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YOU GOTTA HAVE FAITH 

Mark 8.1-10 
MK 8.1 During those days another large crowd gathered. Since they had nothing to eat, Jesus called his disciples to him and 

said, 2 “I have compassion for these people; they have already been with me three days and have nothing to eat. 3 If I send 

them home hungry, they will collapse on the way, because some of them have come a long distance.” 4 His disciples 

answered, “But where in this remote place can anyone get enough bread to feed them?”  
 
5 “How many loaves do you have?” Jesus asked. “Seven,” they replied. 6 He told the crowd to sit down on the ground. 

When he had taken the seven loaves and given thanks, he broke them and gave them to his disciples to distribute to the 

people, and they did so. 7 They had a few small fish as well; he gave thanks for them also and told the disciples to 

distribute them. 8 The people ate and were satisfied. Afterward the disciples picked up seven basketfuls of broken pieces 

that were left over.9 About four thousand were present. After he had sent them away, 10 he got into the boat with his 

disciples and went to the region of Dalmanutha. 
 

Intro  

This scene from Christ’s life didn’t happen just once- it happened twice 

• Maybe you remember the feeding of the 5,000 (Mark 6.31-44) 

• And now the feeding of the 4,000 (Mark 8.1-10) 
 

Jesus does not permit a faith-less heart and mind- he changes everything about you… 

• He challenges every preconceived notion 

• Every assumption 

• Every expectation 

• Every aspiration of your life 
 

No scientist can stand scrutiny before him 

• No atheist can explain the miracles conducted by him 

• And no unsaved man can remain that way if they open their heart to him 
 

You show me man and his assumptions, expectations, and aspirations- and I will show you the depth and weight 

of his faith 
 

Illus- B1 Bombers 
 

It reminds me of an old story about a 5 year old boy and his Sunday school teacher… 
 

A nine-year-old boy named Joey was asked by his mother what he had learned in Sunday School that day.  
 

Well, Mom, our teacher told us how God sent Moses behind enemy lines on a military rescue mission to lead 

the Israelites from behind enemy lines in Egypt 
 

He had his Special Forces Army Unit parachute in- with sniper rifles, mortars, grenades, and machine guns…  

• And when they got to the Red Sea they built this great big pontoon bridge so all the people could walk 

across safely 

• Then they booby trapped the bridge once they were over 

• Then they radioed headquarters for reinforcements 

• They sent B-1 bombers to blow up the bridge and all the Israelites were saved 
 

Then his mother said, Now Joey, is that really what your teacher taught you? 
 

And then little Joey said, Well, no, not really. But, if I told it the way the teacher told it, you would never believe 

it! 
 

Considering that life in Christ is all about faith, it’s a wonder we do as well as we do 
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• Little Joey’s mother struck a nerve with her question… 
 

Ques- Is that really what your teacher taught you? 

• Yet time and again the Bible says that what was written- happened- all of it really is true 
 

For example… 

• Jesus really walked on water 

• He was transformed on the mountaintop 

• He raised Lazarus from the dead 

• He stilled a raging storm 

• He cleansed the lepers 

• He healed the blind 

• And he multiplied the loaves and fishes 
 

Ques- And how about these? 

• Do you believe God parted the Red Sea? 

• Do you believe Naaman’s donkey actually talked? 

• And don’t you believe Christ went to the cross- and died- for you? 
 

All these things are true- so if they are- then only a fool would live as if they are not 
 

As scripture says, 
JN 3.16 For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have 

eternal life. 
 

It is often glossed over, but if you will read John 3.16 again you will see that the faith that brings salvation is 

written in the present tense 
 

Ques- Do you see it? 
 

It says, “…whoever believes…” 
 

1. Nothing Is More Necessary- And More In Need- Than Evidence Of Faith 
 

This is really true when impossible situations overwhelm you 

• It helps to have the strength of another 

• The faith of another can support you 

• Especially when the tough times come- for in everybody’s life they do… 
 

Illus- Unsolicited Advice 
 

I have this friend who is always offering me advice 

• Usually I am not asking for it 

• But when he does he has a funny way of giving it 
 

Maybe you have heard some of these… 

1. Never slap a man who’s chewin’ tobacco 

2. Lettin’ the cat outta the bag is a whole lot easier than puttin’ it back in 

3. Never kick a cow chip on a hot day 

4. Never miss a good chance to shut up 
 

But I love these last two… 

5. Don’t ever squat with your spurs on 
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6. There’s two theories to arguin’ with a woman. Neither one works 
 

Now, you might not have some strange friend like I do- but that doesn’t mean you can benefit from the faith of 

another unlike you 
 

Consider the scripture, it challenges every situation we have… 

• It challenges our facts 

• It challenges our failures 

• It challenges our faith 
 

Ques- For who can’t be challenged? 
 

