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WHO DO YOU SAY I AM 

Matthew 16.13-20 
MT 16.13 When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do people say the Son of Man 

is?” 14 They replied, “Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and still others, Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” 
15 “But what about you?” he asked. “Who do you say I am?” 16 Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of 

the living God.” 17 Jesus replied, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this was not revealed to you by flesh and 

blood, but by my Father in heaven. 18 And I tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the 

gates of Hades will not overcome it. 19 I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven; whatever you bind on earth will 

be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.”20 Then he ordered his disciples not to tell 

anyone that he was the Messiah. 
 

Intro 

When I read these words from Matthew, I always get the impression that Peter just blurted out what was most 

on his mind 

• He was known for this 

• And sometimes the Lord chastised him for it too 

• He seemed to be the type that the first thing in his mind came out 
 

If you are like me, you occasionally do this… 

• We get tongue tied, and funny things come out 

• When it happens, all you can do is correct yourself as soon as you can 
 

Joke- Church Marquis Bloopers 
 

I don’t how many of you notice, but as I drive along I like to read church marquis signs 

• And sometimes they have the same problem you and I have too 
 

Here are just a few… 

• Bertha Belch, A Missionary From Africa, Will Be Speaking Tonight At Church. Come Hear Bertha 

Belch All The Way From Africa 

• At The Evening Service Tonight, The Sermon Topic Will Be "What Is Hell?" Come Early And Listen To 

Our Choir Practice 

• Don't Let Worry Kill You Off - Let The Church Help  

• The Sermon This Morning: "Jesus Walks On The Water." The Sermon Tonight: "Searching For Jesus"  
 

And here are a few from church bulletins… 

• Weight Watchers Will Meet At 7 Pm At The Church. Please Use Large Double Door At The Side 

Entrance 

• The Choir Invites Any Member Of The Congregation Who Enjoys Sinning To Join The Choir 

• The Pastor Will Preach His Farewell Message, After Which The Choir Will Sing, “Joy To The World” 
 

Ques-  

Recently- if you have noticed- a marquis sign in a Vanceboro church says, “We have the best pastor” 

• That’s a pretty cheeky thing to say 

• But it got me to thinking… 
 

Ques- How do they know they have the best pastor? 

• There is a reason why God places people where he does 

• And sometimes it is not the reason we think 
 

Ques- God puts people in our lives that are different- otherwise, how would we grow? 

• The idea that everyone must be Just Like Me or Just Like Us- is very dangerous 
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• You can’t grow if everybody is thinking alike 

• As the saying goes, If everyone is thinking alike, no one is thinking 
 

1. And That Is Why The Question Jesus Asks Is Personal- Who Do You Say I Am- Has Nothing To Do With 

What Others Think Or Do 
 

This does not mean that the people God puts in your life are accidental 

• They are actually intentional 

• God has designs on your life 
 

But we don’t always see that 

• And the reason is because  we are limited in scope 

• We make plans- but God does too- and God does not choose to tell us everything 
 

2. The Intersections In Your Life Tell A Story - God Is Very Intentional About What He Expects From You 
 

If you think about all of your family- we had no choice in their selection 

• Ques- Didn’t God do that? 
 

Think about your lifelong/close friends 

• Ques- Did God have anything to do with that? 
 

Or consider your spouse 

• Ques- Did God have anything to do with that? 
 

Ques- Where do you draw the line, from what God did- and what you did? 
 

You might remember the words of Jesus, 
JN 15.16 You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you so that you might go and bear fruit… 
 

It is likely that the apostles didn’t think that way- but that’s what Jesus says… 

• God is very intentional 

• God has high expectations 

• We ought never forget to whom we have been called 
 

And God arranges things according to time, place, and circumstance  

• And he doesn’t tell you everything up front 

• And the reason is you are likely to reject it once you know what it is 
 

Ques- Jesus knew this too- and to gauge the faith of his disciples he asked this one question… Who Do You Say 

I Am? 
 

I. IF YOU SAY JESUS IS LORD- THEN KNOW THAT YOU HAVE GIVEN HIM THE RIGHT TO 

RULE OVER YOU (vs. 13-17) 
MT 16:13 When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, "Who do people say the Son of 

Man is?" MT 16:14 They replied, "Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and still others, Jeremiah or one of the 

prophets." MT 16:15 "But what about you?" he asked. "Who do you say I am?" MT 16:16 Simon Peter answered, "You 

are the Christ, the Son of the living God." MT 16:17 Jesus replied, "Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this was not 

revealed to you by man, but by my Father in heaven.  
 

Illus- Dog Walking 
 

When I was growing up we had these dogs 
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• We had a Terrier 

• A Japanese spaniel 

• And a German Shepherd 
 

I know some of you have dogs, and when I come over I enjoy them 
 

But some of your dogs… 

• They heel  

• Play dead 

• Shake hands 

• Sit on command 

• I have known some dogs fetch the paper 
 

You can be sure the Lord knows we can be like that too 

• Man proposes- but God disposes 

• And that is why he doesn’t tell us everything 
 

But there is one thing we must do- one which he makes very clear… 
 

1. Everything Rests On Who Jesus Is To You- It Is Up To You- But Also Know That The Choice You Make 

Is Reflected Back Upon You 
 

You don’t have to follow Christ- in fact many don’t- even those who say they do 

• It is voluntary choice  

• You don’t have to 

• But if you do, he will bless you in ways you never thought possible 
 

Illus- Boot Camp 
 

In boot camp, they had these little yellow footprints everywhere 

• At first I didn’t know what they were 

• But I soon found out 
 

Now, the thing was, I wasn’t drafted- I signed up for this 
 

You talk about punishment 

• You don’t know what it is until you have had a Marine Corps Drill Instructor screaming at you every 

hour of every day 
 

But I could quit any time I wanted to- that too was a choice 

• But I am not a quitter 

• If I believe in something I would rather die than quit 

• I just don’t believe in quitting 
 

Now, if I had quit, that doesn’t mean I am any less an American 

• It just means I am unwilling to serve 
 

Many Americans are like that too 

• They refuse to pay taxes 

• Many Americans also commit crimes and break our laws 

• They can make our lives miserable 

• But it doesn’t mean they are not Americans 
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So when Jesus says,  
MT 16.15 "Who do you say I am?" 
 

