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ANNA, A WOMAN AFTER GOD’S OWN HEART 

Luke 2.36-38 
LK 2.36 There was also a prophet, Anna, the daughter of Penuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was very old; she had lived with 

her husband seven years after her marriage, 37 and then was a widow until she was eighty-four. She never left the temple 

but worshiped night and day, fasting and praying.  
 
38 Coming up to them at that very moment, she gave thanks to God and spoke about the child to all who were looking 

forward to the redemption of Jerusalem. 
 

Illus- The Druggist 
 

A young man went into the drug store and told the druggist he wanted to buy 3 boxes of candy; a one pound 

box, a 3 pound box, and a 5 pound box.  The druggist brought the candy then asked, "I'm curious why you're 

getting 3 different boxes."  
 

The young man replied, "I have a date tonight with a girl I've been wanting to date for months.  

• I'm going to her house for dinner and, afterwards, if she goes out to sit with me on the swing, I'll give 

her the 1 pound box;  

• If she lets me put my arm around her, I'll give her the 3 pound box,  

• And if she lets me kiss her, I'll give her the 5 pound box."  
 

The druggist agreed that the plan was ingenious.   
 

That night the boy arrived for dinner and when they sat down to eat, the father asked the boy to say the blessing. 

Well, the boy prayed and prayed and prayed until the girl had to elbow him to stop.  
 

Afterwards as they sat on the porch swing, the girl said, "I didn't know you were so religious."  But the young 

man replied, "I didn't know your Daddy was the druggist!" 
 

We don’t think about it much, but all of us who are here today are here because of prayer 

• Maybe intense prayer 

• Someone praying for a baby- such as a young family hoping for a healthy baby 

• Others praying for someone who is in need of salvation 

• And still others as they go through the trials and tribulations- and crises- of life 
 

For some- prayer has been ongoing and persistent 

• Maybe years 

• Maybe longer- such as the Veterans bracelets from the Viet Nam war- that some wear 
 

Ques- So who is it doing all this praying? 

• All of us do, of course 

• Men do 

• Women do 

• Sinners do  

• Saints do 

• And at times unbelievers too 
 

But for many of us- there has been one person- always there, always persistent- that when it mattered most-was 

always there for us 
 

Ques- And who is that person? 

• Mom 

• Apart from God who created you, no one has prayed over you, or more for you, or because of you 

• Nor as intensely, religiously, frequently, or caringly- than who? 
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Illus- The Testimony Of Scripture 
 

It is also the testimony of scripture too 
 

Ques- Think of the women prayer warriors in the Bible- can you think of a few? 
 

Consider Anna 

• God led her to pray for the coming Messiah, yet after decades of waiting and praying, He had not 

arrived 

• But she never quit 

• And God rewarded her for it 
 

Or Consider Hannah 

• She longed for a child and “wept bitterly” praying for one 

• And even though she was ridiculed for it, God rewarded her with a son- Samuel 

• One of the greatest prophets that ever lived 
 

Or Consider Mary 

• Mary was faced with an impossible miracle 

• A son born out of wedlock 

• And not only that, but the son of God himself 

• And who was that baby- Jesus? 
 

These examples ought to tell us something about prayer- there is a calling, but also a commitment 

• Not just commanded, as Jesus says- and Paul 

• But also an entire life built upon it too 
 

Ques- But how do we elevate our own to that level? 

• Can we do that? 

• Or are the Anna’s of the world- the exception- rather than the rule? 
 

Ques- It is a thought provoking question… 

• Why do some get great power, and some don’t? 

• And why do some commit to it, and others don’t? 

• Could it be a failure on our part- that surfaces as a misunderstanding of the highest priority? 
 

When we think of it, we don’t need to be told that it is 

• A prayer is essentially an appeal 

• It is an appeal to a higher authority 

• But it is also an appeal from the powerless- to he who holds all power 
 

Even Jesus understood this. As he says, 
JN 5.19 Verily, verily, I say unto you, The Son can do nothing of himself, but what he seeth the Father do: for what things 

soever he doeth, these also doeth the Son likewise. 

 

And it is something these women- like Anna- can teach us too 
 

1. This Problem- Of Recognizing, Accepting, And Surrendering To Authority- Must Be Resolved  
 

Form many Americans, there’s just something about authority that bothers us 

• So we reject it, if we can 

• But in the matter of prayer this won’t work 
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• In fact, it can’t, for it is essential to what we are and what we do 
 

Ques- But are there not times when we still question it? 
 

