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THE PROMISE OF EASTER 

Matthew 20.17-19; John 10.28 
MT 20.17 

Now Jesus was going up to Jerusalem. On the way, he took the Twelve aside and said to them, 
18 

“We are going up to 

Jerusalem, and the Son of Man will be delivered over to the chief priests and the teachers of the law. They will condemn 

him to death 
19 

and will hand him over to the Gentiles to be mocked and flogged and crucified. On the third day he will be 

raised to life! 
 

Intro  

This is a special Sunday 

 Not any ordinary Sunday 

 This is Easter 

 The day we celebrate the rising of our Lord and Savior 
 

Easter has a prominent place in salvation history, for this is the day that God nailed sin to the cross 

 The day that Jesus took our penalty 

 Took our sin upon himself  

 That we might be glorified 
 

It’s a great mystery, for not even Christians can fully comprehend the work that God has done- in Jesus 

 We imagine that we do, for we remember our early steps in faith 

 We remember our baptism 

 We remember when heaven came down and touched our heart- cleansed our mind- and gave us a new 

start in life 
 

That’s a gift that only God can give you! 

 And no one understands this better than a born-again, Christ-centered, Bible-believing, mission focused 

Christian! 
 

But if we could imagine for a moment- had we been with Jesus… 
 

Ques- What would our reaction have been to hear him say he’s going to Jerusalem to die? 

 And what’s more, it’s a good thing? 

 More than just an opportunity of a lifetime- but for all time? 

 How is that possible? 

 Not only to have the apostles in mind, but me and you in mind? 
 

Ques- How likely is it that you would have understood Jesus? 

 The Apostles had heard this news for the third time 

 And even they didn’t get it 
 

That is what it’s like to follow Jesus 

 Following Jesus can only leave you wide eyed and mouth open 

 Everything he did seemed contrary to the natural laws of creation 

 He knew this, of course- but that was his mission 
 
JN 12.31 

Now shall the prince of this world be cast out. 
32 

And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto me. 
 

And this is why we celebrate Easter! 

 Easter is the day that made it possible for us to be saved 

 Easter is the day that proves there is life after death 

 Easter is the day that proves that God keeps his promises 

 Easter is the day that proved Jesus is as he always said- the son of God 
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As we say so often together, 
JN 3.16 

For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but 

have everlasting life. 
 

1. Jesus Embraced The Cross For This Reason- To Solve The Problem Of Fear And Of Death  
 

In Jesus, death has been conquered, the kingdom is revealed, and eternal life is offered  
 

Illus- Death 
 

Depending on who you ask, the fear of death ranks as one of our greatest fears. But there are others competing 

for the top spot… 

 Snakes  

 Heights  

 The Dentist  

 Claustrophobia  

 Needles  

 Clowns  

 Public Speaking  

 The Dark  
 

I heard an unconfirmed story that one of your past ministers brought a snake to church one Sunday 
 

Ques- Anyone afraid of heights? 

 Or the dentist? (anyone see the movie Marathon Man… “Is it safe?”) 

 Any of you had an MRI in an older machine? 

 And how many of you like needles? 

 And clowns? 
 

We fear these things because we fear pain 
 

Ques- What things scare you today? 

 Horror movies, snakes? 

 Does the coronavirus scare you? 

 What scares you? 
 

But Jesus says, 
LK 12.32 

Fear not, little flock; for it is your Father's good pleasure to give you the kingdom. 
 

Jesus never gave a promise that he failed to deliver! 
 

2. Jesus Came To Make Good On This Promise- That Whomever The Son Sets Free Is Free Indeed 
 

Illus- Dogs 
 

I was driving down the street the other day when I saw my neighbor walking her dog 

 And as I waved she was holding her dog with a leash 

 And I remember doing that myself long ago 

 

But being we had a fenced in back yard, it wasn’t always necessary for me to do what I saw my neighbor doing 

 But we had smart dogs 

 They knew how to dig holes under the fence 
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If they didn’t want to be caught, they would make you chase them 
 

Ques- Consider the analogy… How many people there are who don’t want to be found? 

