain 

• But I kept working- and then it hit me 
 

When I came back home it was so bad I couldn’t get off the floor 

• I called the EMS van to take me to the hospital, but I couldn’t open the door 

• I crawled across the house- to the kitchen- only to discover I couldn’t reach up to grab the handle 

• After several attempts I got it done 

• And that was the first time I realized I had a big problem 
 

Today- from time to time- flare-ups come  

• For me it means having trouble moving 

• It means pain 

• It means having trouble getting out of bed 

• I have to drop to the floor, and use the furniture to lift myself up 
 

It is times like that where you are grateful for good health 
 

Ques- If that is you, I can relate with you- but what is that to the man who has no feet for his shoes? 

• What is that to the blind men who are shouting at Jesus to help? 
 

2. God’s Gift Is Redemption- And It Is Through Our Life Experience We Realize What He Is Doing 
 

Today, I can sympathize with my veteran brothers and sisters 

• I can sympathize with those who have chronic health issues 

• I can sympathize with those who have had to do without 

• I can sympathize with those who get a late start in life 

• And I can sympathize with those without redemption too 
 

Ques- And if these things are also true for you, don’t you think God is sending us a message about what he 

intends to do? 
 

I. ANSWERS COME AT THE INTERSECTION OF OPPORTUNITY AND CHOICE (vs. 29-30) 
MT 20.29 As Jesus and his disciples were leaving Jericho, a large crowd followed him. 30 Two blind men were sitting by the 

roadside, and when they heard that Jesus was going by, they shouted, “Lord, Son of David, have mercy on us!”  
 

Ques- Could it be that it is no accident that this opportunity came upon them? 

• Is it possible God designed it that way? 
 

You might recall in John 9, when Jesus healed another blind man 

• The disciples asked if he had become blind due to sin 
 

But Jesus said, 
JN 9.3 “Neither this man nor his parents sinned,” said Jesus, “but this happened so that the works of God might be displayed 

in him. 
 

1. God Can Handle Any Size Problem- No Problem Is Too Big, And No Detail Is Too Small 
 

Ques- When we have problems, we do our best to handle it- but what do we do when it is too big? 

• What is too often missed is missing “how” the answers come 

• We think we handle the little ones 
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• And the simple ones 

• And the daily ones 

• We just leave the big ones to God 
 

Ques- Could it be that God is waking us up? 

• That the issue at stake is not the problem- but how we view it? 

• That God is helping us to deepen, strengthen, and lengthen our faith? 

• And that these problems are ordained to teach us that he is in the midst of everything? 
 

Illus- Blind Men 
 

You might remember other stories just like these two men… 

• It seems it is no accident 

• God is doing it all the time 
 

Ques- Do you remember blind Bartimeus? 
MK 10.48 Many rebuked him and told him to be quiet, but he shouted all the more, “Son of David, have mercy on me!” 
 

Ques- And John 9? 
JN 9.6 [Jesus] anointed the eyes of the blind man with clay, 7 He said, Go, wash in the pool of Siloam. He came back seeing. 
 

Ques- And the two men we see here in Matthew 20? 
MT 20.30  “…when they heard that Jesus was going by, they shouted, “Lord, Son of David, have mercy on us!” 
 

2. It’s Not The “Problem” That Is The Problem- But Knowing Where Our Redemption Comes From 
 

Ques- Could it be that God is teaching us to be faithful? 

• When we refuse to learn any other way, there is nothing like experience to get our attention 

• But experience is only one way- surely there are others 
 

Ques- The question is do we see them? 
 

II. GOD HAS AN ANSWER FOR EVERY PROBLEM (vs. 31) 
31 The crowd rebuked them and told them to be quiet, but they shouted all the louder, “Lord, Son of David, have mercy on 

us!”  
 

We like to think that for every problem, there is a quick and easy solution 

• But that is not true 

• At least not from our point of view 

• If that is all hope for, then it ought to be apparent we might not be seeing rightly 
 

God is not concerned with the length of our lives only- he is also concerned with its quality 
 

Illus- Navy Way 
 

While I was in boot camp my drill instructor used to say, “There is the right way, there is the wrong way, and 

there is the Marine Corps way” 
 

Ques- Guess which way we ended up doing? 
 

