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A PRAYER FOR PARTNERSHIP 

Philippians 1.4-7 
PHP 1:4 In all my prayers for all of you, I always pray with joy PHP 1:5 because of your partnership in the gospel from 

the first day until now, PHP 1:6 being confident of this, that he who began a good work in you will carry it on to 

completion until the day of Christ Jesus. PHP 1:7 It is right for me to feel this way about all of you, since I have you in my 

heart; for whether I am in chains or defending and confirming the gospel, all of you share in God's grace with me. 

 

Intro 

Sharing in God’s grace is one good thing we have together 

• Like a covered dish dinner- where all the food is out out to choose from 

• Grace is given from one- to another 

• For the benefit of the other 

 

And that’s what Paul is talking about here 

• He is sharing his grace with others 

• And it is the church in Philippi who is receiving 

  

Illus- Four Killed By Gunman At Nashville Waffle House 

 

NASHVILLE, Tenn. (Reuters) - A gunman killed at least four people at a Waffle House restaurant near 

Nashville, Tennessee early on Sunday and then fled after a patron saved lives by wrestling the assault-style rifle 

from his hands. 

 

The suspected shooter, identified by authorities as Travis Reinking, 29, was still at large and murder warrants 

were being issued for him, the Metropolitan Nashville Police said. 

 

Reinking, of Morton, Illinois was believed to live near the restaurant. The gunman’s vehicle was registered to 

him and a shirtless man wearing pants believed to be Reinking was spotted in woods nearby, police said. 

The gunman, who was naked but for a green jacket, first shot and killed two people in the parking lot of the 

restaurant in Antioch, a section of southeast Nashville, shortly before 3:30 a.m. (0830 GMT). 

 

He then entered the restaurant and opened fire, police said, killing one patron and wounding another, who later 

died. 

 

One diner, named by local media as James Shaw Jr., 29, who had hidden near the restrooms, dashed out and 

pulled the rifle from the gunman. 

 

This got me to thinking, for I have eaten in a lot of Waffle Houses over the years 

• 2,100 locations in 25 states 

 

Ques- Any guesses which is the largest? 

• McDonald’s 35,000 locations in 119 countries 

• Starbucks 20800 

• Yum Brans (Taco Bell, Pizza Hut, KFC) 41,000 125 countries 

 

Illus- Subway 

 

I’ve learned some amazing facts about Subway… 

• They have 43,981 restaurants around the world 
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• 110 countries 

• And it is the single largest restaurant operator in the world 

 

Restaurants are all about the service 

• You could eat anywhere 

• But if you have good service, you are likely to go back there 

 

Ques- But suppose it isn’t? 

• You won’t go back 

• The way we serve- and whom we serve- matters 

• And as far as congregations go- that is what we are known for too 

 

This is Paul’s message here- he is praying for partners 

• For he knows they need to for encouragement 

• But also to grow 

 

As he says, 
PHP 1:4 In all my prayers for all of you, I always pray with joy 
 

1. Paul Was Never In Sympathy With The World- He Encouraged His Congregations To Partner With The 

Lord 

 

Illus- The Minimalists 

 

I was watching this show on Netflix 

 

They have this show running now- about these Minimalists 

• And that’s the name of the show- it is a documentary 

• The Minimalists 

 

A minimalist is one which depends on fewer and fewer material possessions 

• And the claim is- if you can do that- it is liberating 

 

I was struck by this- because I am a minimalist- and have been one for a long time 

 

But not because of my well thought out personal philosophy of life 

• To me, it came natural 

• If you want to be a minimalist 

• All you gotta do is be broke most of the time 

 

Paul was a minimalist too- but in order to be one- you can’t be in sympathy with the world  

• His partnership was other-worldly 

 

As 1 John says, 
1 JOHN 2.15 Do not love the world or anything in the world. If anyone loves the world, love for the Father is not in 

them. 16 For everything in the world—the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life—comes not from the 

Father but from the world.  

 

Now, you might not be a minimalist- but that does not matter 
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To be of service is independent of that 

• You can be of service either way- as a minimalist or a pack rat 

• But one thing it will do to you… 

 

2. Any Partnership With God Will- By Necessity- Re-Prioritize You 

 

When we hear about partnering with God, we sure do hope we are moving toward it 

• Whether we are taking active measures or not 

 

Ques- So how do we know? 

• Does God give us noticeable signs that help us? 

• The answer of course is “Yes” 

 

As Paul says, 
PHP 1:6 being confident of this, that he who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of 

Christ Jesus. 

 

Illus- Cane Poles 

 

I had this cane pole when I was a kid 

• I liked these rod & reels better 

• But dad started me out on a cane pole instead 

 

And I remember fishing 

• Sometimes the fish just wouldn’t bite 

 

Ques- And I remember thinking, How do I get the fish to bite? 

• No bites meant no fun 

• I threw that cane pole in- nothing happened 

• Boring 

 

But then all of a sudden- just when you least suspected, then it happened 

• And boredom to excitement 

• And to think that was just a  cane pole 

 

Now, we are not fish- but it is a good analogy- for Jesus used it also 

• And when he’s got his hooks in you, you can’t get away 

 

As Jesus says, 
JOHN 10.29 My Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all; no one can snatch them out of my Father’s hand. 