It is a question that has nothing to do with what other people do 

• It is a personal question 

• It has nothing to do with your politics 

• Or the size of your bank account 

• Or how good you were at school  

• Besides, you will never have all the information anyway- others thought to do this and failed… 
 

As the disciples said… 
MT 16:14 "Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and still others, Jeremiah or one of the prophets 
 

Ques- The question, Who do you say I am?... is the foundation upon which everything else rests 
 

2. Jesus Is Everything He Says He Is- But To Know This Is A Matter Of Revelation 
 

As Jesus says, 
MT 16:17 "Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this was not revealed to you by man, but by my Father in heaven. 
 

Ques- Do you notice that only Peter was the only disciple who got it? 

• After all the scripture reading 

• All the synagogue attending 

• All the Jewish, and rabbinical, and cultural influences 

• Only Peter said it 
 

Ques- Could it be the rest needed to “see to believe” just a little while longer? 

• Sooner or later, faith steps are necessary 
 

II. IF YOU SAY JESUS IS LORD- THEN KNOW YOUR TESTIMONY BLESSES YOU (vs. 18) 
MT 16:18 And I tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not 

overcome it.  
 

There are some things God will bless, and some things he won’t 

• We can have the best mission camps in the summer 

• We can have more tithes and the largest budget  

• The best music program 

• But none of it matters if we have no personal testimony 
 

As Jesus says, 
MT 10.32 Whoever therefore shall confess me before men, him will I confess also before my Father in heaven. MT 10.33 But 

whosoever shall deny me before men, him will I also deny before my Father which is in heaven. 
 

1. But Even If We Do Fail Him- He Won’t Fail You- God Succeeds In What He Chooses To Do 
 

Illus- Baptism, Church Attendance  
 

There once was three pastors, and all of them had serious problems in their church with the rats 
 

They got together for lunch one day and found out that each of them had the same problem and wanted to know 

how the others handled it… 
 

One pastor said,  



5 
05-20-18 

Sunday  

"I got so mad, I took a shotgun and fired at them. It made holes in the floor, but did nothing to the rats" 
 

The second pastor said,  

"I tried trapping them alive with rat traps and cheese. Then I drove 50 miles before releasing them, but they 

returned" 
 

The third pastor said,  

"I haven't had any more problems” 
 

Ques- The other two were amazed, so they asked, "What did you do?" 
 

He replied, "I simply baptized and made them members, and I haven't seen them since." 
 

If we want reasons not to come to church- we can come up with them… 
 

Illus- Church Sleepers 
 

A guy said once, “I absolutely cannot afford to miss church…I need the sleep!” 
 

I have heard it all, seen it all, and not much surprises me any more… 
 

Illus- Finders, Keepers, Losers, Weepers 
 

There was a congregation that decided to have four worship services each Sunday 

1. There was one for those new to the faith 

2. Another for those who liked traditional worship 

3. One for those who'd lost their faith and would like to get it back 

4. And still another for those who had bad experiences with churches and complained about it  
 

 They have names for each of the services: Finders, Keepers, Losers, Weepers 
 

Ques- Do you know why we go to church? 

• God can take the worst of us- and make it the best out of us 

• God is wherever there are two or more gathered 

• That’s where salvation lies & testimony  

• And we are not dependent on any man for that 
 

Illus- Jesus is Lord 
 

People who talk big- or think they are big in this world- are going to have a rude awakening in the next 
 

And if that means standing before a firing squad 

• Or being abused by some politician  

• Or being rejected  

• Or humiliated by men 

• So be it 

• We say we stand with Christ 
 

III. IF YOU SAY JESUS IS LORD- THEN KNOW IF YOU ARE BOUND WITH HIM HE WILL SEE 

YOU THROUGH (vs. 19-20) 
MT 16:19 I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven; whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and 

whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven." MT 16:20 Then he warned his disciples not to tell anyone that he 

was the Christ. 
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Some will never admit (or confess) Jesus as Lord 

• They refuse accountability 

• But you cannot have the kingdom without the King 
 

1. When Jesus Talks Of Binding & Loosing- He Means We Are Responsible For What We Do And Say 
 

It has been experience that those who reject this binding- lose as church members 

• But you cannot have a church without it 

• The Great Confession leads to the Great Commandment of Jesus (Jn 13.34-35) to love 

• And that leads to the Great Commission (Mt. 28.19-20) to make disciples 
 

And all of these are binding on the Christian… 

• “Who do we say Jesus is?”  

• “Will we love as he commanded us to?” 

• “Will we go where he tells us to?” 
 

This is the “rock” that Jesus refers to- to bind ourselves to this 

• The “rock” is not a church building 

• A church budget or a church program 
 

These are only means and methods- and they all change- it is the message that is eternal 
 

As Jesus says, 
JN 14.6  “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. 
 

Conclusion 

Ques- Who do you say Jesus is? 

• If you say Jesus is Lord- then know you have given him the right to rule over you 

• And that you do so voluntarily 

• To be bound with him in all the things you say and do 
 

If you do this- then know that whatever you go through- he will see you through 

• For he will never deny his love for you 

• That is his testimony- from him, proven over and over- to you 
 

End of Sermon Prayer 
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