Illus- Reject Authority 
 

Not a few times I have heard a parent say… This will hurt me more than it will hurt you 
 

Ques- Doesn’t make you feel good about the nature of authority, does it? 
 

Ques- Or how about an authority figure who lies to you? 
 

Ques- Ever heard something less than what’s true? 

• For some people it causes them to question authority 
 

Ques- But does that mean that rejecting authority is desirable? 

• Does that mean it is the right thing to do? 

• And what about God? 

• What God ordains is true- and we can’t just reject that when we want to 
 

2. God’s Authority Is Absolute- But So Is His Power- We Are Powerless But For The Grace Of God 
 

This doesn’t appeal to us either… 
 

Illus- The Problem Of Powerlessness 
 

Consider Paul… 
 

Ques- Would he have surrendered to Jesus on the Damascus Road had it not been for the power of Jesus? 

• Or consider Mary Magdalene- the women went to the tomb to embalm a body 

• Not see a resurrected body 
 

Ques- Or consider Doubting Thomas- do you remember what he said? 
 
JN 20.25 “Unless I see the nail marks in his hands and put my finger where the nails were, and put my hand into his side, I 

will not believe.” 
 

Ques- And what happened eight days later? 

• These things should teach us some things about our own prayer life 
 

In today’s scripture we see the power, persistency, and privileges of prayer, seen through the life of Anna 

• She saw the power of God- that salvation had come into the world 

• She saw the persistency of her prayer life pay off- in her old age- to see the baby Jesus 

• And she saw the privileges too- testified in scripture- for her many years of faithfulness and service 
 

Ques- Can what this woman had…we have too? 

• The question is, Why not? 

• So what was it Anna understood- and did- that we need to understand, and do too? 
 

I. GOD REWARDS THE LIFESTYLE- NOT JUST THE PRAYER (vs. 36-37) 
LK 2.36 There was also a prophet, Anna, the daughter of Penuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was very old; she had lived with 

her husband seven years after her marriage, 37 and then was a widow until she was eighty-four. She never left the temple 

but worshiped night and day, fasting and praying.  
 

That’s a long time to be about any one task 

• 84 years of age 
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• But note also that at one time she was like us- a young girl, married to a young man who died 

prematurely 

• Widowed afterward- maybe at least 60 years- and after that never left the Temple 
 

Now, that is something to think about- for most of us pass through certain stages of life 

• Birth, Growth, Education, Marriage, Family, Old age, Death 
 

But sometimes we don’t go through those stages quite right 

• It’s unsettling for some 

• Yet it happens all the time 
 

Ques- Could it be that this was true for Anna? 

• Maybe she could not have children? 

• Maybe he could not have children? 

• Maybe her husband was killed prematurely? 

• All we know is that she was a widow for a very long time 
 

And that’s a truth we should recognize 

• Not all women get to be mothers 
 

Ques- But does that mean God will bless any less? 
 

1. The Truth Is God Doesn’t Give Us What We Want- But What He Does Give Is Always The Best 
 

Today being Mother’s Day, we celebrate mothers everywhere 

• Now, Mother’s Day is not a religious holiday- but it is celebrated almost as if it was 
 

Illus- Mother’s Day Roses 
 

Lifeway- the publishing division of the Southern Baptist Convention- prepared an article on the highest 

attendance worship days in church 
 

Here is what they are… 

1. Easter 

2. Christmas 

3. Mother’s Day  
 

When I first started preaching, I was pastor of a church who would do the ritual… 

1. Oldest mother 

2. Youngest mother 

3. Mother with the most children 
 

At first I thought it was a fine ritual, but then I got to be thinking, “Every year we do this, we always end up 

celebrating the same women over and over again.” 
 

Right then, that was it. All of these women matter, and from that moment on I changed up 

• I celebrated with them all 

• I didn’t segregate 

• I got roses for them all 
 

Ques- Are not all women important to God? 
 

As scripture says, 
GAL 3.28 There is neither Jew nor Gentile, neither slave nor free, nor is there male and female, for you are all one in Christ 

Jesus. 
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Anna was one such person- rewarded in a different way 

• And her testimony is just as valid as any other 

• She goes down in eternity as the woman who testified to the birth of the savior 
 

Illus- Louise W 
 

I remember my visits with Miss Louise W 
 

She always called me “…my boy…” 

Women too- she would call “…my girl…” 
 

I don’t know where she got that, but as long as I knew her she always said that 

• I think she always saw us as family 

• Which- quite frankly- is not only kind- it is also very scriptural 
 

She always used to say to me- any time she did something for me, “This is just between me and you. No one 

else needs to know!” 
 