 They are expert at running 

 Not realizing they need to be found 
 

Illus- Dogs Killed 
 

I had a friend who once told me about more than one dog she had who died when he ran out in traffic 
 

If you are afraid of death- you don’t have to be 

 If you are uncertain about your future- you don’t have to be 

 Easter is God making good on his promise to you 

 For Jesus is not dead, but alive 

 He is risen- and because he is- so can you 
 

As the Bible says, 
1 COR 15.3  

That Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, 
4 
that he was buried, that he was raised on the third 

day according to the Scriptures.
 

 

I. EASTER IS GOD’S PROMISE THAT HE LOVES YOU SO MUCH THAT HE IS WILLING TO DIE 

FOR YOU (vs. 17-18) 
MT 20.17 

Now Jesus was going up to Jerusalem. On the way, he took the Twelve aside and said to them, 
18 

“We are going up to 

Jerusalem, and the Son of Man will be delivered over to the chief priests and the teachers of the law. They will condemn 

him to death  
 

With Jesus- there is an irrevocable connection between being crucified and being glorified 

 Because he was crucified 

 You can be glorified 
 

As the Bible says, 
ISA 43.7

 Everyone who is called by my name I created for my glory, I formed and made. 
 

1. But Glory Does Not Come Cheaply- It Cost Jesus His Life 
 

Salvation is what Jesus offers- but glory is what he it leads to 

 And it means you’ve been adopted into God’s family and his name… 
 

Illus- Family Tree 
 

If you have been in churches for any length of time, you know there are certain family names prominent in them 

 You can look at the rosters and see the same names 

 Look up the last name and see row after row of similar names 
 

Now that can be a privilege 

 We can quickly identify who is who 

 They cannot remove themselves from their family  

 Blood runs deep 
 

Ques- Now, maybe you were born in a big family? 

 That wasn’t so uncommon back in the day 

 Farming required it 
 

And your legacy remains with you 
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 Salt of the earth 

 Southern Baptist to the core 

 Farming families if ever there was one 
 

But you did nothing to acquire your place in your family- it was given to you 

 And it was your family that raised me 

 And sent you to school 

 And bought you clothes 

 And gave you food to eat 

 And took you to doctors 

 And it wasn’t you who paid the bill! 
 

2. Jesus’ Death Is Glorified Because God’s Will Was For You To Be Glorified With Him Too 
 

Illus- Salvation and Glory 
 

Don’t think of salvation as the “…be all and end all…” of your religion 

 Salvation is only the beginning of your walk in Christ 

 There is far more to it  

 You are saved for glory 
 

As the Bible says, 
JN 17.20 

My prayer is not for them alone. 
22 

I have given them the glory that you gave me, that they may be one as we are 

one— 
23 

I in them and you in me 
 

Ques- Ask yourself, Are you in Christ? 

 Jesus loved you so much he died for you 

 He prayed for you specifically 

 And he gives you not only salvation, but glory too 
 

But you cannot be glorified unless you are in Christ 

 And you cannot be in Christ unless you are saved 
 

II. EASTER IS GOD’S PROMISE THAT YOU CAN BE SAVED (vs. 19) 
MT 20.19 

and will hand him over to the Gentiles to be mocked and flogged and crucified. On the third day he will be raised to 

life! 
 

Ques- Are you saved? 

 God loves you- Christ died for you 

 And what are you saved to, if not glory? 

 It’s what anyone would want for themselves, if they only knew what they were missing! 
 

1. But There Are No Exceptions- All Must Come To The Cross And Surrender 
 

As the Bible says, 
ROM 5.8 

But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 
 

Ques- But what is sin to you? 

 Sin isn’t a popular subject in our world today 

 Just bring up the subject of sin and observe the reaction 

 But there is no salvation from it until it’s been identified and confessed  
 

Illus- Red Izod Pullover 
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I remember a red Izod pullover shirt I once owned 

 I made the mistake of throwing it in the washer with whites 

 I put the soap in 

 I put the bleach in 
 

Ques- And you know what came out? 

