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LIVING WITH PURPOSE 

2 Thessalonians 1.11-12 
2TH 1:11 With this in mind, we constantly pray for you, that our God may count you worthy of his calling, and that by his 

power he may fulfill every good purpose of yours and every act prompted by your faith. 2TH 1:12 We pray this so that the 

name of our Lord Jesus may be glorified in you, and you in him, according to the grace of our God and the Lord Jesus 

Christ. 
 

Intro 

Ques- If God were to say to you- as Paul says here- Have you been counted worthy of my calling? 

 What would you say to God? 

 Would you be able to say as Paul says, that “…every good purpose and every act prompted by your 

faith…” has been fulfilled? 

 Or are there more steps of faith for you to take? 
 

This is a personal calling 

 And while it is lived out in community- the church, and what it does- for you it never changes 

 It is the reason why you are saved and still here today 
 

And it is also how you can live with purpose  

 For all of life comes down to it 

 God is purposeful in what he is doing 

 And so should you 
 

Ques- But the question remains, If that’s true, then why am I so uncertain about what I am supposed to do? 

 All of life comes down to purpose: And as God chooses, we do too 

 And we tend to think that all we do is chosen out of a “positive intent” 
 

But then invariably, something happens 

 Our plans go haywire 

 The unwanted variables didn’t get factored in 

 And it seems to happen when you least expect it 
 

Life can be like that at times, and they can instill doubt 

 They can challenge our faith 
 

1. All The  Re Reason To Remain Faithful To What God Says To Do- God’s Word Reorients Our Values- If 

We Choose To Live By It 
 

Christ pointed this out when he said, 
JN 14.6 

I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. 
 

There is no wiggle room in that- he is very specific 

 Not much like our world today 

 Consider sin- sin in these days  
 

Illus- Sin 
 

Back in the old days, sin that is easily accepted today was never discussed in earlier days… 

 Consider divorce- it was never talked about- but considered shameful 

 Or consider abortion- it is talked about as a woman’s right to choose (not murder) 

 Or consider alternative lifestyles- these days we have words like metrosexual, pansexual, and non-binary 
 

To be a Baptist in earlier times meant you did not dance, drink, played cards, or gamble 
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 But these days we just yawn 

 Gone are the days when we kept the Sabbath holy like we used to do 

 And we excuse it by saying, “I just don’t have the time” 
 

But any step in the wrong direction- is still wrong- and it builds on itself 

 And as it does, you lose sensitivity and awareness to your purpose 

 And left alone long enough, the voice of God goes silent with it 
 

Some of these things that have come out of the closest- are too shameful to discuss 

 Where everything is changeable  

 Everything is tolerated 
 

And religion is not excluded 

 You are a right wing radical if you fight for prayer in public schools, gun rights, or the Constitution 

 You are homophobic if you stand up for traditional marriage 

 And you are narrow minded if you’re an evangelical- open minded if you’re a religious liberal 
 

Illus- UNC- Chapel Hill 
 

Do you remember in 2002 UNC- Chapel Hill assigned an Islamic textbook to all incoming freshmen 

 It was called Approaching the Qur'an: The Early Revelations by Michael Sells 

 Maybe you remember the public outcry from it? 
 

A lawsuit ensued, and while the case was dismissed, the University changed its program 
 

The incoming students who objected to reading the book had to write a one-page essay explaining their reasons 
 

2. People Always Suffer Without Truth- Which Gives Us All The More Reason To Proclaim It- For It Is 

God’s Truth That Matters, Not Our Own Personal Opinion About It 
 

As Jesus says, 
JN 8.31  

If you hold to my teaching, you are really my disciples. 
32 

THEN you will know the truth, and the truth will set you 

free. 
 

His truth never changes  

 And it can be trusted upon in order to build a quality life 
 

Illus- Careers 
 

If you have ever been to a Career Show, you see lots of students, job seekers and recruiters 

 Students standing in lines to get jobs 

 Talking to career specialists, counselors, and employers  

 It is one way to find work 
 

According to the Bureau of Labor Statistics, the average worker will hold 10 different jobs before age 40 

 Some will hold 12 to 15 jobs in their lifetime 
 

Ques- So why do they change so often? 

 Some reasons make sense, like family considerations 

 But not all do 
 

Ques- Do you know anybody with a college degree who won’t work? 

 Or how about a high school dropout who is doing well? 