Ques- And do you know what she used to do? 

• She baked me cakes and cookies, and cupcakes 

• She made me speckled butter beans and lima beans 

• She made me sandwiches 

• She brought me peanut butter  

• And bread and grape jelly 
 

And these are just the few things I can remember. And she would always say, “This is just between me and you. 

No one else needs to know!” 
 

Several times I felt a little awkward about her continuous giving and I would say, “Louise, you don’t have to 

feel like you need to do this” 
 

Ques- And you know what would happen? 

• She would get mad  

• It was her way of serving God 
 

She would always say,  

“Is there anything I can get you?” 

“Is there anything you want?” 

“All you have to do is tell me” 

“You be sure and tell me” 
 

What we know of Anna, she was probably a lot like Louise 
 

2. People Like Anna Realize That God Rewards The Lifestyle- Not Just The Prayer 
 

Ques- Had she not live her life the way she did- do you think God would have rewarded her the way he did? 

• Now, none of us know what God will ultimately do 

• But it seems unlikely 
 

We don’t get to choose 

• Man proposes- God disposes 

• Yet how many try to force God’s hand 

• They are like “video on demand” 
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Ques- But look at Anna- who would make the conscious decision to be a widow, living in the temple? 
 

What many fail to see here is that God rewards lifestyle- not just the prayer 
 

As James 5.16 says, 
JAS 5.16 Therefore confess your sins to each other and pray for each other so that you may be healed. The prayer of a 

righteous person is powerful and effective. 
 

II. GOD SHOWS NO PARTIALITY- HE REWARDS THOSE WHO SERVE HIM (vs. 38) 
38 Coming up to them at that very moment, she gave thanks to God and spoke about the child to all who were looking  

forward to the redemption of Jerusalem. 
 

Anna was blessed long before she saw the baby 

• A prophet 

• A prayer warrior 

• Years working in the temple 

• That was why God rewarded her 
 

That’s one thing I remember about Louise White  

• Louise rarely missed church 

• Sunday morning, Sunday night, and Wednesday night 

• And Louise was always the first to show up 
 

1. And So People Like Anna Stand Out- Not Because Of Gender- But Because Of Their Ministry  
 

God blesses redemptive ministry 

• Not sometimes 

• But all the time 

• Man or woman- it doesn’t matter- persistence is rewarded 
 

As she said… 
LK 2.38  “…she gave thanks to God and spoke about the child to all who were looking  forward to the redemption of 

Jerusalem.” 
 

Ques- Do we see why God blessed Anna? 

• She stuck it out- through thick and thin 

• Without husband, home, family, or children 

• She kept on the firing lines of ministry- and committed to it until the miracle came through 
 

Illus- Guy in a Hole 
 

There once was this guy- he is walking down the street- when he falls into a hole 

• But the walls are so steep he can’t get out 
 

A doctor passes by and the guy shouts up, “Hey up there, can you help a brother out? I am stuck down here and 

can’t get out” 
 

Ques- And so what does the doctor do? 

• The doctor writes him a prescription, throws it down in the hole, and moves on 
 

Then a Minister walks by, and once again the guy in the hole says, “Hey up there, can you help a brother out? I 

am stuck down here and can’t get out” 
 

Ques- And so what does the Minister do? 

• The Minister writes out a prayer, throws it down in the hole, and he moves on too 
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Then a friend walks by, and the guy in the hole says, “Hey Joe! It’s me! Can you help me out? I am stuck down 

here and can’t get out” 
 

Ques- And so what does Joe do? 

• He jumps in the hole with him 
 

Now, the guy in the hole says, “Joe, what’s wrong with you! Are you stupid? Now we are both down here” 
 

But Joes turns to his friend and says, “Yeah, that’s true, but I’ve been down here before and I know the way 

out!” 
 

Conclusion 

When it comes to redemption, the last thing on our mind will be the gender of the person throwing us a lifeline 

• What we want is answered prayer that “…availeth much…” 

• We want to be with those people, because no matter what happens- God blesses them 
 

Ques- So shouldn’t our goal be to become like them? 

• Anna was blessed long before she testified to the Christ child 

• Yet God rewarded her- persistent through 84 years of service 

• And if he will do that for her- will he not do it for me and you too? 
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