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HOW TO HAVE GREATER POWER IN YOUR PRAYERS 

Acts 4.24-33 
ACTS 4.24 

 …they lifted up their voice to God with one accord, and said, Lord, thou art God, which hast made heaven, and 

earth, and the sea, and all that in them is: 
25 

Who by the mouth of thy servant David hast said, Why did the heathen rage, 

and the people imagine vain things? 
26 

The kings of the earth stood up, and the rulers were gathered together against the 

Lord, and against his Christ. 
27 

For of a truth against thy holy child Jesus, whom thou hast anointed, both Herod, and 

Pontius Pilate, with the Gentiles, and the people of Israel, were gathered together, 
28 

For to do whatsoever thy hand and 

thy counsel determined before to be done. 
29 

And now, Lord, behold their threatenings: and grant unto thy servants, that 

with all boldness they may speak thy word, 
30 

By stretching forth thine hand to heal; and that signs and wonders may be 

done by the name of thy holy child Jesus. 
31 

And when they had prayed, the place was shaken where they were assembled 

together; and they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and they spake the word of God with boldness. 
32 

And the multitude 

of them that believed were of one heart and of one soul: neither said any of them that ought of the things which he 

possessed was his own; but they had all things common. 
33 

And with great power gave the apostles witness of the 

resurrection of the Lord Jesus: and great grace was upon them all. 
 

Intro 

Illus- Taxi Driver In Heaven 
 

A preacher and a taxi driver both died and went to heaven. St. Peter was at the Pearly gates waiting for them.  
 

'Come with me', said St. Peter to the taxi driver. The taxi driver did as he was told and followed St. Peter to a 

mansion. It had anything you could imagine from a bowling alley to an Olympic size pool. 'Wow, thank you', 

said the taxi driver.  
 

Next, St. Peter led the preacher to a rugged old shack with a bunk bed and a little old television set.  
 

'Wait, I think you are a little mixed up! Shouldn't I be the one who gets the mansion? After all I was a preacher, 

went to church every day, and preached God's word.'  
 

'Yes, that's true. But during your sermons people slept. When the taxi driver drove, everyone prayed.' 

 

Belonging to the Lord gives you certain advantages 

 One of course is knowing God as father 

 Another is knowing your future is signed, sealed, and delivered due to the work of Jesus 

 And another one is one which- when used- can empowers you in the here and now 
 

And that advantage is prayer 
 

Prayer is a power that gives us access to the spirit, and makes it possible to love like Jesus, commanded, 

overcome like Jesus experienced, and to live in abundance as Jesus promised 
 

Prayer is, of course, an essential discipline if we are to ever to be effective disciples. Yet of all the spiritual 

disciplines prayer is arguably the most misunderstood and misapplied practice there is 

 Not that people don’t pray 

 People are always praying 
 

Rather, it is in the one-sidedness of it that needs to be adjusted 

 Like making a phone call, you can talk- but if you are hearing- you have a problem 
 

1. God Is In A Relationship With Us- And Having This Relationship Benefits Us In Ways Which Are Only 

Accessible Through The Spirit 
 

As a servant of God, you will have times when people will come to you expecting to have access to God 

 You might be in a hospital 
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 You might be about to have surgery 

 It could be poverty 

 Or maybe anxiety over family  

 Or a problem with money 
 

They don’t know how to address it, talk about it, or pray to overcome it 

 But they are assuming you do 

 So they come to you 

 And they are hoping you can do what they believe what they can’t do 
 

2. But When It Comes To Prayer The Ground Is Level At The Foot Of The Cross- It Begins With A 

Relationship- Not Your Abilities, For Prayer To Be Answered Must Come From God And Not You 
 

Ques- What we are after is greater power- can just anyone have it? 

 What kind of belief does it take for God to bless me like he blesses you? 

 Or if I don’t can I get this power through you? 
 

One thing we do know. James says, 
JAS 5.16 

Confess your faults one to another, and pray one for another, that ye may be healed. The effectual fervent prayer of 

a righteous man availeth much. 

 

What we are asking is God to do what we cannot do 

 But in the process he is looking to us too 

 After all, we are the ones doing the asking 
 

That is why Jesus says, 
MK 11.24 

Therefore I tell you, whatever you ask for in prayer, believe that you have received it, and it will be yours. 
25 

And 

when you stand praying, if you hold anything against anyone, forgive them, so that your Father in heaven may forgive you 

your sins.” 