 Or maybe you know someone who got a high flying job, but because of their personality can’t keep it? 
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A career without character to hold it- is a lost opportunity 

 Without depth of character in the workplace, we won’t get very far 

 And that is what Paul refers to here 
 

There is a purpose God- and God alone- gives us 

 A purpose that is meant for ONLY US to do 

 God wants you- so don’t look around comparing yourself to some one else 

 He will take care of them- not you 
 

Ques- So we must ask, If God is like that- and living with purpose is so valuable- then what are we to do? 

 To answer that, Paul tells us… 
 

I. OUR LIFE’S PURPOSE REALLY STARTS WHEN OUR FAITH FLOWS THROUGH (vs. 11) 
2TH 1:11 With this in mind, we constantly pray for you, that our God may count you worthy of his calling, and that by his 

power he may fulfill every good purpose of yours and every act prompted by your faith. 
 

We have all heard the phrase, What God calls us to, He will see us through 
 

Ques- But what is it referring to? 

 Is God concerned about all of the little things too? 

 The job? 

 The boss we work for? 

 Our retirement? 
 

1. There Is Direction And Intentionality To All Things God Does- And That Is Also True For Me And You 
 

Illus- Fundamentals 
 

I once had this pastor friend who was asked in an interview to describe his faith. He had a strong faith, and 

during the interview he was asked if he was a Fundamentalist 

 It was a good question, for he seemed to fit the description 

 But his explanation was to make a distinction between a Fundamentalist and fundamentals 
 

I remembered this because he seemed to sidestep the issue 

 He said his idea was to “…set politics aside…” 

 Sadly, he ended up losing his pastorate over it 
 

But consider in our day- in light of Islamic Fundamentalism- how fundamentalist might not be the best word to 

use 

 “Orthodox” might be a better  

 But the truth is we do believe in fundamentals too 
 

Consider a few… 

1. We believe in Biblical inspiration and the infallibility of scripture 

2. We believe in the Virgin Birth of Jesus 

3. We believe that Christ’s death was the atonement for sin 

4. We believe in the bodily resurrection of Jesus 

5. We believe in the historical reality of the miracles of Jesus 
 

These are fundamentals 

 You don’t have to be political 

 You don’t have to be dogmatic or literal 
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Taken together- they help us to realize our life purpose too 

 We can’t only be about jobs 

 We will have many over a lifetime 
 

2. God Has A Purpose To Fulfill Through Me And You 
 

Illus- Doing Our Best For Our Children 
 

We know this is important- for it shows up in how we treat our children  

 We send them to school 

 We help them with their homework 

 We see to it they are socially and relationally benefitted 

 We put them in sports, ballet, music, band 
 

In fact, parents around the world fight for their children, to give them the best 

 Many times Jesse Parrish has invited me to High School football games 

 And I get a chance to see our youth on the field 
 

Ques- But doesn’t God have a purpose for all his children? 
 

For those of us in the church, it ought to go unsaid… 
 

As Paul says, 
2TH 1:11 “… may God count you worthy of his calling, and that by his power he may fulfill every good purpose of yours 

and every act prompted by your faith. 
 

Illus- Geraldine (WYSISYG) 
 

You might remember comedian Flip Wilson. Often he would say, What You See Is What You Get 
 

I am not sure exactly what he meant, but when it comes to faith… 

 It is not just talk that matters- but the walk as well 

 It is not getting out of what God is doing- but getting in on it as a rule 

 The transparent life is the only life- if we are living with integrity 
 

Jobs change 

Circumstances change 

People come and go 
 

Ques- But what underpins it all? 

 Do we even know? 

 Or has the word “integrity” lost its meaning? 
 

God’s will ought to matter most! 

 A Christ-centered, Bible-based, and ministry-focused life 

 For when the storms of life come- we will still prevail 
 

II. OUR LIFE PURPOSE IS TO BRING GOD GLORY- AND TO KEEP IT GOING BY WHAT WE 

DO (vs. 12) 
2TH 1:12 We pray this so that the name of our Lord Jesus may be glorified in you, and you in him, according to the grace 

of our God and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

A great thing happens when we glorify God 

 We ease our trials and tribulation 
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 We ease the troubles of another 

 We bring blessing and end sorrow and depression 

 We share in the abundant life Christ talks about 

 And we are an answered prayer for those who need one 
 

Ques- And isn’t that why so many people go to church for? 

 It is no accident God commands it 
 

But too many times we see the opposite 

 And when that happens, that person attracts it back into their lives 
 

Illus- 4 Things That You Cannot Recover 
 

I remember back in the day when I was driving a friend of mine to church on Sundays 

 She would always say, “For every finger you point at someone, there are three fingers pointing back at 

you” 

 And it reminds me of this old story, that some things people do cannot be undone… 
 

A young lady was waiting for her flight in the boarding room of a big airport. As she would need to wait many 

hours, she decided to buy a book to spend her time. She also bought a packet of cookies.  
 