His point wasn’t lost on us, because not following his directions meant pain and suffering 

• Nothing like the pain of experience to teach you 

• Marines can be pretty tough on you 

• And those lessons were not lost upon me 
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And God is no different 
 

1. We Might Be Stubborn And Think “My Way Is The Best Way”- But Only God’s Way Never Fails 
 

Illus- Coincidences 
 

You can probably point to any number of coincidences that turn up in your life 
 

Ques- Do you think of them as accidents? 

• Or do you think there is intentionality to them? 
 

Consider how many times you’ve done all you can- and God brings you an answer… 

• Just when you are exhausted- God sends you someone to lift you up 

• Just when you have used up all your personal resources- God sends a generous person to help you 

• And just when you shout at the top of your lungs “God have mercy on me sinner” he is there 
 

That is the turning point for many- they realize their “right way” might not be God’s way 
 

2. Sometimes These Coincidences Are God’s Way Of Getting Our Attention 
 

It is not usual for anyone to admit powerlessness 

• In fact, it is usually the opposite 

• But God has a way of going around that too 
 

Ques- But can’t we see God in all the things we do? 

• Too many times too many seek the miracle 

• The signs and wonders 

• But Jesus criticized those who take that view 
 

As he says, 
MT 12.39 An evil and adulterous generation craves a sign. Yet no sign will be given to it except the sign of the prophet Jonah 
 

Illus- God’s Will & Way 
 

Consider… 

• The friend who cheers you up 

• The doctor who gives you a physical or a prescription 

• The lawyer who gets you untangled 

• The CPA who prepares your taxes 

• The neighbor next door who watches your house while you are on vacation 

• The Christian in your church who brings you a hot meal when you are ill 
 

Ques- Since when are these moments not God ordained too? 

• Could it be that the reason we expect live entertainment on Sunday- or stay at home on Wednesdays- is 

that we have grown too calloused? 
 

If we have, then I can envision ways in which God will get our attention in ways we might not like 
 

III. GOD HEARS AND ANSWERS- BUT IT IS UP TO US TO ASK- AND FOLLOW THROUGH (vs. 32-34) 
32 Jesus stopped and called them. “What do you want me to do for you?” he asked. 33 “Lord,” they answered, “we want our 

sight.” 34 Jesus had compassion on them and touched their eyes. Immediately they received their sight and followed him. 
 

Not everyone believed in Jesus in his day 
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• Some thought of him as a charlatan 

• Others thought he was evil- or demon possessed 

• And still others were just plain resentful 
 

1. You Can Believe What You Want About Jesus- But That In No Way Changes The Truth 
 

If you go back through the scriptures, you can read how he didn’t save everyone 

• He walked through crowds 

• He answered the challenges of the proud 

• He taught in synagogues where they threw him out 
 

It makes you wonder- but one thing you consistently see in Jesus- a common theme… 
 

As he says,  
MT 20.32  “What do you want me to do for you?”  
 

If we ask, he will answer- for there isn’t anything he cannot do 
 

2. But Whatever Answer He Gives- We Have To Be Prepared To Follow Through 
 

Ques- Maybe the reason so many have a faith without depth, without weight- is right here at this moment of 

intersection, between opportunity and choice? 

• Could it be we are not prepared to follow through? 

• In such circumstances- what’s next then? 

• Is it not more experience- to wake us up- like these blind men? 
 

Illus- Baptism 
 

We just performed three baptisms last month 

• Always a great thing, these baptisms are done in community 

• And so is the Lord’s Supper- shared in community 
 

It is a reaffirmation of our values- of what we claim to believe 

• But there is another reason too 

• For many, there has been no testimony in years- if not decades of the things only God can do 

• But also of our intentions to follow through 
 

We can write off “coincidences” if we choose 

• But not the baptism 

• Not the Lord’s Supper 

• And maybe that is why Jesus healed- performed miracles- in plain sight 
 

As he says… 
JN 10.37 Do not believe me unless I do the works of my Father. 38 But if I do them, even though you do not believe me, 

believe the works, that you may know and understand that the Father is in me, and I in the Father. 
 

Conclusion 
When Jesus asks, “What do you want me to do for you?” 

• That is a question only the individual can answer 

• Just be prepared for the answer- and to follow through 
 

For just like the men in this story, they had more life to live 

• No more begging 
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• They had to work 

• No more cheating- or skating off another’s generosity 
 

Just ask- and see what he wants you to do- and he will answer 

• And you will see a thousand coincidences 

• And maybe a miracle or two 

• And then stand amazed- to see what he was always willing to do to bless you 
 

End of Sermon Prayer 
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