 

God’s goal is to strengthen your relationship to him 

 Not you getting what you want 

 Or getting an answer that takes you further away from the spirit 

 That is why you see this two sidedness to Jesus’ answer 
 

You gain for yourself the greatest blessing when  you are in accord with what God is already doing in the world 

 You can find greater power no other way 

 You can bless yourself no better way 

 For by blessing those around you- you can’t help but bless yourself too 
 

As Jesus says, 
LK 6.35 

But love your enemies, do good to them, and lend to them without expecting to get anything back. Then your reward 

will be great, and you will be children of the Most High, because he is kind to the ungrateful and wicked. 
36 

Be 

merciful, just as your Father is merciful. 
 

Every church- and the people in it- are placed where they are by God to fulfill this great calling to be a house of 

prayer 

 But to be that house- it is we who do the praying 

 And it is we who do the following 

 And when we do, great things can happen 
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 But prayer- to be effective- must have the power to go with it- and that takes an activity level that moves 

disciples 

 That’s the great question- and that question is how… 
 

I. THE BLESSINGS COME DOWN WHEN THE PRAYING GOES UP (vs. 24) 
AC 4:24 When they heard this, they raised their voices TOGETHER in prayer to God…” 
 

Illus- Prayers 
 

As a church, we get a lot of requests for prayers- and they usually fall into several categories 

 But by far the most are for healing 

 Health conditions 

 To have good health again 
 

I keep a running list of all the prayer requests and use it every Wednesday night 

 Some have been on there so long that you have to wonder 

 Most of them health concerns 

 It is a list that is more than 2 times the attendance on any given Sunday 
 

But note what it says in verse 29, 
ACTS 4.29 

Now, Lord, consider their threats and enable your servants to speak your word with great boldness. 
 

But also look at verse 33, 
ACTS 4.33 

With great power the apostles continued to testify to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus. And God’s grace was so 

powerfully at work in them all 
 

Ques- What is the single, outstanding passion in you? 

 If you are in line with God’s will, your every prayer will be answered 
 

1. So Clearly, To Be In God’s Will Is The Beginning Point Of Powerful Prayer 
 

God’s will is not old fashioned or irrelevant- if that is what we think, we don’t know God very well 

 That kind of Christianity is only skin deep 

 Sadly, too many Christians stay there 

 They hope to thrive live on the outer edges of Christian conduct 
 

They tell a friend who is in the hospital, “I’ll pray for you,”- but never pray or visit them 

They might not steal- but they rob God of His time, talent, and treasure 

They might not commit a serious sin- but they laugh at dirty jokes or smoke, gamble, and drink instead 
 

Illus- Hammers and Thumbs 
 

There is a story about a pastor who was building a wooden trellis to support a climbing vine. As he pounded 

away, he saw that a little boy was watching him.  
 

The youngster didn’t say a word, so the pastor kept on working, thinking the lad would just leave. But he didn’t. 

Finally the pastor asked, "Well, son, are you trying to pick up some pointers on gardening?"  
 

"No," he replied, "I’m just waiting to hear what a preacher says when he hits his thumb with a hammer."    
 

Jesus says, 
JN 10.16 

And other sheep I have, which are not of this fold: them also I must bring, and they shall hear my voice; and there 

shall be one fold, and one shepherd. 
 

In this day and age of postmodernism 
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 We glory in our independence 

 And we think because we are already baptized and have found Jesus, we are finished… 
 

Illus- Jesus is Watching You 
 

A burglar broke into a home and started to gather his loot. All of a sudden he heard, "Jesus is watching you!"  
 

He didn't see anything in the dark house, so he went on with what he was doing.  
 

Again he heard, "Jesus is watching you!" so he turned on the flashlight, scanned the room, and finally saw a 

parrot.  
 

"Did you say that?" asked the burglar.  
 

"Yes," replied the parrot.  
 

"What's your name?" the burgler inquired.  
 

"Moses," answered the parrot.  
 

"That's a strange name for a parrot. Who named you that?" 
 

"The same people who named that doberman Jesus!" 
 