She sat down in an armchair, in the VIP room of the airport, to rest and read in peace.  
 

Beside the armchair where the packet of cookies lay, a man sat down in the next seat, opened his magazine and 

started reading.  
 

When she took out the first cookie, the man took one also. She felt irritated but said nothing. She just thought, 

“That man has some nerve! If I was in the mood I would punch him for daring!” 
 

For each cookie she took, the man took one too.  

 This was infuriating her but she didn’t want to cause a scene.  

 When only one cookie remained, she thought, “ah…what will this abusive man do now…?”  

 Then the man, taking the last cookie, divided it in half, giving her one half 
 

And when the man did that, it was too much for her! She was angry now! In a huff, she took her book, her things 

and stormed to the boarding place.  
 

When she sat down in her seat, inside the plane, she looked into her purse to take her sunglasses, and to her 

surprise, her packet of cookies was there, untouched, unopened!  
 

And that was when she finally realized that she was wrong all along 

 The man had divided his cookies with her, without feeling angered or bitter.  

 And now there was no chance to explain herself…nor to apologize. 
 

But the Bible says, 
EPH 5.19 

 “…speak to one another with psalms, hymns, and songs from the Spirit. Sing and make music from your heart to 

the Lord, 
20 

always giving thanks to God the Father for everything, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

Ques- And isn’t that the wiser? 

 My friend was right 

 For every finger you point at someone 

 There are three fingers pointed back at you 

 And that’s when you have lost your purpose 
 

Illus- Billy Graham 
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Just before Billy Graham passed away, he made an insightful remark about his life.  
 

He had been asked about his great success as an evangelist, how he had a great reward coming from all his work 
 

But he didn’t agree. He said, I have received much of my reward while here. Many will have more than I ever 

had with the Lord up there. 
 

It just goes to show what your true purpose is 

 It is not to lay claim to rights or privileges 

 Or make excuses or make comparisons 

 For God calls all as individuals 
 

Our Life Purpose Is To Bring God Glory- And To Keep It Going By What We Do 
 

III. LASTLY, LIVING WITH PURPOSE IS GOD’S DESIGN TO BLESS YOU- TO REDEEM YOUR 

TIME- AND TO ALLOW THE SPIRIT TO FLOW THROUGH (EPH 2.8-10) 
EPH 2.8 

For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God— 
9 
not by 

works, so that no one can boast. 
10 

For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God 

prepared in advance for us to do. 
 

Illus- Vertigo 
 

Recently I was visiting with a friend who had a vertigo problem 

 I have a friend who takes Antivert for it 
 

I recall the stories about those who go to Six Flags and get on the roller coaster 

 And I remember as a kid get on a merry-go-round 

 Or standing on my head 
 

It’s fun for a minute- if you are a kid- but as an adult, it isn’t 

 You can be standing and think you are falling 

 You might think you are balanced one minute, only to discover you off balance in another minute 

 You gotta sit down 
 

Just recently, a number of our seniors have fallen- they got hurt because of disorientation 

 And when that happens they have to miss church and stay home 

 Because as you grow older your body changes 

 And how you move 
 

1. And It Is The Same Way With Christ- If We Are To Live For Christ We Move- The Spirit Is Meant To 

Flow & Move- He Will Conform You To His Image As You Move 
 

We don’t have to go to Africa to be on mission- today America is a mission field 

 We can love our neighbor 

 We can serve them- meet their needs 

 We can show them that we care 
 

As Jesus says, 
MT 25.40

 Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me. 
 

2. Just As It Is Said- Whatever God Calls You To He Will See Your Through- But It Is His Spirit Doing The 

Work And Not You 
 

Living with purpose is like that- we do what God permits us to do- but the motive changes… 
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 We go to work- because Christ put us there 

 We go back home- because our dependents need us there 

 We go to church- because we glorify God there 

 There are problems everywhere- and that is why God sends me and you- to instill purpose in others too 
 

But you cannot transmit what you haven’t got 

 Living in purpose was never about us 

 It is always about God 
 

Conclusion 

God saves no one without a purpose in mind 

 We might not see it now, but God sees it all the time 
 

Ques- The only question is, Do we want to get in on it, or not? 

 Living with purpose 

 It doesn’t come to those who need it- it comes to those who want it 

 It is God’s plan for me and you 
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