Remember what Paul said, 
1 COR 1.22 Jews demand signs and Greeks look for wisdom, 23 but we preach Christ crucified: a stumbling block to Jews and 

foolishness to Gentiles, 24 but to those whom God has called,both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the 

wisdom of God. 
 

Too bad there are so many who don’t believe in God 

• God would lift them up 

• But until they unlock their faith- they stay the same 
 

Illus- Onstar 
 

I was at a dealership to get my car fixed when my keys were locked inside 

• I didn’t do it myself 

• The service attendant did it 
 

He told me to leave the keys in the car, and as he was writing on this clipboard I stepped out of the car 

• He looked up for the VIN number 

• And at the door panel 

• And at the mileage on the odometer 
 

Ques- But then guess what happened? 

• He closes the door with the keys inside 

• With the doors locked 
 

Now, I have done this myself so I have a plan for this 

• But I waited to see what this man was gonna do 

• But he does nothing 
 

Ques- Fortunately for me, I have Onstar so all I gotta do is call Onstar- and you know what they do? 

• I pull out my trusty cell phone 

• Call Onstar and within seconds the car is unlocked 
 

Many times I have locked my keys in my car 

• It is aggravating 

• But not an impossible situation 

• Now I have faith in Onstar, and I know that they will do what I need for them to do 
 

2. There Is One Constant In This World- And It Is Change- And The Challenge Is To Unlock Your Faith In 

The Midst Of It, And In Spite Of It 
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If we think about what is expected from us from this side of the cross, we have to know that greater faith is 

essential 

• We believe in a risen savior 

• We believe he will raise us on the last day 

• We believe he knows our needs and is there to provide for us 

• We believe we are called to account for our faithfulness  

• And we believe he is the author and finisher of all human history 
 

These things just don’t go away- but these things require no power from you 

• However, it does call into question the purpose for which God saved you 
 

Illus- A Predictable Day 
 

Ques- But how do we live out our days? 
 

Here is just one… 
 

Wake up- wander around the house 

• Maybe you turn on the TV 

• Go to the bathroom- maybe take a shower 

• Eat some cornflakes- Cap’n Crunch if you are feeling adventurous 

• If you are a morning person- maybe you have already read your devotional or your Bible 

• If you are an evening person- forget that, you gotta have coffee instead 

• Then it’s time to go where you gotta go- school, work 
 

Then its lunch time- you gotta eat again 

• Then you gotta go back to work or school 

• Then you gotta go home- or maybe the bank, grocery store, or post office- something like that 
 

Then you gotta go home and figure out what to eat again 

• Unless you have turned on the TV again 

• While you are doing that- you walk the dog 

• Then you gotta wash the dishes- unless you bought a pizza- you just throw the box away 

• Then you read something- maybe a newspaper, or watch TV 

• Then maybe you take a shower- again 
 

And then you go to bed 
 

Ques- How close am I? 
 

Ques- Some life- so many live like that where is their time with Christ? 

• Sometimes you gotta give up- to go up 

• For all these things that happen around you- without faith- are a snare to you 

• We gotta change all that 
 

In today’s scripture there are three questions that demand a verdict 

• Each is a challenge to our faith 

• Each is a challenge to our going and growing 

• Each one is a question we have all asked, sometime or other 

• And the first is this… 
 

I. DO WE THINK IN TERMS OF LIMITATION- OR DO WE SEE GOD’S TRUE INTENTION? (vs. 1-4) 
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MK 8.1 During those days another large crowd gathered. Since they had nothing to eat, Jesus called his disciples to him and 

said, 2 “I have compassion for these people; they have already been with me three days and have nothing to eat. 3 If I send 

them home hungry, they will collapse on the way, because some of them have come a long distance.” 4 His disciples 

answered, “But where in this remote place can anyone get enough bread to feed them?”  
 

Limitation is on the disciple’s minds- but not Christ’s mind 

• Limitation is too often on our mind too- but it is never on God’s mind 
 

Ques- So what is the difference? 