 Pink socks 

 Pink Izod 

 Pink underwear 
 

Obviously, a means of embarrassment 

 There has to be a way to remove the stain 

 But consider sin as a stain 

 There has to be a way to remove the stigma of sin too 

 The stain of sin is more than an embarrassment 

 It will destroy you 
 

As the Bible says, 
ROM 6.23 

For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 

2. But What We Cannot Do- God Can Do- And It Is Proof That He Loves You And Will Save You 
 

As Jesus says, 
LK 15.7 

I tell you that in the same way there will be more rejoicing in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-

nine righteous persons who do not need to repent. 
 

Ques- But how real is sin to you? 

 Jesus died so that sin may be removed from you 

 Not remain in you 
 

Illus- Sin in Modern Times 
 

Sin is not just a religious word  
 

Ques- What does Easter mean apart from the sin that Jesus died for? 

 What does Jesus mean when he says “…there will be more rejoicing in heaven over one sinner who 

repents than over 99 righteous persons who do not need to repent...”? 
 

What we need to do is bring sin into modern times 

 Morals matter 

 Sin matters 

 Sin is binding 

 And sin is destructive 
 
ROM 3.23 

for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 
24 

and all are justified freely by his grace through the 

redemption that came by Christ Jesus.  
 

But sin is everywhere… 

 Sin is the neighbor who is addicted to drinking or drugs 

 Sin is the husband who abuses his wife 

 Sin is the chain smoker, the gambler, the adulterer, the liar 

 Sin is anything that stands against what God has commanded 
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But the Good News is… God has dealt sin a death blow through the work of Jesus Christ! 
 

III. EASTER IS GOD’S PROMISE THAT YOU CAN’T BE SNATCHED AWAY (Jn 10.28) 
JN 10.28 

I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; no one will snatch them out of my hand. 
 

Wherever you are in your Christian life, Easter is God’s promise is that it always going to get better and better 
 

Illus- CV Cases 
 

In these last days- especially- as we see the coronavirus pandemic take a greater hold around the world 

 Many are dying 

 People are frightened 
 

I was in Wal-Mart the other day and I saw for the first time enforced social distancing 

 Forcing people to follow the guidelines 

 Once I was allowed to go in I noticed the facemasks people were wearing 
 

I was looking at the Johns Hopkins map of global cases- to track the virus 

 There are more than 1.5 million cases worldwide 

 The USA has almost 3 times the number of cases than the next highest country  
 

Ques- And many are asking, How many have to die before the numbers start declining? 

 We can be grateful that God gives us many health care professionals 

 Doctors 

 Nurses 

 Pharmacists 

 Employees in biotechnology, pharmaceuticals 
 

Some might tell you that coronavirus is a judgment all its own 

 If there is anything that frightens you 

 Is there anything that worries you 

 Is there anything that causes you to lose sleep 

 Is there anything heavy on your conscience 
 

It is not necessary for you to live that way 

 You can be free 

 There is an answer 

 You can be happy 

 Your future can be secured 
 

1. If Easter Is About Anything- It Is That God Will Glorify You- And His Promise Is That Nothing Can 

Snatch You Out Of His Hands 
 

As Jesus says, 
JN 10.28 

I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; no one will snatch them out of my hand. 
 

Illus- He Gives You Something Better 
 

God will never take anything away from you that he won’t give you something better 

 If you have lost a job 

 If you have lost your way 

 If you are lonely 
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 If you are struggling with sin 

 If you are anxious 
 

God is with you, and nothing is too big for God 

 God always succeeds 

 God never fails 

 God is 100% successful all the time 

 And when it comes to the best gift of all- God is there to give it to you 
 

The empty tomb on Easter proves there is nothing that God cannot do for you 
 

Conclusion 

When Jesus entered Jerusalem he knew his time had come 

 He was persecuted 

 He was crucified 

 He was buried 

 He was raised 

 He was seen 

 And he is still alive 
 

For if Easter is about anything- it is about God making good on his promise to you… 
1 COR 15.3  

That Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, 
4 
that he was buried, that he was raised on the third 

day according to the Scriptures.
 

 

Ques- Have you accepted Christ as Lord and Savior? 

 He is not dead- but alive 

 He came to save you 

 And to fulfil his promise to glorify you too 

 That’s the promise of Easter 
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