 

Paul could see through all the snares of materialism 

• And the world and its ways 

• And the comforts that militate against the movement of the Spirit 

• And the complacency that kills the church 

 

He saw it all, and so he was never victimized  

• He was a victor 
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• Even in a prison cell 

• And so he tells us too… 

 

I. WE ARE PARTNERS ON A JOURNEY (vs. 4-5) 
PHP 1:4 In all my prayers for all of you, I always pray with joy PHP 1:5 because of your partnership in the gospel from 

the first day until now 

 

Ques- Imagine, if you will, that instead of Paul sitting in that cell, it was us? 

• Could we say that the joy of Jesus would be our experience too? 

 

It raises an important understanding of the partnership that God desires… 

• You can be a prisoner in a prison 

• Or you can be king of a country 

• You can be very rich 

• Or you can be very poor 

 

In spiritual life, the external things are the transient things and do not determine one’s partnership with God 

• He seeks faith 

• He wants a transformed mind 

• He asks us to serve 

• To develop the qualities that build character that impresses the worldly 

• And not be like them 

 

1. Rather, We Are Called To Be Long Term Partners- With God 

 

Illus- Chris & Lori 

 

It’s like a marriage- if we take the sort term view, we become like all other marriages- where 50% fail 

• Or if we love the other- we hang in there  

• Like Christ who hung in there for you and me 

 

I got to do a wedding recently 

• I always mention about keeping God in the center 

• For in iur day, that’s not always the first thing they do 

 

They Honeymoon… 

• They’re off until who knows when 

• And then after awhile they begin to figure it out, Hey, I am in this for the long term 

 

That’s why you gotta keep God in the center of it 

• Marriages fail- when they break their vows 

• The vow they made to God- for life 

 

But if we take the view that Christianity is all about independent action, consider what we lose… 

• We give up the partnership we could have had 

• We give up the hospitality of the saints 

• We turn inward 

• And we slow (if not stop) the growth process 
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That is why Christ and his kingdom is such a radical partnership…it cuts against the grain of the world’s system 

which advertises “Do It My Way” 

 

II. GOING AND GROWING GO TOGETHER (vs. 6) 
PHP 1:6 being confident of this, that he who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of 

Christ Jesus. 

 

Being a work in progress for many of us almost seems un-American! We are finding it more and more difficult 

to delay gratification, and for those values that matter most…. 

• They get set aside 

• They are no longer desired 

• But values are never faked for long, for a moment comes and they are revealed.... 

 

Illus- Think Of Paul- Sitting In A Jail Cell 

 

Think of Paul- sitting in a jail cell 

• Think of Peter- crucified upside down 

• Think of the Apostle John- exiled to the island of Patmos 

• Think of Stephen- stoned to death 

• Think of James- the first apostle to be martyred 

• Think of John the Baptist- beheaded for his uncompromising stand against adultery 

• Think of Jesus- crucified at Calvary 

 

The reason these men were uncompromising was because they trusted God who led them 

• They partnered with him, for they could see the goal 

 

Ques- So why then do some give up? 

• Others never start? 

 

III. WE MUST RECOGNIZNZE WHOSE GRACE EMPOWERS US  (vs. 7) 
PHP 1:7 It is right for me to feel this way about all of you, since I have you in my heart; for whether I am in chains or 

defending and confirming the gospel, all of you share in God's grace with me. 
 

Paul recognized the partnership- even in prison 

• For it is not what’s outside that matters- but what’s inside 

 

Illus- It’s a “We” Thing 

 

It is a “we” thing- not a “me” thing 

• No one has all the spiritual gifts 

• No one has all the privileges and opportunities 

• No one has all the jobs 

• No one is better that anyone else 

 

If Jesus taught us anything, it is that no one does it alone 

• In fact, the command is specifically not to do it alone 
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Consider Mark 6.7, 
MK 6.7 Calling the Twelve to him, he began to send them out two by two…” 

 

And Matthew 28.19, 
MT 28.19 Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 

Holy Spirit,20 and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you…” 

 

And John 13.34, 
JN 13.34 “A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. 35 By this 

everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.” 

 

That’s not a Lone Ranger religion 

• Not an academic one- but a relational one 

• God with us 

• A partnership 

• God saving us- and sanctifying us- and others- through me and you 

 

Conclusion 

When we say, “Psalm 118.24 This is the day the Lord has made, let us rejoice and be glad,” let’s make that come 

about through our partnering 

• Pray for it 

• And make it true 

• So that the spirit might flow through me and you! 
 

April 22, 2018 
Fort Barnwell Baptist Church 

Fort Barnwell, NC  28586 

 
Reese Blanchett 2018 

Sermon outlines may be used for preaching and teaching purposes 

But may not be published or sold. 
 

Disclaimer: I wish to express my gratitude to all the saints before me who are traveling the Narrow Way. Their love and generosity is reflected in my own humble 

efforts to prepare sermons for the body of Christ. Grace and Peace. 