God would rather have us focused elsewhere 

 To be like Jesus 

 We are not supposed to be like the worldly 

 Blessings come down when the praying go up- we want greater power, not less 
 

II. THE POWER COMES DOWN WHEN THE RIGHTEOUSNESS GOES UP (vs. 31) 
AC 4:31 After they prayed, the place where they were meeting was shaken. And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit 

and spoke the word of God boldly.  
 

Illus- Convenience Store 
 

Ever since I’ve been in living in the parsonage, I have carefully observed the comings and goings of my 

neighbors at the old Sermon Store on the corner 
 

Now, loitering there has been a problem, and every once in a great while you see the Craven County Sherriff 

drive by 

 There have been times where they’ve had to respond 

 And when they do, the folks there just move 
 

Ques- And now do you know where they are? 

 They have created a little camp ground just behind the tree line 

 Where they are burning fire wood 

 And a little camp fire 

 Sitting in a circle on many couches and chairs 

 Drinking beer 

 And maybe something else as well 
 

Of course, they are so far out of the Spirit they would have no idea what you are talking about  

 Their idea of the spirit is booze 

 But that’s not the only way to be out of step with God 
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But note what happened to those disciples- the Holy Spirit came down and shook the place up 
 

Ques- So let me ask you- what do you pray most for? 

 Consider the vision and direction of your own life- and where it is headed 

 Where will you be in 5 years if you keep doing what you did last year? 
 

1. Power Comes Down When Righteousness Goes Up 
 

Illus- The Top 3 Reasons Why People Refuse To Go To Church (Barna) 
 

In a study done by George Barna- a researcher in the area of church health- he identified the top three reasons 

why people stop going to church 
 

Here is what they say, 

1. Church is boring 

2. Sermons are irrelevant 

3. They want your money 
 

God helps us if we ever get that way 

 I have learned something from Adrian Rogers about boredom- he said, bored people make for boring 

churches 

 Sermons need not be irrelevant- if they are preaching to human needs 

 Money is not the issue- and never would be- if we know God can always give us more 
 

We ought to pray because of who- and whose- we are 

 If you are a child of the king, you already have access to great power 
  

Illus- A child of the king 
 

Yahweh = The Self-Existent One 

 Elohim = The Creator 

 El Shaddai = God Almighty 

 Adonai = Lord, Or Master 

 Christ = The Anointed One 

 Jesus =Jehovah Saves 
 

But this access is only that- access- you “…gotta get in on…” rather than “…try and get out of…”- what God is 

doing 

 That’s the proof 

 That’s the strength 

 Power always comes down when righteousness goes up 
 

Those are the steps to greater power 
 

III. GRACE COMES DOWN WHEN OBEDIENCE GOES UP (vs. 32-33) 
AC 4:32 All the believers were one in heart and mind. No one claimed that any of his possessions was his own, but they 

shared everything they had. AC 4:33 With great power the apostles continued to testify to the resurrection of the Lord 

Jesus, and much grace was upon them all.  
 

There is a key statement in verse 32 

 All the believers were one in heart and mind 

 Their hearts were right- their minds were right- and they were in one accord 
 

Oh, how I wish I had a church like that! 
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 They were not pulling this way and that way 

 They were not competing for money, and fundraisers 
 

Illus- What is the Purpose of the Church? 
 

A poll was taken by two groups, a church congregation, followed by the pastor of that congregation 

 And what they did was ask a simple question 
 

Ques- What in your opinion is the purpose of your church? 

 85% of church members said, “The Church exists to meet my needs” 

 Afterward, the same question was asked of the pastors 

 All of the pastors stated, The purpose of the church is to proclaim the gospel 
 

But if you read verse 33, you see where the power lies 
AC 4:33 With great power the apostles continued to testify to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and much grace was 

upon them all.  
 

We have social services and benevolent groups, and for many people, these have become their true religion, and 

not the God of the Bible 
 

But you will never find God’s grace that way 
 

Ques- Think of something valuable to you- would you sacrifice it on God’s order?  

 Grace doesn’t come without Gog giving it 

 He has to give it- before you can have it- for there is no other way to greater power 
 

Conclusion 

When we proclaim Jesus- it all comes together- but it all starts in salvation 
 

Ques- Are you sure of it? 

 That’s one prayer God will answer 

 For he alone has that power 

 And that’s when the blessings fall 
 

The blessings fall when you receive God’s grace, the salvation of Jesus, and the power of his Holy Spirit in your 

prayers 
 

Hymn of Invitation  
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