• God is telling you something through the experiences of your life 

• You are all twisted up 

• And he can fix that 

• But you gotta move in his direction- some call that faith 
 

Illus- Twister 
 

There once was this game we used to play- it was popular- but I don’t know if it is still around 

• It’s called Twister 

• The whole goal is to get all twisted up- to get the other guy to fall and touch the ground 
 

I figure my life is twisted up enough- thank you very much 
 

But Twister is just a game 
 

Life is always gonna be twisted up 

• We come into the world that way 

• Even though we do everything in our power to untangle everything 
 

Ques- The disciple’s idea was to send everyone away- but was that God’s idea? 

• Today, they would say, We don’t have enough money 
 

Ques- But is that what Christ would say? 

• Or would he say, Ye of little faith? 
 

1. God Does Not Tell Us Everything- And That Is A Stumbling Block For Many People 
 

What is a stumbling block to me- might not be a stumbling block to you 

• Mine are unique to me- and yours are unique to you 
 

Ques- Consider the food problem- who is it a problem for? 

• The disciples aren’t doing anything about it- except complain- and how well is that working? 

• The Lord is complaining about nothing- except telling the disciples what to do- and it is working 

• Can we not see the difference? 
 

2. Limitation Or Intention- Only One Way Is God’s Way 
 

Illus- Shoney’s 
 

You might not believe this, but I used to be a short order cook 

• I worked at a Shoney’s 

• And if you have ever been to one, they have this hot bar 
 

Two of us would be cooking big amounts of eggs, bacon, sausage, pancakes- you name it 

• That’s a big job 
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• Especially on weekends and holidays 
 

People clean out that hot bar is seconds 

• It is a busy job 
 

And so we had this freezer in the back 

• And when our coolers on the line ran out- we ran to the freezers in the back and get more 
 

Bacon came in big sheets 

• Sausage patties came in sheets too- but in these small boxes 

• Eggs came scrambled in a big plastic bag- you ripped it open- spread it out on the grill 
 

We didn’t run out, but we did have to go back and fil up again 
 

Ques- So what is limiting you? 

• Could it be that your limitations are actually God’s intentions for you? 

• If so, what is he telling you to do? 
 

II. AT WHAT POINT DOES MY FAITH REALLY BEGIN? (vs. 5-10) 
5 “How many loaves do you have?” Jesus asked. “Seven,” they replied. 6 He told the crowd to sit down on the ground. 

When he had taken the seven loaves and given thanks, he broke them and gave them to his disciples to distribute to the 

people, and they did so. 7 They had a few small fish as well; he gave thanks for them also and told the disciples to 

distribute them. 8 The people ate and were satisfied. Afterward the disciples picked up seven basketfuls of broken pieces 

that were left over.9 About four thousand were present. After he had sent them away, 10 he got into the boat with his 

disciples and went to the region of Dalmanutha. 
 

The disciples were really foolish here 

• Maybe they were lazy and didn’t want to serve the people 

• Maybe they wanted to go home with the others 

• Maybe they didn’t want to clean up all that mess left behind 
 

But as is always the case- God’s intentions trumped their limitations- and so it is with me and you 
 

1. Just Start Where You Are- You Are Not Limited By Opportunity 
 

Ques- What opportunities do you have today? 

• Capitalize on that 

• Use that 

• Convert it 
 

Do your best- and God will do the rest… 
 

Illus- Herring 
 

Seven loaves doesn’t sound like much- until you give it in faith to Jesus 

• A few small fish doesn’t sound like much  
 

I guess they were herrings 
 

One day I was asked out for herrings 

• Didn’t ow what a herring was 

• But the family who asked me over living on a farm, and they fry these things 
 

When I got there they had some done and they gave me one- and I see this little fish here 
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• And it looks like it still has bones in it 
 

Ques- And so I say, But what about the bones? 

• And they say eat them too 

• The only thing I can think of is gagging and dying on a fish bone 
 

But then they ate one, and I did too 
 

It just goes to show you- we are the creators of our own limitations 
 

Jesus says, 
JN 10.10 I am come that they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly. 
 

Ques- So if I am living in limitations- is it God’s fault? 

• Or is it my fault? 
 

Maybe what God is saying is to stop thinking and believing there are any limits at all 

• Maybe it is time to serve God’s people like Jesus is doing 

• Maybe it’s time to get in gear and pick up the pieces of a broken faith and step out in faith instead 
 

Conclusion  

In the end, the problem we wish to solve is not our limitations- nor is it God’s intentions 

• God doesn’t always reveal to us what he intends to do 

• That was true for Jesus- and if it was for him, then it is even more true for me and you 
 

Ques- So what then? 

• Quite simply, to step out in faith- in what God is showing you 

• And that I how you know his intentions- and in the process removes your limitations too 
 

End of Sermon Prayer 
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